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rs  of  men,  the  interests  and  the  history  of 
the  relative  value  of  institutions  as  disco- 
;heir  actual  working,  the  merits  of  different 
)f  policy  as  tried  by  their  effects,  are  all 
)erfectly  examined  without  a  thorough 
e  of  the  individuals  who  administered  the 
Lnd  presided  over  the  management  of  the 
ncerns.  The  histoiy  of  empires  is,  indeed, 
y  of  men,  not  only  of  the  nominal  rulers 
»ople,  but  of  all  the  leading  persons  who 
.  sensible  influence  over  the  destinies  of 
ow-creatures,  whether  the  traces  of  that 
survived  themselves,  or,  as  in  the  case  of 
ids,  their  power  was  confined  to  their  own 

I  another  view,  this  kind  of  inquiry,  this 

» 


I  S        BXATESKiar  or  tihs  or  okobge  irJ 

species  of  record,  is  even  more  tmporbuiu 
only  the  norld  aX  large  is  tbus  instructeii,  o 
character  of  el«tesmen  and  rulers  is  imp 
Examples  are  held  up  of  the  faults  which  th 
to  avoid,  and  of  the  vitiuea  %^'hich  they  are  1 
tivate.  Nor  can  history  ever  be  the  school 
lenlatts,  whether  on  or  near  the  throne,  uatl 
character  aaJ  the  conduct  of  their  prcdecen 
I  tJioroughly  scrutinized.  This  task  has 
tempted  in  the  following  work,  which  ag 
therefore,  to  a  higher  office  than  merely 
the  vacant  hours  of  the  idle  (the  hours  a, 
more  unemployed  than  the  bulk  of  their  time 
aims  at  recording,  for  the  warning 
couragement  of  the  great,  the  errors  or  the  id 
the  vices  or  the  virtues,  of  their 
is  D  w^ll-meant  contribution,  of  which  the 
very  humbly  rated  by  its  author,  to  the  ti 
Useful  Knowledge  as  applied  to  the  Educod 
those  upon  whose  information  or  ignorance 
tunes  of  mankind  in  an  especial  manner 
But,  how  moderate  soever  may  be  the  iN 
the  coulributor,  the  value  of  the  contributiai 
not  msily  be  estimated  too  highly,  if,  by  only  i 
the  facts  with  careful  accuracy,  and  dnwi 
inferences  with  undedaiing  candour,  ihos 
voluntarily  assnme  the  govemm^it  of  natl* 
taught  to  regard  tiidr  dnties  as  paruinount  b 
ts,  ajid  tnade  to  Itiarn  that  ignemica  0 


i»l!H 


ly  having  placed 
<c  or  othcuni-— th^r 

fi       Tice,  their  glo* 
in  well-doing.    This 
t  if  the  fHends  of 
duty,  of  peace,  of  freedom, 
«p  ta  Tenifl  while  tibeir  enemies, 

'€16  dhm  of  ambition:  or  avarice,  and 


^flbf]gB'iettii 
^UMbrsnliiit 
liflplliaieom  a 
wim  uiiiouuii 

flUiP' oK'  pel 


ftr  their-  ftiUow^-cteaturea 
er  or  theit  blood,  are  ex- 
hatr«d  of  ^flev-agea. 

h  s  work,  undertaken 
whom  it  undertakes  to 
'tefeTefl  tfi&  iarthly  scene,  arises  from  the 
of  preserving  strict  impartiality  in  consi- 
iheir  merits.     This  difficulty  is  not  denied  ; 
fbrmidablie  magnitude  is  not  underrated.    Even 
fno  human  feelings  with  respect  to  men,  between 
and  gorselves  there  may  have  existed  rela- 
of  aodty  or  of  hostility,  swayed  the  mind,  yet 
we  ever  prone  to  view  through  a  distorting 
ium  those  whose  principles  agreed  with  or 
from  our  own  upon  questions  still  of  daily 
ice — of  men,  too,  whose  party  connexions 
them  with  classes  still  in  existence  and 
tAj  engaged  in  the  proceedings  of  the  present 

■9* 

Bot,  while  this  is  admitted  to  render  the  attempt 
^         h  may  not  be  found  *<o  make  it  hopeless. 

.  b2 


At  any  rale  we  are  jilnced  in  a  choice  of  w 
postponement  till  the  (la;  when  there  sltoul 
pouibUitf  of  passion  of  prejudice  shading  ■ 
of  tlie  historian  may  extinguish  the  recoil 
also,  which  alone  can  give  value  to  his  luj 
The  transfer  of  the  work  to  mere  stmngfj 
can  be  animated  by  no  feeiing  of  a  persona 
leaves  it  in  hands,  if  not  altogether  inaq 
performing  it  satitifaciorily,  at  Itrast  incoo:^ 
inl^or  in  the  power  of  giving  vivid  likeq 
coutempomry  salesmen.  At  the  very  lea^ 
portrailures  may  be  regarded  as  materials  I 
tory,  if  oat  worthy  of  being  called  hislorica 
selves ;  and  future  peniuen  may  work  up^ 
with  Uie  heoefit  of  coDlemporar)-  te^tiuio^ 
dels,  though  free  from  the  bias  which  ni 
influenced  the  conclusions.  The  author  ci 
affirm,  and  this  he  does  moel  conscientious 
he  has  ever  felt  under  a  sacred  obligation  1^ 
the  truth  of  his  resemblances  without  eitht^ 
Iteration  or  concealment :  that  he  lias  wri 
endeavoured  to  write,  as  if  he  liad  lived  in  « 
age  or  country  from  those  whose  nilera  he  I 
deavoured  to  describe;  and  liial,  if  any  pn 
or  predilections  have  operated  upon  bis  mtii 
have  been  unknown  to  liimsclf.  He  is  quill 
thai  some  may  consider  this  as  a  very  e 
f  his  impartiality,  if  tlicy  do  a 
idilional  fvinpluui  of  blioj 


hi  ddMfai  Ai  pndn  h«l0mdl  ipM  kaom  p#- 
ii  ttdhnnuiit)  tad  tfM  ^kuapnnfi^  ttteklid 
•  JmI»  oTttHMfaMl  liwqwii^y  Md  hj  tfM  putf 

I  gnldU,  will  be  tekM  M  MM  •fMvMt  of 
ml  inpttrlUitf ,  timugli  h  my  aol  mAm  Ii^ 
wpH  Wm  fton  Am  dmge  of  htrla^  mmmAmm 
■Ay  AUhi  islo  tfM  mom  tiMl  bml  tfM  i«tk 
ihoctii  wQvld  write  cmmnpomy 


"^      ,        his  c»P«"'''     "a,,  of  !»•  5 
Wl"^"";  S\ii^''  *  '"^.to  ««=» 
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4!H>»;«fwN>ep  tha  better  «oiifie,  wasa 
0(ib»,(fmimi:  imp^xlamm  both  fto  hinmdf 
jf  to  the  <MDd«r  In  wUoh  ibu  lot  wis  cast, 
to  the  9mtf4£  jvuMkisd.  IJiifaapfiily  he  took 
vtong^dlaietfMf  and,  httriag^nee  taken,  pes- 
imU'Witk.^  ptrttiMcily  tintnuurkt  Uttle 
fjrindi^ellimfcii  bat 'whieii  in  royal  uBdesBtand- 
eAoB  anowili  il0:«  nuenMl  di«eaae. 
tdC  *  nanmir  uadentaadiiigy  •which  no  cultnae 
Mlainped}  of  laA  ohatioate  dispoaitioiiy  whioh 
(perfaapa»  oould  have  huaasaniaed;  of 
fteBngi  ia  ordinaiy  Udaigs,  and  a  veeolute 
ilo  aB  hie  'Own  qfunieiis  and  predileo- 
Qeonge  HL  poowtoed  much  of  the  firmneas 
4f  pupoae  which,  being  exhibited  by  men  of  con-' 
tneted  mind  without  any  discrimination,  and  as 
jMrtinaciooBly  when  they  are  in  the  wrong  as  when 
tky  aire  in  the  right,  lends  to  their  characters  an 
iippearanee  of  inflexible  consistency,  which  is  often 
diystaken  for  gieatness  of  mind,  and  not  seldom  re- 
•aimd  aa  a  substitute  for  honesty.  In  all  that 
jriated  to  his  kingly  oflice  he  was  the  slave  of 
•4lap«yooted  selfishness ;  .and  no  ^ling  of  a  kindly 
over  was  allowed  access  to  liis  bosom,  when- 
hia  power  was  concerned,  either  in  its  main- 
ftmance  or  in  the  manner  of  exercising  it.  In 
atherieapeots,  he  was  a  man  of  amiable  disposition, 
and  flew  prineeahaYe  been  more  exemplary  in  their 
iiabiti^  or  in  the  offices  of  private  fri 


Or  Tma  of  oeoswb  in 

I  uliip.  But  the  instant  that  his  prerogativ 
I  icoiicerneil,  ur  lits  big:otry  iiilcrfuretl  with, 
I  will  thwarted,  lliti  ititist  unbending  priile, 
I  t)itt«r  anlmuslty,  the  most  ciLlciiIating  culdi 
I -heart,  tite  moat  unforgiving  resentment,  too 
1  •wsion  of  his  whole  bruast,  and  swayed  it  by 
l-The  habUa  of  friendship,  the  tie^  of  blood,  ti 
I  tal«s  uf  eonscience,  tlie  rules  of  honesty,  wer 
I  forgotten ;  and  the  fury  of  the  tyrant,  wi 
I  reeources  of  a  cunning  which  mental  aiiennl 
I  supposed  to  whet,  were  ready  to  cjrcumven 
I  doBtrny  all  who  i>.terposed  an  obstacle  to  tha 
I  neos  of  unbridled  desire.  His  conduct  throi 
I  the  American  war,  and  toivards  the  Irish  { 
I  hbA  often  been  cited  as  illuBtrative  of  the  dat 
I  vf  his  public  character;  and  his  treatment 
lividfst  son,  whom  he  haled  with  a  hatred  i 
I  iconsistent  with  the  supposition  of  a  sound 
I  inigtit  seem  to  illiiBtniio  the  Khadtcr  part 
I  personal  disposiiion ;  hut  it  was  in  tnith  u 
W  other  part  of  his  public,  his' professional  cc 
I  fiir  he  had  no  better  reason  for  this  impl 
I  Bveraion  tlian  the  jealousy  which  men  have  a 
I  successors,  and  the  consciousness  that  the  I 
1  who  must  succeed  him,  was  unlike  him,  and, 
I  iliiliked  by  him,  must,  dnring  their  joint  li* 
I  tlirawn  into  the  hands  of  the  Whi^  party, 
r  venaries  lie  most  of  »!1  iletested  and  fivred. 
Although  much  of  the  character  now  poi 


QBOBOBXII.  It 

rigin  in  naftoial  defect,  and  part  of  it  in  a 
^ged  with  dkease,  yet  they  who  had  the 
his  youth  are  deeply  answerable  for  the 
which  both  added  to  it  many  de&cts,  and 
d  those  of  nature  from  being  eradicated  or 
£ted.  His  mother,  the  Dowager  Princess, 
roman  of  neither  knowledge,  aqpomplish- 
cr  abilities;  and  she  confided  his  education 
lend,  now  generally  believed  to  have  stood 
e  tender  rdation  towards  her,  Lord  Bute, 
at  of  instruction  of  which  Gleorge  IIL 
mplain  must  have  been  great  indeed;  fixTy 
an  was  little  likely  to  overrate  the  value 
fluous  or  extensive  information,  it  was  he* 
vitness,  above  all  suspicion,  Sir  Herbert 
has  recorded  that  he  lamented,  while  he 
,  his  want  of  education.  Can  there  be  a 
imeful  thing  related  ?  Can  any  parties,  in 
on  of  his  Koyal  parent,  and  her  £ivourite, 
fofa  more  disgraceful  breach  of  duty  than 

the  future  monarch  of  a  free  and  enlight* 
»ple  without  the  instruction  which  all  but 
T  classes  of  his  subjects  give  to  their  chil- 
a  matter  of  course  ? 

not  deficient  in  natural  quickness,  and  the 
^larly  industrious  because  of  hb  habitually 
te  life,  he  made  himself  thoroughly  master 
le  ordinary  details  of  business;  insomuch, 
same  high  authority  /las  ascribed  to  him  a 

B  3 


tnoce  fhoroHgii  knowledge  of  the  duties  c 
teveml  department  in  the  state  tlian  any  othej 
r  possessed ;  and  this  is  t!ie  t^sttniouy  ( 
both  dn^]arly  accurate  iu  Btating  &cts,  and 
nently'  qualified  to  furm  such  a  comparativt 
mate  by  liis  own  intimate  acquaintance  w 
details.  Wo  must,  however,  take  care  a 
Tate  ^  difficulty  or  the  Talue  of  this  acquire 
£ings^^ve  a  peculiar  interest  in  ascertainin 
bounds  of  each  department's  duties  an 
They  find  protection  in  keeping  each  ■ 

1  limits.  Coining,  of  necessity,  into  frel 
contact  with  tLem  aU,  luonarcha  con  easily  n 
the  knowledge  of  their  several  prerogaliv 
ibncttons;  so  that  tliis  becomes  like  lieraldnf 
.etiquette,  wherein  Ihey  are  all  fj;rcat  profit 
emphatically  a  Royal  branch  of  knowledge. 
proo&  remain,  nor  bas  even  any  assertion 
tnade,  lliai  he  had  any  familiarity  with  the  b 
bmneliesof  information  connected  with  slate  a] 
tho  eonstitution  and  privileges  of  parliament 
iurlsdiclion  of  Courts ;  the  principles, 
,the  di^toits  of  banking',  or  of  trade  generally 
£ost  India  or  Colonial  aflairs  of  his  Empbe 
intenets  of  fbreigii  countries ;  the  statistics 
owii;  all  of  them  kinds  of  knowledge  a 
worthy  of  princes  as  they  are  geuemlly  del 
ubf  them.  That  he  was  a  diligent  man  of  but 
^^■Bnctual  to  his  appolntmenU,  regular  in  the  i 


uti      \  i       when  ha  mecha- 

jlW  latapodtiaa  i  u         always  ready  to 

.•       ^  yfcA  until  the  affiUr  in  hand  was  de- 


yinhmt,  nor  ever  «  pleasure  or  distraction 

i$gmmf  Und  to  interf    3  wun  the  transaction  of  the 
IMtttn  IwliHging  to  his  high  station,  is  as  unde- 
JM  that  all  this  might  he  predicated  of  one 
had  the  most  limited  capacity,  or  the  most 
imfennatloB,  and  who  had  little  else  to  re- 
Mm  than  the  strict  sense  of  his  official 
aad  the  resolutlen  to  make  everything  yield 
^4fce  diecharge  of  them,  those  duties  being  much 
4MB  of  the  hand  than  the  head. 
.  But  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that 
Geoige  m/s  ambition  was  confined  within  the 
lange  of  his  abilities.     He  was  impressed  witii  a 
kUty  feeling  of  his  prerogative,  and  a  firm  deter- 
mination to  maintaiil,  perhaps  extend  it.     At  all 
events,  he  was  resolved  not  to  be  a  mere  name,  or 
a  cipher  in  public  affidrs;    and,  whether  from  a 
MDse  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon  him  by  his 
station,  or  from  a  desire  to  enjoy  all  its  po^  ers  and 
privilege,  he  certainly,  while  his  reason  remained 
cadre,  but  especially  during  the  earlier  period  of 
hii  reign.  Interfered  in  the  afl^drs  of  government 
■ore  than  any  prince  who  ever  sat  upon  the  throne 
of  this  country  since  our  monarchy  was  distinctly 
a&nitted  to  be  a  limited  one,  and   its  executive 
fimctiona  were  distributed  aftiong  responsible  mini^ 


sett" 
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g«KcliHi(  n  of  the  Liberal  pirty,  the  French 
tioOf  the  CSRtholio  qoertkHiy  are  all  «id  mo 
ta  of  his  real  power.  Of  all  hli  lewlntiona 
le  aAdx%  the  denre  to  retain  America  in 
KHu  aewis  to  have  been  his  etrongeet  pro- 
S  during  the  whole  contest  all  hie  opinioof, 
ftelings,  and  all  his  derignsy  turned  upon 
a  termed  the  ^^  preterration  of  the  empire.*' 
B0  his  rooted  prejudice  agidnst  both  the 
and  the  French  unconnected  with  the  part 
th  toolL  in  behalf  of  the  colonies.  Rather 
it  his  liold  over  those  provinces  and  receife 
Igs  into  his  confidence,  or  do  what  he  called 
Itting  to  be  trampled  on  by  his  enemiei,*' 
oe  time  threatened  to  abdicate,  and  they 
new  him  are  well  aware  that  he  did  not 
1  without  a  fixed  resolution  to  act.  No  less 
irioe  within  four  days,  in  3iarch  1778,  did 
this  language,  in  the  agony  of  his  mind,  at 
a  junction  with  the  Whig  party  proposed  by 
ef  minister ;  and  upon  one  occasion  he  says, 
e  people  will  not  stand  l>y  me,  tliey  shall 
lother  king,  for  I  never  will  set  my  liand  to 
ill  make  me  miserable  to  the  last  hour  of 
/'  The  threat  is  revived  upon  tlie  division 
Lord  North  four  years  afterwards, 
such  a  sovereign  was,  for  the  servants  he 
1  in,  the  best  possible  master,  may  well  be 
d.    He  gave  them  liis  entire  and  hearty 


If  he  kept  a  watcbful  eye  OT 
sdings  both  of  parliament  and  tiie 
if  we  fioil  him  one  day  cumiDeDtitig  on 
lakon  ia  debate  as  "  dangerous,"  at  anotbi 
and  vacillating,"  or  dt'cusBing  the  comp 
the  majority  or  its  numbers  iipoti  the  di 
■ng^Ling  that  the  journey  of  Air.  FoX 
diould  '■  make  the  difierent  departmenti 
all  tlteir  business  before  be  coiues  back,  a| 
hare  much  leas  noise  for  the  next  threa 
or  expressing  his  conviction  that  "thet 
illness  is  feigned,  and  all  to  let  the  oppod 
thtar  pleatiure  at  Nevmarket ;"  he  also  asli 
deserted  you  last  night  tliat  you  thought  | 
right  to  count  upon  ?  Give  me  their  naq 
may  mark  mj-  sen«e  of  lUeir  beliaviottr  at 
ing-Toom  to-morrow ;"  and  again,  '■  If  t 
ob^niousnesa  on  my  part,  at  the  lev* 
oui  gain  over  Mr.  Solid  tor- General  to  yi 
it  shall  mat  be  wauliiig."  This  was,  in| 
cieittly  supporting  a  &vourite  ministi; ; 
he  had  one  forced  upon  him,  his  whoh 
was  the  reverse ;  all  his  countenance  b« 
U)  tlieir  aalagonisti.  until  the  moment  uij 
hs  oonld  aafoly  throw  them  out. 

The  first  impreasion  which  sneh  condi 
i*  unfikVouraUe  to  the  mouarcb,  and  n 
t  evott  give  me  to  an  ophiion  that] 
But  further  refleclicm  n 


'fa.  ir- 


I    f.li  >  >i) 
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The  queftion  is, 
M         "  hM  a  real  or  only 
ii  I    1         r  a  ibnny  or  is  he  a 
(ra    ai     d  and  baknoed  con- 
t  '*    Some  maintain,  nay,  it  is  a  prevailing 
Miom^  certain  1  i       »f  no  mean  rank, 

to  ■OfOieigUi  hi  <         i  his  ministers, 

•fW  ta  tlieni  1      wnole  <     cntive  power. 
tMatUmasAkiiidofti  bra  temporary 

t^pranrve,  ^  it  were^  si  o  ingrat  estate ; 
assign  d,  to  liold  the  property  of 
it  ftr  a  day,  and  then  divest  himself  of 
by  assigning  it  over.  They  regard  the 
feiirer  vealiy  vest  I  in  the  crown  to  be  the 
of  ministers,  and  even  the  exercise  of  this 
be  controlled  by  the  parliament.  They  reduce 
king  more  completely  to  the  condition  of  a 
pageant  or  state  cipher  than  one  of  Abbe 
's  constitutions  did,  when  he  proposed  to 
a  Grand  Fonctionary  with  no  power  except 
give  away  offices ;  upon  which  Napoleon,  then 
consul,  to  whom  the  proposition  was  tendered, 
if  it  well  became  him  to  be  made  a  '*  Cochon 
kTengrais  a  la  somme  de  trois  millions  par  an  ? ''  * 
hw  English  animal,  according  to  the  Whig  doc- 
UmBj  much  more  nearly  answers  this  somewhat 
description ;  for  the  Abb(i*6  plan  was  to  give 


A  hog  to  be  iktted  at  the  rate  of  120,000^  a-year. 


lib  royal  beiwt  a  stibaiantiat  voice  lu  the  dl 

liutlou  of  all  (KilronDgt^ ;  witilci  our  Hod  is  on 

I  have  ttio  sail  pn-rogativu  of  iinming  whomAB 

I'tiie  pnrliauiccit  vhaoet^s,  mill  cutitig  lila  Dwai 

■  in  quiet. 

V  Ntiw,  mt\i  nil  llie  dispuaitlon  in  ibe 
Hfttslro  lliAt  lioynl  prorogalive  should  b»  ri 
nod  the  will  of  the  tiutinn   govern    Uie 

■  ■ffiiirs,  we  cutiiiol  comprehcind  this  tliM>ryof  ft 
I  Wirchy.  it  aasigiii  to  the  Crown  tdttier  &r 
I  Siuch  revenue,  or  far  too  Utile  jjower. 
Fnlltiou  H-yeur,  or  mora,  for  a.  name,  s 
^wrdly  Gxiravugnnt.  To  atTi^ct  livingf 
LJuDglygovcriimiint,  uni]  ytt  nuHur  no  kind  of . 
napwer,  Mtciiis  cjitravugaiitly  ahaurd.  Suraljr 
Kjkeanlug  of  having  a  Goveruigii  is,  tliat  hli 
^uould  be  heard,  and  liia  iiiHueiice  felt.  In  tha 
noinistration  of  pnblic  BlfUiis.  The  ditfi<rat)t  oi 
'   of  tbo  Bttto  hiive  a  right  lu  liidk  tuwanls  that 

\  qmtrtrr  all  in  their  turn  fur  BuppoTt  when  I 
\  '^litB  BTii  invaded  by  one  another'^  encroaohnii 
r,OT  to  claim  the  Koyal  umpirngo  wJian  their  mil 

■  'Conflicts  C4uinnt  bu  settled  by  inotual  contrauJi 
I  Iwd  lUileaH  tlie  whole  nutiuu  of  a  niixtiil 
[  and  a  balance  of  three  powers,  in  a  meru  fioUni 
I  ft  dream,  tho  royal  portiou  of  tlie  compottltlon  i 
r  Iw  allowed  tu  hav«  some  power,  lo  produce 

I  vffoct  upon  IJK!  quality  of  [lie  whole.     It  bfl 
*  4len!ed  tltat  Gvortft;  III.  foiiglit  to  rulu  too  md 


BR  injury.     Nor  can  Iliii 
VM*  a|>pro(triat«l;  i^kned  Lluti  wUb  ti 
abie  enamplM  of  the  implacable  Ikatred  be  ti 
eneniiM,  aud  llie  i>tetuj;  afisclion  with  wb 
«berubed  Iim  frieixla. 

Among  tlie  rnrmer,  Lard  ChattiMn  held  d 
oon^cnooB  place,  apparenlty  Irom  the  tim0 
Auenean  qiXistiuD ;  fur  a.1  aii  atriier  pt 
eonapoiMleui.-e  nilh  titat  gnwt  Diait  « 
frienillf.  But  the  following  is  lib  answer 
Kurtb'e  propoial  that  Lonl  Cliatliam'e 
•Innild  bt>  nettled  in  revenuon  <iti  his  youagl 
afl«rwaniii  so  well  known  as  the  i^coud  1 
Pitt.  It  beam  date  August  Wb,  1775. 
■ulung  hoTfi  ChatliBin's  IWUy  iutkr  for  ll 
dact  of  tbeir  iather  is  not  in  the  Itaat  agri 
Bj  •cnlimenta.  But  I  should  chooae  to  k 
to  be  totally  unablii  to  ap|K-ar  again  nn  ti 
Mage  bi/ore  I  agree  to  any  ottvT  of  that  I 
it  ahoulil  be  wrongly  ranatrued  into  n  &mrt 
and  indaed  liia  poUtivsl  conduct  tlie  lait  m 
ao  abaoduued,  lliat  be  miuii.  in  the  eyea  uf  ( 
paasionate,  have  totally  uiiduue  all  ilte  ir 
former  condui^t.  As  to  any  gratitude 
peeled  from  hint  or  liis  Cuuily,  tjie  wbolttl 
tbeir  liviw  hn»  nbown  ibem  void  of  that  niMI 
abWMiiititn«nt.  But  i/thmdixri-jiiiudeorA 
on  fml toAim  at  atruntpd of  »rditi0H,l  sb 
iM<U8icuIty  in  placing  the  second  Mm'anani 
I  «€  IIm  tttitax'a,  mud  luakiui;  up  t^  f^na 
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From  the  truly  savage  feelings  which  tliis  letter 
displays,  it  is  agreeable  to  turn  the  eye  u|)on  so 
miable  a  contrast  as  the  following  affords,  written 
to  the  minister  whom  he  ever  loved  beyond  all  liis 
other  servants,  and  only  quitted  when  the  Coalition 
united  him  to  the  Whigs : — 

"Having  paid  the  last  arrears  (Sept.  1777)  on 
i4he  Civil  List,  I  must  now  do  the  same  for  you. 
1  have  understood,  from  your  hints,  that  you  have 
^ktea  in  debt  ever  since  you  settled  in  life.  I  must 
ilheiefore  insist  that  you  allow  me  to  assist  you 
.with  10,000/.,  or  15,000/.,  or  even  20,000/.,  if 
olhit  will  be  sufficient.  It  will  be  easy  for  you  to 
■ike  an  arrangement,  or  at  proper  times  to  take 
iiptliat  sum.  You  know  me  very  ill  if  you  think 
not  tliat,  of  all  the  letters  I  ever  wrote  to  you,  this 
Me  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure ;  and  1  want  no 
other  return  but  your  beiuj^  convinciul  that  1  love 
you  as  v/ell  as  a  man  of  worth,  as  I  esteem  you  as  a 

Iaioister.     Your  conduct  at  a  critical  moment   I 
lever  can  forj^et." 
These  remarkable  and  characteristic  letters  na- 
fturaiJv   iiitrcHiuce  to  ns  his  two  celebrated  corre- 

if 

i^iilents,  Lord  Chatham  and  Lord  Korth  ;  tiie 
die,  until  Mr.  Fox  came  upon  the  sta^^e,  of  all  his 
idversaricM,  the  one  he  pursued  with  the  most  un- 
'leJenting  hatrwl  ;  the  otiier,  of  all  his  s(»rvants,  the 
one  for  whom  he  felt  the  warmest  iViendship. 


LORD  CHATHAM. 


I  Tbere  is  hanily  any  man  in  modern  times, 
ception,  perhaps,  of  Lord  Somers,  wli 
I  large  a  space  iu  our  liistnry,  und  of  who 
90  little,  as  Lord  Chuthain ;  and  yet 
the  person  to  whom  every  one  would  at  onoe 
f  desired  to  name  th^  most  successful  slab 
I  most  brilliant  orator  that  this  counti^ 
produced.  Of  Lord  Somers,  indeed,  weeansO 
be  said  to  know  anything  at  all.  That  h» 
person  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  a  judf^  o( 
capacity  and  learning,  a  firm  friend  of  liber^ 
a  cautious  and  safe  counsellor  in  most  dl 
ejnei^ncies,  all  are  ready  to  acknowledge.' 
the  authority  which  he  possessed  among  hi 
teniporaries,  the  influence  which  his  soutv 
practical  wisdom  exercised  over  their  prooee 
llie  services  which  he  was  thus  enabled  to  1 
in  steering  the  conslitution  safe  through  tin 
'trying  times,  and  saving"  iis  from  arbitrary 
without  paying  tlie  price  of  our  liberties  biU 
and  Tilood shed,— nay,  conducting  the  vrhali 
ceedings  of  a  revolution  with  all  the  di 


puSlic.     At  one  period  lliey  were  gJv^ 

iei^ed  Dumes,  as  if  held  in  the  Senate  o 

t   by  the  ancient  orators  and  statesmen ;  at  a 

I    they  were  conveyed  under  tlie  initials  onJy 

,    names  bome  by  the  real  speakers.     ' 

Bomewhat  laler,  these  disguises  were  tlnvwi 

[   the  speeches  were  composed  by  persons  t 

I  not  been  present  at  the  debutes,  but  g^leanel 

heads  of  each  speaker's  topics  from  some  o 

had  heard  him;  and  the  fullest  and  most  ad 

I  of  all  those  accounts  are  merely  the  meagi 

line  of  the  subjects  touched  upon,  preaerve<f 

[  Diaries  or  Correspondence  of  some  cc 

politicians,  and  presenting  not  even  an 

I  tion  to  the  execution  of  tlie  orators.     Thus 

of  Lord  Chatham's  earlier  speeches  ii 

of  Commons,  as   now  preserveti,  were  avi 

the  composiliou  of  Dr.  Johnson,  whose  m 

style,  formal  periods,  balanced  antitheses,  >j 

want  of  pure  racy  Etig-ltsh,  betray  their  aut 

1  every  line,  while  each  debater  is  made  I 

I  eocactly  in  the  same  manner.     For  some  ya 

I  he  ceased  to  report,  or  rather  to  manu&cti 

f  is,  from  1751  downwards,  a  Dr.  Gordon  ftit 

I  Ihe  newspapera  with  reports,  consisting  <; 

j  more  accurate  accounts  of  what   had  pi 

I  debate,  but  without  pretending  to  give  me 

h  the  mere  substance  of  the  several  speeches. 

I  debates  upon  Ihe  American  Stamp  Act,  I 
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■  riiort  ofpresumplioii,  after  thia  nt&teinent,  to  Kl 
Kiticlu(lin>^  liis  cha.rB.cter  as  uii  orator  ill  the  i 
Kwhicli  niay  be  givcD  of  lliis  great  nicui.     Bl 

■  testimony  of  contempoiarieB  may  so  far  be  1 

■  liy  nliat  remains  of  the  oratory  itself,  ai 
mgome  faint  conceptions  atUinable  of  tliat  fiotf 
Bwhich,  for  effect  at  least,  Iiiu  surpassed  any  k 
Kin  modem  times. 

I  The  first  place  among  the  great  qitalitiM 
■cUatinguiehed  Lord  Chatliam,  is  unquestiooab 
l]o  firmness  of  purpose,  resolute  detcrminati 
mthe  pursuit  of  his  objects.  This  was  tl 
Bteristto  of  the  younger  Brutus,  as  he  said,  wh 
mpored  his  life  to  &11  by  his  hand — Quicquid 
WM  valde  viUt ;  and  although  mitremely  apt  to 
Bin  excess,  it  must  be  admitted  to  be  tiie  fount 
■of  all  true  greatness  of  character.  Every 
Bbowever,  depends  upon  the  endou-meuts  in 
■of  whicli  it  is  found ;  and  in  Lord  Chatham 
■«ere  of  s  very  high  order.  The  quickoeas 
■which  he  could  ascertain  his  object,  and  dia 
miis  road  to  it,  was  ftilly  commensurate  wit 
Kpeneverance  and  Lis  boldness  in  pursuing  it 
Vfimuiesti  of  grasp  with  which  he  liL'ld  his  adva 
myrat  fully  equalled  by  the  rapidity  of  the  g 
Biritli  which  he  discovered  it.  Add  to  this,  a 
BcDiinently  fertile  in  resources;  a  courage  \ 
reothing  could  daunt  in  the  choice  of  his  d 
^ratolution  e^ially  uidomitabie  in  their  applica 


tin«Dtal  |)owers  in  unnatural  union  to  effiso 
destruction  ;  witii  an  anny  of  insignificant  a 
and  cominanded  by  men  only  desirous  of  gn 
at  tlie  emohimenla,  without  (iuing-  tlie  dut 
incurring  tlie  risks  of  tlieir  professioQ ;  wit)i  1 
that  could  hardly  keep  the  sea,  and  whose 
vied  wiCh  their  comrades  on  short)  in  ei 
t^racter  given  them  by  the  new  Mjnbt«! 
being  utterly  unfit  to  be  trusted  in  any  ente 
accompanied  with  the  least  appearance  of  da 
with  a  generally  prevailing  dislike  of  both  m 
-which  at  once  repret^ed  all  desire  of  joining  < 
and  damped  all  public  spirit  in  the  countij 
extinguishing  all  hope  of  success,  am 
love  of  glory— it  was  hardly  poflsible  for  ft  B 
to  be  placed  in  circumstances  more  inauspicu 
military  exertions ;  and  yet  war  raged  in 
quarter  of  the  world  where  our  dominion  exU 
while  the  territories  of  our  only  ally,  as  1 
those  of  our  own  sovereign  in  Germany, 
invaded  by  France,  and  her  forces  by  aef  _^^ 
menaced  our  shores.  In  the  distant  pussem 
tlie  Crown  tlie  same  want  of  enterpiiw  i 
spirit  prevailed.     Armies  in  the  West  were 

I  lysed   by  the  inaction  of  a    Captain  who  ' 
hardly  take   (lie  pains  of  writing  a  despot 

i  chronicle  lite  nonentity  of  his  operations ; 
the  East,  while  friglitfid  disasters  were  b 
upon  our  settlements  by  Barbarian  powea 
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jhitary  capacity  that  appeare<l  in  tlii^ir  de- 
was  tliB   acciileiital   liiaplay  of  gciijun  and 

by  a  merchant'!  clerk,  who  tiius  ToifixX  hiin- 
I  i-elebrily.'     In  this  forlorn  state  of  affuiin, 

rendered  it  as  impossible  to  think  of  peace, 
d«ai  to  continue  the  yet  inevitable  war,  tho 
ad  Mrdiil  views  of  politicians  kept  pace  witb 
)8D  spirit  of  the  military  caste ;  and  parties 
iplit  or  united,  not  upon  any  difference  or 
lent  of  public  principle,  but  upon  mere 
ms  of  patronag*  and  of  share  in  the  public 
irhile  all  seemed  alike  actuated  by  one  only 
I,  the   thirst  alteraalely  of  power  and  of 

w>n  lis  Mr.  Pitt  tnnk  the  hrlm.  tho  sfcwli- 
'  the  hand  that  held  h  was  instantly  felt  iu 
notion  of  the  vessel.  There  was  no  more  of 
ng  counsels,  of  torpid  inaction,  of  listless 
uicy,  of  abject  despondency.  His  firmness 
sonfidence,  his  spirit  roused  courage,  hit 
Lce  secured  eiertion,  in  every  department 
his  sway.  Each  man,  from  the  first  Lord 
Admiralty  down  to  the  most  humble  clerk 
Victualling  Oifice — each  soldier,  from  tho 
uider-in- Chief  to  the  most  obscure  contractor 
missaiy — now  felt  assured  that  he  was  act- 
ma  indolent  under  the  eye  of  one  who  knew 

•  Mr.  Clive,  tfterwwdj  Lord  CKve, 
o2 
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I   his  duties  and  his  mraiis  as  well  as  hj^ 
who    would  Ttry  certainly   maice    ail   i 
I  whether  througli  misfeasance  or  through  I 
■ance,  accouutable    for   whatever    detrime 
eommonwealth  might  sustain  at  their  bauds.  ^ 
his  immediate  coadjutors  hie  i 
I   tained  an  ascendant  which  it  ever  after  retoint 
interrupted.  Upon  his  iiret  propositioi 
the  eonduct  of  the  war,  he  stood  single  a 
f  colleagues,  and  tendered  his  resignation   I 
I   they  persist  in  their  dissent ;  they  at  c 
I   oumbed,  and  from   that  liour  censed  to 
,   opinioD  of  their  own  upon  any  branch  of  tl 
I   ftflhirs.     Nay,  so  absolutely  whs  he  detemtio 
have  the  control  of  those  measures,  of  « 
knew  the  responsibility  rested  upon  him  aloi 
he  insisted  upon  tlie   first   Lord  of  the  Add 
not  having  the  correspondence  of  Ids  own  9 
ment ;  and  no  less  eminent  a  naval  c 
Lord   Anson,   aa  well    as    his  junior   '. 
obliged  to  sign  the  naval  orders  isnied  by  & 
while  the  writing  was   covered  over  fro 

The  efTeote  of  tills  change  in  the  whole  n 
ment  of  the  public  business,  and  in  all  the  { 
the  Government,  as  well  as  in  the: 
^Medily  made  manifest  to  the  world.     Tba  G 


troops  ' 


e  sent  home,  and  a  well-regulated  ■ 


being  established  to  defend  the  countiy,  i 


33 


tmmbU  Mam  wm  dktrihrted  omrthe  Tuiaiw 
iriMom  4m  cmb^  ndgiit  be  annojed. 
flMMkfld  on  mmm  pointey  and  menaeed  4»i 
M%  ^MO  >60niipiil0i  "to  Mtin  from  Gonnrayy 
onftamd  the  moot  diMntrous  defints, 
of  fhimtmiiiii  Tiiiirlaiici  mMl  herallieo 
UmI  to  defend  heiaelf  pgotnrt  attack, 
M^goivenly  in  aeveial  of  her  moot  important 
ISo  len^  than  aixteen  i^lft"*^*^  and 
and  fartronwi  of  impertance,  wen 
■r^.fcwn  her  in  .Amerioa,  and  Ana,  and  Afinoa, 
iMfag  aU  her  West  Indian  oolomeiy  except  St 
■ringo,  and  ail  her  aettlemfliite  in  the  Eaet. 
%mk6hB  in^Kirtant  province  d  Canada  was  like- 
m  eonqnered ;  and  the  Hivamudi  was  taken 
n  Spain.  Besides  this,  the  seas  were  swept  clear 
tbe  fleets  that  had  so  lately  been  insulting  our 
(Mnee,  and  even  our  coasts.  Many  general 
Ions  were  fought  and  gained  ;  one  among  them 
)  moat  decisive  that  had  ever  been  fought  by  our 
rj.  Thirty-six  sail  of  the  line  were  taken  or 
itvoyed ;  iifty  frigates ;  forty-five  .sloops  of  war. 
brilliant  a  course  of  uninterrupted  success  had 
per,  in  modem  times,  attended  the  arms  of  any 
kion  carrying  on  war  with  other  states  equal  to 
in  civilisation,  and  nearly  a  match  in  power. 
il  it  is  a  more  glorious  fisature  in  this  unexampled 
biimstration  which  history  has  to  record,  when 
adds,  that  all  poblic  distran  had  disappeared ; 


I  chat  uU  iliBOuTileiit  iii  any  quarter,  both  i 
[  viilurilea  aiiU  |)areiil  Mato,  huiI  ceasoil  i  lliat  n 
f  preisioa  wa»  nnywbvre  prnctiM^,  no  abuM  « 
1  to  pravnil  j  tliitt  ua  ttncniovliments  wdtv  n 
t  the  rights  of  the  subject,  uu  luulversutiou  tol 
I  in  tho  posst^HBcn  uf  puwer ;  aud  timt  Kuglu 
I  the  flist  time  md  For  tlm  lost  time, 
I  MtOtiiMhin^  picture  or  a  nation  sup|)ort!u{^  w 
l  murmur  a  wi<ki];-cKti,-nUiii)  and  cnstly  « 
L  jmoplu,  hitherto  torn  witii  (Conflicting  |: 
I  united  In  tlic  servii-H  of  thecrinimonwenlthtl 
r  voice  of  fiiotion  had  cevmed  iit  tliit  land,  ■ 
I  discordant  wlii«i>er  was  heurd  no  mure.  "  ' 
I  (md  the  son  of  Id*  first  and  most  furmidab 
I  vet^ary,  Walpole,  ^un  ititbrming  his  Corrtepa 
L  shroud,  tlmt  tho  session,  us  nMml,  jind  ended 
I  mit  any  liind  uf  uppusitiun  or  cvun  of  debs 
[  "  TJiestf  are  thn  doings  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  t 
w  wondrous  in  our  cyiM  1 " 
I  To  g«niiiH  irnigiilarity  is  incident,  a 
I  grcalnt  gnniiis  i^  uCtvn  miirltiii  by  eocratriol 
\  If  it  diMiainMl  to  muvn  in  Ihe  vulgar  orlitt. 
I  li«  who  is  flt[»l  by  Ids  natui-ej  and  trained  I 
I  InbiU,  to  bo  an  ncicoinp1itihe<i  '■  pilot  in  extra 
|-nud  whoMt  indinntions  carry  him  forth  ' 
I  tht  dwp  whun  tliu  wavva  run  liigb,"  nuty  be  fm 
I  not  "10  sttwrtcio  neur  the  shori-,"  yot  t< 
I  auuken  mcks  whicli  iliey  thut  ciin  only  be  & 
I  in  ctJm  vruatlier  would  huvti  luoru  surely  av 
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tins  role  it  cannot  be  iaid  that  Lord  Chatham 
any  exception ;  and  although  a  plot  had 
been  finrmed  to  ^ect  him  firom  the  Minis- 
leaving  the  chief  control  of  affiurs  in  the  feeble 
of  Lcxrd  BotCi  vhoee  only  support  was  court 
r,  and  whoee  chief  talent  lay  in  an  expertness 
lntiigii%  yet  tiiere  can  be  little  doubt  Uiat  this 
wa^  only  rendered  practicable  by  the 
which  the  gpreat  Minister's  unbending 
hk  contempt  of  ordinary  men,  and  his 
of  erery-day  matters,  had  raised  against 
^hin  amcHig  all  the  creatures  both  of  Downing- 
atneC  and  St.  James's.  In  &ct,  his  colleagues, 
^tho  neoenarily  felt  humbled  by  his  superiority, 
Were  needlessly  mortified  by  the  constant  display 
of  it ;  and  it  would  have  betokened  a  still  higher 
leach  of  understanding,  as  well  as  a  purer  fabric 
of  patriotism,  if  he,  whose  great  capacity  threw 
those  subordinates  into  the  shade,  and  before  whose 
▼igour  in  action  they  were  sufficiently  willing  to 
yield,  had  united  a  little  sua^vity  in  his  demeanour 
with  his  extraordinary  powers,  nor  made  it  always 
necessary  for  them  ^o  acknowledge  as  well  as  to 
fed,  their  inferiority.  It  is  certain  that  the  insult- 
ing arrangement  of  the  Admiralty,  to-  which  re- 
ference has  been  already  made,  while  it  lowered 
that  department  in  the  public  opinion,  rendered  all 
connected  with  it  his  personal  enemies;  and,  in- 
deed, though  there  have  since  his  days  been  Prime 


Jlininere  whom  he  would  never  have  i 
rit  even  as  puUnc  lords  al  liis  bottRls,  yO 
like  biniBelf  again  lo  govern  Uie  couatf) 
roinlly  chief,  who  might  be  &r  uif«rio 
AnMm>  wmlld  Dtner  Bubmit  to  the  hutni 
ftict«H  upon  tliU  gallant  and  e4ilful  cap! 
Pitt's  policy  seenied  formed  upon  the  I 
tbat  dther  each  public  functionaiy.  1 
to  himself  in  boldness,  activity,  and  n 
that  he  was  to  preside  over  and  animati 
partmeut  in  petaon.  Suph  was  his  eon 
his  own  potren,  tliat  he  r«vmed  tlie 
governing,  never  to  fnrre  yonr  m;  wha 
win  it ;  and  alrays  disd^ned  to  inunuati 
could  dash  in,  or  to  perHiiade  where  lie  a 
niBDd.  It  thus  happened  that  bis  CoUes 
but  noroiDally  coadjutors,  and  tliongh 
not  thwart  him,  yet  rendered  no  heart- 
aid  his  Bchemes.  Indeed  it  has  clesri] 
since  his  time  that  they  were  chiefly  i 
yield  him  implicit  obedience,  and  leare 
vided  dirertion  of  all  operalioua  in  hi* 
the  espectRiion  that  the  failure  of  wliai 
wmrt  to  sneer  at  as  "  Mr.  Pitt's  vimt 
Vara  the  tide  uf  public  opinion  against 
ptcfnre  Iiis  down&ll  from  a  height  of  « 
Mt  lliat  then  was  no  one  but  himself  al 
pcMMs  htm. 

Tbetnie  testof  a  j^^rest  man — thatttl 
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'XUflft  iiwhieh  d( 
nbdiNrwavd  tlieg 
MBt}  lUM  MufomMl  hii 
■doottollMaiitiiig  sinn 
mgvd thotetoai to  DOttcritso  d  hM 
MM  of  the  llghti  of  the  worUt^  or  ODly  re* 
I  the  borrowed  xeyt  oi  foxmat  liiminarieii 
i  in*  the  Mine  Aade  with  the  rest  of  hie  geoe> 
>  at  the  Mae  twilight  or  the  nme  dawa* 
%gr  thk  test,  the  yonnger  Pitt  eaanot  cer- 

be  «id  to  have  lived  befirae  hit  time,  or 
«pmi  the  age  to  whioh  he  bekmged  the 
nation  of  a  more  advanced  civilisation  and 
Inspired  philosophy.  lie  came  far  too  early 
ublio  life,  and  was  too  suddenly  plunged  into 
K>1  of  office,  to  give  him  time  for  the  study 
he  reflection  which  can  alone  open  to  any 

how  vigorous  soever  may  be  its  natural 
iation,  the  views  of  a  deep  and  original  wis- 

Accordingly  it  would  be  difficult  to  glean, 
sJl  his  measures  and  all  his  speeches,  anything 
le  fruits  of  inventive  genius ;  or  to  mark  any 

of  his  mind  having  gone  before  the  very 
iry  routine  of  the  day,  as  if  fiuniliar  with  any 
that  did  not  pass  through  the  most  vulgar 
standings.  His  father's  intellect  was  of  a 
r  order ;  he  had  evidently,  though  without 

c8 
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much  education,  and  ivii)i 
yet  reflected  deeply  upon  the  principles  e 
action,  well  studied  the  nature  of  men,  i 
deredupon  thestructure  of  society.  Hisn 
frequently  teem  with  the  fruits  of  such  nil 
to  which  liis  constantly  feeble  health  perl] 
rise  rather  than  any  natural  proneness  td 
plative  life,  from  whence  his  taste  must  | 
alien  ;  fur  he  was  eminently  a  man  of  act| 
appeals  to  ilie  feelings  and  passions  weraj 
result  of  the  same  refletrtive  habits,  and  thej 
ance  willi  llie  hiininn  heart  wliich  tliey  q 
him.  But  If  we  consider  IlIb  opinions,  ihotU 
And  enlightened  upon  every  particular  | 
lliey  ratliet  may  be  regarded  as  felicitous  I 
adaptation  to  the  actual  circumstances  inj 
waa  culled  upon  to  advise  or  to  act,  than 
eating'  that  lie  had  seen  very  far  into  fbti^ 
and  anticipated  the  philosophy  which  ftq 
perience  should  teach  to  our  more  advanci 
the  world.  To  take  two  examples  fi 
mibjects  upon  wlilcli  he  had  both 
most,  and  been  the  most  strenuonsly  « 
handling  practicnlly  as  a  statesman, — ourl 
\ritU  France  and  ivith  America:— T 
narrow  notions  of  natural  enmity  with  th^ 
natural  sovereignty  over  the  other,  were  fl 
of  his  whole  opinions  and  conduct  li 
Moments.    To  cultivate  the  relatia 


of  modern  timeB,  of  which  so  Utile  that  ( 
on  as  authentic  has  been  preaerveii  ;  iinlpsa  ; 
that  of  Pericles,  Julius  Cffisar,  antl  Lord 
broke.     Of  the  actions  of  the  two  first  ' 
sufficient  records,  as  lie  have  of  Lord  Cht 
of  their  speeches  we  have  little  that  can  be  n 
as  genuine;  although,  by  unquestionable  tn 
we  know  that  each  of  ihem  wad  second  < 
the  greatest  orator  of  their  respective  cot 
while  of  Bolingbroke  we  only  know,  frw 
Swift,  that  he  wa£  the  most  accomplished 
of  hb  time  ;  and    it   is  related  of  Mr.   ¥ 
younger),  that  when  the  conversation  roll* 
lost  works,  and  same  eaid  they  should  pn 
staring  the  books  of  Livy,  scqoe  of  Tt 
some  a  Latin  ii'agedy,  he  at  once  deoida 
speuch   of  Bolingbroke.     What   we  kjton 
o«Ti  father's  oratory  is  niiieli  more  to  I* 
from  contemporary  panegyrics,  and  acoot 
effects,  than  from  the  scanty,  and  for  the 
doubtful,  remains  wliicU  have  reached  us. 
All   accouuts,   however,  concur  in  re[ 
those  effects  to  have  been  prodigious.     Th 
aotd  vehemeoce  which  animated  its  greater] 

•  Tliooyilides  gives  three  Epwdus  of  Peride^ ' 
naj'  vcr;'  [usaibl;  have  iu  greut  pari  comtioaed 
SnUost's  siMUch  or  Cteear  is  msnirtslly  the  writ 
SMiiiKMiiimi i  indeed  it  is  in  the  txact  Btj^leoflJ 
pnti  inip  CMoi  nurntli,  tliat  ia,  in  hi» own ciyli. 


[  nuthing  but  a  most  striking'  and  c< 

I  could  have  made  it  possible  to  attempt, 

I  enceed  belief.     Some  of  these  sallies  i 

I  examples  of  tbat  approach  made  to  the  lud 

I  by  the  sublime,  whifcli  lias  been  cltarged  upo 

I  as  a  prevailing  fault,  and  represented  undi 

f  name  of  Chnrlutanerif, — a  facourite  phta 

I  his  advetsaries,  as  in  later  times  it  lia£  bei 

I  the  ignorant  undervaJuers  of  Lord  Erskine. 

I  Telated  that  once  in  the  House  of  Comma 

[  began   a  speech  with    the    wordii    "  Sugai 

f  Speaker," — and  then,  observing  a  smile  to  p 

I  the  audience,  he  paused,  looked  fiercely  a 
and  with  a  loud    voice,    rising  in  its  not 

I  swelling  rata  vehement  &nger,  he  is  saitl  lo: 

\  pronounced  again  the  word  "  Sugar!"  three  1 

I  and  having  tlius  quelled  the  house,  and  estingi 

I  every  sppearajice  of  levity  or  laughter 

I  round  And  disdainfully  asked,  '*  Who  will  , 

I  at  sugar  now  ?  "     We  have  the  anecdote  upo 

I  traditional  authority  ;  that  it  was  believed  b 

\  vho  had  the  best  means  of  knowing  Lord  CIu 

I  is  certain ;  and  this  of  itself  shows  their  wt 

I  tlie  extraordinary  powers  of  his  manner,  ft 

I  reach  of  his  audacity  iu  trusting  to  those  po<)| 

I  There  can  be  no  doubt  tliat  of  r 

I  ■nslaiiied  and  close  argument, — his  speecliq 

I  but  little.     His  elatenieuts  were  desultory)  tl 

I  nriking,  perhaps  not  very  diatiuct,  certainIjT  I 


I 


«ltbougli  he  was  a  less  eminent  mastar  of  ■ 

liis  sun,  aiiil  ratlier  overwlitibnecl  bit 
goniat  with  the  burst  of  words  and  vdionent  t 
aaliori,  tlimi  wounded  bim  by  tlie  edge  of  r 
OT  torlured  liiiii  with  tlio  gall  of  bitt«r  sc 
fixed  bis  arrow  in  the  wuiiiid  hy  the  barb  < 
gram.  These  thiugs  seemed,  as  it  were,  to  b 
Wo  much  labour  and  too  muoii  art — toon  I 
tbaa  was  conaistent  with  absolute  scorn — a 
than  could  stand  witli  heart-felt  rage,  oi 
contempt  inspired  by  the  occasion,  at  the  s 
and  on  tbe  spot.  But  bis  great  passagee,  tbi 
wbiob  he  has  oome  down  to  us,  those  wkiob 
bia  eloquence  its  [>«culiar  choracltir,  and  ton 
its  dazzling  success  vm  owing,  were  as  §iidd( 
unexpected  as  they  were  natural. 
'taken  by  surprise  when  they  roiled  fortb — 
felt  them  to  be  so  natural,  that  he  could  h 
nodefstand  why  he  hail  not  tltougbt  of  tl 
■elf,  altbougb  into  no  one's  imaginatioii  he 

entered.  If  ttie  quality  of  being  t 
witliout  being  obvious  is  a  pretty  correct  d 
tian  of  feiicitoua  expressioD,  or  whf 
writing,  it  is  a  yet  more  accurate  r^resentatl 
fine  passages,  or  felicitous  ititx  in  speaJdng 
Umjm  all  popular  aaeeinblies  take  boumlleasdd 
bj  tbese  above  all  others  are  the  minds  of  | 

e  at   pleasure  moved   or   cunlrvlled. 

tbe  gnuid  cbana  of  Lord  Cbatham'a  oi 


nilo,  vary  CAiirloiis,  but  not  very  respecti 

"  CoiifiUo  ill  you  ?     Oh  no — you  niu«t  p 

>,  gentlemen — youlh  is  the  season  of  credu 

Fconfidence  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth  in  M 

I  bosom  1" 

!  one,  hiiving  spoken  uf  "  the  ubstini 

I  America,"  saitl  "  lliat  slit:  wua  almost  in 

I  bellion."      Mr.  Pitt  excluinitiJ,  "  I  rejc 

America  has  resisted.     Three  niillioiis  ul 

BO  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of  lil>erly  as  vo 

to  lot  tliemaelvea  be  made  slaves,  would  h»»i 

fit  instruments  to  make  slaves  of  all  tha  I 

Then  speaking  of  the  attempt  to  keep  ber  do 

"  Ijt  n  just  cause  of  quarrel  you  niay  crush  Al 

to  atoma:  but  in  this  crying  injustice" 

I  Act) — *'  I  am  one  who  will  lift  np  my  band 

L  it — In  such  a.  cause  even  your  hucc«m  \ 

I  hazardous.     America,  if  atie  fell,  would  ihQ 

I  the  strong  man ;  she  would  embrace  the  pill 

I  llie  state,  and  pull  down  the  constilulion  nl 

I  ber.     Is  this  your  boasted  peace— lo  sbe&th 

laword,  not  in  its  scabbard,  btit  in  the  b 

I  jrour  countrymen?" — It  wns  in  thin  debi 

I  Ur.  liurke  first  spoke,  and  Mr.  Pitt  pm 

Flipefich  in  very  flattering  terms. 

I      "  Those  iron  Iiurona  (for  so  I  may  eall 

I  when  compared  uitli  the  silken  baittos  uf  n 

l^ya)  were  the  gimrdiaua  of  the  people;  aal 

I  word*  of  their  iHirbarous  Latin,  nullui  Ubtr 


sf  thdr  adrisers.  aoH  been  better  retid  in  lbs; 
~  itMlfi  the  glorious  Revolution  might  hav«  i 
I  only  possible  in  theoiy,  and  tlieir  fate  w 
now  have  Btood  upon  ret'ord,  a  formidabie 
to  all  tlieir  Bucceeeors." — "  No  nuui  more 
reflpectB  tbe  jost  authority  of  the  House  of 
moos — DO  man  would  go  tkrtber  to  defend  iU 
be70Dd  tbe  line  of  tlie  Constitution,  like  cnt 
ercise  of  arbitrary  power,  it  becomes  illegal, ' 
ening  tyranny  to  the  people,  destruction 
Etate.  Power  witFiout  right  is  the  most  del 
object  ttiat  can  be  offered  to  the  human  in 
tion ;  it  is  not  only  pernicious  to  those  wl 
■objects,  but  works  its  own  destruction.  J 
IttiabHii  tt  eadufa.  Under  pretence  of  da 
law,  the  Commons  have  made  a  law,  a  law  & 
own  case,  and  have  united  in  the  same  pen 
offices  of  ie^slator  and  party  and  judge." 

Theee  fine  passages,  conveying  sentiments') 
ble  and  so  wise,  may  be  read  with  advantage  I 
present  House  of  Commons  vrhen  it  sha 
called  on  to  resist  the  Judges  of  tlie  land,  ri 
kvak  its  laws,  by  opening  a  shop  for  lUe  I 
l&ela.. 

H»  character— dnwD,  he  rays,  from  lony 
rience — of  the  Spaniards,  the  high-roinded  fl 
rous  Castilians,  we  believe  to  be  bs  just  m 
wen.  Speaking  of  the  affair  of  Kalkland'a. 
be  Mid—"  Tliey  are  as  mean  and  craiW  aa  ifa 


otttdouror  dignity  in  theirpioooediiiftl 

wt  low  euimiDg,  airtifioe,  and  triok*    I 

Mlled  to  talk  to  them  in  a  peramptoij 

I  tubmittad  my  advioe  for  an  imm^ 

to  a  tvmbling  counoiL  You  all  kmnr 
iqueaoM  of  its  being  rejeeted."— Tke 
im  tke  throne  had  stated  that  the  Spudsh 
nt  had  disowned  the  aet  of  its  oAoen 
ithun  said — <<  There  never  was  a  mon 

more  infiunous  fiUsehood  imposed  on  a 
on.  It  degrsdes  the  King^  it  insults.the 
It.     His  Mi^jesty  has  been  advised  to 

absolute  fidsehood.  My  Lords,  I  beg 
ition,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  understood 
ipeat,  that  it  is  an  absolute,  a  palpable 
Tlie  King,  of  Spain  disowns  the  thief, 
leaves  him  unpunished,  and  profits  by  his 
I  vulgar  English,  he  is  the  receiver  of 
kIs,  and  should  be  treated  accordingly." 
Id  all  the  country,  at  least  all  the  canting 
f  it,  resound  witli  the  cry  of  ^^  Coane  I 
)rutal  r*  if  such  epithets  and  such  oom- 
is  these  were  used  in  any  debate  now-a- 
ther  among  the  ^^  silken  barons^"  or  the 
sh  Commons  "  of  our  time  I 
5  he  made  a  most  brilliant  speech  on  the 
eaking  of  General  Gage's  inactivity,  he 
)uld  not  be  blamed;  it  was  inevitable. 
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"  But  nliat  a  miserable  condition,*'  be  «x 
"  is  ours,  where  disgrace  Is  prudence,  and  1 
IB  necessary  to  be  contcmplible  1  You  n 
these  acta,"  (he  said,  alluding  lo  the  Boato 
and  Massachusetts  Buy  BilU,)  "and  you  W 
peal  them.  I  pledge  myself  for  it,  that  J 
repeat  them.  I  stake  my  reputation  o 
consent  to  be  taken  for  an  idiot  if  they  I 
finally  repealed."  Every  one  knows  how  t 
prophecy  proved.  The  concluding  senteiio 
speech  has  been  often  cited, — "  If  the  t 
persevere  in  misleading  the  King,  I  will 
that  they  can  alienate  the  affections  of  his 
tiom  his  cTuwn ;  but  I  will  affirm  that  tl 
make  the  crown  not  worth  \m  wearing.  I ' 
soy  that  the  King  is  betrayed  ;  but  I  will  pit 
that  the  kingdom  is  undone." 

Again,  iu  1777,  after  describing  the  cum 
vor  and  "  the  traffic  and  barter  driven  witi 
little  pitiful  German  Prince  that  sells  his  j 
to  the  shambles  of  a  foreign  country,"  fa 
"  The  mercenary  aid  on  which  you  rely  iiT 
ail  incurable  resentment  the  minds  of  your  I 
whom  you  overrun  with  the  sordid  sol 
and  of  plunder,  ilevolitig  them  and  their  poi 
to  the  rajiacity  of  hireling  cruelty  I  If  1 1 
American,  us  I  am  an  Etiglishinun,  wtiilea 
troop  was  lauded  in  my  country,  I  never 
^wn  my  arms,  never!  never!  ne\i}r'." 
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f^  QMd  in  i      modern  days  of  ultra  loyalty 

itreme  deoorum,  would  call  down  upon  his 

I  who  employed  it  tbe  charge  of  encouraging 

hf  and  partaking  as  an  accomplice  in  their 


i  was  jxpoa  this  memorable  occasion  that  he 
b  the  &mous  reply  to  Lord  Suffolk,  who  had 
I  in  reference  to  employing  the  Indians,  that 
s  were  justified  in  using  all  the  means  which 
land  nature  had  put  into  our  hands.''  The 
HBstance  of  Lord  Chatham  having  himself  re- 
d  this  speech  is  an  inducement  to  insert  it  here 
Pgth. 

I  sm  astonished,'*  ezchumed  Lord  Chatham,  as  he  lose^ 
Hked,  to  hear  such  principles  confessed,  to  hear  them 
red  m  this  House  or  in  this  country ;  principles  equally 
Bstitational,  inhuman,  and  unchristian. 
Ify  Lords,  I  did  not  intend  to  liave  trespassed  again  on 
'attention,  but  I  cannot  repress  my  indignation.  I  feel 
a  impelled  by  every  duty.  My  Lords,  we  are  called 
1^  as  members  of  this  House,  as  men,  as  Christian  men, 
rotest  against  such  notions,  standing  near  the  throne, 
rting  the  ear  of  majesty.  That  God  and  nature  put 
mr  hands  I — I  know  not  what  idea  that  Lord  may  en- 
in  of  God  and  nature,  but  I  know  that  such  abominable 
siples  are  equally  abhorrent  to  religion  and  humanity. 
t!  attribute  the  sacred  sanction  of  God  and  nature  to 
asisacres  of  the  Indian  scalping-knife,  to  the  cannibal  ■ 
fjb,  torturing,  murdering,  roasting,  and  eating ;  literally. 
Lords,  eating  the  mangled  victims  of  his  barbarous 
m  I  Such  horrible  notions  shock  every  precept  of  reli- 
^Tine  and  natural,  and  every  generous  feeling  of  hu- 
tji  andy  my  Lords,  they  shock  every  sentiment  of 
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IT ;  Chcf  ehook  me  as  a  later  of  honomsbla  wu 
IS  barbarity. 
"  'rhvav  abominalilc  pr'mcipIeB,  and 
I  avowil  iif  liiem,  df^Biid  most^ifciEiTe  indignutioD. 
n  thai  Right  Reverend  Brnch.  iIwm  hoi;  tmi 
I  the  Gospd,  and  pioiu  pnstors of  iJic Church;  1  conii 
o  join  ID  the  bolj  work,  md  lo  viudlcnle  tlio  re 
their  Ood.  I  appeal  to  the  wisdom  uid  thu  liw 
Learned  Bench,  to  deftiid  and  support  (he  ja*ti«e 
I  call  apon  the  BiahopB  to  inlerpoie  (he  i 
(acclilyoflheirlawD,  upon  the  lciirni>d  Judges  to  inte 
I  pnriljr  of  their  ermine,  to  save  iis  frocD  thiB  pOllDtiai 
I  npon  the  honour  of  your  Lordships  to  revrreitee  th 
I  of  JODT  ■noeelDTS,  and  to  maiDlain  jnur  own,  1  n 
[  the  spirit  and  humanity  or  my  country  to  vindicati 
I  tionnl  character.  I  invoke  the  genius  of  the  CMU 
I  From  the  topcstry  thnt  ndorus  ihesia  v&IU,  the  t 

IT  of  Ihia  noble  Lord  frowns  Kith  ~ 
I  SmnueS  of  nn  WTmmT  !  In  vain  he  led  ;Mf  <l 
tt  ogaiiut  the  boasted  Armada  of  Spun ;  in  vai 
]ed  mid  established  the  honour,  (he  liberties,  tiM 
the  Pmlfatant  religion  of  his  country,  against  the  i 
onidtictl  of  Popery  and  the  Inquisiliou.  if  IheM  H 
Po^sh  oraelties  and  inquisitorial  practioes  are 
•iDODglt  UK,  to  Earn  forth  inU  our  tettiemenlK  n 
xiont,  ftncnds,  and  tclatinns,  the  m*N 
nibal,  thirsting  for  the  blood  of  mao,  woman,  »^  i 
•end  tbnb  the  infidel  savage — against  whOBtf 
Tonr  pTolestanc  brethren :  lo  hiy  waste  their  roi 
dnolate  their  dwellings,  and  extirpate  thdr  rue  ■ 
with  these  horrible  heU-bounds  of  savage  war—** 
•  /  say,  if  mnaya  war.  Spain  anntd  het«elf  wil 
bomida  M  extirpate  the  wretched  natives  of  Ame 
ve  improve  on  the  iohunuin  eiomple  of  eras 
«rw1ty ;  we  tom  loose  then  nvage  hcll-Jioand*  ag 
biclbnu  and  countrymen  in  America,  of  the  cum  I 
hw^  Ubenica,  and  religioo,  endcMcd  to  tti  by  i 


idomn  aUvBAM,  58 

mM  flUMd;  f  Lordik  tiiit  awfiil  fub- 

>  important  to  oar  han;  ii,aiidoor 

1^  demands  the  most  toienm  ana '  s  inquiry; 
Ipidn  oall  1900  jqnrLordshipt,  and  muiedpowera 
itateb  ta  aiamine  it  tboroo^y  and  ooMr^jt  and  to 
tfoa  it  an  indelible  stigma  of  the  pnblio  abhorrenoe. 
Ifain  imflore  those  holy  Prdates  of  onr  religion  to 
y  tiMse  hiiqmties  ftom  among  ns;  let  them  perfbrm 
rtk»— let  tiiem  purify  tins  Hoose  and  this  oonntry 
iisin. 

p  Lords,  I  am  old  and  -weak,  and  at  present  vnable  to 
pa;  hot  my  ftelings  and  my  indignation  were  too 
to  bare  si^  less.  I  oonld  not  haTe  slept  this  nig^ 
led»  or  bare  reposed  my  head  on  my  pillow,  withoot 
tUa  'tent  to  my  eternal  abhorrenoe  of  soch  prepos- 
prindples.''^ 


m  are  other  celebrated  passages  of  his  speeches 
men's  mouths.  His  indignant  and  contemp- 
answer  to  the  minister's  boast  of  driving  the 
leans  before  the  army — "I  might  as  well 
of  driving  them  before  me  with  this  crutch  !** 
veil  known.  Perhaps  the  finest  of  them  all  is 
lusion  to  the  maxim  of  English  law,  that  every 
I  house  is  his  castle.  ^^  The  poorest  man  may 
s  cottage  bid  defiance  to  all  the  forces  of  the 
B.  It  may  be  frail— its  roof  may  shake—the 
may  blow  through  it — the  storm  may  enter — 
lin  may  enter— but  the  King  of  England  can* 

liere  hangs  so  much  doubt  upon  the  charge  brought 
It  Lord  Chatham,  of  having  himself  employed  the 
M  in  the  former  war,  that  the  subject  is  reserved  fi>r 
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not  enterl'— kll   bl»   force   dnre»    not   i 
tknnhold  of  ihe  ruined  teromuntl" 

Tlitwe  examples  may  serve  lo  convey  a  prot 

CUtnW  idoa  of  this  peculiar  rein  of  eloqiioace 

dislingiiuliecl  tiiis  j^reat  man's  spoechca.     It 

I   tho  very  lustiest  order;  vehwneul,  fiery, 

the  subject,  concise,  soiuettmes  eniiiieutly, 

boldly  fl^umtlve ;  it  « tu  original  aud 

yetquite  nalunU.     To  call  it  RTgiimcnutiT« 

bo  an  abuMi  of  uirma  ;  but  it  hud  aIwaj-s  n  n 

fiiunibtion  of  rulsuii  to  uvoic]  any  nppewnnc^ 

eoiuixtency,  or  error,  or  wtiuileruig  from  tlu 

I  So  the  greatest  paaiaigei  in  tbe  Groek  oratiiin 

very  f&i  tVom  being  suoli  a«  could  slaiiJ  tlig  ; 

dose  exam i nation  in  regard  to  tlieir  argumtuii 

'    vitiiJil  it  be  hypercritical  indeed  lo  objeot  tl 

mottiiooea,  in  tho  most  celebrated  buntt  of  i 
'  cient  eloquenre,  ni^uuH  for  his  policy  bell 
n-anlcd  lUtliongh  it  led  lu  defeiir,  by  citii 
example  of  ptibliu  liunours  liaviug  been  b 
I  upon  those  who  fell  in  giaining  five  great  v 
I  Soma  have  cutnjiarcd  Mr.  Fux'n  elu(|ueueu  t 
I  of  Deoiostlieneei  but  it  resembled  l^rd  Ch&d 
\  jnat  as  much,  if  not  more.  It  was  iiicoiofii 
'  more  argumentative  thau  cither  the  Unwk  < 
I  English  orator's ;  ndtiier  of  wlinin  carried  oi 
I  ol'cloM  reiMoning  an  he  did,  though  both  kc^ 
t  to  tboir«ubjcct.  Itniu,  however,  exovcdtn^ 
'  Teverse  of  tho  Allic  onttor'a  Ixi  method, 


jBodiifelli         ''It  t  ar         ment 

tf  anf  1q>mL    ESxoq     in  t  *e  ^  pas- 

Mi  AeHoii  im  as  irtOT«     y,  t     tainly 

-oirttei  all  poiirff      Iwb     nl     indeed  a  con- 
ofaniusetekti  9     »     J         It  was  difibae 
Mghfliit^degree  andabom        in  rq^wtitions. 
f  wUfe  itm  Gteek  1       eon     »,  almost  to  being 
liabB^  Oe EagHsfam     wasdii       » almost  to bdlng 
IJImx-  '  Hoir  i9w  ncdon  of  o     taring  the  two  to* 
0f«r eould In  epre  unaccount* 

itbetbatn  e  supposed  tfa^n  alike 

AfljirerebothT)  :,  and  both  kept  the 

[teiljiMt'fa  Tisw  ndlifii  1  n  1  after  ornament.  But 
vil'the  most  elaboi  3  a  artificial  compositions 
fa  the  world  should  have  been  likened  to  the  most 
eueless,  and  natural,  and  tmprepared,  that  were  ever 
deUvered  in  public,  would  seem  wholly  incredible 
If  it  were  not  true.  The  bursts  of  Mr.  Fox,  how- 
ever, though  less  tersely  and  concisely  composed, 
oertainly  have  some  resemblance  to  Lord  Chat- 
ftam's,  only  that  they  betray  fer  less  fancy,  and, 
Wwever  vehement  and  fiery,  are  incomparably  less 
bdld.  Mr.  Pitt's  oratory,  though  admirably  suited 
to  its  purpose,  and  as  perfect  a  business  kind  of 
q[ieddDg  as  ever  was  heard,  certainly  resembled 
aoiie  of  the  three  others  who  have  been  named.  In 
point  of  genius,  unless  perhaps  for  sarcasm,  he  was 
freatly  their  inferior;  aJthough,  from  the  unbroken 
foescy  of  his  appropriate  language,  and  the  power 

d2 


GTATEansx  OF  Tua  or  osobgi  hi. 

n  emiueiilly  sanorotis  voice,  he  produced  I 
pradij^oua  effect. 

to  speak  of  Lord  Chatham  as  a  [i 
id  he  appears  to  have  been  iu  all 
l^tects  exemplary  and  amiable.  UU  disposition  t 
esceeding-Iy  alfeclionate.  The  pride,  horden 
upon  insolence,  in  which  be  showed  hiniaelfenca 
to  the  world,  fell  naturally  from  him,  aad  witiu 
any  effort  to  put  it  off,  as  he  crossed  the  tliresb 
of  bis  own  door.  To  all  his  family  he  waa  simi 
lumlly,  and  gentle.  His  pursuits  were  of  a  ttau 
that  showed  how  much  he  loved  to  unbend  hiira 
He  delighted  in  poetry  and  other  light  readii 
vras  fond  of  music ;  loved  the  country  ;  took  pe 
liar  pleasure  in  gardening ;  and  had  even  aa 
tremely  liappy  taste  in  laj-ing  out  grounds.  ] 
early  education  appears  to  have  been  iiirther  p 
secuted  afterwaids ;  and  he  was  familiar  with 
Latin  classics,  although  there  is  no  reason  to 
lieve  that  he  had  much  acquaiolance  with 
Greek,  la  all  our  own  classical  MTitera  he  < 
Tf»ii  versed ;  and  his  time  was  much  given 
iJCnding  tiiem.  A  correspondence  with  his  i 
phew,  which  Lord  Grenville  published  tbi 
forty  years  ago,  showed  how  simple  and  clasB 
his  tastes  were,  bow  affectionate  his  feelings,  i 
how  strong  his  sense  of  both  moral  and  r«l^ 
duty.  These  letters  are  reprinted  in  a  work  w\ 
lias  been  published  since  the  first  edition  of  I 
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weause  the  answers  have  since  been  re* 
;  and  it  contains  a  great  body  of  other  let* 
li  to  and  from  him.  Amongst  the  latter 
e  firand  constant  tokens  of  his  amiable  dis- 

• 

most  severe  jodge  of  human  actions,  the 
lose  searching  eye  looks  for  defects  in  every 
f  and  regards  it  as  fiction,  not  a  likeness, 
I  fiuls  to  find  any,  will  naturally  ask  if  such 
ster  as  Lord  Chatham's  could  be  without 
1 ;  if  feelings  so  strong  never  boiled  over  in 
issions  which  are  dangerous  to  virtue;  if 
of  soul  such  as  his  could  be  at  all  times 
thin  the  bounds  which  separate  the  adjoin- 
ivinces  of  vehemence  and  intemperance? 
1  he  find  reason  to  doubt  the  reality  of  the 
which  he  is  scrutinising  when  we  have 
the  traits  that  undeniably  disfigured  it. 
e  have  already  thrown  in ;  but  they  rather 
ies  that  give  efi*ect  and  relief  to  the  rest, 
'ormities  or  defects.  It  must  now  be  fur- 
corded  that  not  only  was  he  impracticable, 

beyond  all  men  to  act  with,  overbearing, 
usly  insisting  upon  his  own  views  being 

by  all  as  infallible,  utterly  regardless  of 
3n's  opinions  when  he  had  formed  his  own, 
disposed  to  profit  by  the  lights  of  their  wis- 
to  avail  himself  of  their  co-operative  efibrts 
1 — all  this  is  merely  the  excess  of  his  great 


Id  undo  bim),  lie  wtitai  to  Lord  Bote  a 
if  tlM  BOit  kvBiliftdiig  aAuioDS  af  ez- 
t]MUBilcfii]ii6M  •—  KMiyks  ot  '*  bofaiff  oon- 
lb  tiie  Slng^t  eowkinMiMlon  in  deignh^ 
toe  thought  on  the  mode  of  extending  to 
fil  bMieficenoe/'— ooneiden  ^  any  mark 
tion  flowing  from  mek  a  ■ponlaneom 
demency  aa  liu  oom^nrt  and  his  i^ary/' 
tiates  liimself  in  the  Teiydast  ftr  daring 
le  kind  of  provition  tenderad  **  bjthe 
k  manner  so  infinitely  gnci0ii%'V*nd 

instead  of  it,  a  pennoii  ftr  UaibniJIy. 
prayer  was  granted,  the  effbsione  of  gra- 
r  these  unbounded  eilfects  of  beneficence 
»vhich  the  most  benign  of  sovereigns  has 
e<l  to  bestow/'  are  still  more  extrava- 

^'  ho  dares  to  hope  that  the  same  royal 
e  which  showers  on  the  uumeritorious 
lited  benefits  may  deign  to  accept  the 
ibute  of  the  truly  feeling  heart  with 
escension  and  goodness."  It  is  painful 
t  truth  extorts,  that  this  is  really  not  the 
and  the  language  with  which  a  patriot 
sovereign's  councils  upon  a  broad  differ- 
lest  opinion,  and  after  being  personally 
tliat  monarch's  favourites ;  but  the  tone 
and  even  the  style  of  diction,  in  which  a 

felon,  having  sued  for  mercy,  retums 
;n  his  life  has  been  spared.    The  pain,  of 
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kddkcing  any  portion  of  so  noble  a  portrait  as 
r  Cliathani's  must  not  prevent  ua  from  niarkii 
troits  of  a  somewhat  vulgar,  if  not  a  surdid, 
rliich  are  to  be  found  on  u  closer  inspection 
riginal. 
Such  was  the  man  whom  George  III. 
fnaretl,  most  hated,  and  most  exerted  his  kir 
to  diainn  ;  andsuch,  unhappily,  was  his  luomi 
suoocsa  in  this  long-headed  enterprise  agaii 
liberties  of  his  people  aud  their  chiun})ioi 
Lord  Chatham's  popularity,  struck  down 
pension,  was  afterwards  annihilated  by  bia  p 
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Unnfaktar  wkom  George  UL  inott  loTed  was, 
H'Im  been  riieedy  iyLord  North,  uid  this 
iHwwwUnwy  flivoiur  1  until  the  period  of  the 
JhiHrton.  .  It  k  no  doubt  a  conunonly-reoeived 
and  was  at  one  time  an  article  of  belief 
the  popular  party,  that  Lord  Bute  con- 
teed  his  secr^  adviser  after  the  termination  of 
hb  short  administration  ;  but  this  is  wholly  with- 
out foundation.  The  King  never  had  any  kind  of 
communication  with  him,  directly  or  indirectly ; 
aor  did  he  ever  see  him  but  once,  and  the  history 
of  that  occurrence  suddenly  puts  the  greater  part 
of  the  stories  to  flight  which  are  current  upon  tliis 
ad>ject.  His  aunt,  the  Princess  Amelia,  had 
lome  plan  of  again  bringing  the  two  parties  toge- 
ther, and  on  a  day  when  George  III.  was  to  pay 
her  a  visit  at  her  villa  of  Gunnersbury,  near 
firentford,  she  invited  Lord  Bute,  whom  she  pro- 
bably had  never  informed  of  her  foolish  intentions. 
Be  was  walking  in  the  garden  when  she  took  her 
IHi^w  down  stairs  to  view  it,  saying  there  was 
Ml  one  there  but  an  old  friend  of  his,  whom  he  had 
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not  seen  for  some  years.     He  had  not  time 

light  be,  when,  on  entering  tlie  ganlfl 
saw  bia  farmeT  minister  wallciDg  up  an  all^. 
King  inslantly  turned  back  to  avoid  him,  r 
tlie  rally  old  woman  sliarply,  and  declared  ti 
aver  she  repeated  such  experiments,  she  hut 
him  for  tlie  last  time  in  her  house.  The  a 
tliat  the  common  reports  are  utterly  void  t 
foundation,  and  tliat  no  communicalion  « 
4^  any  kind  or  upon  any  matter,  public  or 
ever  took  place  between  the  parties,  we  mnki 
the  most  positive  informatiuTi,  proceeding  (t 
both  from  George  III.  and  from  Lord  I 
we  g«  farther:  the  storj-  is  eontraiy  I 
b^itity ;  for  that  Prince,  as  well  aa  others-' 
&mily,  more  than  suspected  the  intimacy  b 
his  old  governor  and  his  royal  mother,  a 
cording  to  tlie  nature  of  princa  of  i 
he  never  forgave  it.  The  likelihood  i«,  ti 
eame  to  his  knowledge  after  the  period  of  faj 
iUaesg,  and  llie  R^cncy  Bill  which  he,  b 
■equence  of  that  circumatance,  proposeri  b 
iiaBient;  for  it  is  well  known  that  lie  thanfe 
much  regard  for  the  Dowager  Princess  aa  tl 
out  George  Grenville  becaiuo  he  pmiwd  In 
as  Begcnt.  Consequently,  t)ie  discovery  wlii 
are  Mippiwtng  liim  to  have  made  miiit  Inn 
Bome  time  aft«r  Lord  Bute's  ministry  t 
Cei'tain  it  is  that  the  feeling  loirards  hbn  ll 


fiMOB  or  tthoTi  not  aootnly  alga* 
MMhre;  bni  fHoh  «•  nki  meo,  and  itill 
MMiy  whmk  fliTOor  k  wioetxiod  by cUtlik#| 
aj  tibm  Mj  what  wm  to  wittQy  obMrred 
g^  Lonfa  X  Y.  on  a  very  diftrant  oooMioii 
'y  a  rien  de  petit  ohez  let  giandt.''  Hk 
idanoe  with  hia  other  minittma^  to  wMeh 

aarised  prejucUoe  la  eonttantly  betiayed 
ootchmen  and  Seotoh  poUtioa. 
igin  of  Loid  North'aextfaordinaryiivoHV 
at  once  consenting  to  take  the  offloe  of 
Inkter  when  the  Duke  of  Giaftoni  in  a 
of  conftiderable  public  difficulty  and  em- 
ent,  of  what,  in  those  easy  days  of  fidr 
was  culled  danger,  suddenly  threw  up  the 
I  retired  to  lib  diversions  and  hk  unstress 
arket.  Lord  North  was  then  Chancellor 
Exchequer,  and  leader  of  the  House  of 
I.  He  liad  thus  already  the  most  arduous 
the  government  duties  cast  upon  him ; 
libmittiug  to  bear  also  the  nominal  fune- 
real patronage  and  power  of  the  First 
tlie  Treasury  seemed  but  a  slender  effort 
^e  or  self-devotion.  As  such,  however, 
considered  it ;  nor  during  the  dhfastroua 
y  difficult  times  which  fak  own  obstinate 
nd  strong  tyrannical  propensities  brought 
country,  did  he  aver  oease  to  feel  and  to 
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•triking  imtaDM  hasalrtady  beM  glTw 
of  thitmontroh. 

m  aeknowledged  that  Iw  ima  tiiitfiihriy 
I  the  miniiter  whom  he  thus  obtained, 
in  the  change  which  he  made.  Tlie 
l^iafbn,  though  a  man  endowed  with 
ible  qualities  for  his  high  station*  re- 
ar a  liberality  on  ecclesiastical  mattsrs 
rank,  and  any  one  thing  rather  tliaa 
er  painted  by  the  persevering  malice 
us  cadumnies  of  Junius,  who  made  liim 
uke  of  Bedford,  together  with  Lord 
be  choice  objects  of  Ids  unsparing  and 
abuse,  was  nevertheleas  of  no  great 
Bbate,  and  of  habits  which  tlie  arlsto- 
I  those  days  had  little  fitted  to  meet  the 
taiins  of  oHicial  duty  upon  a  statesman's 
tention.  Tho  industry  of  professional 
;oo,  being  counteracted  by  no  brilliant 
hievements,  had  concurred  with  the 
prcvailingr  at  home,  and  dissensions  yet 
lably  showing  themselves  in  tlie  colo- 
er  his  reputation  in  the  country,  and 
task  of  government  such  as  he  plainly 
• 

.,  thus  abandoned,  fell  into  the  luuids  of 
,  Uien  in  the  vigour  of  his  faculties,  in 
isadvantageously  known  to  the  country, 
lubted  fiivourite  with  the  Uouse«  which 
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IT  some  time  be  liad  led.     Uh  bid 

msiderable.     Feir  men  in  at 

indeed,  left  behind  ijiera  a.  higher 

debater,  and  ubove  all,  as  the  represeDtatlTA 

governineot.     We  now  spehk  of  his  fame  a 

accession    to   the  cliief  comniand    in    the 

couucils,  as  well  tis  Ilie  warfare  of  parliami 

cwuolidatMl  his  aiilhurity,  exhibited  hii  i 

powers,  and  multi|>IJed  his  victories.     It 

lat  to  maintaJo   tlie  conflict  in   timea  of  v 

dented  difficult;,  and  against  aiitagvnisls  i 

no  minister  ever  had  to  meet,  if  we  exM 

Addington,  who  nas  speedily  orertlurawn 

iwoounter.    The resisbince  of ourwholeA 

f  empire  had  ended  In  a  general  rebellion, 

1   lite  military  prowess  failed  to  queU  it,  as 

I    political  meaBures  of  the  ^verumeDt  bad  I 

[   prerent  it,  or  rather  had  ripened  disconti 

'   revolt     A  series  of  politicnl  disappointmei 

\   and  then  of  military  disasters,  had  made  oiir 

I  lioux  ofHitrs  hopeless,  when  the  war  eslcadfd 

I  to  Europe,  and  our  hitherto  invincible  navj- 

f  not  prevent  the  English  coasts  aitil  cvL-n  lu 

I  from  being  insnited,  while  our  West  loftia 

ft'Vere  ravaged,  and  our   trade   in  tliose  m 

Mwi^t  away  by  itie  enemy's  marine.     Nor  I 

l&Uian  IbaMOiulomedcoRsoiatiun,  and  gsrvn 

■  thawiial  topk  of  defence,  that 

W  tbrough  the  provcrhially  Hcklt?  fin-tuiw 


IM  ehnio..  .-  1_,  cloBiflntB.  Every  one 
iQOiild  be  traced  1o  the  petrene  coarse  of 
iej  md  itgastiee  comUnedy  in  Vhich  the 
al  reroit  tqok  itsi  rise.  The  Americans^  un- 
pad fbr  reristanoe,  and  nnwilHng  to  risk  it, 
Ben  drifenon  bj  die  tyrannical  bigotry  whidh 
ed  over  onr  oooncibi  and  fbr  which  the  Ejng 
eally  answerablcy  although  by  the  fictions  ef 
■iBtitution  his  servants  only  coold  l>e  blamed. 
to  this,  that  the  opporition  was  led  first  by 
Inrke,  and  afterwards  by  Mr.  Fox,  both  in 
rime  of  their  extraordinary  ftcnities,  ranking^ 
^  dieir  zealous  adherants  snch  men  as  Barr^, 
ing,  Lee,  supported  by  the  whole  phalanx  of 
rhig  aristocracy,  and  backed  always  by  the 
pous  weight  of  Lord  Chatham's  authority ; 
;onally  by  the  exertions  of  his  splendid  elo- 
iC,  burning  brighter  than  ever  as  it  approached 
lour  of  its  extinction.  The  voice  of  the 
e,  at  first  raised  against  the  colonies,  soon 
le  loud  against  the  government;  and  each 
er  and  each  disaster  made  the  storm  of  public 
lation  rage  more  and  more  violently.  Even 
int  of  numbers  the  parliamentary  forces  wer^ 
»  unequally  matched  as  we  have  seen  them 
g  subsequent  seasons  of  warlike  discomfiture ; 
bile  Mr.  Pitt  has  had  majorities  of  three  or 
JO  one  in  his  support,  under  all  the  failures  of 
mttnental  prqjects,  Lord  North  was  frequently 
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reduced  to  fight  with  majorities  so  scanty  lu  q 
Resembled    the    more   recent  balance  of 
leiilary  power,  than  the  ordinary  workings  of  enj 
instilution. 

Such  was  the  strife,  and  in  such  untowanl  tit 
Gumstances,  which  Lord  Korth  had  to  maijil^l 
with  ttie  lielp  only  of  his  attorney  and  »oU^| 
([eneralsi  Thuclow  and  Wedderburn,  to  whoBi.^| 
atlerwards  added  Duiidas.  But  a  weight  &r  i^H 
itKcieut  to  counterbalance  tliiH  accession  j| 
About  the  same  time  flung  into  the  opposite  B4fl 
and  rendered  its  preponderance  still  more  cled|^| 
Mr.  Pitt  aig-oalized  his  entmnce  into  Parlia^H 
by  the  mntt  extraordinary  eliHiuence,  at  ^H 
DUttured  and  nearly  perfect  in  its  kind,  ni^H 
lending  all  its  aid  and  all  its  ornament  to  ti^H 
position.  Nothing  daunted,  the  vvleran  mi^H 
perse\'ored  in  maintaiiiing  the  conflict,  aiu^H 
only  driven  from  the  helm  aAer  he  hod  fiaH 
triumphantly  for  six  years  against  the  greater,^ 
of  tlie  Whig  clite^,  and  desperately  for  two  ^M 
)lgaiiisL  the  whole  of  the  body  thui  pow^^H 
Reinforced.  ^H 

Alt  con  tern  |K>rary  reports  agree  in  repraia^H 
Lis  talents  as  having  shone  with  a  great  i^l 
Btaady  liutre  during  this  singularly  trying  p^H 
'Without  luiy  prete-nsiuns  to  fill  the  higher  raa^H 
eloquence,  vtth  no  accomplishments  of  leo^H 
bejnnd    the  scliolanlup   which   a  well-ailii^| 


Biia  gtiL.  at  Oxford,  with  pditioal  in- 
m  soeh  m  the  hktorieal  leading  of  weU- 
d  nMD  oould  gire,  he  difptejed  lo  thorough 
lalntMire  with  oflftcial  and  Ftoliamentary 
t  aa  eaiily  fupplied  all  defects  in  thoae  days 
J  political  acqoiret  ,  while  his  dear  ez- 
sense,  which  never  fid  him  and  constantly 
m  the  victory  over  of  mote  brilliant 

his  natural  tact,  a   U  further  improved  by 
I  and  deep  knowled      of  his  ready 

I  his  cool  determin*  a  i  — would  alto- 
bavemadehimamo  i  !  )  d  debatery 
idependent  of  thos     pe<  (      Ities  in 

le,  and  indeed  all  his  illy,  em  ed  most 
nen — qualities  of  sii  virtue  in  any 

of  either  house  of  Parliament,  but  in  him 
Ids  the  first  place,  of  most  sovereign  efficacy 
ning  and  rallying  his  followers,  and  in  con- 
^  the  audience  at  large — a  wit  that  never 
lim,  and  a  suavity  of  temper  that  could 
e  ruffled.  Combating  his  powerful  adver- 
it  such  a  disadvantage  as  he,  for  the  most 
as  compelled  to  work  up  against,  from  the 
unbroken  series  of  fidlures  which  he  was 
to  defend  or  extenuate,  his  tactics  were 
admired  as  well  as  his  gallantry.  Nothing 
I  in  this  way  ever  showed  both  skill  and 
m  more  than  his  unexpectedly  gpranting  a 
for  inquiring  into  the  State  of  the  Nation« 


I 
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ippoiwl  io  parlianientar)-  proeedure  to  be 
of  dislrust  iQ  the  Ministry ;  for  wlien,  to 
SDd  poweri'ul  speech  iDtroducing  that  pi 
he  contented  hiuuelf  with  niaJiiag  nn  able  a 
pleiH  reply,  and  then  suddenly  proAssed 
radiiMss  to  meet  the  question  in  detail,  I 
•t  oaoe  into  the  curomittee,  the  eueniy 
alt^etlier  unprepared,  and  the  whole  aflidr 
nted  in  smoke. 

To  give  examples  of  bis  unbroken  good-fai 
OS  envialde  as  it  was  amiable,  and  perhaj 
more  nsefhl  than  dther,  would  be  to 
iiiitory  uf  alouut  each  night's  debate  durii 
American  war.     The   rage   of  partjr  aevei 
carried  to  greater  excess,  nor  ever  more  degei 
into  mere  personal  violence.     Constant  Ihi 
tnpeachment,  fierce  attacks  upon  himself 
hii  connexions,  mingled  execration  of  his  m 
and   scorn    of  his  capacity,  lulter   liatred 
person — the  elaborate,  and  daazling,  and 
&OCy  uf  liurke,  the  ui^ridled  licunoe  of  In 
in  whicii  the  youiiir  hloud  of  Fox  nightly 
met,  the  epigruns  uf  Barre,  tlio  close  ri 
■nd  lego]  Bubtiety  of  Dunning,  the  broad 
and  argumDntotive  sorcnsm  of  Lm — wero, 
intennisalon,  exhausted    upon    th 
MemMl  lo  have  ua  eflect  upon  his  habilually 
dqMnmpnt,  nor  lo  consume  his  eudli 
wJtile  tln^  ffeariad  out  hln  hnplaooble 
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hill  liwmriljr  •ntmr  h»  mnMli  hhnrf  tht  oigo 

tk  plmwwtiy^'  mamr  ftrirtoiwri,  nor  erw 
■M^  oraiii|ibMd»  or  Ibroad^lMeoiild  tmn 
rawdi  and  icfreik  Hnb  jadad  liatenan^  whik, 
imdistabed  temper,  Im  inade  theoi  believe 
the  adnuBtagOy  and  eoald  torn  infta  a  langii, 
MHulanf  a  expense^  Ilia  invoetiTe  whieh  had 
eatined  to  erosh  binaelfl  Qn  oaa  or  two 
na,  not  nanj,  tiw  eonaspandenea  of  ecm- 
aiy  writeia  makea  BMOtion  of  Iiia  aeieiiity 
been  ruffled,  aa  a  pioof  to  what  eaoeaMa  of 
e'the  opposition  had  been  earned,  bet  aJao 
eeurrence  ahnoat  out  of  the  ordinarj  oenrae 
nre.  And,  truly,  of  those  exoesses  there 
10  other  instance  be  cited  than  Mr.  Fox  de- 
',  with  much  emphasis,  his  opinion  of  the 
T  to  be  such  that  he  should  deem  it  unsafe 
lone  with  him  in  a  room, 
if  it  would  be  endless  to  recount  the 
hs  of  his  temper,  it  would  be  equally  so  and 
re  difficult  to  record  those  of  his  wit.  It 
I  to  have  been  of  a  kind  peculiarly  charac- 
and  eminently  natural ;  playing  easily  and 
t  the  least  effort;  perfectly  suited  to  his 
nature,  by  being  what  Clarendon  says  of 
ft  IL,  ^^a  pleasant,  affiible,  reoommending 
wit;"  wholly  unpretending;  so  esqulBitely 
to  the  occaaion  that  it  nafer  fidled  of  efibcti 


^ 


j'et  so  readily  produced  und  so  entirely  ui 
tliat  altliough  it  bad  occurred  to  nobody  1 
every  one  wondered  it  had  not  su^ested  i 
all.  A  few  only  of  bis  rayings  iiave  i 
find  these,  as  might  be  e\pecle<i,  are  railier 
which  he  had  chanced  to  coat  o 
aaroasm  or  epigram  that  tended  to  preserve 
lUey  consequently  are  fiir  from  givi 
his  haUltual  pleasantry  and  tbe  gaiety  of  tha 
which  generally  pervaded  his  speeches, 
wlien  a  vebement  declaimer,  eaUing  aloud  (i 
head,  turned  round  and  perceived  his  victi 
consciously  indulging  in  a  soft  slumber,  an 
coming  still  more  exasperated,  denounce 
Minister  as  capable  of  sleeping  while  be 
his  country — the  latter  only  complained  lio« 
it  was  to  be  denied  a  solace  which  other  c 
ao  often  enjoyed,  that  of  having  a  night 
before  their  fate.  When  surprised  in 
dnlgence  during  Ibe  performance  of  a  >^ 
artist,  who,  however,  eJiowed  equal  indignat 
to  ill-timed  a  recreation,  he  contente^I  bin 
observing  how  hard  it  was  that  he  shoi 
grudged  so  very  natural  a  release  from  cons 
cufiering;  but,  as  if  recollecting  himseli^ 
that  it  was  snmewliat  unjust  in  the  gentlen 
eoraplaii)  of  bim  for  taking  the  remedy  n 
had  himself  been  considerate  enough  to  admi 
The  same  good-hamour  and  drollery  quitb 
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n  In  on       ioo.  hiaidof 

•di  which,  if  it  had         1  lo  ii^tne  the 
of  ite  attack,  WMT^  in  affixing 

upon  ita  honeitand        h ;  I  author. 

.  Martin's  propoial  to       ea       U  ed 

16  chair  and  tang^t  to  :  cry  of 

uMia  coalition  I"  Lord  North  coolly  tugw 
that,  as  long  as  the  worthy  member  was 
Bd  to  them,  it  would  be  a  needkis  waste  of 
ilic  money,  since  the  starling  might  wall 
I  his  office  by  deputy*  That  in  society 
nan  most  have  been  the  most  delightfiil  <tf 
ions  may  well  be  supposed.  In  his  fiunily, 
ill  his  private  intercourse  as  in  his  personal 
er,  he  was  known  to  be  in  every  respect 
;    of  scrupulous  integrity  and  unsullied 

statesman,  his  merits  are  confessedly  &r 
to  those  which  clothed  him  as  a  debater  and 
in.  The  American  war  is  the  great  blot 
s  fame  ;  for  his  share  in  the  Coalition  was 
zeptionable  on  account  of  the  bittemeas  with 
ids  adversaries  had  so  long  pursued  him; 
hey  could  submit  to  the  fellowship  of  one 
rhom  they  had  heaped  such  unmeasured 
hey  seemed  to  recant,  or  even  to  confess  that 
nions  which  they  had  previously  professed 
they  had  not  r^dly  entertained.  That  ill- 
aasureof  the  Whigs  seined  to  be  rather  a 


Iribute  of  tardy  Justioo  to  thojrgrmt  odvoi 
il  wu  not  for  him  iiitlwr  to  r<?jrct  it  or  t 
m*  the  motives  from  wlildi  it  wiu  iMtirl. 
policy  towArd*  uur  colmiied,  uf  whk'h  he  1 
till)  leodiii^  atlToonie  in  Parlinnietii,  ond  fl 
he  wu  primurily  rMpuniible  at  iniiiuiGr,  o 
of  nu  deleiicp ;  nor  in  hin  t>o«tiuii,  anil 
monionlaiw  a.  qiuwtitm,  ii  rt  powiiiiv  to  nr 
la  extminttion  of  hh  ofirnding',  that  hv 
along  uwun-  of  tlw  Kin^t'H  <'}n~<9><3ii'*  fti'lj 
obstiiialuly  pontistoil  in  a  liO|icl«ii 
Uruggle  a(^iut  t)i«  liberlieu  of  lid  peopU 
thia,  h(Jirev0r.  wm  the  tkct,  thtriv  exists  m 
iloiibt ;  Jte  waM  lonf^  molvMl  (o  (]iiit  iho  ll 
eUBB  Owrgo  111.  inilitfii  nn  awrnn^  coiu 
id — that  helm  whlcli  ho  ought  to  hnvi 
in  as  liiH  iiiiiiii  was  rnadu  up  to  difiin 
r  of  the  v(?*irl,  unlfw.1  \w  yn 
fellow  hi*  nwn  «!i)iinK' ;  ond  ho  vent  nnty  k< 
piwt  by  otiiuttaiit  (mtiY>utip<,  \iy  nitiiithly  a 
lioiw,  by  the  most  vehenn-tit  |irot«i3tio 
mioj^uiikd  Prltji<p  af^ioiit  a  [irui^M'dltig  w' 
kavr  him  hp]{il(m  In  thp  hands  of  )i!t  ii 
ennmics,  and  pvct  by  [iromtan  always  rM 
lift  hiffl  fr»  wntiitt  lir*  bnt  remain  Tor  a  fifl 
until  Mimti  oiliLT  nrmnj^-mmt  rmild  Im  m 
i«  fit  that  this  c«rtnln  nml  iinpnrtnnl  fhnt  li 
k-labKl ;  and  w«  have  b^furc  in  thn  {imnf*  of 
tlIl^  band  nf  iho  Royal  Suitor  to  liiii  njne 


If 


k6^  QMiflll  IfailB  4nidlMii 

•I  hBft  t9  cMnMt  nd  Mted»  Ifkt 
Bl0^  Tiifti  imporliiiiitf  wflffidiif  q^ 
of  ft  ivvtt-aBtvfid  fwwM  Um  LqmI 

^^^0^  ba  «tP6Ci<d  is  iMiidiii0--ili 

«  a  pMt  wUch,  wUk  ha  ImU  it,  ImI 
of  peitt  m  well  m  mt\mfnMmmi$ 
rwied  tlM  difieulljr  of  Abftadoaii^  Jl 
oger  itftocL 

igh  we  may  tlrai  «]qplaiiit  «•  aM  flot 
abled  to  excofe  tbo  fldnkte^i  oondaet 
and  that  ho  could  no  lopgw  apptofo 
hich  he  waM  required  to  puriue,  aad  of 
end,  \m  wai  bound  to  quit  the  councils 
iUi  and  unreasonable  Soirereign.  Nor 
)  a  wo»e  service,  eitlier  to  the  Priuce 
,  than  enabling  a  Monajrch  to  rule  in 
on,  dictating  tlie  commaods  of  his  owb 
caprice,  through  senrants  who  dls- 
is  mtjasures,  and  yet  suffer  themsehres 
nstruments  for  canying  them  into  exe- 
)ad  King  can  desire  nothing  more  than 
!  by  such  penKNis,  whose  opmions  he 
I  disregard  as  their  inclinations,  but 
111  always  find  his  tools  in  doing  the 
ihief,  because  they  become  the  more  $i 
li's  mercy  in  proportion  m  they  have 
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eurreiidered  Uieir  principles  tmd  their  wil 
Far,   then,  very  fiir  from  vindicating  tlie   ( 
of  Lord  North  in  tliia  essential  point, 
not  to  affirm  that  the  discrepancy  between  I 
timenls  and  his  measures  is  not  even  any 
tion  of  the  disastrous  policy  which  gave  u 
fruits  of  a  long  and  disastrous  war, 
ment  of  the  empire.     In  truth, 
might  have  been  regarded  as  an  error  ofjiul 
become  an  offence,  only  palliated  by  coi 
those  kindly  feelings  of  a  personal  kind  « 
vemed   liini,   but  which  every  ; 
every  one  who  acts  in  any  capacity  a 
others,  is  imperatively  called  upon  to  ( 

"While,  however,  truth  requires  this  i 
justice  equally  demands  that,  in  thusdenuunq 
ofibnce,  WB  should  mark  how  very  far  it  : 
being  a  solitary  case  of  political  misconduct, 
how  many  ullier  great  occasions  have  otho 
lets  sacrificed  their  principles,  not  to  the 
natured  wish  that  tlie  King  might  not  1k>  disi 
but  to  the  more  sordid  apprehension  tliat  the 
^vernmunt  might  be  broken  up,  and  their 
wries  displace  them,  if  they  manfully  acte< 
tlioir  well  known  and  oftentimes  recurde*]  u| 
How  many  of  those  who,  but  for  this  nir 
relrosjiect  inlo  their  own  lives,  which  e 
forcing  upon  them,  would  be  the  very  first  I 
nouDco  a  pliariMiical  condemnation  on  Lord  J 


naiiiy'  |wnui«g  tto 'miirNi  pnwsriliei  fay 
f«P  IM  w  bi  JMl  to  botii  ftttte:  Irat 
'  Hie  diuiiiilor  of  the*  Amaicaii*  wnr,  fay 

to  tfiail  tile  dbnikr  deUii^fWBurf  of  mmdm 
TO  voeeesdied  to  hk  poww,  with  eopMlty  of 
r<miar>t]ini  kisyaiidof  Mmia  wiw  ittembM 
Ijr  In  dMiji  vtovalioB  to '  bigii'  oAoe^  ^villioiit 
Cite  to  sostaiv  it  oria  adom.  Ttetnbjeel, 
•  ft  doipof  nd  mofe  gwcral  inlonst  tiwi 
Unit  of  difpening  jMdoe  adtongf  teiMduali ; 
Httit  tiM  Tory  won^  offense  oftfidtdl  a  mi* 
■D'  be  guilty— -the  abmdomMiif^of  lub  own 
les  for  place,  and  counselling  his  Sovereign 
I  country,  not  according  to  his  conscience, 
wording  to  what,  being  most  palatable  to 
B  most  beneficial  to  the  man  himself. 
Pitt  joining  the  war  party  in  1793,  the  most 
^  and  the  most  fatal  instance  of  this  offence, 
me  which  at  once  presents  itself;  because 
iord  North's  adversaries  there  was  none  who 
1  him  with  such  unrelenting  rancour,  to  the 
f  peremptorily  refusing  all  negoeiationswith 
X  party,  unless  their  new  ally  should  be  ex- 
when  he,  with  a  magnanimity  rare  indeed 

statesmen,  instantly  removed  the  obstacle 
>itter  adversary's  elevation,  by  withdrawing 
as  to  a  share  of  power.  No  one  more  cleariy 
.  I.  X 
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than  Mr.  Pitt  saw  the  Tuinouo  coitsequeticea  ^ 
contest  intu  which  hie  new  associates,  llio  i!ee 
.from  the  Whig  stondanl,  were  drawing  < 
<jriving  him ;  none  so  clearly  perceived  or  so  It 
valued  the  blesungs  of  peace,  as  tlie  linanoc 
tiister,  who  had  but  the  year  hefore  a 
Us  reduction  of  the  whole  nalinnal  estafalii 
with  a  picture  of  our  future  prosperity  almoa 
glowing  even  for  his  great  eloquence  ti 
Accordingly  it  is  well  known,  nor  is  it  ever  a 
tradioled    by  liis  few  surviving  friends,  tlwd 
thoughts  were  all  turned  to  peace.     But  the^ 
of  the  court  was  for  war;  the  ariBtocraoy  V 
war ;   the  country  was  not  disinclined  toward 
being  just  in  that  state  of  excitable  (ti>ough  4 
not  excited)  feeling  which  it  depended  upofrfl 
government,  that  is,  upon  Mr.  Pitt,  either  to  a 
down  into  a  suflerance  of  peace,  i 
Tehement  desire  of  hostilities.     In  these  t 
etanc^es,  the  able  tactician,  whose  geniu 
fined  to  parliamentary  operations,  at  once 
that  a  war  must  place  him  at  the  head  gf  of 
power  in  the  state,  and,  by  uniting  with  I 
more  aristocratic  portion  of  the  WhigB,  crip) 
ftdvetrsaries  irreparably  ;  and  he  preferred  fl 
liis  countiy  into  a  contest  which  he  and  1 
antagonist  by  uniting  their  forces  must  lia,v| 
vented ;  but  then  he  must  also  have  a 
Vr<  Fox  the  power  which  he  was  deter 


t§^  akm  This  was  a  ikr  worse 

ritaat'-tlMMi  Loid  No  i|  altbough  the  oountrjry 

«4ii  liaat  tf»  jMlrii  f»  shared  with  the 

lltani  the  iinjiMttoeati  i              .  Pitt  surrendered 

III  #Mi  jffdgBBmi^  u  power  to  reward  his 

eonvenioiu  1      t<            man  living 

Mi  mnbm  Htm  li             of  this  flagrant 


theCatholie  question  by 
mfaister  wb     he  returned  to  power  in 
and  the  aimiku  »  which  the  Whigs 

jit  hb  deadi  to  the        try  of  Geoige  III.» 
dtedas  exao  le  delinquency, 

theoaencrt     o       of  these  passages 
Its  anything  like  the  aspect  with  the 

scene  of  place-loving  prop       :ies  which  we 
» just  been  surveying.    The  marked  difference 
\ikb  state  of  the  war ;  the  great  desire  which  the 
party  had  of  conducting  hostilities  with  vigour, 
which  the  Fox  party  had  of  bringing  them  to 
The  more  recent  history,  however,  of  the 
question  affordf  instances  more  parallel  to 
ofthe  American  and  the  French  wars.  When 
was  restored,  and  when  even  the  obstacle  to 
SBsancipation  presented  by  George  III.'s  ob- 
bigotry  was  removed,  they  who  had  so  long 
the  uncouth  language,  so  strange  to  the 
ition  of  a  free  country,  of  yielding  to  <'un- 
prqudices  in  a  high  quarter,  impossible  to 
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I  so      8TATWHXN  tmmM»«f«xoaaK  in. 

be  r«n»viil,"  ImiI  now  uo  ]aiif>«r  any  pn* 
L  uttering  Hucb  mmiih!*  a»  thoM.  Thp  R«g«m, 
I  mda  ibe  King,  had  no  pnjadice*  wbich  hnf 
I  ke  hb  nature  ever  so  sMujttve,  naa  callrd 
I  Mipoct;  for  be  had,  np  tn  the  ilIn(!M  of  M>  fl 
'  bran  it  waita  ttitmd  of  ihe  CatboHra. 
'    MNHMF  ditt  be  declare  against  his  former  pri« 

tbui  Lord  Casllerengli  and  3Ir.  Catnnng  a 
\  dsr«lt)iathi*m>nscience(ibeBffnipulOTnc( 
>  of  UeoT^  IV. !)  inn*l  not  be  forced,  an<l 
I    iBlnirtralion  wan  formed  ai^er  another  i 

principle  of  abRTtdoning  all  principle  in  or^ 
I  ffrflowtlie  inter«*la  of  the  partie,  ami  of  U 
,  the  doatDlic  )>e«ice  of  the  conntrT'  by  o 
I  mat  out  of  t\fw.  The  present  stale  oft! 
I  and  imloed  m  n  certain  decree  the  vnnortTtj 
I  punned  by  tiieir  riiiceexson  on  Irish  aBkfni 
I    fridt,  smi  the  natnml  frntt,  of  this  vfaolly  t 

(jpled  t^etem. 
I        "llie  tiibjuct   of  ParHamwitafy  Reforni   I 
\    other  iUtutrallona  of  a  lilce  kind.     To  tit 

cODittttitioii  of  parliament  af  one  party  ten 
I  t*  raitore  it  as  another  said,  but  to  cbar 
I    oetual  ■trur-iiirr  a*  all  aiimitted,  might  be  r 

it  mi^ht  be  vrongi  might  Iw  necenary  I 
,    pnn  of  lliB  timntfy,  or  might  be  the  beglai 

iMStrieahIc  cunfiuion ;  but  at  any  rai 

<rere  railed  upon  tn  decide  w  gnvc 

upofl  iu  own  merit* — a  [jneKlion  by  &r  Ihe  it 
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||p4o|Htflf  I  raw  in  Hm  w4Nrld 

PR  mmommtlAi-^  i^  th^  peaceful  4eli» 

ii  »  decide  fay  the 

of.iignpiw^t  ^Innn  >»>  ^^  itioa  wkich,  ia 
pgf;HP<jher.4|g«^:lPpr]iijjpp  ^«^  qtl  oountry,  muf t 
j|p,Jb«»4fttoni^in^,.     t%  <  tioas  of  poli<- 

|g|MW.OF  aigiiiiBkCQilf^i]^  but  by  the  s^onb 

|||.tti»  mwc>  of  fW  oombatanls.  Yet  tlu9 
pi|l|QR ,  ]«ll  mm  .lib  I  e,  4UQul  by  more  t]iaa 
IIP  jiBltyy  .fai(Hi  .jQiide  tbe  act  of  oomproBiuey 
l^itHVB  tinQ  ii^km  up*  at^ano  1  donrQ^  a« 

l^acl  .tib*  eoaFeoieiico  tlie  duty  of 

MdpniL  Of  a  sseiD  i^^  those, amen  have  joo 
|j|it>to  Uame  Loid  North  fer  remainiag  ia  office, 
loi^  diBaf^pacoTuig  the  American  war,  rather 
in  break  up  the  govermnent  and  open  the  doors 
if  Downiog-street  to  the  Opposition.  In  one  re- 
flect, indeed,  Lord  North  has  been  by  far  outdone 
by  them.  No  exigency  of  party  afl^rs  ever  drove 
kin  back  to  the  side  of  the  American  controversy 
yUch  he  had  escaped.  But  the  "  Reformers  of 
Ik  Eleventh  Hour/'  having  made  all  the^use  of 
jUr  new  creed  which  they  well  could,  took  the 
Ijportunity  of  the  new  re%n  to  cast  it  off,  and, 
lacying  they  could  bow  do  without  it,  returned 
Wd  the  bosom  of  their  own  church,  becoming  once 
line  &ithful  supporters  of  things  as  they  are,  and 
Itom  enemies  of  refonou 
.  A  new  and  perhaps  unexpected  vindication 
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Lord  North  lias  been  recently  presented  by  ilie 
CanadinD  jioliuy  of  liberal  goverjimeii 
mistakes  by  inferior  artists  can  extenuate  the  ^ 
ings  of  their  more  eminent  predecessors, 
the  senseless  folly  was  stated  of  clin°^ng  by  0 
Mies  wholly  useless  and  merely  expensive, 
all  admit  must  sooner  or  later  assert  their  i 
pendence  aod  be  severed  from  tlie  niother-coini 
none  of  all  thia  was  denied,  nor  indeed  coul 
but  the  answer  was,  that  no  government  wlial 
could  give  up  any  part  of  its  dominions  \ 
being  compelled  by  force,  and  that  histoij 
irded  no  example  of  such  a  surrender  witlio^ 
obstinate  stni^le.  What  more  did  Lord  I 
and  tlie  other  authors  of  the  disgraceful  ( 
with  America,  than  act  upon  this  bad  principll 
But  a  general  disposition  exists  in  the  pti 
day  to  adopt  a  similar  course  to  the  oe 
have  been  reprobating  in  him,  and  that  upon  i 
tions  of  the  highest  importance.  It  i 
demanded  by  one  part  of  tlie  commur 
lost  conceded  by  some  portion  of  our  rulers  inl 
ip,  that  it  h  the  duty  of  statesmen  when  in  a 
Id  abdicate  the  functions  of  Government, 
allude  to  the  unworthy,  the  preposterous,! 
sbameftil,  the  utterly  disgraceful  doctrine  of  ff 
are  called  "  opt^  qursliom."  Its  infamy  i 
jBodacity  has  surely  no  parallel.  Enough  > 
it  the  Ctitholic  Emancipation  should  have  I 


XAE]>  XOBTB. 

D  this  ftshion,  firom  a  fuppoaed  u^oeBsity 
the  pressure  of  frnoied,  nay  fictitious 
.  No  one  till  now  ever  had  the  assiuv 
tforwaidy  as  a  general  prineiple»  so  pro* 
nle  of  conduct;  amounting  indeed  to 
when  any  set  of  politicians  find  their 
1  recorded  opinions  inconsistent  with  the 
f  office,  they  may  lay  them  asidei  and 
te  duty  of  Government  while  they  retain 
lents  and  its  powers.  Mark  weQ,  too, 
i  not  done  upon  some  trivial  questioDi 
oen  who  would  act  together  in  one  body 
inment  of  great  and  usefiil  olgects  may 
mes  must  waive,  or  settle  by  mutual  con* 
lothing  of  the  kind ;  it  is  upon  the  gpreatest 
iseful  of  all  objects  that  the  abdication  is 
and  is  supposed  to  be  made.  Whether 
HI  be  final  or  progressive — ^whether  the 
«*ranchise  shall  be  extended  or  not— 
•ting  shall  be  by  Ballot  or  open — whether 
Laws  shall  be  repealed  or  not— such  are 
upon  which  the  ministers  of  the  Crown 
kI  to  have  exactly  no  opinion ;  alone  of 
community  to  stand  mute  and  inactive, 
nking,  neither  stirring — and  to  do  just 
either  more  nor  less  than— nothing.  It 
inecessary  to  say  more.  "  I7ie  v)crd  ah* 
which  men  debated  so  long  one  hun* 
lily  years  ago,  is  the  only  word  in  the 


(f  Of  time  of  g 

ctiouary  which  can  suit  the  case.     Can  « 

r  thsD  this,  tlmt  there  ara  d 
Ions  upon  which  it  is  wholly   impossible  lU 
ivemincDt  should  not  hare  some   opinion,! 
^iiallj  neoesaary  that,  in  order  to  de«rve  the  q 
If  a  GoverDment.  its  members  should  agree? 
«  one  set  or  men  in  office  rather  than  t 
[  beoause  they  agree  amon^  themselvee^  I 
r  with  their  adversariea  upon  such  great  H 
s  as  these?     The  code  of  political  i 
a  tlie  idem  teriiire  de  rrpubHra  as 
e  bond  of  virtuous  union  among  honest  a 
r  like  if/nif  vflle  atqnr  idem  rutllf  is  alsoa  well-k 
,   priocipte  of  action ;  but  among'  tlie  e 
Cfttiliiw,  and  by  the  eonfessitin  of  their  [ 
leader.     Can  it  be  doabted  for  a  moment  of-% 
that   when  a  government  has  said  *'  We  i 
ftgrao  on  these  the  only  important  pmnta  of^ 
I  Ajcal  policy,"  the  thne  is  come  (b 
I  iag  and  chan^ng  it.  as  that  an  agreement  r 
J  eusly  deraaodw!  by  the  best  interests  of  llie  i 
B^jnay  be  secured?     Tbey  are  questions  upon  n 
i  optnion  must  be  formeil  by  every  mni 
■tesmaa  or  indtridiial,  ruler  or  eul^t. 
'  the  great  measures  in  qtieslion  is  either  e 
6t  it  b  hurtfVil.     The  peopti>  have  an  tod: 
L  jjglit  to  the  help  of  the  Government  in  fbrt! 
t  if  Iteneficial,  in  resi^tin^  it  if  perniciooa  ; 
1   these  subjects, 
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miK^tsfiidi  fiii  1  e  the 

iorikta.tiMr  &tiw^      lyto      t     .whw- 

WW ■  JO. Guvitgnioant  at  alitii  y?    B«> 

I  .tlMgf^iiiiWluiM. hai ds  tbeai     j    txatioa  of 
V  k  vQfted  ve  tm  vad  xa        t*  j        their 
ft.ihanto  do  their,  dity. 
mihrTiewi^jioiiiei         mtfbtrwaadaQdevea 

I  upon,  but  of  00  vulj  r,  so  iocompaiably  bate 
dy  that  we  hardly  know  if  wenhould  deign  to 
ion  it  The  partisans  of  a  ministry  are  wont 
7  for  their'  patrons,  that,  unless  the  country 
br  certain  measures,  it  shall  not  have  them. 

I I  Is  this  the  duty  of  rulers  ?  Are  men  in 
stations  to  give  all  that  may  be  asked,  and 
to  give   because  of  the  asking,  without  re- 

ing  whether  it  be  a  boon  or  a  bane  ?  Is  the 
0  of  them  that  hold  the  citadel  to  be  '^  Knock, 
t  shall  be  opened  unto  you  ?*' — Assuredly  such 
as  these  do  not  rise  even  to  the  mean  rank  of 
)  disgraced  spirits  elsewhere,  who  while  in  life 

yisser  senza  infamia  e  senza  lodo ; 

if  them  we  may  at  least  say  as  of  these, 

Non  ragionam  di  lor  ma  guarda  e  passa  * 


hile  Lord  North  led  the  House  of  Commons, 
id  extremely  little  help  from  any  merely  poli- 
men  of  his  party.     No  ministers  joined  him  in 

*  Dant>:,  Tnf. 
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defending  the  measures  of  his  Government.    ' 

reliouce  was  upon  professional    supporters; 

Gibbon  has  described  Lira  aa  alurabering  betl 

the  great  legal  Pillars  of  his  odmiDistralioiii 

Attorney  aiwl  Solicitor  General,  who  indeed  I 

.  posed  hb  whole  strength,  until  Mr.  Dundas,  i  ~ 

I  profesidonal  supporter,  being  Lord   AdvocaW 

j  Scotland,  became  a  new  and  very  valuable  a 

I  floii  to  his  forces. 


•  Ml  ::.-»?,■.. 4, »    4-  -47-.  ).. .   ,--fKr..,,- 
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HTxDpnuNTBX,  aftarwaidiLoiidLongfabagongh 
Skrl  of  BonlyDi  was  ime  of  the  iew  eminMit 
m  who  have  shone  at  the  least  as  much  in 
oal  affiurs  as  in  Westminster  HalL  Of  those 
ish  barristers  to  whom  this  remark  is  appli* 

Mr.  Perceval  was  perhaps  the  most  consi* 
le;  of  men  bred  at  the  Scotch  bar,  and  who 

promoted  in  England,  Lord  Melville :  Mr. 
jerbum,  in  some  sort,  partook  of  both  kinds, 
tg  been  originally  an  advocate  in  Edinburgh, 
e  he  distinguished  himself  by  his  eloquence  and 
e  fierceness  of  his  invective,  which,  being  di- 
d  against  a  leading  member  of  the  bar,  ended 
quarrel  with  the  court,  led  to  his  removing 

the  provincial  theatre,  and  ultimately  raised 
to  the  English  bench.  He  was  a  person  of 
powers,  cultivated  with  much  care,  and  chiefly 
ted  towards  public  speaking.  Far  from  being 
found  lawyer,  he  was  versed  in  as  much  pro- 
•nal  learning  on  ordinary  subjects  as  sufficed 
he  common  occasions  of  Nisi  Prius,  On 
ge  law,  he  is  believed  to  have  had  more  know- 


■BV      nxToaus  09  ma  ov  ososaB  iii. 

I  ledge,  atiil   llie  wlmle  subject  lies  witliin 

I  DAiTow  compass.     lie  affected  great  acquaii 

I  with  cnnstitutional  learning :  but  on  thu  i 

I  were  enlerttuniKl,  augmented,  certainly,  by  ti 

I  scrupulous  diatitier  hi  wMoli  his  upinitma  w 

I  the  aervice  of  the  political  |>artics  I 

I  belonged  to.     But  his  strength  1uy  in  clealin| 

I  fluib  ;  ond  hnv  all  lits  ooati^mpunirioB  n^ra 

I  ptnmn  to  hnve  been  imrlvalled.     U  was  prd 

I  this  genkia  for  narrativo,  for  arguing  upon  f 

I  bjlities,  for  marshalling  and  fur  ntHng  tvid 

I  that  ehime  ao  brilliantly  in  his  grenl  speeoh  t 

I  bar  uf  the  Hmiw  of  L^jrds  upon  the  e 

I  Douglas  cau«e,  and  wliich  no  less  a  jiidger] 

I  Mr.  Fox  pronounced  to  be  liw  very  finest  ha 

I  bMrtl  on  any  siil^ect.     It  must,  howBrer,  i 

I  nutrked,  (n  ubatainent  of  this  high  puD^:yrN| 

'  the  feeulty  of  slalenient  and  of  reasoning  n " 

the  dciteinenl  of  n  eontenliutis  dtibate,  b«inf . 

little  poMe^sed  by  thai  g^at  man  liinisell^  a  fe 

display  of  it,  not  so  unusual  in  profuwioBali 

might  prodnce  a  grmter  impression  upon  hiaii 

was  pniiwrfioned  lt>  its  tnie  vahie  and  mU  m 

That  it  una  a  prodigious  exhibition  may  M«4 

[  Imb  be  admitted  to  the  united  tesliiEiouy  uf  4 

I  TM»11ort  it,  and  who  have  lived  in  our  om^ 

I  Tlmt  Lord  Ijnughbornngh  never  forgot  tiic  Dtl 

I  CKUse  Itself,  M  he  was  said  to  have  fin^ 

I  maiy  merely  l^al  arguments  in  nhich  ite^i 


i  ■       1 


9» 


IftMto'tlL.,    .  .  „.  ttppean  from  one 

^i' Mi  JittHjiaurti fa *!  i'jrf'w      e  he  imported 

iMto  a  VMe'MRm  liW'  t      longing  to  it, 

%ftt  Te6cBeettd'b]f  MliHui  i            pAyredinthe 

^*  ^flM  -ttaniier'iir teaAi     Sft'^fM  remariced  as  excel- 

Vht;  atid  thooghlt'pR)  9y  fMUtook  eren  then  of 
Hkt  tfvlBF^MdiAon  If]  'in  his  later  years,  some- 
WMilMdenddtiponY!    :  )us/itmn9tetertainly 

Vlf6'lMen  Aofe  the  «  mon  order  of  forensic  de- 
tD  ettm  fbe  'tepntadon  whidi  has  remained 
9%htrlie  ma^  it  tut  dbjeet  of  his  eiqyecial 
*»  ettlaiB*  He  is  supposed  to  haTe  studied 
Efilttyer;  land  he  ^certainly  spared  no  paina 
iD  eraifieate  his  northern  accent,  beside  being  ex- 
'ttsdingly  careful  to  avoid  proTincial  M)Iecisms. 
%s  efibrts  were  eminently  successful  in  both  these 
"(krtfcnlars ;  but  the  force  of  second  nature,  habit, 
iffl  yield  to  tiiat  of  Nature  herself,  who  is  apt  to 
I  Srercome  in  the  end  all  violence  that  cultivation 
JtkKj  do  her.  His  Scotticisms  and  his  vernacular 
%btB  returned  as  his  vigour  was  impaired  in  the 
iBdine  of  lifb ;  showing  tliat  it  was  all  the  while 
in  efRyrt  which  could  not  continue  when  the  atten- 
Qftn  was  relaxed  and  its  powers  enfeebled. 

TTpon  the  removal  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  he 
Ikned  the  Northern  Circuit,  having  then  the  rank 
HP  Binges  Counsel.  As  this  was  contrary  to  all 
Ike  rules  of  the  profession,  and  was,  indeed,  deemed 


to  b«  a  discreditable  proceeding  as  welt  a 

of  tliscipline,  even  independent  of  other  pecuU 

I  otteudiiig  tlie  operatiou,*  an  immediate  r 

)  adopted  by  the  Bar  to  refuse  holding 

villi  the  new-comer ;  a  resolution  quite  fii 

t  Mr.  Wallace, 
learning  and  ability,  been  tempted  to  break  1 
thereby  at  once  to  beiii^fit  himself  and  nearly  d 
Ibe  combination.     Be  thus  secured,  beside  IJ 

«advautageof  profesiioual  adTance 
[latroDage  of  his  leader,  who  in  a  few  yeoia  fa 
Solicitor-General,  and  aflerwards  Attorney). 
Lurd  Kurth's  adniintstralion,  drawing  Mr.  T/9 
upwards  iu  bis  train.  He  practised  in  the  C 
Chancery ;  but  iu  those  days  the  line  had  n 
drawn  which  now,  so  hiutfully  for  the  Eqoiq 
tilioner,  separates  the  two  sides  of  Wes 
Bidl :  and  Chancery  leaders  frequented  the  iK 
circuits  almost  equally  with  practitioners  j 
Courla  of  Common  Law. 

When  be  entered  the  House  of  ( 
beoinie,  in  a  very  short  time,  one  of  the  r 
■upporl*  of  its  ffliniBlerial  leader ;  the  oth 
Lonl  Thurlow:  and  while  they  remained  I 
defend  him  Lord  >'urth  might  well,  as  Gibbj 
described  the  "  I'alinnrus  of  tlie  state,"  ind: 
•JuBibers,  Hilli  his  Atluniey  and  SoUcilor  i 
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sh  wanty  remains 
i      BOverfromthBik 
of  the  orators  who 


or  even  the  < 
a  part  in  them.    The  critic  cannot  ^m  such 
its  divine  the  species  and  supply  the  lost 
as  the  comparative  anatomist  can  by  the 
m  of  a  few  bones  in  the  fossil  strata  of  the 
Until,  therefore,  Lord  Loughborough  came 
tlie  House  of  Lords,  indeed  until  the  Regency 
occupied  that  assembly  in  1788  and  1789, 
were  left  without  the  means  of  assigning  his 
as  a  debater.    Of  his  forensic  powers  we 
better  opportunities  to  judge.     Several  of 
aignments  are  preserved,  particularly  in  the 
of  £[ing8ton's  case  and  in  one  or  two 
of  celebrity  heard  before  him  in  the  Corn- 
Fleas,  from  which  we  can  form  an  idea,  and 
k  a  very  exalted  one»  of  his  clearness  and  neat- 


nets  of  slotement,  the  poini  aod  pi 
}ai^^g«,  aiid  tiiv  A>rce  and  evea  Rre  wii 
lie  pressed  hu  ar^uuieut,  or  bore  down 
adverse  combatant.  The  effect  of  his  el 
upon  a  vi»rj-  &vourable  audience  cerlainiy, 
a>6e8«un  of  gnaX  public  \-iolence  and  dssLi 
it  was  againat  the  Americana,  cuid  bc£«e  I 
Council  at  ths  commencement  of  tlu»  i 
well  known.  Mi.  fox  alhided  to  it  in 
the  CommoDa  against  being  led  away 
eloquence  as  Mr.  Pitt  had  jiwt  astonidled  ih 
at  the  renewal  of  the  var  in  I S03 :  icmind 
howallmim  "  twsednp  their  l^s  and  clap 
hands  in  boimdless  delight"  at  Mr.  Wedt 
Privy-CojincU  speech,  without  reckoning 
it  was  to  entail  upon  them.  Of  this  iataou 
no^ng-  remains  but  a  smaJl  portion  of  life  i 
against  Franklin,  which,  b«ng  couched  in.i 
and  conveyed  by  elaaaical  allusion,  has  b 
Bened,  as  almost  always  Itappena  to  win 
thus  aheattied.  It  refers  to  some  letters  o 
nial  governor,  which,  it  waa  alleged,  ht 
onfuirly  into  Fraakliu's  hands,  and  beta 
perly  u»ed  by  him ;  and  the  Solieitoih( 
dassteal  nit  vraa  displayed  in  JMii^ 
iUnslriciiu  person's  iilerar^-  cliaraoler.  i 
him  a  maji  of  three  letters  the  old  Romtil 
a  thief  I  Pily  thai  so  sorry  a  sample  gf 
braUxl  on  orator  ahmilil  be  all  that  has  m 


.  •  •  I' 
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11  llie  -ipeeeli  and  fbe  vihole  eoctte  was  not 

Bt  Us  -cifeet  upon  Mm  who  was  tke  prindpal 

nF  attack,  wppeun  saffieienlly  oertain }  ftv 
h,-  at  the  moment^  armagnaBfanous,  and,  ia« 
aoBiewliat  ofvidoDe,  capiciiDn  of  oontempt 
18  Mpeakaev  is  raperted  to  have  eseaped  hhn  in 
rio  one  wiK>  iioped,  rather  okunsUyy  that  he 
iflM  hart,  *"!  shoeld  think  myadf  aeaaer 
I  have  been  doBcribed,  if  anytiiiag  cooung 
such  a  quarter  could  rex  me ;"  yet  it  is  well 
1  that,  when  the  cunbassadors  were  met  to 
Lhe  peace  of  VerBailies,  by  whieh  the  inde- 
nce  of  America  was  acknowledged,  Franklin 
j,  in  order  to  change  his  dress  and  affix  his 
to  the  treaty  in  those  very  garments  which  he 
when  attending  the  Priyy  Council,  and  which 
d  kept  by  him  ibr  the  purpose  during  many 

a  little  inconsistently,  it  must  be  confessed, 
he  language  of  contemptuous  indiiS»rence  used 
n  at  the  moment. 

len  he  was  raised  to  the  bench  in  1780,  and 
leetal  Commission  was  issued  for  trying  the 
I,  he  presided,  and  delivered  a  charge  to  the 
1  Jury,  the  subject  at  the  time  of  ssuoh  auir 


^taadvBnion  for  iu  luuttor,  anil  of  bouiKllcM*  '^U 
Kgyric  for  its  execution.  It  vaa  publisliod  j^ 
I  iridely  ciruulutud  under  tlie  aulliority  uf  tliu  luariiiil 
,  Judgu  Ikiniwlf  i  aad  wq  have  thus  in  tlic  lir«t  |>].>' 
)    tliB  raennsof  determinin);  how  fur  the  uuiitimijioi.i: 

>  Opiuioiu  u]Mtii  that  pnMluctiiiii  iUelf  were  »> 
*  founded,  and  next  buw  far  tliu  uduiirulimi  taciii 
■    by  the  uilitir  eSbrta  of  Iliti  anmts  artist  was  jn^.! 

>  beetowed.  Whoever  now  reudu  this  cflebrui'  . 
'    charge  ivill  confew  ttiat  tlie  bkino  and  the  {irii. 

'  illolted  to  it  were  alike  cxi^jemtuii,  I'nr  It" 
Lltjin^  down  bad  law  and  propagating  I'roin  i'..,: 
■Senoh  dangerous  doutrines  respeoting;  treiUDn,  tlu> 
■vluile  legal  portion  of  it  comisla  in  a  [|uulatioa 
■ftom  Jud^ire  Foster's  book,  and  a  Blateuieiit  in  wUfll 
'  every  Jawyor  must  concur,  that  the  lliut  Ae^^f 
,   never  intended  to  prevent  the  nmguitrat«  ^H 

>  qnelling  a  riot  during  tlie  hour  after  proclain^^l 
Then  tliii  wliole  merit  of  the  uddrea*  in  poi^^| 
•xacution  consists  in  the  lumiuouH,  concisi^^H 

L-  occasionally  impressive  sketch  of  the  late  ri^^| 

l|]>mcecdings  whicli  liad  given   rise  to   Lhs  t^^| 

■thkt  this  uarnilivo,  delivered  in  a  clear  aud  i^H 

nioiu  voice,  loud  without  being  barsb,   M4^H 

■fter  tho  event,  ond  while  men's  niinda  wuc^H 

with  the  alarm  of  their  late  esrapo,  uul  wi^^| 

dlgnatlon  at  the  cause  uf  tlieir  fears,  should  IBI^H 

deep  linpreMion,  and  pass  current  as  a  Ktonda^H 

eloquence  fiu'  above  the  true  one,  may  wo^H 
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Md.     Bill 

MM  Um  tho  triio^g 
et  of  tbo  Judgo  wIm  ooi 
ho  poiiM  nyuiUbitod  ihtc 
M»t  or  ntlior  to  I  ■ 
ftdingt  whioh  tb  due 
I  nqidrad  him  itt 
A  a  sliort  month  al  the  rioti  thonaelvei 
Matty  penom  werci  put  upon  their  trial  tout 
lAnoe  I  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Chief 
e^s  addrem  oonibted  of  a  eolemn  and  ttatdj 
I  upon  the  enormity  of  the  oflbnoe^  and  a 
of  whatever  eouM  be  alleged  in  extenuation 
I  offimden'  oonduot  It  vetemUed  &r  move 
eech  of  an  advocate  for  the  prosecution  than 
arge  of  a  Judge  to  the  Grand  Jury,  Again, 
we  find  a  composition  which  all  men  liad 
.  to  praise  as  a  finished  specimen  of  oratory, 
^  to  a  rather  ordinary  level,  there  is  some 
Ity  in  avoiding  the  inference  that  an  abate* 
ihould  also  be  made -from  the  great  eulogies 
fed  upon  its  author's  other  speeches,  which 
lot  reached  us ;  and  we  can  hardly  be  without 
ion  that  much  of  their  success  may  have  been 
to  the  power  of  a  fine  delivery,  and  a  clear 
in  setting  off  inferior  matter ;  to  which  may 
led  tlie  never-fidling  efifeot  of  correct  compo- 
if  employed  either  at  the  Bar  or  in  Farlia- 
where  a  more  slovenly  diotion  ii  so  much 
frequent  even  with  the  best  speal^ers. 


I 


That  lie  was  a  Uiorou^hly'dei'oted  party-n 
bis  Ii&,  can  indeed  no  more  be  qttPSTioneri  il 
he  owed  to  the  rasj«»u»reB  of  faclion  ram 
■uci*«a;.  He  did  ijot  cease  to  feel  the  ferae  of  ji 
sttiKhnieitt  when  ho  aecenried  the  Iknch  ;  bbA 
can  be  no  Hmibt  that  hia  objfct  at 
wlule  he  sat  in  the  Commou  Pleiu,  \ 
great  prixe  of  ihe  profrsmon  wliiolt  lie  tA  I 
tedaceil  into  poeeweioo.  We  shnll  in  vain  U 
uy  steady  iidliereitce  io  one  ooiie  nf  politic 
ciplee,  any  conBisleiil  parauit  of  one  undc 
line  of  ooridtK^t,  in  Ijis  brilliatjl  and  uiii 
nieeewfnl  career.  He  entered  parlinment 
oompromisin^  opposiiion  ti>  Lord  North's 
and  for  rone  yean  dUtinguishnl  himsdf 
their  most  fieree  a«ailants,  nt  a.  time  y>\ten  a 
tmors  bad  been  committed,  or  any  crbnes 
public  liberty  or  the  pcEU?e  of  the  world  a 
bad  to  tlieir  charge.  On  the  eve  of  lb«  Al 
war  he  joined  tiiem  whEii  their  measnTsf  n 
eotnln^  dnify  more  indefensible ;  and  it  k 
tlwi,  like  many  otiiers  in  similar  i 
ap]ieared  at  firet  10  havelost  llicpoweruf  utt 
•0  mtonished  and  overcome  was  ho  with  Uw 
whicli  he  Imil  made  after  preferment.'  But  I 
reoovered  iiis  fiicatiioa,  and  continued  in  o 

•  jUliuliDg  to  thi>  pnttage  of  bin  Jilv.  Jniili 
XlJVth  Lcller,  BBJB.  ■*  Wu  have  s«u  liir 
Conmoni ovrrwhebned  «'" 


i  and  ngJMMiliiay  fufpodor^f  ^  Ihe  m6»- 
l  uluek.  hifcfiiiw  nhwMiiui!  cnn^tM 
■t  kto  rtiwi»ii<Mi,  and  out.  «f  dJariBfectioa 
f  Mvoli;,  .nor  dbi J»  qnii  tiam/wtaii  4hj 
mimL  Iha  ettfire  in  tunin.-  EinyiiFwi  &om 
Bof  Ihe  teoBle  and  the  £Hram,i  onfthebcnih 
nned  their.  parfeiMm>  wksa  they  joined  in  a 
I  with,  their  midbiticHift  and  iiiMei:n|MiliMn 
».  For  many  yean.o£  Mr^  Pitt's  admhili^ 
•a  waatheieaiif  nel  the  avosired.  leader  ef 
ite  ej^MMitioa  in  the  Hoaafr  <^  laxda^  as 
,  Chief  Juslioe  of  the  Conunmi  ^Fleae  in 
Baler  HalL  He  had  wMfes  the:  Ccalttien 
ai  foretaste  of  that  great  banqjNiet  ofrdignity 
t>nage,  emolument  and  power,  on  which  he 
nuuGveably  fixed  his  long-sighted  and  pene- 
eye ;  having  been  Chief  Commissioner  of 
U  Seal  durii^  the  short  life  of  that  justly 
ar  administration.  This-  scanty  repast  bill 
his  appetite  the  more ;  and  among  the 
>ld  and  unhesitating  of  the  Prince's  ad- 
x>n  the  question  of  the  Regency,  the  Chief 
was  to  be  found  the  boldest  and  most 
ing, 

le  can,  upon  a  calm  review  of  that  famous 
)rsy,  entertain  any  doubt  that  the  strict 
f  t)ie  constitution  prescribed  one  coutbo, 
he  manifest  considerationa  of  expediency 
ed  another.  Nothing  can  be  more  contrary 


I 


to  the  whole  frame  of  a  mcin&rehjr  tliui  i 
the  very  fundameiilal  principle,  Ihat  o{  be 
deecent,  for  which  and  its  benefits  so  mani^  ■ 
and  eveo  pernicious  anomaliefl  are  overlooke< 
constant  risks  encountereil,  and  euch  a 
tical  inconveniences  borne  with,  to  bo  broJ 
upon  when  the  Bovereign  13  disabled,  ^ 
tnfiuicy,  or  by  old  age,  or  by  disease,  and,  i 
of  following  the  plain  course  of  the  success 
call  in  the  elective  voice  of  the  country  by  t 
that  resolves  the  ^vernment  into  its  first  pi 
To  make  this  appeal,  and  not  merely  U 
regent,  but  to  limit  his  powers,  is  in  otherl 
to  frame  a  new  constitution  for  the  stale 
shall  last  during  the  monarch's  incapadtj 
which,  if  it  be  fit  far  the  purposes  of  goven 
onght  assuredly  not  to  be  replaced  by  the  oi 
when  he  recovers  or  attains  his  perfect  poi 
action.  The  phantom  0 
an  incapable  king  to  confer  upon  \ 
other  branches  of  the  legislature  had  proposi 
outward  semblance  of  a  statute  passed  by  1 
three,  was  an  outrage  upon  all  constitutiona 
ciple,  and,  indeed,  upon  the  c 
kind,  yet  more  extravagant  than  the  electiTe 
of  the  whole  process.  Nevertheles 
reasons  of  a  practical  description  which  01 
Dus  considerations,  and  reconciled 
)  to  such  an  anomalous  ^loceoding.  It  < 


sTATBBiuW'Or'niw  or  obobos  n^ 

b&l  to  ntiich  ilie  two  remaining  branches  a 
cripplctl  Parliumeni  huiJ  aeseuied,  iiu 
;  acUiressiD^  the  Heir-apparent,  d«di 
I  tompont;  vacancy  of  the  throne,  aiid  (katrini 
I  tBmptirBrily  to  lill  it.     The  sudden  reeoveiyM 

Kiag:  prevented  the  eKperiinent  friiin  bein 
I  flUiy  iried  ;  but  it  wm  i«peat«l  aftur  pi 

■lioii  and    mucli  discusstua    in    IStO. 
I    preoedtnta  Iluis  made  have    now  settled  t 
sdtution&l  law  and  praotice  iu  I 
tkinkr. 

Tlie  Parliament  of  Ireland,  it  is  to  be 
I   tUd  not,  in  tlie  eorlier  case,  pursuer  the  m 

wtlh  that  (if  tireat  Briiain.     Our  tellow-oi 
1  kUhough  duelling  fartber  from  the  iiang  m 
]  nore  devotedly  given  to  it«  woi-Hfaip  than  o 
I  5Tiey  could  see  nothlog  of  expediency  op  di 

strain   tlieir  zeal;  and  tfatyd 
I  the  Pritiee  of  Wales  to  take  dim 
t  without  any  restriction  « 
f  <  it  to  His  Royal  Ui<^hneas  to  mftkM 
f  ptontian  he  might  d«eai  moat  couvenittat^ 

t  detltronement    and   hii  lathcr'a 
[  fhould  he  recover.     It  is  the  aome  counOy  I 
having  some  tliirty  j'ean  later  been  itl-in 
ome  iiidivid<ia],  leotitied  their  sent 
nwiU  by  overt  acta  of  idiilatrj-, 
amo«gr  tlirm  at  the  most  justly  uj 
of  his  Kfe,  and  even  began  ft  iub«criptioa  fl 
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rfMapJmt^of  wliieh,  hower^y  nota&rthiog 
mrpaid** 

I  tte  eonndtetkMMs  and  in  the  intrigaes,  to 
ii  tlik  crisis  gave  rise,  Lord  Longhborongh 
a  Ibrwaid  part*  That  he  should  have  agreed 
the  rest  of  the  partj  in  the  constitutional  view 
ik  they  toc^  of  the  question,  could  excite  no 
rise,  nor  give  rise  to  any  comment.  But  it  is 
known  that  his  views  were  of  a  more  practical 
Mthan  any  which  appeared  in  the  debate. 
Ii  determined,  unscrupulous,  he  recommended 
Mneil  a  course  which  nothing  but  the  courage 
ltd  from  desperation  could  have  made  any 
Ink  Statesmen  in  the  eighteenth  century  take 
th^  serious  consideration,  and  which,  if  it  had 
1  pursued,  would  have  left  the  odium  attached 

Seneral  censures  of  a  whole  nation  are  generally 
h,  and  really  of  no  ayail.  But,  if  the  Irish  people 
1  avoid  the  ill  opinion  under  which  they  labour  among 
|Bi  of  reflection,  and  raise  themselves  to  the  rank  of  a 
I  fit  for  self-government,  they  must  begin  to  show  that. 
ean  think  for  themselves,  and  not  follow  blindfolded 
f  delusion,  or  suffer  to  be  practised  upon  them  every 
and  shameless  fraud,  and  ^ve  the  countenance  of  their 
Mcence  to  every  avowal  of  profligate  principles  which 
€  made  before  them.  At  present,  they  are  only  known 
I  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens  for  a  mass  of  people  never 
dted,  though  absolutely  ruled,  by  the  priests  and  the 
ltB»  who  use  them  as  blind,  unreflecting  tools.  Tet  the 
n  and  the  worth  of  the  nation  are  denied  by  none. 
^ej  soon  be  really  emancipated,  and  learn  to  think  and 
W  themselves  I 

»L.  I.  I* 


lOS        STAl-ESHEJI  OF  TIME 

to  Un  Coalition  in  the  sliade.  aud  vmM  U 
lit  lliis  cotintry  repent  them  of  not  li&viog 
tlie  parties  to  it  jet  mure  bitterly  and  m 
versaU]'.  It  was  tlie  opi»ion  uf  the  I 
Justice,  that  the  Priuce  of  Wales  shonU  1 
wailed' for  even  an  address  of  the  tw»  hoi 
oOlmdering  them  as  nunentities  while  t 
was  empty,  should  at  once  liave  prooeeded  U 
at  it  was  delicately  and  daiutily  tenned,  i 
live  bnuich  of  tiie  coustitution ;  in  otii 
proclsim  himself  regeot,  and  issue  his  tat 
troops  and  the  magistrates,  as  if  his  fi 
naturally  dead,  and  he  had  succeeded,  ia 
of  nature,  lo  the  vacant  crown.  There  is  t 
to  believe  tiiat  this  scheme  of  Loud  Lougb 
was  adopted  by  the  chief*  of  the  pMly,  nori 
is  there  any  evidence  that  it  was  comnjaoi 
them.  That  it  was  an  advice  liinted  I 
apparent,  or  at  least  a  subject  disauised  <M 
and  of  which  memoranda  rei 
lice's  hand-writing,  is  very  confidently 
from  ocular  inspeclion.  Whether  c 
popular  prince  might  with  safety  lutve  < 
upm  such  an  experiment,  is  a  question  te 
the  actual  case,  that  no  lime  needs  be  « 
itt  solution.  That  tlie  individual  lo  wli 
periloua  advice  vaa  tenderml  could  not  I 
M  wtthont  a  dvi)  war,  appmrs  0 
Indeed,    the  marriage  df  fneto,  1 


Ill 
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h  totaiiWitM0li«wllli  •  CktiMriio  kdf ,  ukI 
IMI*  tl»  dMOUitUMi*  w«w  g9MnXtf  hnwmy 
d^dow  hm%  ftHnM«d*llk  Pitt  with  a  mA» 
t'«liJMia<Nil»'hl^tM[t>i  MMkAe^^ountiyimiU 

of «  diqwted'MWOMriMi  aadiateMiiM  tunuiltiy 
•i  the  tad  Mt  eifrioactd  tinot  ttadayt  of 
BmBMM^  ntn  ou  ta  UMle  doubl,  wtattar 
•Midtar  IIm  ohuieltrof  tta  bhuiI)  orhii  autno" 
itoondool  toiMurdtGooig^IILoD  ttaCathoUo: 
AMf  mad  Us  idvioa^  leumtlay  Uie  Corotiatioa 
^  ttal  pait  of  Lord  LnugbboroiighVdttugn  wm 
Mrior  Mft  uiidivid«d  ooHtiol  over  the  Friiioa» 
-•taald  then  have  fluag  hinMlC  into  his  bauds 
loptin^  his  extreme  opinions,  and  acting  upon 
hantrdous  coutiaels, 

M  disoomfiture  of  the  (^position  part}'  by  the 
:*s  n>ooveiy,  and  by  the  gpreat  aooession  to  his 
loal  popularity  whioh  his  illness  had  occasioned, 
iiord  I/ougfhbomugh  no  prospect  of  }H)wer  for 
years.  The  Fnmch  Revolution  was  then  ap» 
Mng,  and  tlio  Whigs  su^red  the  almost  irre* 
im  blow  of  the  l\>rt]aiid  party  separating 
aelres  u(h>ii  the  great  questions  connected  with 
event.  He  was  one  of  the  secedera ;  nor  in 
g  this  step  did  he  quit  his  allies  of  the  North 
4,  The  (treat  Seal,  now  within  his  nwch  by 
Thurlow's  quarrel  with  Mr.  Pitt,  may  have 
kted  OS  an  additional  temptatioQ  to  dose  h'ji 


a  Bgaiiist  tl)e  eiils  of  the  war  into  which 
l|BDCtion  plunged  Uie  country ;  but  one,  whu 
Tjfe&tideil  the  governnieut  eteaUily  tliroiigh  all 
\B  at  the  American  contesl,  liud  not  in 
K'lO  learn  of  fortitude  in  seaaons  of  ditticulty,  ati 
inder  public  misfortune.  He  hold 
eat  Seal  for  seven  or  eiglit  years,  aud  was  at 
1  of  tlie  law  during  ttie  period  of  atteiu] 
uription  and  actual  persecution  of  the  ll«lbra 
C  professors  of  those  opinions  carried  to  tlis 
me,  which  the  Whigs,  liis  UK  allies,  pre 
KJB  more  moderation  and  witli  a  larger 

(f -arlatooratic  pnyudic^.  But  of  hioi  it  canao] 
f  Mr.  Pitt,  that  lie  hud  ever  piofli 
r^orm  principles.  On  tlm  contrary,  tho  N< 
party  at  u!)  times  differec!  upon  tttat  qi 
ivilh  tlieir  Fuxile  coadjutora,  wlio,  indeed,  dJA 
sufficiently  upon  it  araotig-  tlieiiis^lves. 

The  character  of  Lord  Lougliboroug-li  stood 
less  high  as  a  jiidg«  than  as  eillior  a  di 
parliament  or  an  odvocatG  at  thR  bar.  Ilia 
sions  evince  little  of  the  leaniin)i;  of  his  profs 
and  do  not  even  show  a  very  legal  structure  of 
understanding.  They  are  frequently 
<!ni>iigh  for  clrar  and  even  felicitous  elat«l 
hut  in  close  argument,  as  in  profound  know] 
tliey  are  evidently  deficient.  8ome  of  his  judgi 
in  tiie  Couimon  Pleas  were  more  distiuguish 
^bilily,  and  more  admired  at  tlie  time,  tliai 


MEB  JLOUOHBOBOUOa.  105 

prottooiKsedi  in  the  eovurt  where  the  greater 
ii  lift  had  been  pwwd.  But  he  wet  not 
r  aft  the  head  of  the  proftarioo.  Hie 
were  ooorteooe  and  eren  noble ;  his  libe- 
I  great  Wholly  above  any  sordid  fMlinga 
B  or  panimonyi  and  only  Taldng  hit  high 
ir  the  powers  which  it  confbrredi  and  the 
rith  whioh  it  was  oompassed  round  about| 
lined  its  state  with  a  munifloent  expend!* 
I  amassed  no  money  fi>r  Ids  heirs.  He 
over  endued  with  personal  qualities  which 
lus  profession  is  apt  to  esteem  hig^. 
»ly  accomplished  as  a  scholar^  cultivating 
b  the  society  of  literary  meui  determined 
sitating  in  his  conduct,  polite  in  his  de- 
elegant,  dignified  in  his  habits,  equal  in 
ir  to  all  practitioners,  unawed  by  their 

8  uninfluenced  by  any  partialities,  and 
n  maintaining  his  own  and  his  profession's 
snce  of  any  ministerial  authority — those 

9  succeeded  him  never  advanced  greater 
the  personal  confidence  or  respect  of  the 

I  his  known  deflciencies  in  much  higher 
ions  were  overlooked  by  men  who  felt 
t  vain  of  being  ruled  or  being  represented 
a  chief.  In  this  exalted  station  he  re- 
uring  the  whole  eventful  yean  that  fol- 
e  breaking  out  of  the  French  war,  and 
retirement  of  those  who  had  made  it,  a 


ret 
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retirement  probably  occasioned  by  tbo  i 

restoring  peace,  but  usually  aicribed  to  tho 

troversy  on  the  Catiiolic  <]ue8liD: 

:casion  rather  than  its  cause. 

The  fancy  respecting  tlie  coronation  oatii'ifj 

80   entirely  obtaiued   possession  of  George  1 

mitiil  and  actuated  his  conduct  Uuring  ibe  i 

discussion  of  Irish  aflairs,  is  now  generally  bi 

'to'  have  been  impressed  upon  it  by  Lonl  I 

irougli,  and  prol^bly  was  devised  by  lib  i 

v/as  used  by  his  intriguing  spii 

puqiose  of  intluencing  the  king.     Bt 

the  object  of  tlie  notable  device,  i 

iguer  more  signally  fail  in  his  sefaeme. 

iMnet  to  wliic'h  he  belonged  was  broIc«u  i 

still  more  crafty  suecessur  obtiiiiied  bulii  ll» 

he  liad  Just  quitted  in  t)ie  (tint's  service,  & 

place  he  hud  lioped  to  fill  in  tiie  liing's  ikven 

wns  made  an  earl,  Avith  the  title  of  Itosiiy 

WHS  laid  on  the  shelf;   and   i 

Tetir«d  to  a  villa  r^iarkable  for  iU  wmat 

'benuty  tuid  nil  comforts,  but  reconimeiKlibd ' 

ighbombood  lo  Windsor  Castle,  -wkef 

inner  Ohancellor  was  seen  dancini^  a  tl 

ittendauce  upon  ruynliy,  unnoiiced  by  -At  I 

and  marked  only  by  the  jeering 

lotley  crowd  that  frequented   tlie  t«moeu' 

Hiree  yeor«  he  lived  in  this  siato  oTpubBe  n 

wfthmit  th«>  vinue  to  Mupluy  bii  n 
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MA 

lito  Jh*  Uni 


l^tfg 


ihjr  at- 

tbr  bis  own 
Wbea  he  cUed^ 
'tli0  ioteUigtnee  was 
;h  a  oiroumtpectiori 
ithe  J^earer  ofitif 
.aa  Lord  BoMlya  had 
di  upon  baing  aaiured 
in  the  ttomaoh  had 
•DM.th9'da(  (Of  'his  3  fervant  and  once 
courtier,  his  majesty  was  graeiaualy 
to  exclaim — ''  Then  he  has  not  left  a  worse 
behind  him/'* 
It  ia  the  imperative  duty  of  the  historian  to  dwell 
qNm  the  &te,  while  he  discloses  with  impartial  ful- 
aeis,  and  marks  with  just  reprobation,  the  acts  of 
neh  men ;  to  the  end  that  their  great  success,  as 
it  is  called,  may  not  mislead  others,  aad  conceal 
bsbind  tlie  glitter  of  worldly  proHiwrity  tiie  baser 
Mterial  with  whicli  tlie  structure  of  their  fortune 
il  built  up.  Tiiis  wholesome  lesson,  and  indeed 
needful  warning,  is  above  all  reipiired  wlien  wo 
aie  called  \x\iQ\\  to  contemplate  a  professional  and 
political  life  so  eminently  prosperous  as  the  one 
which  we  have  been  contemplating,  which  rolled 
in  an  uninterrupted  tide  of  worldly  gain  and 


♦  The  liberty  has  been  takon  to  traiiHluto  the  exprossivo 
teogh  homely  EDgUsh  of  royalty  into  a  plirase  more  doco- 
tad  ISM  unfeeling  upon  s'zcli  an  occasion. 


worldly  honours,  but  was  advatii^ed  only  by  » 
and  eujierlicial  tattiits,  supported  by  no  fixed' 
ciplts,  illustratoj  by  no  sacrifices  (■>  public  i 
embellished  by  no  feats  of  patriotism,  nor 
memurable  by  any  motiuments  of  national  i 
I  and  whioh,  being  at  length  closed  in  the  disa] 
t  of  mean,  imworthy  desire:*,  ended  amiil 
'  venal  n^Iect,  and  lefl  behind  it  tio  claim' 
respcurt  or  tlie  gratitude  of  mankind,  tliougft 
e  e\dled  the  admiration  or  euvy  of  the  d 
I  oomy  vulgar. 


t  M-*'"'  '(  'lOft    ) 


LORD  THURLOW. 


•Ilitr  Mpmtte  upon  whom  Qibbon  ptliits 
Dot  of  the  (Mate  m  repoeing  wm  m  dliftvent  a 
■  from  Lord  Loughborough  in  all  reipeoti 
a  well  be  imagined.  We  rete  of  ooune  to 
Thurlow,  who  filled  the  offloe  of  Attorney- 
ral  until  the  year  1778,  when  he  took  the 
t  Seal.  The  remaina  that  have  rcaohed  ua 
I  ezhibitionaAas  a  speaker,  whether  at  the  bari 
rlianient,  or  on  tho  bonoh,  arc  mort)  Hcaiity 
:han  thoHO  of  his  colloagucn ;  for,  whih)  ho  Mit 
le  bench,  tho  reporto  in  Chancery  wore  on  tho 
^e  and  jojnne  footing  of  tho  ohior  booki« ;  and 
only  over  a  year  or  two  of  hin  pronitling  in  the 
•tthat  Mr.  V(»»oy,  junior'n,  full  and  authentic 
rts  oxtcMid.  Thoro  Hconw,  however,  fVom  all 
ints,  to  have  been  in\ich  lees  ]oHt  of  LortI 
rlow  than  there  would  have  been  of  itubHeqnent 
es,  had  tho  old-fuHhioned  mimmarieM  oidy  of 
y  proc(KMling«  been  prcwjrvefl ;  for  hU  way 
to  decide,  not  to  reanon ;  and,  in  court  an  well 

parliament,  no  man  ever  performed  the  office, 
iier  of  judging  or  debating,  with  a  Nmaller 

nditure  of  argument. 

r  3 


I 


TliU  practice,  if  it  savee  the  time  of  the  |l 
gives  but  liitle  satisfaction  to  tlie  suitor, 
juiiges  who  pursue  it  forgrt  tliat,  to  catid 
pEinies,  or  at  least  to  give  tliem  such  grotl 
ought  to  Eatisfy  reasonable  men,  is  in  impot 
only  next  to  giving  tbem  a  right  judginenL  , 
U  importaut  is  it  to  satisfy  llie  prutesaion  i 
country,  which  awaits  to  goihcr  the  kw,  t 
of  their  conduct  iu  advising  or  in  acting,  h 
lip*  of  tlie  judge.  Nor  U  it  immaterial  to 
tereeteven  of  tlia  parly  who  gains,  tlial  thaf 
ehouIU  be  made  Itnon':)  of  liis  succem,  espec 
courts  fVoin  w)uch  tiiere  lies  an  appeal  to  a 
tribunal.  The  consequence  of  Hix  John 
(Iwiding  generally  wiili  few  or  no  Teasons  a 
wna,  lliat  appeals  were  multiplied ;  the  su< 
party  luwl  only  obtained  half  a  victory ; 
became  a  remark,  frequent  iu  the  mouths  of  a 
sivie  ohancellors,  that  causes  were  decided  1 
but  hford  before  them.  It  ia  an  unaccoa 
mialake  into  which  some  fall,  when  iliey  fauC 
thamore  weight  is  attached  to  such  mere  sen! 
beuauae  pcefaced  by  no  reasons  i  as  if  the 
w«re  to  declare  the  law  infallible  like  an  4 
or  oinaipotenl  like  a  lawgiver,  aiul  k«^  to  li 
all  knowledge  of  (he  route  by  whicK  he  had  ■ 
at  hii  conclusion.  The  very  reverse  is  tru«. 
au  enlightened  bar  and  an  intelligent  peop^ 
I  authority  of  the  bencb  will 


I  .:     -<is.exD'«nja(Low<       '  ill 

it  dU, if  ^ be  wiaeeoiiipaiiiedirilli  argu- 
i>eildMation*  ]i«tiPMeit  otlmwiae'tlie 
Duld  Mkj  andiaigiMUy  Ul;  ^ftir*llie  «iily 
of  <walglilrcleriTed  fiom  tbe  piiotieo  wmftd 
io  wfatch  the  jiii%iBfliit  ^faad  no  dami.. 
tiie  outward  semblanoe  to  i  Ae  ignoiaiit 
6  of  a  detenniiialion  wore  >okar*aifd  pori- 
i  'Mftlly  existed.  Add  -to  'adi  tld%^tiiat.ao 
whatever  can  be  afillrdidfor^tbe^lnkKl.#f 
^  having  been  diraotod  ito  the  diffiaraiit 
eaoh  case,  and  his  <attontkm  Jiavuig"'ben 
he  to  the  -whole  of  the  ctemnriofiarat^lle 
•less  in  eqtdty-prootediBgsMif  ihli*lurriiig 
affidavits  and  other  docwttonl&iy'eMenoe, 
i  states  explicitly  the  view  which  he  takes 
jrious  matters,  whether  of  law  or  of  fact, 
e  been  brought  before  him.  With  the 
1  of  Sir  John  Leach,  Lord  Thurlow  is  the 
^e  who  adopted  the  very  bad  practice  of 
ed  decisions.  But  his  habit  of  cavilling 
•asons  of  the  common-law-courts,  when  a 
sent  to  them  for  their  opinion,  a  habit 
bllowed  by  Lord  Eldon,  extended  to  those 
1  a  remarkable  and  very  hnrtfnl  manner, 
urlow's  own  practice :  for  the  temper  of 
rrted  individuals  became  roffled  ;  and,  im- 
f  criticism  upon  their  reasonings,  instead 
r  courting  a  discussion  of  them,  they 
the  evil  method  of  returning  theur  answers 


i 


^ 


^H  or 
^f  duct  M 
r  bench  i 
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certificates  witliout  any  reoaons  at  all— 1 
duct  which  nothing;  but  the  inspect  due  f 
bench  couJd  hinder  wen  from  tenning  chik 
tlie  CBtreme.  This  custom  having  been  n 
sured  by  succeeding  chancellors,  and  tlie  lla 
liOrds  itself  having- of  lute  y<!ars  departed  altoj 
from  the  old  rule  of  only  assigning  reasQOC 
ajuUgraent  or  decree  is  to  be  reversed  or 
upon  Appeal,  it  is  to  be  hoped  tiiat  the  cgi 
lav  judges  will  once  more  deign  to  let  the  pro 
Itnow  the  grounds  of  tlieir  judgments  upa 
liighly  important  cases  sent  from  Chancery,  a 
do  without  the  least  fear  of  cavil  or  critichsm 
any  trifling  matter  lliat  comes  before  lliera,  i 
(be  it  most  reverently  observed  in  passing 
very  Utile  desire  to  avoid  either  prolixity  ot 
tition. 

If  Lord  Thurlow,  however,  has  left  no  1 
nents  of  his  judicial  eloquence,  and  if,  li 
Lis  place  among  lawyers  was  not  ihe  hif 
admitted  to  have  weU  iindcrstoorl  the  i 
practice  and  leading  principles  of  those  cnu 
which  he  had  passed  his  life ;  ajtd  bis  judg 
for  the  most  part  gave  satisf&ction  to  the  prof 
>Ie  hod  DO  mean  powers  of  desjialcliiiig  the  bi 
of  tho  court,  and  of  the  Uouse  of  Lord«  wba 
•iding  upon  appeals ;  nor  rould  any  ma 
article  resemble  him  less  than  tlie  most  e 
his  auocessors,  who  WHS  tindcnitood  In  haw 
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a  modd  in «  >f  ]     c        'mtkmf 

dig  it,  after  bit  1  i    b.ei        rm 

iMoroiis  than  «qir       e,  1      more     p     • 
la  beeomiiig.    Far&  nfi       like  Lord 

apatjenoe which BC  p    ijotyet    jdezhaiut, 
temper  whieh  was  i  *  to  be  vexed  by 

lie  aigumeDtatioii  nor  by  endlew  repetitkn 
ler  ftUl  from  cour  protracted  and  le- 
disouanon  of  each  tter,  abeady  worn 
Mure — Lord  Thurlow  showed  to  the  suitor 
minedi  and  to  the  bar  a  surly,  aspect,  which 
i  perilous  to  try  ezperimento  on  the  limits 
patience,  by  making  it  somewhat  doubtful  if 
any  patience  at  alL  Aware  that  the  judge 
I  addressing  knew  enough  of  their  common 
ion  not  to  be  imposed  upon,  and  bore  so 
eference  to  any  other  as  to  do  exactly  what 
himself — nay,  apprehensive  that  the  measure 
tsourtesy  was  too  scanty  to  obstruct  the  over- 
1  very  audible  sounds  of  the  sarcastic  and 
ptory  matter  which  eyes  of  the  most  fixed 
,  beneath  eye-brows  formed  by  nature  to 
r  the  abstract  idea  of  a  perfect  frown,  showed 
gathering  or  already  collected — the  advocate 
>mpelled  to  be  select  in  choosing  his  topics 
mperate  in  handling  them ;  and  oftentimes 
iuced  to  a  painful  dilemma  better  fitted  for 
Bpatch  than  the  right  decision  of  causes,  the 
itive   beings   presented   of  leaving  material 


points  HiuttttM],  or  cdJing  down  agniuwt  hi 

the  iiiifavoumbie  tlelerniiiialion  of  llio  Gi« 

would  bo  incorrect  to  suto  ihnt  Lord  Tltu 

thia  respect  equallrai  or  eveti  rtssmbled  i 

Lmch.  with  whom  every  cuiuidemtioo  m 

for  the  viinity  of  clearing  hU  onuse-poper  in 

whioh   rcnderad  it  physically  impowiblii  I 

CBUHw  to  be  heard.     But  lie  cerUiiuly  moie 

Approached  that  eitretiie  than  he  did  the  appc 

endless  delay  and  habitnul  vncillntion  of  tctp 

nthertliaii  of  purpose,  upon  which  Lonl  £ 

shipwrock  of  hiit  judicial  reputation,  tlwog 

I    'sessiny;  alt  the  greater  qualities  of  a  lanryt 

I    itujgi!.    In  one  important  particular  hn  ' 

\    John  Li'iicli  i^liKiily  reM)riiblt>(I  gbcIi  aUwr, 

widely   ilittcntd    from    llie  other  anitii«nt 

wlio  has  just  bt*n  named.    Wiille 

mind  of  both  was  given  wimlly  to  1 

them,  and  never  waiideiwl  from  it  at  all.    A 

I     -wakeful  and  ever-fixed  attenlioii  at  ones  ( 

'     tbeni  to  appreheiid  the  merits  of  «aeh  cfl 

I  '  OAlch  «inch  point  at  ihe  Rrst  stnlement,  pn 

r*'Sie    MKieMity  of   ranch    after- considerntui 

r~raading,  am),  indeed,  rehearing:  and  kapt'l 

;     vocato'a  mind  also  diiw-teil  to  liis  pointa,  n 

hi*  exertions  within  ri'osunable  limits,  whih 

nmriled  hini  fbr  liis  doneneis  and  bin  com 

I     The  Juda;t^'s  reivard,  too,  was  proportioEHtiIi| 

[     B«i  flilt  now  of  Iliat  load  which  prened  ii 


I'l 
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te  r^  W'iati0li  imatimA'tiMt 

mn.  uadargpoe;  Itat  iosiet^  wMioli' 
kit  points  abotild'  ei«pe  hktraidiay: 
V6  b(ien  uigvd  in  the  onlafgnniiiilti 

without  liiteningp  to  th«a^  th«  liri^ 
imed  him  until  he  had.£Nmi  long  uff 
)  much  for  it,  when,  ho  looked  anwidr' 
inextricable  conAiaion  of  hie  Judtoiit 
like  the  embanatfed  trader,  beouift' 
any  more,  or  examine  any  oloter  tht 

situation.  If  a  contnst  wer#  to  t  be 
en  the  ease  and  the  diaoomfert  of  a 
bench,  as  far  as  the  penonal  fedinge 
ers  are  concerned,  it  would  hardly  be 
)  beyond  that  which  was  affinrded  by 
ildon. 

vers  as  a  debater  there  are  now  no 
n  an  estimate,  except  what  tradition, 
ig  more  scanty  and  precarious,  may 
)ossessed  great  depth  of  voice,  rolled 
ices  with  unbroken  fluency,  and  dis- 
dence  both  of  tone  and  of  assertion 
panied  by  somewhat  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
entiousness,  often  silenced  when  it 
ince ;  for  of  reasoning  he  was  pro- 
ing :  there  are  those  indeed  who  wiU 
le  never  was  known  to  do  anything 
attended  to,  even  looked  like  using 


an  Argument,  allhoug)!,  tn  vlevr  the  apealca) 
careleuly  to  litar  hiiii,  you  would  any  lie  wu  ^ 
wwte  tho  wfiolo  flnlil  of  nrgiimeritatioa  i 
pwsinft;  and  ilMtraying  nil  ilia  nntngonUn 
lupnot  WHS  iiii>n)  wileiTi:)  uiid  iitiptuiing  than  I 
any  other  penwii'ii  in  iiubllc  life,  lo  inuuh  < 
Hr.  Fox  uied  to  my  It  proved  liiiii  dlBlionert^ 
no  inati  onuld  be  no  wise  od  he  looked,  Hon 
neglect  any  of  the  external  clreumnlancei 
trifling  Boever,  by  whieh  aileulion  nnd  dei 
oould  bo  sccurnt]  nn  flic  pnrt  of  hi*  (iudienc« 
only  were  \iU  periodi  wnll  rounded,  and  tb 
Dtwtiiig  matter  or  vuiilljuiiii^  phrusM  woll  fi| 
but  the  tun^ue  wm  bo  liung  an  to  make  tl 
ruiu  voice  peal  thruiip;h  tli»  hall,  and  npf 
eonvny  thingi  which  tt  would  be  atvflil  to  ( 
lou  near,  and  poriloiii  to  queNtiuu,  Nay, ' 
more  trivial  circurajitnnce  of  his  yiltm,  wfi 
iln«Ing  Ihn  Houitn  of  Ijordn,  he  ticrupDloi 
tended,  lie  ro»e  nlowly  from  hi*  *nitt  hi  I 
vroolmpk  with  deliberation  t  but  he  wAnt ' 
the  nenrenl  place.  Iik«  ortHnary  Chuncellai 
H>iu  of  mnrlul  men ;  he  ilmw  Iwck  by  B  pi 
ttro,  ami  Blunrlln^jf  m  it  wcro  uHkance,  i 
behind  the  liupfe  bide  lie  had  qniltttd  for  a  j 
ho  began  to  pour  out,  f1r«t  In  a  (irowl,  nmt  | 
a  clear  and  Imnlcr  roll,  the  iimtter  whloh  | 
tn  linllvnr,  nnd  whirli  for  the  moit  part  ( 
iu  tame  pocitive  ONwrtioiw,  «ome  pcownal ' 


iM;iipoQ  iiidiiddipalft..iui  if  tibtf  irme 
dflMre  Um  fbr- judgownty  lome  tugne 
thveaiB  of  things  pmpoialy  not  ei- 
i  abondant  protettatkmt  of  emMdmee 
n  wludi  they  who  keep  the  ooneoieneee 
»  somewhat  iqpt  to  indulge, 
viout  that  to  give  any  eiamples  that 
I  convey  an  idea  of  thia  kind  of  vamped 
,  delusive,  nay,  ahnost  fiaudolent  oratofy, 
impossible.  But  one  or  two  pasnget 
hearsed.  When  he  had,  in  1788^  first 
ctively  with  the  Whigs  and  the  P^rkioe 
Etegency  question,  being  a|^fiareniiy  in- 
irevent  his  former  colleague,  and  now 
,  from  clutching  that  prize — suddenly 
1^  from  one  of  the  physicians  the  ap- 
convalescence  of  the  royal  patient,  he  at 
nt's  warning  quitted  the  Carlton-house 
came  down,  with  an  assurance  unknown 
les,  perhaps  even  to  himself  not  known 
I  in  his  place  undertook  the  defence  of 
rights  against  his  son  and  his  partisans, 
uding  sentence  of  this  unheard-of  per- 
iras  calculated  to  set  all  belief  at  defiance, 
)m  the  man  and  in  the  circumstances. 
,  for  the  sake  of  greater  impreasiveness, 
»f  a  prayer ;  though  certainly  it  was  not 
,  in  the  notes  of  supplication,  but  rather 


■Ura       BTATEBMBIf  flF^IME  fl 

Ivrung  fuTthin  tbe  eoumls  that  weekly  call  il 
IhIm  service!  "And  wlien  I  forget  my  Wow 
I  "«nay   my  God  fiwget  mer'    Whereopou 
I  -wmtMl  upon  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  wbtf 
W  •4iDwm  him  long;  und  well,  ia  reported  te  haw 
B^«omewhat  coarsely  but  not  unhappily,  it  M 
B  allowed,  "  Forget  you?  He'll  see  yon  d 
^A&otber  speeoli  in  a  cliilerent  vein  i 
W  ■aiid  bIiows  Bome  powers  of  drollery  Ci 
w  the  fiam«  debates,  a  noble  ehuracter,  who-l 
I  'inarkable  fur  Ilia  delJCHcy  and  fornial  adheil 
I  •etiquette,  hsvine  indeed  filled  diplomatic  i 
n<>Chiring  great  part  of  liis  life,  iiad  cited  o 
B-lntions  pnesed  at  the  Thatohi>tl-h»use  Tur 
W  '001116  great  party  nieeling,    In  Adverting  U 
■  f-Iiord  Tlntrlow  ^id,  "  As  to  niiat  the  aobi 
m  'tnld  you  that  he  bad  heani  at  tiie  aie-hou3«.'* 
'  '«tlect  of  tbis  humour,  nearly  approiiohisg,1 
be  allowal,  to  u  practical  joke,  may  e 
■ceived  by  those  who  » 

liii  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  ttmtl 
r  •■•uGh  things  always  islhanofthemo8tT«6nil 
^"■hed  wit.  Upon  another  occasion,  t^ndal 
'  or  ratlter  his  great  contcinpt  of  all  mUildfl 
•  ont  ehantclevisticfllly  enough.  This  p 
f-*teeHiig  of  his  iniml  made  nil  respect  iMl 
'  vards  any  person,  all  pmise  beslowetl'-V|ll 
'  nay  all  defence  of  them  under  atlaok,  49 
~  diatastefnl  to  him  ;  indeed  almost  tmitterof  | 
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ib^  ^iSD^'WlMMlpUiit'MosAicm.  to  anmlion 
ifMUfe^^hiniilioMiT^iriufese^Mtidi^  he  >iiiti- 
Mitft M4ii«9fmmid^in itiioaght ^ fit > to  add, 
tf  ftr beit'4am!]iBB '.to  .oBfnm ;aaf  blame  iof 
Atfri  penpon^-tDviHitorav  mm.jihe^jaDjjBifiBhm : 
■f,  Jtmll'knowyiwoiikiilaj.ma  'opcn  toihear 
MBUtgftieJ*  :Jtit^.tihe  fbar  rha;a|if>cftni  to  h»re 
tefiiiiicii^lieiMflwwtwt;  aodrthajrcaitaiiily 
)d-tiie  stafitoiofJikopeiatiaiiaiitlliefOomBieree 
llity.  ^fiObjettattheeximiieafitiiro^aniiiiiiit 
Iv^  in  the  Duehesa  of  KIngprtodh  caae,  ia  wall 
m^sxid  wu  no  doiibt  of  conaidatabla  meiit. 
rdhoae  Tery  kavned  penonagea  <had!CDmafavth 
r4ie  -reoeaMB  iwhera  ilooton  '^onoatrdo  oon- 
ite/'  but  in  which  they  divide  with  their 
erouB  tomes  the  silence  that  ia  not  broken  by 
Itranger  footstep,  and  the  gloom.that  is  pierced 
D  light  from  without,  and  appearing  in  a  scene 
bich  they  were  as  strange  as  its  gaiety  was  to 
•eyas,  had  performed  alternately  the  various 
itiona  of  their  recondite  lore,  Mr.  Thurlow 
)leased  to  say  that  the  congress  of  two  doctors 
j9  reminded  him  of  tlie  noted  saying  of 
ma — ^'Mirari'se  quod  haruspex  haruspicem 
riaa  adspicere  posset."  In  .conversation  he 
as  in  debate,  sententious  and  caustic.  Dis- 
isg  of  the  difficulty  he  had  in  appointing  to  a 
legal  situation,' he  described  himself  as  long 
Kting  between  the  inten4>eraiioe  of  .A,  and  the 


^ 


corruption  of  B;  but  finally  preferring  Ihefl 
Tlien.  as  if  afraid,  lest  he  liad  far  themomen 
betrayed  into  aiiythiog  lilie  unqualified  roi 
dation  of  any  person,  he  added,  com.'Oting  1 

— "  Not  ihnt  there  waa  not  a  deal  t 

ruption  in  A's  tntempeniacc.''  ITc  had,  ho 
other  stores  from  which  to  fiimish  forth  hn 
for  he  was  a  man  of  no  mean  classical  a 
read  much  Greek,  as  well  as  Latjo.  aAerl 
tiremenl  from  office ;  nnd  having  becomeu 
with  the  Whigs,  at  lee^t  in  tlie  interc< 
society,  passed  a  good  deal  of  lime  in  th( 
of  Mr.  Fox,  for  whom  it  is  believed  that  bt 
great  admiration,  at  least,  he  prai^  him  in 
cgcceodingly  unusual  n'ilh  him,  and  was  thi 
supposed  to  have  admired  him  as  much  as  bm 
any  person,  independent  of  the  kindofili 
which  he  must  Itave  felt  to  any  formidable  o 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  whom  he  hated  with  a  hatred  a  M 
as  even  Lord  Thurlow  could  feel,  commin^Ii 
dislike  with  a  scorn  wholly  unbecoming  oi 
applied. 

When  he  quitted  the  Great  Seal,  or  TKtfa 
Hr.  ^tt  end  he  quajrrelling,  one  or  other  n 
and  the  former  was  well  resolved  1 
Ntiivd  chancellor  appeared  to   retain  a  f 
tereet  in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  c 

left,  and  was  fond  of  hilving  Sir  John  ] 
then  a  young  barrister,  t 
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dtte  whaterw  Imd  pified  in  the  emine 
It  Mimed  eomeirbftt  oontimrf  to  hie 
ure  and  eontmeted  babiti  of  thiiiUiig» 
Mild  feel  any  great  concern  about  the 
sh  the  adminbtration  of  juftioe  should 
iuU  he  dumbered  upon  the  shelfL  But 
r  was  easily  explained,  by  observing  that 
Salty  in  at  least  its  ordinary  force,  the 
iiich  men  long  used  to  office  bear  towards 
ire  so  presumptuous  as  to  succeed  them ; 
B  gratified  by  thus  sitting  as  a  secret 
^vision,  hearing  of  any  mistakes  coin- 
Lord  Loughborough,  and  pronouncing 
measured  terms  his  judgment  of  reversal 
things  in  which  the  latter  no  doubt 

determination  and  clearness  were  more 
than  in  the  real .  vigour  of  his  mind, 
6  no  doubt ;  for  though,  in  disposing  of 
may  have  shown  little  oscitancy,  as 
e  sehloin  arises  any  occasion  for  it  where 
easonably  acquainted  with  his  business 
is  attention  without  reserve  to  the  dis- 
yet,  in  all  questions  of  political  conduct, 
derations  upon  measures,  he  is  known 
en  exceedingly  irresolute.  Mr.  Fitt 
I  colleague  wholly  unfruitful  in  council, 
ays  apt  to  raise  difficulties,  and  very 


se.     The  in 


slow  and  irresolute  uf  jjuqiose. 
lie  joined  tliein,  sooti  (liscovered  how  iiilii 
of  mmii  there  lay  concealed  faeliiml  thi 
&ma  of  ingour  and  decision.  Ha  saw  nol 
but  the  obslEcles  to  any  coane  ;  was  ft 
of  doubts  and  espedienta  to  escape  deoil 
appeared  never  prompt  to  iict,  but  evei 
oppose  whoe\'er  had  anything  to  racoini 
little,  as  mig^it  be  expected,  did  this  sni 
leas  and  iniputient  rehenience  of  Mr.  F| 
lie  described  him  as  "  that  enemy  of  I 
action." 

Of  a  cliaracter  so  ivanting  in  the  stt 
Utiee  which  emitle  tlie  atatesman  to  coni 
respect,  or  the  orator  to  admiratioa,  it 
affinued  tliat  wliat  he  naiiied  in  claims 
fhvour  he  Diade  up  in  title9  to  esteem  o 
as  a  private  individual.  Ilia  life  was  pc 
great  and  habitual  a  disregard  of  tin 
ueually  cast  round  high  station,  especii 
le^al  profession,  ae  makes  it  extremely  d 
the  grave  aud  solemn  exterior  iu  whu 
wont  to  shroud  himself  ivere  anything  a 
mnnerhehad  acqnired;  for,  assuredly 
that  he  wore  it  as  a  cloak  whereby  men 
doceived,  would  hardly  be  consisttfiit  wil 
nary  babita.  as  remote  a«  well  could  li 

uA    Mr  1 
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LORD  MANSFIELD. 
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CoXTEMFOttABY    With    tbese  two 
Iftwyera,  during  the  latter  period  of  Iiii  1 
legal  personage  in  evety  respect  lar  inai 
than  either,  the  Jirsf  Lord  MansSeld,  tl 
few  men,  nol  at  the  Jiead  of  state  afiaiiB, 
any  period  of  our  history  filled  an  exidi 
for  a  longtT  period  with  more  glory  to  t 
or  with  a  lorgershareof  iafliienceover  tl 
of  their  couutT)'.    He  was  siugukrly  ei 
the  qualities  most  fiired  botli  to  emooth 
the  path  to  profesi^ianal  advancement,  t 
admiraliuu  of  the  world  at  large,  aud  to 
or  even  expand  the  authority  of  wlialev 
■ituatlon  he  might  be  called  to  occupy, 
all  tlie  advantages  of  a  finished  classical  e 
fidduig-  to  this  tlie   enlargement  of  tniiM 
from  foreign  travel,  underlalLCn  at  ui  I 
attentive  observation   ean   be  accompat 
mature  relJcution  i  he  entoreti  upon  the  | 
of  the  law  some  years  after  he  liad  n»ah 
Mtate;  and  showed  ae  much  patient  in 
awaiting,  by  attendance  in  l!ie  court*,  tl 
ntents  and  the  honours  of  the  gown,  ■ 
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D8d  dUigi     i  hinmOf  ftr  its 

a  and  hs  Amei.  ei     exion  with  Seot^ 

mdkj  intxodiieed  bim  ii       the  practice  af- 
Bd  by  the  qppcilate  ,  of       Hoate 

ards;*  and  die  accic    ital  in  m  of  his 

V,  a  £9w  jean  aftei  m  i      given  him 

pportunitj  of  diatingi       ng  ]  !  befere  a 

fim  wpmdSj  row  inrt>  extenfldve  ]      tiee,  not, 
metf  to  mueh  in  Common-law  ei         as  in 


Ik  jeaiv  after  he  entered  the  profsstion  he  was 
trgolioitor^eneral  and  came  into  parliament, 
)k  he  had  hitlierto  shnmied,  ebserving,  with 
iaitioD  so  chaiacterittie  of  the  man  and  of  the 

HI,  ^^  That  he  had  many  respected  friends  on 
I  sides  of  the  House,  and  did  not  care  to  lose 
patronage  of  both  parties  for  the  favour  of 
**  If  this  principle  be  as  great  an  honour  to 
public  virtue  as  to  his  personal  discretion,  his 
inpher  has  done  well  to  record  it  in  proof  of 
fntises  which  he  lavishes  upon  him ;  and  cer- 
if  nothing  in  the  subsequent  course  of  his  life 
he  found  which  betokens  a  falling  off  from  the 
f  circumspection  of  his  outset  in  life. 

He  toon  rose  to  such  eminence  in  this,  that  his  bio- 
ihnr,  Halliday,  has  mentioned  him  as  engaged  in  thirty 
idi  daring  one  session.  A  worse  piece  of  biography 
I  Halliday's,  it  may  be  observed  in  passing,  hardly  exists, 
lINliiiiUiHj,  its  having  so  admirable  a  sabject. 


r' 
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Hu  powers  as  an  advocate  were  gKAt, 
not  fint-rait«.  In  manner,  whicb  lie  had 
M  much  that  Pope  was  founij  one  day  su) 
ing  him  while  he  pracliscd  before  a  looldn| 
—in  a  eweetnees  of  voice  which  by 
almost  unequalled — in  clearness  and  skill  o£ 
ment,  which  he  60  greatly  laboured,  that 
Raid  his  story  was  worth  other  men's  arguiu 
in  the  wariness  and  discretion  so  necessary 
that  represents  another's  interest,  as  an  od 
does  his  client's, — in  knowledge  accurate,  tu 
it  went,  if  not  very  profound,  of  the  priad 
the  law  ;  and  in  an  enlarged  liew  of  geuei) 
jects,  whether  of  jurisprudence  or  of  a  more 
kind— be  atood  iiigh.  either  above  all  his  o 
poiaries,  or  in  their  foremost  ranb.  A  i 
want  of  vigour,  a  rising  from  the  inroads  wh 
fiAnBtitutioual  caution  made  into  the  neighb 
dominions  of  its  ally,  tear,  prevented  him  fra 
filling  the  first  place  among  advocates ;  and  t 
thing  that  deserved  the  name  of  genius  or  d 
aality  he  preferred  at  no  time  and  In  ao  \ 
any  claims.  Atkins,  his  slauucli  admirer,  h 
Mrve<l,  with  entreme  eulogy,  one  of  hie 
in  a  ease  of  great  importance:  it  is  U 
able,  but  far  from  justifving  the  prefer 
to  it  over  those  of  the  other  counsel,  w 
menu  in  the  same  cause  are  also  reported. 

la  the  liouse  of  Commons  it  was  Lis  foi 
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ivi  He  mmwiwi  of  govrament,  when  no  nen 
lifaMBee  ffllod  the  ftont  itakt  of  the  qppoeitioii 
Ij,  «Guei»tiBg  Mr.  Pitt  (Lord  Chfttham) ;  and 
pevOoustaik  of  enooiinteriiig  him  alwayi  wm 
wed  tat  the  mhileterial  chief  hhnaelf.  That 
vaa  Terj  wieeeMfiil  ••  an  elegant  and  penuadve 
Jber,  is  oertain ;  that  he  waa  unequal  to  fill  a 
^phee,  at  a  time  when  the  teoret  had  not  heee 
eivered  of  potting  feoond-iate  men  in  raoh 
mooMf  is  as  undeniable }  and  it  is  luiown  that 
Ht  this  inadequacy :  fbr  an  arrangement  was  at 
fSfiod  proposed,  by  which  he  was  to  have  taken 
imdf  on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  he 
iBpCorUy  declined  it  Indeed,  he  was  both 
idous  of  his  power  lying  in  a  different  direction, 
resolved  to  follow  the  bent  at  once  of  his  capa- 
'  and  his  inclination.  Accordingly,  on  the 
ft  of  Chief  Justice  Ryder,  though  much  pressed 
amain  in  parliament  at  a  time  when  the  mi- 
ky  could  ill  spare  him  from  the  Treasury  Bench, 
ttsdnctly  Intimated  that,  if  he  were  not  pro- 
ed  to  the  place  which  he  considered  the  At- 
liy-General's  right,  he  should  cease  to  hold  any 
0;  and  a  hint  which  was  easily  understood 
wisely  taken. 

iver  that  gpreat  court  he  presided  above  thirty 
s;  and  his  administration  of  its  functions 
Dg  that  long  period  shed  a  lustre  alike  upon 
tribunal  and  the  judge.     Althoi^  he  had 

a2  i 


t,  taking-  b 


y  prsctisud  in  Chancery  lu 

(,  j'ct  Lis  correct  l^ial  unitei 

lUeiil  sense,  lib  fiuniliar  ocqna 

jneml  principles    of  jurisprud 

peediljr  supplied  any  deficiency 

n  th»  practice  of  tlie  Com: 

.   the  proceedings  at  Nisi   I 

lole  fitcultics,  his  temper,  aud  b 

hu  very  defects  which  he  bai 

Wocftte,  were  admirably  calcul* 

sited  station.     His  mind   and 

>titly  judicial ;  aud  ii 

^  both  the  externals  und 

lAlities  into  the  account,  that  g 

f,  any  ono  lias  (>ver  admiiiiti 

jountry  whom  we  Ciia  feirly  i 

e  grutitest  cteAriieas  of  apprehi 

iciont,  aud  not  extreme,  whii 

us,  uAen  allied  with  impat 

^nerate  into  hii£tiness ;    adni 

:,  whether  deliveiing 

nirt  and  the  bar,  or  giving  hi 

with  clearness 

mtributions   which  his    undersi 

!s  the  formatioD  of  his  judicia 

)  had  a  constant  command  of 

Biyed  into  anger,  or  impaliencu, 

I  or  any  other  breach  of  h 

St  equanimity,  eitlier  towan 
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m.    ToiA  I       Itles,  intellecttial 

mil  he  added  —  ^.       of  a  diction  oks- 
d  degaait ;  the  onmi   !  ,  indeed,  the 

ioB  of  Hrequent  Tefti  »e  to  larger  views 
B  more  teolmieal  disc  n  of  legal  ques- 
quires ;  and  the  ftsd  a  n  of  a  yoice  sin- 
flexible  and  sweet ;  and  lie  flung  over  tlie 
of  tids  fine  judicial  figure  tlie  garfo  of  a 
at  once  dignified  and  attractive.  Thej 
iver  had  seen  Ix>rd  ThmloWi  might  well 
)  tliey  had  heard  him,  if  thej  enjojred  acceis 
I  excell«it  imitators  as  George  IV.  ai|d 
[olland.  As  perfbct  a  substitute  fbr  Lord 
dd's  manner  was  to  be  fbund  in  Lord 
^  between  whom  and  that  celebrated  person 
mg  prevailed  a  great  intimacy  founded  upon 
icere  mutual  admiration, 
benefits  conferred  by  this  accomplished  judge 
le  Court  where  he  so  long  presided,  and 
ts  suitors,  were  manifold  and  substantial, 
an  by  at  once  so  regulating  the  distribution 
)usiness,  as  to  remove  all  uncertainty  of  the 
wliich  should  be  taken  up  each  day,  and  to 
h  both  the  expense  and  the  delay  and  the 
>n  of  former  times.  He  restored  to  the 
mr  the  privilege  of  moving  in  turn,  instead 
ning  tliis  to  tlie  last  day  of  the  term.  He 
abolished  the  tedious  and  costly  practice  of 
the  same  case  argued  several  times  overy 


reslrktuis  such  reheariogs  to  qucsUons  of  n 
culty  and  ad«)mite  iroportiuicii.  Ue  gnvcaa 
hours  [o  the  biistnais  botli  of  Banc  and  of  4 
as  was  reciuirai  fur  dispatchiug  it  without  a 
sary  d«lay.  The  asceiKlant  which  he  gRina 
over  the  liar  and  the  Bench  precluded  all  j; 
|>roIixity  of  argument,  all  unseemly  wn 
between  the  Court  aiuJ  the  couii»«t,  all  iucoti' 
(UllvrMices  »r  opinion  auiiing  tlie  Judges,  i 
result  was,  that  while  no  limu  was  wasted, 
satistaclion  was  giieu  by  the  clear  and  i 
grounds  upon  wliich  the  dtKi^ions  wer« 
while  tlie  cases  weru  ^o  speedily  ami  a 
dii^tchcd,  timt  the  oiher  Ciiurta  of  CnmnKH 
were  diuiunt  of  tlit^ir  business  wUliuut  tlM  eh 
of  tlio  Court  uf  Kiiig'x  Iknc'li  being  choked 
orertlowiDg.  For  nearly  thirty  yeara  Ui« 
nut  titnru  than  half  a  dozen  cones  in  whi 
JudgM  differed,  and  not  so  many  in  wl 
Judgmeuts  prouounced  were  retersed. 

But  during  a  roiisid arable  periud  I<ord  & 
nlao  presided  in  tlie  Uouse  of  I/ords,  or,  M 
nwmber  of  that  body,  directed  its  dec 
ajjfteKlt.  Nnthing  could  ho  moi 
Ids  conduct  of  thia  very  tniporLuit  d«q«ti 
nor  anything  lew  rtweiiibliJig  one  at  leut 
iniMt  eminent  succeMurs,  Lord  Elilnn,  in  diMl 
thii  duly.  He  wM  nuMler  of  each  cnNviiM 
coIlnJ  on  for  heiiring,  mid  i>ut  thv  euunaol  M 
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i^wUdiha    >  eoneMheriideiiitliOfi 

Ijpieiiind  printed  Meiiientf|WliiehLoid 
sd  to  treat  with  tb )  attmtkm  due  to  equal 
waste  paper*  But  he  did  not  pveveut  anj 
a  firom  being  raised  at  the  bar,  anj  more 
ioiild  wish  to  prerent  any  new  argmnents 
g  urged  in  support  of  the  points  wfaleh  the 
ases  disclosed.  He  showed,  too,  as  great 
and  vigour  in  jfonning  his  judgment, 
upon  questions  of  £>reign  law,  as  he  did 
ing  the  conduct  of  the  arguments,  although 
ids  of  the  advocates  accustomed  to  some- 
lix  statements.     Where  he  was  clearlj 

that  the  Scotch  Judges  had  mistaken 
law,  he  did  not  scruple  to  reverse  their 

and  restore  the  violated  purity  of  the 
though  in  doing  so  he  assumed  to  correct 
'  had  made  it  the  study  of  their  lives ; 
I  heads  peculiar  to  Scottish  jurisprudence, 
the  English  law  affords  no  parallel,  and 
he  could  derive  no  light  at  all  from  his 
ssional  habits.  It  was  he  who  reversed 
3n  of  the  Court  of  Session  upon  the  cele- 
intreath  case;  which,  as  ruled  by  him, 
f  as  much  the  comer-stone  of  the  Scotch 
ail,  a^  Shelly 's  case  does  that  of  England ; 
3  all  lawyers  are  now  agreed  that  he  was 
lay  fairly  be  doubted  whether  some  of  his 
,  and  especially  Lord  Eldon,  would  have 


ventured  to  overrule  some  other  judgw^a4 
the  Scottish  Cuurts  had  equally  gotienstl 
pljdiig  thdi-  owu  law,  had  not  Lord  i 
eliown  the  salutary  courage  which  he  du 
tliat  firat  and  most  r^narkable  reversal.  I 
easy  to  overrate  the  importance  of  shcM 
kikI  judicious  adiuinistratiun  of  the  paM 
in  the  High  Court  of  Appeal.  Eacunibea 
tribunal  is  with  so  many  riifiiculiies  from  tj 
law  which  it  must  needs  Bdminiatcr,  »n 
those  nida  from  tliti  Judges,  wliick  it  hu 
upon  the  fiir  better  known  and  more  settM 
of  English  jiirbpnidence,  nothing  can  pnl 
purity  of  our  judicial  Gyslem,  or  retain  \ 
tliB  respect  am!  aUtction  of  the  ScotttJl 
except  a  sucacssion  uf  such  able,  enliglil 
determiited  Judges  as  Lord  Mansfield  in  1 
Ooxirt  ever  proved  himself  to  be. 

Upon  all  common  chsps  where  a  Judg« 
uo  possible  reason  for  leaning  (onarda 
ratlm-  than  another  in  a  country  tcbeal 
bribpiy  or  soliritatioti  is  unknown,  no  i 
strict  justioe  tan  e^'e^  be  committed  e«0M 
the  temper  of  ih*  individual,  or  his  wall 
new  towards  pnt-liciilar  practitioners.  I 
sinually  there  uris«  ipiestions  in  our  01 
esperialty  in  the  King's  Bench,  the  firn 
'ribtinal  of  the  realm,  where  |>o1itical  com 
mix  Ilieniselves  with  the  trial,  and  wherM 
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le  pBM8i 

■o  logger  tha . 


joet— ques- 
uld  have  made 
;  jn  the  cabioet  a 

in  I8O69  although 
OS  Dst  that  most 
That  j^rd  Mansfield 
pattern  of  living  justice, 
kmiotptmu  on  those  occasions,  has  been 
genemUyaffim  ;  and  although  the  errors 
enemies  erptu  ally -of  Junius,  have  been  long 
exfilodedt  there  is  little  room  to  doubt  that  in 
tor  libel  he  leant  against  the  freedom  of  dis- 
and  fiivoured  those  doctrines  long  current, 
cried  down  by  statute,  which  withdrew  the 
ice  of  the  question  from  the  Jury  to  vest  it 
the  Court.  That  he  felt  the  same  ditigust  at 
tewspaper  attacks  upon  individuals,  the  same  dis- 
like of  vehement  and  unmeasured  invectives  against 
the  abuses  of  our  institutions,  the  same  alarm  at 
r  a— iiltB  upon  the  existing  institutions  themselves, 
k.  which  in  all  ages  have  distinguished  all  our  judges, 
^aay  readily  be  admitted.  Who  will  pretend,  even 
p  ja  our  days,  &r  more  before  Mr.  Fox's  Libel  Act, 
Ih  Aat  Lord  Mansfield  alone  of  all  judges  defined  the 
liberty  of  the  press  only  as  a  power  of  publishing 
^,  without  a  previous  licence  ?  In  this,  as  in  all  his 
,.<q^inions  and  prejudices  upon  the  subject,  he  re- 
kbled  all  other  judges  of  all  former  times,  and, 
witji  very  bw  exceptions,  those  also  of  our  own  day. 

o  3 


Biit  thnt  he  nhonld  evor  bi'tm;  hi*  prrjndiN 
reclingn  in  any  brrtich  of  jimUu!  while  Uyiti 
nnlar  cams,  would  hove  been  erainenily  inoi 
with  tliQ  whole  tenor  of  hi»  cautioiu  and  c)i 
denMaiiour  upon  iha  liench,  and  Itsve  be 
wnnt  of  tJMt  ielf-commond  whinh  in  hhn' 
hnbittial  m  to  hnve  bovunc  truly  a  Nvoni) 
Ilii  lennitig  lownn)*  tliu  nide  tif  Riithnritj  w 
or  twice  remarlied  in  caa&t  of  Importance, 
where  both  tlio  legal  principle  and  tlis  ] 
far  from  Ijoing  clenrly  nettled.  Thi 
Kpplicntion  for  a  nmndniniw  tn  the  justices  I 
ui  order  nf  filiation  upon  a  foreign 
MCretary,  he  Mtnewlial  haMtily  refused  It,  «u] 
the  raolion  to  be  a  device  fnr  obtAining  the 
oi^nlon,  and  an  atteiiipt  to  draw  it  into 
with  foretgn  states.  TIjia  view  was  nusnl 
I  by  the  coniwcl  who  movwl ;  «nd  Mr, 
T&le«  tfNik  part  with  tlii-m.  In  the  em 
Munfiold  gnve  wny,  nnd  tliM  remedy  was  | 
<u  sought.  But  it  must  l>u  ubxprvod,  that  tl 
judge  present,  Mr.  Justice  Alton,  at  Bnt  i 
concurred  with  tlie  Chief  Justice,  and  tmly  c 
Ills  opinion  upon  fiirtlier  consideration,  bein 
by  ihf!  rmsoning  of  the  ditsentln^  jo*)^- 
nbjiTtlon  was  HkAwiui  taken  to  his  diredlnfif 
In  the  CBSR  of  [.onl  Orosvcnor's  action  foi 
tion  against  the  Duke  of  C'umbtrrlniHl,  that 
unl  »tBtlon  of  tbe  plain litfmadt  i 
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to  dMuii  ;  an  opinion  wUoliy  after  the 
r.txperienee  of  kter  timet  in  aueh  prooeed- 
ppean  at  aoon  at  it  ii  stated  to  be  altogether 
DIMS  but  whichy  if  it  &Toared  the  Prince  who 
fimdant  on  the  one  liand,  certainly  indicated^ 
other,  a  sufficient  respect  for  the  equal  rights 
classes  of  plaintilft,  and  mig^t  be  as  unpa- 
t  to  the  Aristocracy  as  it  was  pleaaing  to  the 

re  needs  little  to  be  said  of  what  at  the  time 
I  great  discussion  in  the  profbssioni  the  judg- 
rhich  he  delivered  in  the  celebrated  case  of 
«•  Blake.  That  it  was  erroneous,  no  lawyer 
mbt ;  but  that  it  required  all  the  adherence 
It  principle  of  which  the  most  technical  mind 
3eptible,  to  apply  in  such  a  question  the 
(  Rule  in  Shelly 's  case,  is  equally  certain : 
order  to  make  that  application,  and  to  con- 
te  the  triumph  of  the  Rule,  it  was  necessary 
)  court  to  construe  a  man's  will  giving  an 
^*  for  the  life  of  the  devisee,  and  no  longer/' 
ft  of  that  estate  to  him  in  tail,  consequently 
le  power  of  at  once  converting  his  interest 
fee  simple.  Although  it  is  impossible  to 
lat  this  is  the  true  legal  construction  of  such 
e,  if,  as  in  the  case  of  J.  Williams's  will,  the 
der  is  afterwards  given  to  the  heirs  of  the 
I's  body ;  for  to  hold  otherwise  would  be  to 
te  the  rule  in  Shelly's  case,  which  is  both 


I  fuuiiitud  on  Btrii't  legal  priucjples,  and  i 
\  oeuturies  been  the  corner-stone  of  SngUal 
I  v«yaacing  :  vet  it  is  lit  that  we  keep  in  n 
I  «|jpai*iit  paradox  to  which  it  led,  in  order 
count  for  so  great  a  judge  asLurdMutisJield  1 
It  against  this  application,  which  lie  regai 
SB  esteoEian  of  the  Rule ;  and  from  which  h 
KBil  wholeaome  habit  of  always  as  much  as  p 
I  picferring  substance  to  tecliiiicality  made  Ii 
I  vtalfe.  It  mmt  aha  be  obaerved,  that  ha 
I  the  former  instance,  he  had  the  concu 
rlearued  brethren,  excepting  ouly  Mr.  Justice ' 
I'lriiuse  difierence  of  opinion  led  to  his  leavi 
LCowt  of  Kia>^e  Bench,  and  mmoving  to  tJit 
Imon  Fleas  for  llie  very  short  residue  of  hii 
l-mspectable  and  uBcliil  life.*  But  an  iiccidc 
LtDOM  unimportant  kind  made  more  talJc  in 
E-tnlBster  Uall  than  all  the  real  merits  uf  eitl 
I  pd^es  or  llie  cause.  It  appeared  ibat  wliila 
I  bur  Lord  Mansfield's  opiuioti  liad  been  laka 
I  Uie  point  raised  by  this  ven'  will,  and  tliat  I 
Icaid,  an  he  ouglii  to  liave  eoid,  ''Thodevie 

■  *  This  able,  learned,  and  iiprighL  judge  sliowcd; 

■  grntly  FxtolW  lu  Uiote  liines,  bur  wlt'u^h,  it  h 
•  *TW7  member  nf  the  beooh  woolduow  dijplnyi 
ft  cuartf.    TIk  Mioiilcr  buriug  tunpcrud  wiili  bim 
I  fTeriaus  (o  aome  trial  involving  rigllts  of  iho  ~ 
f  King  Hu  fonlish  or  nicked  euough  to  wrilv  b,' 
I  and  he  r<^\ir»pd  it  nnopcued,     Aldcrnran  Tdwiu 
I  tUi  in  Parliamtn^  «ad  it  was  not  umiridiclied. 
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m^vefmd*^tmtmiMk  .Boo  .Feaht 

iter  coirvfyaftoew  ti     ig  dreom* 

»y  nri  not  mmrd  at  tl  p  y  and  oap- 
iiMMy  00  Httle  wbtA  and  able 

.  'Wliat  if  Mr.  Mm  ay's  opiiiion  dil  d  from 
I  Mansfield's  jodgm  it?  It  would  not  have 
^  the  judgment  to  have  been  wrong;  and  if 
eonnflellor  had  given  what  on  more  matan 
deration,  and  after  bearing  the  ease  argued  by 
fte  learning  of  the  bar,  the  Judge  deemed  an 
neoos  ophiion,  was  he  to  saerifioe  iiis  duty  of 
dfaig  by  his  conscience  at  the  time,  to  an  im- 
Iby  fear  of  appearing  inconi^tent  ?  If  liis 
lion  had  undergone  a  change,  was  he  not  to 
nr  it  ?  Nay,  was  it  any  shame  to  change  his 
don  upon  hearing  the  subject  for  the  first  time 
f  discussed  ? 

lie  ridiculous  charge  brought  by  Junius  and 
sn  against  his  direction  to  the  jury  on  the 
ne  Circuit,  in  a  case  of  trespass  between  two 
nown  individuals,  and  where  no  possible  motive 
partiality  could  be  imagined  or  was  ever  pre- 
(ed,  we  liardly  perhaps  should  mention,  were  it 
an  illustration  of  the  outcry  which  absolute 
»rance  may  sometimes  succeed  in  raising.  It 
the  case  of  Mears  v.  Ansell,  which  was  tried 
ire  him  on  the  circuit,  in  1772 ;  and  a  new  trial 
granted  by  the  Common  Fleas  on  the  gproond 


OF  oEoaGB  JH^^^^ 

tstice  hail  improperly  direcled  :!, 
the  tt'Stimony  of  two  sabscribii.. 
ery  tu  Uieir  sigaed  all«alaii'-> 
t  "a  new  disgrace  of  MausG^Id  ^ 
.  his  published  letter,  with  profound 
ignoraBui  ._  tiie  whole  practice  of  the  i 
meDtioaed  it  as  a  proof  of  extraordinaiy  d 
ikction  witli  the  summing  up,  tliat  the  new  | 
vas  granted  without  the  jiayment  of  costs;  wli 
"  that  the  usual  terms  were  ihus  dispens««i  n 
The  same  learned  nute  adds,  tliat  the  p]aj 
attorney  moved  tlie  next  term  to  have 
struck  off  the  MoU  of  the  King's  Beach  atton 
Uid  that  "  he  was  immediately  admitted  inta 
Common  Pleas ;"  a.  mere  matter  of  course,  tts  4 
€BB  but  Juniua  must  have  known. 

A*  to  Junius's  charge  of  illegal  conduct  ii 
ing  a  felou  taken  with  the  mainour,  hie 
letter  betrays  as  great  ignorance  of  the  most  I 
monly  known  matters  of  law  (e. 
Peace  are  at  sessions  Judges  of  Record,  a 
Sing's  justices)  as  it  does   eonfusi 
tad  vacillation  through  legal  ignorance,  and  U 
taiaty  about  the  grounds  on  which  be  mt 
chaige.     Inileed,  lie  himself  shified  them  II 
fending  his  firEt  argimient ;  and  it  was  at  tlui 
universally  allowed  tJiat  lie  was  altogether  in 
wrong,    Lord  Canidcn  was  mid  at  first  tu  , 
agreed  with  him ;   but  that  he  abaiidoned  i 
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ilii  ftgn  ]         (b       his  never  eiiee, 

gbcdlediipooyTent  I  to  touch  the  sobjeet. 
%iHn  he  hid  YtHk  itlj  <  loonced  impeach- 
t^igafanl  the  Chief  Jwdee  fbr  this  baU  ease, 
h  «fter  the  mtameat  of  Cobbett  and  others  in 
r  times,  this  writer  charged  liim  with  gross 
tMj  in  reversing  the  decree  against  Lord 
Vtmm  upon  the  sait  arising  out  of  the  Barton 
asttt  devise;  and  after  tlds  reversal  liad  been 
jtfteioosly  ascribed  to  cormpt  fiivour,  towards 
jidntical  antagonist  too,  when  the  matter  was 
■inedy  it  was  found  that  the  Commiarioners 
he  Great  Seal  had  only  considered  one  point, 
on  that  had  made  their  decree,  whereas  there 
dned  another  point  decisive  of  the  matter, 
:h  way  soever  the  former  might  be  determined. 
D  this  new  point  the  Judges  were  consulted, 
upon  this  they  were  unanimous  for  the  appeal, 
Migh  upon  the  others  they  differed ;  so  that  a 
rsal  of  the  decree  was  almost  a  matter  of  course, 
it  was  much  rather  the  act  of  the  Judges  than 
lOrd  Mansfield.  Junius  being  overthrown  by 
plain  and  incontrovertible  statement,  had  the 
age  to  treat  it  as  a  quibble  only  worthy  of  a 
Ister  (Letter  lxiii.),  although  he  had  himself 
re  explicitly  said,  that  he  was  at  issue  with 
I  Mansfield's  defenders  on  the  question,  whether 
ot  he  (Lord  Mansfield)  had  given  any  opinion 
be  case  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  ^*  that  this 


"ifM  It  i]uwtii)ii  uf  £u:t  to  be  d 
tJenoif  tmly."     (JjelUT  hXi.) 

Tliew  thinga  am  fur  iudt^ed  from  b 
ponant.  Tliuy  aflUit  twunUally  tho 
jiKlicinl  reputation.  I'licy  «how  upon 
of  griimiUi  tlw  fubric  of  ii  ){rcat  tnii 
fkiuo,  ud  wtJl  an  ttie  purity  uf  liu  t 
wttfu  aAMulrd  by  ilie  iiDpriiici|jle(l  violei 
al  thu  iiiHti^tioji  uf  tliuir  ignonuice,  t 
bind  a  eigiuiture  made  lamoua  by  i 
language  and  tlie  liuldticas  of  being  Vi 
tbc  )N.trwn  of  n  jtj'inler  w}iu  guituid  | 
dusturdly  Hloiidur  to  out  Uiruugh  him 
lioiu  courage.  They  tend  to  reduce  I 
of  *iicb  an  aoilioc'i  vuliiv  n«  inucb  aa  C 
tvputalhn  of  thtMt-  tvhotn,  Uota  Ui  lui 
b«  had  awmjlei] ;  ami  thuy  rcikcl  a  r: 
ki  Uie  jiuuple,  if  u[ion  Huch  Buhjeobi  tbe 
cau  bt!  iHuglit,  uot  to  rc'puoe  cuuftdau 
wlw  ure  iiukuowii  ^aintil  men  tvbusa 
are  passed  in  the  facu  of  opvii  day,  i 

GoncUlit   MKurity  of  [nir.iotml   roipOIMl 

lat  it  b«  forgoltBD  u]<on  ulial  (liininr  jf 
couiilry  ntu  n^uirod  to  finbark  in  a  pa 
IxHrd  &Iau«Mit.  Nor  let  it  ceaae  to  be  ; 
thai  upou  such  groutidii  as  wo  liave  bee 
thfi  moat  pojHibir  writers  of  the  day  wen 
mU  biin  "  oownuilly  " — "cunoii^  "— 
■Juggler" — "ftbodn; 
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Iifi9«itaii  at  one  tfane  l^tteAil,  at  anotlier  o«d- 
pptiUe  **— ^*  cMBUd  jneckiiig  every  tenn  of  rqproach 
IfiflvefjIdaaQfflBtimotion  thamiiidGan  fbnn"-- 
« iMUudog  SootohiDftBy  who  never  speaks  truth 
Hkfomt  a  ftaaduhmt  dedgn  " — ^<<  a  man  of  whom  it 
NAnned)  with  the  most  solemn  appeal  to  God, 
Ipft  he  is  the  very  worst  and  most  deuigerous  man 
kingdom."*  But  it  turned  out  afterwards 
the  same  anonymous  writer,  who,  while  he 
the  mask  of  Juiiius,  almost  ever  praised  Lord 
had  under  other  disguises  assailed  him  as 
aa  he  had  his  antagonists ;  and  his  rancorous 
of  the  great  patriot  does  all  but  outstrip  his 
assaults  upon  the  venerable  judge.  He 
Chatham)  is  described  as  <^not  a  man  of 
character,  whose  vice  might  be  redeemed  by 
appearance  of  virtue  aiid  generosity,  but  a 
^ea  purely  and  perfectly  bad."  It  is  said  we  may 
My  foretel  ^'  the  progress  of  such  a  traitor,  and 
ilSjiirobable  event  of  his  crimes,''  since  he  led  ^^  a 
Ub  of  artifice,  intrigue,  hypocrisy,  and  impudence ;" 
^aareer  *^  which  equally  violates  every  principle  of 
ttKHir  and  morality" — ^^  an  abandoned  profligate  " 
^^so  black  a  villain,  that  though  we  have  no 
Dvpeian  rock,  yet  a  gibbet  is  not  too  honourable 
ksltnation  for  the  carcase  of  a  traitor" — ^^a  base 
iQitste  "— ''  tlie  stalking-horse  of  a  stallion"  (Lord 
lata) — "  below  contempt " — "  a  venomous  reptile  " 

*  JaniQs'B  Letters,  xli.  lix.  Iziii.  Ixix. 


a  lunatic  " — ^ind  "  a  raving  nuulniBD.'' 
great  gravamen,  loo,  of  these  charges  agaiu 
is  liis  leaning  towards  the  Aniericans,  of  srhd 
,  furious,  BhalJovr,  and  conceited  wnter  was 
and  intemperate  opponent,  as  be  vss  a 
advocate  of  the  mother-country's  tyranny. 

It  may  surely  be  said  with  justice,  that  si 
ctosures  as  these,  wiiile  they  reduce  to  thri 
level  the  claims  of  Junius  to  fame,  easily  n 
f  for  the  author  having  died  and  kept  his  own  i 
I  He  appears  to  have  been  a  person  in  wliose' 
I  every  fierce  and  malignant  passion  raged  » 
I  the  control  of  a  sound  judgment,  and  trithni 
I  kindly  feeling  to  attemper  his  nature.  Wift 
I  a  time  when  good  or  even  correct  composillf 
I  little  studied,  and  in  the  newspapers 
I  met  with,  his  polished  style,  though  very  fl 
9  being  a  correct  one,  ami  farther  still  f 
I  pure  B^glish,  being  made  the  vehicle  of- 
I  Kircasm.  and  pointed  invective,  naturally  to 
I  fi^^ee  of  attention  which  was  further  inal 
I  by  the  boldness  of  his  proceedings.  No  n 
[  read  a  page  of  any  letter  without  perceivji 
I  the  writer  lias  but  one  way  of  handliuy  e<n 
I  j«t,  and  that  he  constructs  his  seiitencffi  « 
[  sole  design  of  paying  liie  most  bitter  tilings  h 
I  Iti  the  most  striking  way,  without  evt 
I       •  MiMcUnncou*  Lutiere,  pulillslitcl  Lj  WuoJ&U 


JUOW»  XAirwiSLD,  143 

digv  r  being  iqpplicable  or  imqipli- 

•  to  tli0ofcJ6Ot  of  the  attack.  The  consequence 
ihat  the  greater  part  of  his  invective  will  just 
.tne  bad  man  or  i  ked  minister  as  well  as 
bar.  It  is  hi§^i]y  pn  le  that  whoever  he 
)it  be,  he  had  often  at  d  those  with  whom 
lived  on  intimate  tc  ,  or  to  whom  he  was 
Isr  obligations.  This)  an  additional  reason 

Us  dying  unrevealed.  T  t  was  neither 
li  Ariiburton,  nor  any  otl  yer,  is  proved 

■lat  we  have  said  of  his  gross  ignorance  of  law. 
,lold  that  he  .was  Mr.  Francis  is  libelling  that 
flsman's  memory ;  and  although  much  external 
lenee  concurs  in  pointing  towards  him,  he  cer- 
ity  never  wrote  anything  of  the  same  kind  in  his 
1  character. 

ktt  those  charges  made  against  Lord  Mansfield's 
idal  conduct  were  definite  and  precise.  Others 
m  urged  of  a  kind  so  vague,  that  it  was  impos- 
e  distinctly  to  apprehend  or  pointedly  to  meet 
n.  He  was  accused  of  encroaching  upon  the 
■inty  of  the  common  law,  by  making  his  views 
d  to  general  notions  of  substantial  justice.  That 
vas  always  anxious  to  get  at  the  body^f  the  case, 
deal  with  it  so  as  to  give  merited  success  to 
oubted  right,  is  admitted ;  and  in  sometimes 
lecting  the  dictates  of  technical  rules,  when  they 
tructed  his  path  towards  substantial  justice,  ho 
^t  possibly  overlook  the  great  advant 


hnvii)^  3  fixed  rule  applicable  to  nil  cases ; 
li^iea  well  worth  tlie  unavuidable  price  wlii< 
be  puid  Tor  them  in  the  occasional  liardaliip, 
apparent  alisurdity.  tlial  may  attend  tlieir  in 
applicntion.  But  uhen  the  same  objection 
vaticeil  lu  hia  introducing  rules  nniversalli 
cable,  and  choosiog  those  which  are  more  ta 
ynth  common  sense  and  liberal  feeling  ttu 
merely  technicsl  analogy,  we  are  bound  i 
from  the  critjcism  with  indignation.  Sy  tbk 
he  was  improving  our  Jurisprudence,  aad  1 
eroaching'  apon  its  principles ;  nor  was  the  ci 
of  tlie  liiw  in  any  way  iiiipaii'ed  by  establisi 
rales  upon  on  enlarged  basis. 
That  he  vss  fond  of  dnwiiig  over  n 

notions  from  the  Courts  in  which  he  Iri 
chiefly  trained,  niid  applying  them  to  tM 
deration  of  legal  matters,  b  the  same  ol^ 
another  fonu.  Some  of  the  most  valuable  ] 
of  our  common-law  remedies  iire  derin 
Equity ;  witness  the  m^liiin  for  monej'  h 
received,  and  indeed  thi'  aotinn  of  Iitd 
atttimjmt  generally :  and  sptwinl  pl«ndi 
never  s»w  %bill  iir  an  aiiswer,  but  wlien  tb 
used  in  evidence  at  ntui  print,  stich  men 
Justice  Chnmbro,  (nmnng  the  first  omanienl 
prpfi^fdon,  (u  amung  the  most  lionest  and  : 
bf  men,)  have  nhowii  thdr  lensn  of  tba  ad 
Uius  {{ained  to  the  cumraon  law  by  remindii 
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Ub  dmuwiiMiat,  'wh&m  tli«f  grovaded  their 
iMenl  ufom  thB  positieft  Hat  tiie  poini  tiMj 
itlHofclny  WM  4aa  of  an  eqoitebley  and  not  erf 
{d  omisidenitkMi.  A»  fer  tiie  ebunoor  (and  it 
nothing  mora  than  ekmour,  and  ignorant  ela^ 
r|  too)  that  Lord  Manafield  was  making  the 
Jaxon  prindplea  d  our  jnritprudenoe  hand  to 
» of  the  Civil  Law,  it  la  wholly  naarrolloua  that 
of  any  uBderstandiag  or  edaoatioii  should  hava 
'heen  found  so  much  tho  slarss  of  fibction  as  to 
mise  it.  Lord  Mansfield  at  no  period  of  hii 
nrer  had,  or  could  have  had,  the  least  predilec- 
Imp  the  civil  law,  arinng  from  any  iuniliarity 
its  institutions.  He  never  was  a  Scotch  advo- 
at  all ;  or  if  he  was,  it  must  have  been  in  the 

0,  for  he  left  Scotland  at  three  years  of  age. 
I  the  Consistorial  Courts,  if  by  their  practice 
2^1  Law  is  meant,  he  had  necessarily  very 
»  intercourse.*  Chancery  has  nothing  to  do 
that  system  unless  in  so  &r  as  it  prefers  the 
practice  of  written  depositions  to  vivd  voce 
inations  ;  and  also  in  so  far  as  every  rational 
m  of  jurisprudence  must  necessarily  have  much 

i  would,  in  our  times,  have  been  impossible  for  bim  to 
my  practice  at  all  in  these  courts  unless  in  cases  of 

1,  formerly  before  the  Delegates,  now  in  the  Privy 
bLL  But  when  Lord  Mansfield  was  at  the  bar,  it  wag 
iftom  for  common  lawyers  to  attend  important  cases  in 
n*  Commons.    Tliis,  however,  was  of  rare  occurrence. 


STATES  KEK  I 


F  TIME  OF-  QEOM 


> 


in  common  with  the  most  perfect  s 
ever  was  formed  of  rules  for  classifyiug  rigl 
ihaUing  the  remedies  for  wron^.  K 
anything  be  found  in  all  the  train  of  tua  de 
wbicb  betokens  more  leaniug  towards  die 
code  than  a  regard  for  the  enlarged  and  u 
principles  of  abstract  justice  sanctioned,  i 
not  prescribe.  Yet  could  tlie  most  popular 
of  the  day,  those,  too,  whoie  pretences  i 
tegal  learnijig  were  the  most  obtrusive,  dc 
the  Chief  Justice  as  engaged  in  a  delitierate 
reduce  slavery  to  system,  "  by  making  the 
code  tJie  law  of  uations,  and  ttie  opinion  of 
civilianB  his  perpetual  theme,''  after  tlie  exm 
"  the  Norman  lawyers,  who  made  tlie  I 
Conquest  complete  ;"  and  as  thoa  "'  comipl 
Buch  treacherous  arts  tlie  noble  simplicity  ■ 
spirit  of  our  Saxon  laws."  *  Ignorance 
surely  go  beyond  tins  point.  The  civil  I 
became  hostile  to  liberty  through  the  ii 
don  of  it  introduced  by  the  Emperors,  m 
made  the  will  of  the  I'rince  tlie  law  of  it 
In  no  other  particular  is  it  at  variance  tt 
doni ;  and  who  ever  dreamt  that  Lord  9 
had  the  power  of  introducing  tliat  portioo, 
inclination  have  been  ever  so  much  bent  in 
direction  ? 

But  this  topic  leads  us  to  the  poUtieal 
*  Juuius'i  Letters,  No.  xli. 
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iibvoughl  against  thia  great  magistiate. 
idy  for  bU  &me  as  well  aa  jfor  hia  trau- 
I  coQtiQuad  to  mix  in  poUtica  after  he 
be  in  the  service  of.  the  orown  aa  an 
He  not  only  acted  aa  Speaker  of  the 
lOrds  for  above  a  year,  but  for  a  much 
}  he  had  a  seat  in  the  cabinet,  and  tooic 
le  business  of  govemment|  all  the  more 
lie  in  his  position,  that  it  was  much  more 
.  it  was  open  and  avowed, 
he  Great  Seal  was  in  oommission  pre* 
»ra  Bathurst's  obtaining  it  aa  Chancellor, 

t 

siield  was,  to  all  political  intents  and 
the  Chancellor,  without  having  the  re- 
r  of  that  high  office :  nor  did  he  less. act 
il  adviser  of  the  govefnmeut,  when  that 
lit  soinewliat  feeble  individual,  more 
filled  the  place.  The  vice  of  the  Chief 
haract^r  was  a  want  of  boldness,  that 
slirink  from  personal  responsibility, 
never  would  accept  the  first  station  in 
jid  hence,  too,  he  was  believed  to  have 
ivised  many  things,  which  he  either  had 
'  had  only  passively  sufiered  ;  for,  when 
.tesman  acquires  the  evil  reputation  of 
esponsibility  while  he  seeks  power,  there 
inting  the  world  from  tracing  every  mis- 
K>urce  wliich  appears  to  hide  itself  only 
3re  is  something  to  conceal, 
e  want  of  nerve  more  than  once  appeared 


t  nf^  I 


irith  llio  p'ipulur 

Hi*  chllnlntl^r  In  prlvali-  II 

ly  (ihildritD,  t 

«  without  a  HtaJn.     IUh  di3 

e  pullihoH  •iiolcly  «f  lllamrj 

le  HrM  I  iinil    hi*  |i(n*i'r*  of 

(I  tn  nil  til*  Irnilitiiiiw  ttiat 

I  vury  tiiffh  i 

)  t'oll^hed  mill  wlnnJ 

(1  frum  tli«  lm|n«ulon  liU  pi 

nlfornily  nude.     But  when  M  1 

k  Knot  and  vkHoim  kno^rl«d[fe,  i 

rftllalil«  Id  tltci  tUoi  of  KidMf,  hi 

tl  mll<l  tpmpOT,   hi*  lovo  of  hM 

d  till  jiowor  urflofitrlliiKJnB'  towi 

d  cloHical  wit,  it  te  lint  clifficii 

I  tlio  mpintR  nintti  wlilnli  »ii 
n*  fuaoiiiBtIng  iitiyoritl  nltiiiiat 

li  time.  Tliroii({1i  d  vIkopuu*  v 
Irli  tin  ci(i<vw  nf  uny  klmi,  in 
I  rvvr  iiiuitf  iiinnulu,  lio  ti*uH  ti 
*•  dying  IVom  tnliBtiiti'd  iinturti^ 
0  |iroiii(li.Hl  lu  court  iv^^iiUrly  t 
lglity-»ooi>nd  ywM-,  nnd  ni>i|fiMd 
Iglily-frrtirtli,  luving  onntluiMi-^ 

II  for  lw(i  nr  thmi  ymnli 
b  hAvn  d(»M  or  oouU  diuM 
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ope  of  provaillji^  wilii  tiie  luiuistr;  to  ^polot  hia 
»vouriu^  JudgaliuUtM'  IjIh  uunoamoT.  liut  Mr.  Fitt, 
fblh  aX  tlie  bu-,  \uui  ceeu  llilugn  in  tliut  able  and 
iBKirupulutu  amgiatrutu  wbicti  made  iiiiii  rwolve 
bM  III)  «uoti  iaAJctiiiu  iliuulil  lull  lui  (Jiu  Kuglwh 
«BcJi  1  ftoil  it  u  to  }iiB  vii'tuiiua  nwolutiuu  tlmt  Ihu 
iKf«iri-itc«  of  Iford  Keuyoji  wa<i  Uiw,  wliiuh  IjMii 
niurlow  iJwajii  lUTu^ttxl  tu  liimiiult'. 

It  htw  Uicoine  tlw  inore  iieoeaiftry  to  dwell  at 
cone  length  upon  tlie  lii^tury  of  this  great  mau, 
lecftuse  a  practice  lios  prevailed  of  late  years  in  the 
irofeBsiun  wliicii  he  adoTued,  and  even  upon  the 
eneh  which  lie  bo  much  more  than  aiiy  of  hia  pre- 
ecesaare  illustrated,  of  Ireatiiig  him  with  much  less 
eapect  than  in  his  duo.  The  narrow  minds  of  little 
leii  cannot  expand  even  to  the  full  uppreheuaion 
f  that  excellence  with  which  superior  natures  are 
ifted,  or  which  they  have  by  culture  attained. 
They  are  sufficiently  susceptible,  however,  of  en- 
ioua  feelings  to  begrudge  virtue  the  admiration 
thich  it  liae  justly  earned  ;  and  jeuluus  that  any 
■ortion  of  applause  Hhould  l>e  drawn  uway  from  the 
-nuiy  tecliiiicttliticH  of  their  own  obscure  walk,  they 
•rp  at  some  trifling  slips  which  may  have  been 
Mde  in  the  leu  weighty  matters  of  the  law,  the 
aly  portions  their  understandings  can  graxp.  It 
■■  thus  grown  into  a  Itind  of  habit  with  some  men, 
nrj  revpectable  in  their  own  department,  to  decry 
Lord  Mautfleld  ai  no  lawyer,  to  speak  lightly  of  hia 

r 


deoisioDs,  and  to  gratulale  themselves  t 
not  intrude  yet  greater  changes  into 
syslero  b;  further  departure  from  strict  I 
a  more  enlarged  view  even  of  the  ngoroi 
of  our  jurisprudence,  will  at  once  brush  I 
away,  and  sLow  the  truth  of  a  positioa  E 
by  the  vulgar,  both  gowned  and  uRg;o' 
great  miods  may  be  as  correct  in  details, 
fill  to  deal  with  the  most  general  princif 


{     153    ; 


ID  CHIEF  JUSTICE  GIBBa 


Mi  of  the  inferior  thoagb  able  nen  to 
have  just  referred,  the  kte  Sir  Yimrj 
I  certainly  among  the  moat  eminiot ;  and 

the  perfections  of  the  order,  and  more 
ffdinary  share  of  its  fruits.  It  is  a  grsat 
imitted  only  by  those  wlio  yiew  them  from 
)  imagine  that  their  baming  is  of  a  eon* 
re,  either  in  their  own  profession  or  in 
jiches  of  education.  They  are  in  no 
ere  special  pleaders,  or  men  familiar  only 
practice  of  the  courts.  They  are  even 
espects  not  to  be  termed  mere  lawyers. 

acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  law, 
ey  have  studied  accurately,  and  might 
dmitted  to  liave  studied  profoundly,  if 
be  predicated  of  those  researches,  which, 
ily  dreading  to  penetrate  the  more  stul>« 
more  deep-lying  vein  of  first  principle, 
rry  the  labourer  towards  the  shallower 
'  bed  that  contains  the  relics  of  former 

and  make  him  rest  satisfied  with  these 
IS  the  guide  and  the  rule.    All  that  has 
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Oecieions,  and  to  g^ratulate  themselves  U 
not  intrude  yet  greater  cliangts  into  our 
system  by  farther  departure  from  strict  rules 
a  more  ralai^ed  view  even  of  the  rigorous  do 
of  our  jurisprudence,  will  at  once  brush  these 
away,  and  show  the  truth  of  a  position  ever ' 
by  the  vulgar,  bolh  gowned  and  unowned 
great  minds  may  be  as  correct  in  details, 
fill  to  deal  with  the  most  general  principlM 


(     153     ; 


>RD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  GIBB& 


8  ekfli  of  the  infbnor  though  able  men  to 

i  we  have  just  referred,  the  kte  Sir  Yieary 

I  was  certainly  among  the  most  emin^it ;  and 

id  all  the  perfections  of  the  order^  and  more 

the  ordinary  share  of  its  fiiults.    It  is  a  great 

fy  emnmitted  only  by  those  who  view  them  from 

off,  to  imagine  that  their  learning  is  of  a  con* 

d  nature,  either  in  their  own  profession  or  in 

er  branches  of  education.     They  are  in  no 

pect  mere  special  pleaders,  or  men  familiar  only 

:h  the  practice  of  the  courts.     They  are  even 

scHne  respects  not  to  be  termed  mere  lawyers. 

ley  are  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  law, 

lich   they  have  studied  accurately,  and  might 

0  be  admitted  to  liave  studied  profoundly,  if 

Hh  can  be  predicated  of  those  researches,  which, 

itinctively  dreading  to  penetrate  the  more  stub- 

m  and  more  deep-lying  vein  of  first  principle, 

niys  carry  the  labourer  towards  the  shallower 

i  sofler  bed  that  contains  the  relics  of  former 

vkmei     and  make  him  rest  satisfied  with  these 

ttems  as  the  guide  and  the  rule.    All  that  haf 


KM    sTATUiucK  6f  «ua  or  abobob  i 

Bbeen  said  or  written,  however,  by  test-mt 
Kjudgm,  tbey  know  i  and  of  il  uU,  much  pri 
Ibw  given  tht^m  great  expertDess  in  tbe  appUoi 
■  Then  their  edneatloa  las  not  been  eoofliwd  H 
I  natter  of  Law .  It  U^e  indeed  been  tai  from  t 
W  enlarged  one;  nor  bos  it  bronght  Llicm  into  i 
t.  liar  ocqiutiiilance  with  tlie  scenes  which  expi 
I.  mltnl,  make  it  coiwcious  of  new  powers,  ami  ll 
I  to  compare,  and  expatiate,  and  explore. 
I  this  couTBC  of  mstmctioB  not  been  ■ 
I  valne  i  tar  they  are  generally  weO  «<T>e(l  fai 
I  aioU  lilerature,  and  ofira  acf^uainted  with  i 
I  niaUcal  science.  From  the  one,  howerCT, 
I  derive  little  btside  the  polish  which  it  cai 
I  cafes  and  the  tniie  which  it  refims;.  ftvil 
I  other,  tliey  only  gain  a  love  of  strict  xnA  InSi 
I  ruin,  wfth  s  disinclination  towards  the  i 
I  and  allownnrcs  prescribed  by  the  diverrid 
I  moral  evidence.  From  both  they  gather  ■ 
I  found  deference  for  all  tliat  lias  been  mM  oi^ 
[  before  them,  an  exclusive  veneration  for  aatt 
I  and  a  pr^ty  untparing  contempt  for  the  u 
I  uti  uiipoHriied  class  wliich  form  and  OT«r 
I  form  die  great  bulk  of  mankind  inalloommii 
I  A  dianspect  for  all  foreign  oaiions  and  tbt 
I  atlttttioiB  has  long  been  another  appointed  ft 
I  tite  Mine  tree ;  and  it  has  been  in  praporti 
E  llw  overweening  fimdnees  for  evervtbing  i 
^BVB  ^etem,  whether  of  polity  or  of  tan 


tmm^^mjm  mmaxm  oobk  IM 


^^  lufcMiupliuW'  ftf  d>  iBMkmttmmm  with  ikm 
AM  d«rf^f  dw  Imli  nar  luMl  graillj  i». 
M  list  aiRO#  Midi  ilMMid' pngudioM,  widdi 
Hi*  MflMnrbal;  noie  mmtIjc  tnoogfat  baek  to 
^aoNBt  ]0f«L  Boiitmthe  pMeke  diotatai 
^M  •«aMM^  and  tiM  dfola  of  Englirii  jadgw 
Iq^  textMiTTitai,  wtt  with  tfiem  the  ifa^^ 
itfa»;  «ad  in  iMr  toeabiilaiy^i  Bogliih  ktir  fe 
Mdi  A  fjfnonjfne  ftp  th'6  p0rfti$tfoB  of  wisdon 
V  AbI  of  Den  S^vift's  ifimgintiy  kingdom, 
fitKk  ivM  fbr  iftie  ^  pOfftoUon  of  nstmo. 
flnrjen  who  belong  to  thie  elM%  bjf  iur  the 
nHBcrooi  in  tiie  piofowiDn^  it  ie  alio  »  greiit 
ko to flifppote that  the talenti  aieerailned to 
legal  matters,  the  discnaBion  of  dry  points, 
the  condact  of  suits  according  to  technical 
.  Many  of  them  are  sabtle  and  most  able 
era;  scmie  eyen  powerful  reaaoners.  As  ad- 
ble  a  display  of  logical  acumen,  in  long  and 
mied  ehains  of  pure  ratiocination,  is  frequently 
(■bed  among  their  ranks  as  can  be  seen  in  the 
faton  dt  any  department  of  rhetoric,  or  the 
alt  of  any  branch  of  science.  They  oflen 
B  high  pretences  to  eloquence,  and,  without 
sing  its  first  rank,  are  frequently  (ystingui^ed 
peat  powers  of  speech,  as  well  as  extraordinary 
in  the  management  of  business.  Their  legal 
tidon,  however,  is  the  chief  object  of  their 
;  and  in  their  pnrsoit  of  oratory,  they  aim  fiir 


/ 


more  at  haog  eloquent  lawyera  tlian 
learned  in  the  law.  Hence  their  estimate 
feaonal  merit  is  all  fonned  on  the  tame 
and  gnduated  by  one  Hcale.  They  undnr 
accomplishments  of  tlie  rhetorician,  with 
spisisg  tbeiu ;  and  they  are  extremelj  su 
of  any  enlarged  or  general  views  upon  so 
a  nibject  as  Uie  law.  Change,  they  with  d 
can  bring  their  minds  to  believe  possible ; 
«oy  change  for  the  better:  and  specula 
theory  on.  such  matters  ia  so  much  an  i 
distrust,  or  rather  of  mingled  cmitempt  a 
noo,  that  when  ihey  would  describe  aiiythi 
culous,  or  even  anomalous  in  the  profew 
cannot  go  beyond  what  th^y  call  "a  8|: 
lawyer."  To  expect  success  in  aucha  one'i 
was  fonnerly  thought  absurd.  But 
triumph  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  was  a  a 
bling-blook  to  technical  minds.  A  free- 
Dpon  1^1  matters,  if  ever  any  existed  ; 
plished,  learned,  eloquent,  philosophical ; 
rose  to  the  very  head  of  his  profession,  ani 
p«lled  them  to  believe  what  Krskine  had 
nwlte  them  admit — that  a  man  may  be  i 
learned  in  all  the  mere  niceties  of  the  Ian 
to  the  very  meanest  details  of  cniirt  practl 
yet  be  able  to  soar  above  the  liighur  Iir 
general  speculation,  and  to  charm  by  liitt  du< 
and  enlighten  by  his  enkrgeil  wisdom,  a«  s 
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de  tLe  Bench  and  bead  the  Bar  by  liis  nierel, 
nical  £uperiurity, 

be  profesgioual  cbarecter  of  the  men  wliom  wc 
discusaiag  is  geoerally    pure  and   lofty  ;    ihe 
r  to  which  they  belong  is  sacred  in  their  eyes ; 
ime,  its  dignity,  even  to  ils  etiquette,  must  all 
ept  unsullied  ;  and  whatever  may  be  their  pre- 
?es  and  their  habits,  political  or  professional, 
great  soever  their  deference  to  power,  how 
:iiind  their  veneration  for  (he  bench,  how  deep- 
ed  their  attachment   to  existing  institutions, 
fierce  their  bostOity  to  all  innovations,  bow 
e  or  how  scornful  their  frown   upon   the  mul- 
e  at  larg;e,  yet  \a  their  courage  undaunted  in 
iding  whatever  client  may  entrust  his  suit  to 
patronage,  be  he  a  rabble-leader  or  a  treuon- 
er,  a  libeller  or  a  blasphemer;  and  in  dia- 
ing  towards  him  the  high  duties  of  their  re- 
lative character,  they  so  little  regard  either 
cntment  of  tbe  govemmeDt  or  the  anger  of 
urt,  that  they  hardly  are  conscious  of  any 
a  sacrificing  every  personal  coiuideratioa 
performance  of  their  repreaentative,  and 
it  is  representative,  their  eminently  im- 
iffice. 
men  whom  we  have  now  endeavoured  to 
B  a  class,  Sir  Vicary  Gibbt  waa  a  perfect 
Endowed  by  nature  with  great  acutenen 
limited  power  of  application,  he  beoame, 
as 


I  DM  bi»  own   uni«w]iat  iuim 

towaitis  as  constiieniblc  a  man  sa 

more  omubla  one,  '*  u  good  a  la 

of  man   <^ait  be."      Discipliiieii 

ala«si()al  MlucatiOQ,  Ili£  fruils  ul 

him  Ui  the  last,  and  somevrhat  ftc 

iavourite  purRuiu  of  Cambridge  i 

•Iwafs  cwrect,  uul  bu  reasouit 

msideraUe  as  they  ever  caa  be 

row  range.     To  «loqu«iioe  fai 

nte  preleitcea ;    yet  waa   his 

rgled  out  rather  than  flowed,  ot 

r  and  tmnspareni,  owiiiug  a  i 

K,  if  »uotewliiit  shallow,  and  ei 

luineruus,   not   oHgiunl,   not  ft 

>t  brought  up  from  the  lower 

It  *iut«(l  to  each  occ&sioii,  well  t 

y  AcceKible  lo  otbers 

^riion  in  which  they  were  com 

gr  himiielf.     His  legal  argumeiitj 

D  be  adiuirtid.    He  did  not  go  b 

ma  from  point  to  point,  g&raishii: 

two  obeervatious,  us  mimy  citatii 

aany  cases ;  so  tliat  thu  whole  or 

prithout  breadth  or  relief,  and  a 

A  aa  any  «ther  the  ] 

ft  AOOckMioa  tiiin«d— but  be 

rerniug  principle  rouiHUy  Bad 

i  his  loaidtng  idea  by  whic 


vnMUM  wnivRXi ;  mbmmi  bb  inwiei^Rey  hi 
%  Md  wt&ii  It  Htfodgiwiitt)  tiO  te  kftd  tnkielKi^ 
■IB  i^iifffBienCli  Iff  wIbiIIi  h#  sMMtttM  to  A^ 
k  Oiutttar,  «nd  1»  liiit  tk6-eloMti  Mitoucliedy 
I' tef  wte  MkmwSi  hta  viglil.  If  they  ehom, 
W  tfaiir  tfahe  In  pkdung  the  locki^  or  le«e 
rtray  to  the  dnrk  li)%^^MMHgM.  It  might  he 
«ridm,  «•  be  said  hunnlf  ef  «r  Jeanee  Manm 
,lliat  <<  he  4lectoed  the  kir,"*  wMle  he  aigiMd 
MM)  «ad  while eittien left Miy the kspreirim 
hi  kenrer  that  nftny  eutiborhieihfld  been  cited, 
■neb  feading  dle^b^,  hb  etjpniieirt  pene- 
li  into  the  liitidy  and  laade  it  meitt  to  hfe 
ttaat)  wi^MRitiiitNA  Ngardhig  theM|jport  ti^y 
d  ftotn  other  quarters.  Bat  he  was  also  a 
'  confliderable  person  at  Nisi  Prius,  Hie 
eet  and  easy  knowledge  of  a^  legal  matters 
here  by  no  means  his  only  superiority.    He 

feady  in  dealing  with  evid^ce;  he  ooold 
Mat  to  the  Jury  the  &cts  of  his  case  boldly  and 
h%fa  relief;  though  he  was  wholly  unaUe  to 
iaim,  and  never  dreamt  of  addrewing  the  feel- 
t  or  the  passions,  any  more  than  if  he  were 
ddng  to  mummies  without  any  sensation,  much 

any  feelings .  or  pasidons  to  address ;  yet  he 
U,  especially  when  clothed  with  the  d^ity  Ot 
k  official  station,  deliver  himself  with  consider- 
I  emphasis,  though  without  any  fluency,  and 
kl  effirat  the  purpose  of  impremng  the  froir 


I 
* 


which  be  showed, — ony,  wma  net  cxci?«ded  ci 
the  iminly  lioldiiisE  which  won  far  ihat  lead 
must  ini|«ris)iable  of  all  liis  \Hiea  to  iheadiori 
and  ^tiiutle  of  mankind. 

The  g;eneral  uarrowDesB  of  Sir  Vicuy  C 
mind  has  been  marked ;  but  on  the  ride  of  ' 
and  self-conceit  it  was  out  of  prnportion  ' 
ilimen»iun»  in  other  parts.  It  aJwa^  spcmei 
no  one  could  do  anything'  to  {ilense  him,  av 
individual ;  and  Ms  performances  were  nted 
most  exorbitutt  value.  Nay,  tho  o^nnion  a 
ftvoured  personage  he  egtimated  so  highl^^ 
there  always  lay  an  appeal  to  liim  from  the 
as  well  an  from  every  other  authority ;  bimI 
sometimes  truly  laiigLable  to  obEerve  the  ' 
which  he  attached  to  a  single  scnience  or  ■ 
£rnm  one  witli  wliom  he  was  ever  so  eatinly 
fied.  On  a  certain  trial  he  had  occasion  to  on 
som*  recent  victoriw  of  Lord  Wellington^ 
in  tha  F«nin«uU,  and  bad  named  three  faoltM 
ptoiw  not  voy  lavish,  becaiue  every  * 
deemed  of  inestimable  viilue,  but  had 
BusBco  1  he  correctL-d  liimself  very  o^tenb 
ami  went  back  to  Include  thai  fight,  with  I 
iag  mnnifeat  tu  all  who  heard  him,  that  i 
iirepuable,  possibly  Iktal  injiny  would  be 
tbe  troops,  had  the  niomentary  omif«ion 
not  been  Buppli<^.  When  he  cnmc  4m< 
I  of  the  law,  whether  in  his  own 
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puisDt  Judge,  1m  i  ogaled  the  ]^ace  axid 
iMdttB  to  tkeddcf  of  thewliole;  and  wlien 
nuMkifiwtCUefBft  and  eAerwaTds  Chief 
ly  thtve  were  no  boi  to  hia  eootempt  for 
(qpinioiis  of  all  hk  bn  len,  although  it  is 
loniable  fiiet  tiist  he  wbb  not  nearlj  to  much 
luahed  for  theaoundneBSof  hisopi^Dsnpon 
Boh  as  he  had  been  for  the  excelleooe  of  his 
ents  at  the  bar.  In  trials  at  NUi  PriuM  he 
stingttished  for  the  little  and  peevish  temper 
predominated  in  him,  often  to  the  seeming 
of  his  judgment,  almost  always  to  the  detri- 
if  liis  judioial  powen ;  and  so  absolutely  was 
rsuaded  of  his  own  nniTenal  oapacity,  and 
iversal  unfitness  of  others,  that  it  was  no  un- 
on.  thing  for  him  to  ask,  somewhat  roughly, 
sounseFs  brief,  that  he  might  see  what  was 
ed  to  be  stated;  then  lecture  the  attorney 
lad  prepared  it;  soon  after  the  witnesses; 
)wn  to  the  ofiieers  of  the  court,  whose  func- 
vf  keeping  silence  and  order  he  would  occa- 
ly  himself  undertake  to  peifonn.  So  that  it 
ot  an  uncommon  remark  that  the  learned 
Justice  was  performing  at  once,  in  his  own 
I,  the  offices  of  judge  and  jury,  counsel  for 
)arties,  attorneys  for  both,  witnesses  on  both 
and  crier  of  the  court.  To  the  same  con* 
spirit  was  owing  his  much  graver  ofience  of 


jding  rash  opinions  upon  biancbe* 
ft  which  tlie  previous  habits  of  hisUi 
ight  him  very  fatniliarl}'  acquainUc 
of  fonaing  hasly  Juilgiueiila  upon  nutte 
he  was  more  accustomtxl.  Certaio  it  is 
itere  decisions,  both  of  his  own  ut  Xiet 
tflerwards  of  the  Court  in  Boiic,  whi 
iisted  ID  forcing  upon  hid  brethren,  am 
little  credit  (o  any  of  the  parties  ec 

The  survey  which  baa  just  been  tal 
eminent  counsellor  does  not  shaw  hji 
the  liighest  phices  in  his  profession  ;  aj 
follow  him  into  the  House  of  Conunoos 
off  is  very  great  iodeed.  There  he  lo 
place  at  all ;  and  feeling  his  nullity,  tl 
place  to  which  he  was  with  more  viaibh 
dragged  by  the  power  that  office  gives 
meol  over  its  lawyers.  He  could  on 
hearing  upon  legal  questions,  and  those 
not  with  such  felicity  or  force  as  r«p 
Icntion  of  the  lisiener.  He  eeldoto 
more  than  to  go  (Itrough  the  refereuot 
act  of  parlianient  to  another;  and  tboi 
doing  only  a  mechanicaJ  work,  he  gsv 
senteuce  as  if  be  Iiad  been  coosulted 
like  an  oracle,  and  looked  and  spoke 
oiling  a  section  he  was  making  a  discov> 
Ur.  Ferceval  was  shot,  his  nerves,  & 
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Hknty  Mdi       f  I       <  i  him ;  and  he 

^ioeiided  from  the  it  of  Attorney-General 

I  that  of  a  Puisne  Juc  in  the  Common  Pleat. 
Of  hit  poUtieal  pn  .oee,  which  were  quite 
Memnt  and  quite  ai  ere,  mention  hat  already 
Mn  made.  To  the  oaute  of  reform,  in  all  thapea 
ii  under  what  name  toeyer,  he  wat  the  bitter 
MMj.     TVmaidt  all  who  i  d  in  free  dit- 

hMJon,  whether  of  mo  »r  of  d       he  wat  an 

agteoable  advenary.  T  P  therefore,  en- 
l||ed  a  large  thaiB  of  hit  ditlike ;  and  under  the 
iiriUiied  influence  of  ezatperation  and  alarm  he 
hd  to  many  ex  officio  informationt  in  a  few 
Hnthty  that  no  two  atlomey-generalt  ever  in  a 
tog  courte  of  years  loaded  the  files  of  the  court 
ith  as  many.  It  was  his  truly  painful  fortune 
lat,  at  most  of  these  regarded  the  attacks  on  the 
Nike  of  York,  he  was  compelled  soon  to  withdraw 
bem  all ;  while  in  several  of  the  others  he  wat 
efeated ;  and  partly  by  his  excessive  use  of  the 
ower,  partly  by  his  failure  in  the  exercise  of  it, 
b  had  the  ag^ny,  to  hiin  most  excruciating,  of 
fring  signally  defeated  in  hit  attemptt  to  crunh 
la  press,  and  of  causing  all  the  discussions  of 
k  ex  officio  power  which  first  brought  it  into 
hired  and  then  into  disuse. 
^Thit  it  that  successful  barrister,  that  skilful 
Mai  pleader,  that  acute  lawyer  on  common. 
Mnta,  that  dexterous  and  expert  practitioner,  (for 


r  TIMS  or 


m. 


all  this  he  was,  aa  certainly  ns    lie  was 
minded    man) — this   »    he  whom    the    mm    i 
■-  contemn  Lord  Erskint^,  and  look  down  itpon  I 
lUansfleld,  anil  woald  fain,  if  they  durst,  ratM  U 
a  agninst  Sir  Samiiul  RomiUy,  I 
t  the  pattern  of  an  English  lawyer. 


ii 


soLMmnm  gsaht. 


^/L^mmm 


mmnr-MbdeA  kiiTit  wfatM  nv  ]i«««  Utm- 

ngf  we  l«ni  to  tiM  «tf  ki»  iur  mow  Mkh* 

eratonpMMry,  8br  Winkm  OimiV  v«  slHdl 

ilk  sMie  warlrtid  vmnMmmem,  chieAf  in 

a  opnwiit  md  tiaggtwiitd  iwicf  cfcMigi^ 

iMurikwl  diTiMify  kk-mik  aba  mnm  iufMmH 

m  of  o]»i*etar,  wMlMr  ktoiiucitwlor  mwriL 

»▼»  DOW  mned  in  mne  mpioii  Hm  mmit 

m^anarj  isiUi^dual  of  his  time-^ne  oertaiiily 

wkom  none  errcr  better  sustained  the  jadicial 

^  though  its  fancdons  wem  adminiaitered  by 

vfon  a  somewhat  contiacted  seale — one  than 

■  none  ever  descended  from  the  Ibnun  into  the 

ke  with  more  extraemiinary  powen  of  argn- 

ation,  or  flourished  there  with  greater  rtnowa. 

fpenod  to  this  great  j«dge  to  harre  beeft  for 

r  years  a4  the  bur  with  a  very  iMderate  irfiaie 

■etice ;  and  althoo^  his  patlkiiientaiy  exer- 

aerer  tore  hioft  away  horn  his  profession,  yet 

abbe  character  rested  enUi^  i^ion  their  sac- 

mil  he  was  raised  to  the  bench. 

m  gmdm  of  the  maa  then  shone  Iforth  with 


I  Nitraonliniiry  liutre.  His  knowledge  of  Uw, 
had  h:th«rto  been  meanly  and  nnver  rniloi 
practice,  was  now  cxpontleU  ti)  wliattiver  liia 
might  seem  requlreit  for  performing  liis  high 
nor  was  he  ever  remarked  ae  at  all  deflalM 
I  In  ihe  branch  most  difficult  to  master  vrith 
rensic  habits,  tlie  accomplisiinienbi  of  a  coM-ti 
vhile  his  familiarity  with  the  priiieiplei  « 
prudcnoe  and  hia  knowledge  of  their  fbun 
were  ample  aa  his  application  of  them  waa  M 
masterly.  The  Kolls  Court,  however,  in  thoa 
I  traa  one  of  comparatively  contracted  biuiiUM 
I  altliuugh  he  gave  the  most  entim  satii&otlon' 
\  Bud  lu  predding  at  the  Privy  Guuuofl  in  Pd 
Plantation  AppeoU,  a  doubt  was  alwayi  nl 
the  ttdmirers  of  Lord  Eldon,  whether  Sir  V 
Grant  could  havr  as  well  answered  the  lar| 
uuuKts  upon  his  jiitliciul  rMoiirceji,  hod  he  p 
in  Ihe  Court  of  Chiuieor)-.  That  doubt  • 
altogether  unfounded.  He  possessed  the  fin 
quality  for  dispatching  business  (tlie  **  ri 
iiol  "  offfcird  diapalrh  "  of  Lord  liacon),  a 
of  ateadlly  fixing  his  attention  upon  the 
Iwfiire  him,  and  keeping  it  invariably  i 
towards  the  successive  arguments  addressed  I 
The  («rtainty  that  nut  a  word  was  lost  d 
advuoale  of  all  excuse  for  repetition  i  wl 
respect  which  hi*  judge  inspired  clieoked  i 
k  jvollxiiy,  and  detemxl  hira  fhim  rui^ngdi 


pilf  .m  kft¥t  ttffi  floviiid  donm  bj  a 
•I  Mf«n  M  it  nas  pittat  Hit  M  aol 
ft  anmlMiid  uqr  itttwwipHon  ilmf  wu 
Mver  pMliMd  in  tiratt  dip  it  tli»  Bolb 
loelvit}  but  wUh  tiM  jirigi  al  ^mkm 
yrvd,  ft  mM  pliia  tlwl  tlMNi|^  Ui  powm 
inoe  hid  no  Umiti,  Us  poven  of  dlmint 
nro  OTor  ooUto  ii  Us  itlintfa»  wot  tm 
ad  ii  it  required  an  ominonl  hnidiliood  to 
10  eoin  before  ao  eemtiniiing  on  «j%  oc 
l^t  money  to  be  wdgbod  in  meh  iooanlo 
Sir  William  Gxant'a ;  ao  ftw  nan  YWbnad 
be  a  pitienoe  wUoli  yet  ill  loMV  to  bo 
ad.  It  may,  indeed,  bo  fldilj  doobtod 
the  main  force  of  muaoular  exertion,  ao 
>re  clumsily  applied  by  Sir  John  Leach  in 
)  court  to  efibct  the  great  object  of  liia 
the  close  compreaaion  of  the  debate— ever 
d  ao  well,  or  reduced  the  maaa  to  as  small 
•  the  delicate  hydraulic  preaa  of  his  iUua- 
redecessor  did,  without  giving  the  leaat 
the  advocate,  or  in  any  one  instance 
ng  the  course  of  calm,  delibemte,  and 
d  justice. 

ourt  in  those  days  preaented  a  apeotaole 
fibrded  true  delight  to  every  person  of 
dgment  and  pure  taate.  After  a  long  and 
aring— ^  hearing  of  all  that  could  be  urged 
counsel  of  every  party--unbroken  by  a 


I 


single  word,  and  when  the  spectatnr  of  Sir 
Grant  (for  he  mts  tiot  heard)  might  mtpp 
his  mind  bad  been  absent  fruni  a  aeeae  m  1 
took  no  apparent  share,  the  drtiiit«  was  eldi 
advocute'E  buur  wac  passed — tlie  parties 
nlent  aqtectatJon  of  the  event — tha  hedl  n 
rCbomidod  with  any  voice— it  Hsemed  aa  if  t 
of  ibe  day,  for  the  present,  was  over,  asA  tl 
vrae  to  adjourn  or  to  call  for  anotber  ewui 
The  judge's  time  liad  now  arrived,  and 
artist  was  to  fill  the  sceoe.  The  great  M 
began  to  pronounce  his  judgmeat,  aud  « 
and  erery  ear  was  at  ie»u;lii  fixed  upon  th 
Forth  came  a  strain  of  clear  unbruk«B 
disponng  alike,  iu  must  luminuiu  order,  « 
facto  aad  of  all  the  argitiiienta  in  Ihv 
vedueing  into  clear  and  simple 
■nest  entangled  masses  of  l>rokeD  anil 
statement ;  weighing  each  matt«r.  and  dbf 
each  in  suocemion  ;  settling  one  doubt  hf 
thetical  remark ;  passing  over  anotber  dtt 
a  reason  only  more  decisive  that  it  was  coi 
and  giving  out  the  whole  uupression  of  I 
ia  every  material  view,  upon  the  jndga'e  wa 
aiguimtn  enough  to  show  why  be  so 
ta  pr*v«  him  right,  and  wittiout  so  mt 
aa  to  make  you  forget  that  it  was  a 
were  hearing,  by  uversteppingr  the 
lUatinguish  a  Judgment  Crom  a 


•■i:-'"-  .■■ 


r    m 

*r  wImiI  Am  »%ktter 
%i  till-  own  pawn  i  aot  dkBhinkig 
iMt  «iMe<if  Ite 

oHHtaw*    71ik  BoAettoB  4£  aadiciil  <!•- 

Sir  mHvn  4Sftat  attafaMd,  ml  te  «tet 

I'd  UsIflMn  WM  as  ^trtiin  aai'M  poMerfUtt 

fSHRIV  IfVv  ■KXNIiinBUNB  MM^niMiL 

fafWMffiarmmt  he  1i  unqMBtknably  to  be  olaised 
Hi  epeakem  of  the  fifet  order.  His  style  was 
waSSmr ;  it  was  that  of  the  elosast  mad  severest 
Mwniiig  ever  heard  in  any  popular  assembly: 
aawnbg  nrfaioh  would  hove  been  reokooed  etk)ee 
a  the  aif^umentation  of  the  bar  or  the  dialectics  of 
fm  sehook.  It  was,  ftom  ^e  fiist  to  the  last, 
hoogfaout,  pure  reason  and  the  triumph  of  pure 
URm.  All  was  sterling,  all  pcribe%  plam.;  there 
^  no  point  in  the  diction,  no  ifiuafcration  in  the 
spies,  no  ornament  of  iancy  in  the  accompanineBts. 
ke  language  was  choice-<-ped<9etiy  clear,  abun- 
iMly  correct,  quite  concise,  admirably  suited  to 
IS  natter  which  the  words  clothed  and  convegwd. 
I  so  fiir  it  was  fUidtoas,  no  ftrther  j  uor  4id  it 
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ever  leave  behind  it  any  impressioD  of  the 
bat  only  of  the  things  said ;  the  vorda  « 
gotteo,  for  the;  had  never  drawn  off  the  k1 
for  a  moment  from  tlie  tilings ;  those  thin 
alone  remembered.  Ko  speaker  was  mors 
lutened  to  ;  none  so  difficult  to  answer, 
Mr.  Foi,  when  he  was  hearing  him  witb 
to  mating  that  attempt,  was  irritated  in 
veiy  tmwonted  to  his  sweet  temper  bf  ti 
venation  of  some  near  him,  even  to  tlw 
some  crossnesa,  and  (after  ao  exclamatioa) 
said,  *'  Do  you  think  it  so  very  pleasant  a  t 
have  to  answer  a  speech  like  that  ?"  1 
memorable  occasions  on  which  this  greai  i 
was  observed  to  be  most  injured  by  «  rqil 
in  that  of  Mr.  Wiiberforce  quodng  din 
rtmarks  on  the  conduct  uf  the  jiulgea  in  tl 
Money  Case,  when  Sir  William  Grant  fa«| 
t^en  to  defend  his  fiiend  Lord  MelviOa 
that  of  Lord  Lansdowne  (then  Lord  Hony 
three  years  later,  when  the  legality  of  thfl 
Orders  in  Council  was  debated-  Here,  li 
the  speech  was  made  on  one  day,  and  tlie 
able  and  triumphant  as  it  was,  fbllomd 

It  may  safely  be  said  that  a  long  time  wil 

before  there  shall  arise  siich  a  tight  to  ill 

either  the  Senate  or  the  Bench,  u  tba  i 

I  panDD  wbow  tare  excelleuce  we  lULva  Ja 


L.:-t.iti«i;mUHMJ»«M««,.  Ill 

nhwnmneCf  no  dflchnMition^  no  wit }  bat 
»  WM  tta  Ii%liei^  and  in.  tiitt  Ii%hiil 

•  plane  vnt  kfij.     Thn  nwlnniiiHlIm 

•  addraaed  bj  the  undoatanding^  the 
that  difitiagaish  our  natuzn  v»a  thoM 
nh.  the  oatecy,  of  Sir  WiUint  Gsaat 
ita  control*  B3»  aingr  <^  w  ^  lational 
lectual  pertioa  of  minkind  vne.  that.oC.e» 
rcffful  zeaion^  a.  more  vigfMBoaa^  intelUcI 
ra ;  a  sway  which  no  nan  hed  diHe  Sm 
lamad  of  admitting,  becaute  the  irietoix 
by  saperior  force  of  aiguneoti  a  swaj^ 
i  most  dignified  and  exalted  genius  might 
lOut  stooping  from  its  highest  pinnacle, 
i  some  who  might  not  deign  to  use  inferior 
rsuasion  could  find  no  oLyection  whatever 

e. 

I   this  purely  intellectual  picture  there 
)  be  noted  a  discrepancy,  a  want  of  keep- 
^thing  more  than  a  shade.     The  corn- 
intellect,  the  close  reasoner,  who  could 
r  otlier  men's  understanding  by  the  supe- 
of  his  own,  was  the  slave  of  his  own  pre- 
such  an  extent,  that  he  could  see  only  the 
•evolution  m  anv  reformation  of  our  insti- 
ind  never  conceived  it  possible  that  the 
could  be  safe,  or  that  anarchy  could  be 

I 


vanlerl  off,  unless  all  things  were  mointainec 

I   the  same  footing  on  whicii  iliey 

'  niu-nli^hteni-d,  aud  inex|)erienced  ages  of  the 

'    The  signal  blunder,  which  Bacon  long  ago  C 

of  cunfouuding  the  youth  with  the  age  of  the  i 

s  never  eoniinitted  by  any  one  mc 

I  than  by  this  great  rea^oner.     He  it  i 

I  employed  the  well-known  phrase  of  ' 

)ur  ancestors ;"  and  the  menaced  ii 

stop  which  be  applied  it,  was  tlie  propood 

Samuel  Gomilly  to  take  the  step  of  reform 

imperceptibly  small,  of  subjecting  men's  i 

p«rty  to  the  payment  of  all  their  debts. 

fbrce  of  early  prejudice  ;  of  prejudice  snJ 

warp  tli«  intetlcK^t  while  yet  feeble  and  uninl 

which  owed  its  origin  to  the  very  errt 

IxxJied  in  its  conclusions,  the  making  tl 

mankind  in   their  ignorant  and  ine 

«  the  guide  of  their  conduct  at  their 

'    age,  and  appealing  to  those  exr 

of  past  limes,  when  they  were  the  unripe  I 

inipetfecl  iutellectOal  culture  I 
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eontnwt  which  Lcn 
PMT  tehool  of  lawyar , 
^•Qt  of  its  order,  tl  i 
•  M  repretenting  t 
m  we  wei^e  ccmduciedy  by  y 
■oefaitioDy  M  it  wer  of  c 
lodel  of  a  jperfect  jud  in  Sir  J  i  Grant, 
time  that  we  now  return  to  the  g^oup  of 
men  collected  round  Lord  North.  His  sup- 
art  being  chiefly  lawyers,  we  were  obliged  to 
B  our  incursion  into  Westminster  Hall.  When 
torn  to  his  opponents,  we  emerge  from  the 
led  obscurity  of  the  black  letter  precincts  to 
more  cheerful,  though  nof  less  contentious, 
OS  of  political  men ;  and  the  first  figure  which 
cts  the  eye  is  the  grand  form  of  Edmund 
e. 

)w  much  soever  men  may  difier  as  to  the 
Iness  of  Mr.  Burke's  doctrines  or  the  purity 
8  public  conduct,  there  can  be  no  hesitation 
oording  to  him  a  station  among  the  most  ex« 

i2 


traordinary  persons  that  have  ever  appetiwd 

is  tLcTE  now  any  diversity  of  opinion   ns  I 

place  which  it   is  fit   lo  assign   him.     He  1 

writer   of  the  first  class,  and  excelled  in  ■ 

every  Liod  of  prose  compasition.      PosoM 

most  extensive  knowledge,  and  of  the  moM  « 

dexcriplion ;  acquainted  alike  with  what  d 

classes  of  men  knew,  each  in  liis  onii  [ 

with  much  that  hardly  any   one  ere! 

learning ;  he  oould  cither  bring  his  i 

fortDation    to    bear  directly  u|x>n  the  mbju 

which  they  severally  belonged — or  he  eouH 

I  him^lf  of  ibem  generally  to  strei^tfaen  lifa 

I    tie*  iLnd  eului^  his  views — or  he  could  In 

I    portion  ot  them  to   accouni    for  iJie  j 

I    illiistiBting    his    theme   or   enriching   hia   d 

I   Hence,  when  he  is  handling  any  one  matl 

I  perceive  thut  we  are  conversing  with  a  r^a 

I   s  teacher,  to  whnm  almost  erery  other  bni 

I    knowledge  b  Guniliar.     His  viewa  nnge  a 

t    the  cogiiate  subjects ;    his  reasonings  are  i 

from  principles  applicable  lo  other  tnatleis 

OS  llie  one  in  hand  ;  arguments  pour  in  fl 

Ma,  as  well  aa  tlioee  which  start  np  nwl 

fevt,  the  natural  growth  uf  tlit?  ]ialli  he  b  ] 

m  (ivcET  ^  while  to  throw  light  round  our  ita 

I     elUier  esplops  its  darker  places  or  serve  i 

I    ncreetion,  illustrations  are  fetehed  fhnam  th 

I    qnKrlers;  and  an  imagination  nnrvello 


* 
* 


STATESMEN  OF  TIME  OF  GEOSI 

that  conduce  to  it— ardour  of  purpose,  m 
rising  into  violence — vivid,  but  too  lusumnt 
• — bold,  frequently  extravagant,  couceptioi 
&cult;  of  shedding  aver  mere  inaDimate  s 
the  light  imparted  bj  moral  afisociatioiu. 
dulges  in  bitter  invectite,  mingled  with  pd 
trit,  but  descending  often  to  abuse  and  evea 
rility  J  he  is  apt  moreover  to  carry  a 
lar,  as  well  as  to  strain  the  application  of  I 
eiple;  to  slay  the  slain,  or,  dangerously  I 
purpose,  to  mingle  the  reader's  cunlempt  WttI 
As  in  the  various  kinds  of  writing,  so  in  I 
ferent  styles,  he  had  an  almost  universal  exce 
one  only  being  deficient — the  plain  and  uiuu 
Not  but  that  he  could,  in  unfolding  ft  docU 
pursuing  a  narrative,  write  for  a  little  ' 
mitable  ^mplicity  and  propriety  ;  only  be 
notsustain  this  self-denial ;  his  brilliant inug] 
and  well-stored  memory  soon  broke  t 
restraint.  But  in  all  other  stj-les,  passages  « 
end  occur  of  the  highest  order — epigram — 
— metaphor  in  profusion,  chequered  With  1 
daclic  and  sober  diction.  Nor  are  his  pnre^ 
Fative  passages  Ihe  finest  even  as  figured  m 
he  is  best  when  the  metaphor  is  subdued,  b 
it  wer«  with  plainer  matter  to  flavour  it,  m 
not  by  itself,  and  for  it«  own  sake,  but  giviiq 
more  useful  instrument,  made  of  mora  o 
material ;  or  at  the  most,  flung  off  by  Um  1 
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f  like  qMurka  fiom  a  ^orkli^  engiiM^ 
IfB  for  mere  ditpky.  Speaking  of  the 
Uie  <  Declaration  of  Bight,'  he  oaUs 
)  whose  penetrating  style  hat  engraved 
lances  and  in  our  hearts  the  words  and 
t  immortal  law."  *  So,  discoursing  of 
18  of  natural  magnitude  by  artiiSoe  and 
rue  artist  should  put  a  generous  deceit 
ators,  and  effect  the  noblest  designs  by 
is/'f     ^^When  pleasure  is  over  we 

indifference,  or  rather  we  &11  into,  a 
lity,  whidh  is  tinged  with  the  agreeable 
he  former  sensation."  { — ^^  Every  age 
manners,  and  its  politics  dependent  on 
the  same  attempts  will  not  be  made 
)nstitution  fully  formed  and  matured, 
ed  to  destroy  it  in  the  cradle,  or  resist 
luring  its  infancy."  § — "  Faction  will 
!S  resound  through  the  nation,  as  if  the 
in  an  uproar."  ||  In  works  of  a  serious 
1  the  affairs  of  real  life,  as  political 
ind  orations,  figurative  style  should 
go  beyond  this.    But  strict  and  close 

simile  may  be  allowed,  provided  it 

s  on  the  French  Revolotion. 

nd  Beaatifnl,  II.  §  10. 

3. 

on  the  Causes  of  the  Present  Disoonleiila 


^^       MrnanieDt 


8TATESMSK  OF  TIME  OF  OKOM 


e  most  sparingly  u^ed,  and  Duver  devute  fin 
Baubject  matfer,  so  is  to  make  that  dUsppnr' 
ornaiiieDt.     "  The  judgment  is  for  the 
employed  in  throwing  stumbling-blocks  in 
■         of  tbe  imajii^uatioD  (says  Mr.  Unrke),  in  du 
^^B  the  scenes  of  its  en  chain  tm^nt,  and  in  tjing  ns 
^^B''to  tbe  disagreeable  yoke  of  oar  reason."  • 
^^B  lere  at  once  expressed   Itguratively    the   p 
^^HSre  are  laying  down,  and  illustrated  onr 
^^B*by  tLe  temperance  of  his  metaphors,  vUeh, 
^^V*iiiixed,  do  not  offend,  because  they  come 
^^^    mere  figurative  langn&ge  that  they  may  be  n 
like  the  last  set  of  examples,  rather  as  fotnc 
pressiou  Ihan  tropes.      "  A  great  deal  of  tlw 
lure  of  ancient  tyranny  is  worn  to  r^s;  the' 
entirety  out  of  feshion,"  f — ^  most  apt  tilt 
of  his  important  position,  thnt  we  ought  to 
jealous   of   little  eitcroachmenU,   nov 
sources  of  dan^r,  as  our  ancestors  were  «t 
Money'   and  the  'Forest  Lews.'     "A  ^ptt 
men  (speaking  of  one  constant  and  baneCl! 
of  grievances),  to  whom  a  slate  of  older  wot 
come  a  seutence  of  obscurity,  are  nonrlabtd 
s  magnitude  by  the  heat  of  iiiteoti 
'  turbances;  antl  it  is  no  wonder  iliat,  bj  & 
f  nnister  piety,  they  cherish,  m  rctvrn,  AoM 


in  iht  Caiiwa  of  lie  Prespo 


W^kmm  not  ^Mgnuotf  te  £agl»h  Chmeh 
Mlegyid  nligieB  te  obwmre  nmni- 
ar  tmAi'^fSkgm-^lXo  I  m  will  have  Imot 
her  uiiUNii  itOBt  iar  ocrarte  and  pariia- 
i^t  Bol  if  tlkaa  aftoold  Mtm. 8o tenqieiate 
lindljte  W  flipamta  igtt«e%  tlK^  celdiiatod  com- 
■rinn  <if  tli&QpeaB  of  FaoDMy  tiioagh  going  to 
ib.Yifgeof  tbafteftjfdbyfiardlfpatMfit  ''And 
Mpi^y  Maver  Sg^idd  os  dda  oribr,  winch  she  haidl j- 
HMd  t»  toodit  a  moio  deHghdblTlBMii.  I  saw 
IKJait  above  the  horiM^n,  doonraAiBg  and  cheering 
wdomted  ifdiave  ihe  jiBt  began  to  aove  in-— 
Itteriag  htm  the  BMining  etar^  llill  of  life  and 
iendonrandjoy/'t 

All  his  writings,  but  especially  his  later  ones, 
Mund  in  examples  of  the  abuse  of  this  style,  in 
lUeh,  unlike  those  we  have  been  dwelling  upon 
Mk  anmixed  admiration,  the  subject  is  lost  sight 
^,  and  the  figpure  usurps  its  place,,  almost  as  much 
s  in  Homer's  longer  similes,  and  is  oftentimes  pup- 
■ed  not  merdy  with  extravagance  and  violence^ 
•t  into  details  that  ofiend  by  their  coarseness, 
■  wM  as  their  forced  connexion  with  the  matter 
I  qaestion.  The  comparison  of  a  noble  adversary 
S  the  whale,  in  wiiich  the  grantee  of  the  crown  is 

*  Thcoghts  on  the  Causes  of  the  Present  Discontents. 
t  Beflections  on  the  French  Bevdution.  X  Ibid. 
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nltogrtlipr  forgotten,  mid  the  flub  aloua  r 
one  Ki.>j.mtilican  riiltirtoacAiinibal  inhisdeiir 
tie  pniiild  liim  as  having  actually  doTOurad  i 
and  sutfpring  from  indij^sticii ;  uf  another,  t 
tailer  of  dressw,  in  which  character  the  u 
oonslitutiotis  ia  forgxttten  in  ttiat  of  niilllo 
are  instances  too  well  known  to  be  furUiOT 
upon  ;  anil  they  were  Uie  pnatuce 
dticity  of  youth,"  but  of  the  lait  yean  uf  b 
It  must,  however,  be  confl»»ed,  that  he 
t3me«  somewhat  opt  to  betmy  wiint  JohnM 
putes  III  8wif),  n  pronenera  tu  "  nrvolvo  k 
which  oilier  miiids  sLrink  with  disgust" 
li6  must  bo  allowed  to  have  often  niislakeii  v: 
and  grossitOM  for  vigour.  "  The  anodyne  i 
of  oblivion,  thus  dniggetl,  is  wrll  cAlculoIed  { 
wrre  a  galling  wakefulae«s,  and  to  feed  tbtt 
u]c«r  of  n  corroding  memory.  Thus  to  a 
the  optiiie  potion  of  animosity,  powdered  « 
the  inirredicnts  of  scorn  and  rontempt," 
"  They  are  not  repelird,  through  a  fiictidiail 
racy  at  the  stench  of  llicir  arro^nce  and  p 
lion,  from  a  medicjiial  attention  to  their 
blotchcM  and  running  uires."  t — "  ThoM  '■ 
which,  when  fiUI  of  life  and  beaiily,  Uy  i 
arniK,  and  were  their  joy  and  comfort,  wlii 
and  putrid  became  but  the  more  loaihaonu 

■  Beflrctiam  on  the  Fn^ncti  ltvTi>]utiOD. 


i  *  •-«  The 

VlfSm*  y^fMmi  J  it  ,  are 

'  Iw^.upoa  tl       Bl'       jod  f<         to  gan- 
»,  to  death  ;<  aac  i  of  what  was  but  just 

deligfat  of  tl    DoreatioDy  there  will  be  cast 
jntib  the  %)e  of  the       a  bloa       putrid,  poisome 
jj|ms8|fiillofsteiieh        p       i,      offence,  a  hor- 
ynri  a  lessoa  to  tibe  wor     ''f    S    le  passages  are 
"nlflt  to  be  eited,  «     could  not  now  be  tolerated 
sifther  house  of  pai  Uament,  for  the  indecency  of 
Uusioos— as  in  tibe  R^gpency  debates,  and  the 
upon  lawyers  on  the  Impeachment  Continua- 
But  the  finest  of  his  speeches,  which  we  have 
quoted  from,  though  it  does  not  go  so  far  from 
propriety,  fidls  not  much  within  its  bounds.    Of 
Hr.  Dundas  he  says,  "  With  six  great  chopping 
bastards  (^Reports  of  Secret  Committee) ^  each  as 
hsty  as  an  infant  Hercules,  this  delicate  creature 
blushes  at  the  sight  of  his  new  bridegroom,  assumes 
a  yirgin  delicacy ;  or,  to  use  a  more  fit,  as  well  as 
a  more  poetical  comparison,  the  person  so  squea- 
mish, so   timid,   so  trembling  lest  the   winds  of 
heaven  should  visit  too  roughly,  is  expanded  to 
broad  sunshine,  exposed  like  the  sow  of  imperial 
augury,  lying  in  the  mud  with  all  the  prodigies  of 
her  fertility  about  her,  as  evidence  of  her  delicate 


amour." 


*  Thonghti  OD  the  Cftmef  of  the  Present  Diaoontentf. 
f  Speech  on  the  Nabob  of  i^root'i  Debts. 


It  LH  another  characteristir.  «f  rti»  gnml  1 

tiiBt  Ilie  unlimited  pbuudaiiM  of  hiii  Klarea 

tdm  proflue  in  their  espetiditiire.     Never  ts 

e  view  of  a  nubjeet,  or  one  imuinffl  uf 

^Sng  ■<•  be  fur  the  mnst  pari  luvinlica  his  vrbt 

Kircea  upon  tlie  discuwiion  of  each  point.    Ii 

IDverny  thio  ia  emphatically   the  aau.     Ii 

tothing  it  more  re<narkBl>l(!  tluui  the 

whirh  hv  makat  Lis  upproache«  to 
^Jntlon  he  would  ninater.  After  reconnoHrin 
l^'irilb  skill  and  boldnem,  if  not  with  pfnfeet  ■ 
,  htr  innDcFuvrefl  with  infinite  adilrcw,  inl 
a  most  imposing  torcti  of  general  princil 
luitered  from  all  parts,  and  pu)nt«(l,  aoiMI 
Wolcntly  enough,  inoucdlreclion.  He  now  m 
on  with  the  compmed  utr,  the  eren,  dIgnUUd 
of  the  hutorian  ;  and  iinfoliln  hin  ikeia  in  *  n 
live  M)  ea«v,  and  iTfrt  en  corrrct,  that  jtni  pb 
fl  he  wanted  on);:  lh(;  ilismixul  uf  otlMr 
1  liare  rirallMl  Li»y  or  Hume.  Bid  : 
a  advance  [a  interrupted,  and  )■«  atopa  lo  dll 
b  powers  of  dewription,  whitn  the  boldmn  a 
L  it  only  matched  Viy  iha  brillianojr  ol 
Mwinng.  He  then  ikirmisheH  for  a  apaBCi, 
I  motion  all  tbi<  lighttr  nnns  of  wit  i  m 
»  nut  uiiminglinl  with  drollrrry,  RomMJiMa 
in^  upuQ  fitrce.  HU  muin  batt«ry  it 
I,  aod  a  tempeM  bnnta  fortb,  of  wnrf  wpi 
of  altaek — invective,  abuiic,  irony,  fareann,  d 


i  *»i  ■Mmtyi  dliiii»  tnotelta,  Mib, 
■mMmml  TlMlMirftrtUlifyofpimii- 
QMitfoR  ftid  ihs  Mnfliflt  of  OI016  iiniiiflit 
I  wsnikifi  btkat  iUi  <he  flvifaoo  if  att 
mMs  MiiidN  It  oftiitinii  atekio  Ar 
if  of  trua  ^loquwiea  t  Km  mwter^f  kb 
m  dlMnwta,  fUMi  tto  Yirkty  of  bis  jnb- 
loyv  the  adhrwMrjr ;  a  pulo  tppandsy  awl 
•  Uf  pointi  M  if  be  bad  aelMlly  Made'S 
lie  breaebi  vdr  ft  it  dfaceveaed  till  aAir 
ca and  eonfUoD  laeirer,  thit  Iba  citadel 
BtttmiGhed.  ^ 

one  of  Mr.  Barbe't  vorbe  thalia  of  aay 
lae  oreeeate.  thetiflb  in  dMhaanl  dacfaai* 
turaa  to  the  riew ;  from  the  mott  oliaate 
lerate,  hit  <  Tbougfhta  on  the  Ditooutentf  / 
lajt  fuulticifi  and  levere;  hit  rieher  and 
Date  uri  well  bm  vehement  tracts  upon  le- 
iry  politics ;  hi*  letters  on  the  <  liegicide 
,nd  *  Defence  of  his  Pension/  His  speeofaes 
not  at  all  from  his  pamphlets ;  these  are 
i|M)eche«,  or  those  are  spoken  dissertatioaH^ 
9  as  any  one  is  OTernitudious  of  method  and 
i  in  a  book,  or  of  ease  and  aature  in  an 

rinoipal  defbets  here  hinted  at  are  a  serieus 
HI  from  merit  of  the  highest  order  in  both 
^  ootup<jsition.  But  in  his  spoken  elo- 
tlie  failure  which  it  is  known  attended  Urn 


fir  a  Krmt  part  nf  )>!■  IVrlinriuHiUry  lift  i 
be  Mplaiiml  by  tl>*  iiiiith  nliMiii(;e  at  whU  ■ 
Wintiv)  t')  miiijil  tfic  grtwUvt  oforalon. 
ha  wna  ilnHciKiit  in  jiirlginont ;  li*  rtigknlod 
dvKTMi  nf  inlfrett  felt  by  liU  auiiitnice  In  th 
wlildi  (l(«ply  DrciipicH  liimxiir;  aiid  wIcIm 
whra  liu  hiul  Mill  cnnugh  on  tlioae  wliioh 
tliom  M  well  u  him.  Iltt  wiu  adniirn)>l«  III 
■llloit  1  In  iriitli,  ha  iloll|rl>t«(J  to  gi' 
liolli  wljini  iiiiinkhiK  ""I  rnnviWnn;,  nml  In 
vra*  iinrivulluil.  Quit  in  tKntenliu 
dtu'endo  editarrenil'ii/ue  luUiHor  t  Mr,  l'( 
woll  kvow,  without  o  (Uimpllmont,  tbaH 
iMrnt  mora  fnim  him  ulonn  tliaii  front  i 
llHin  ntirl  niitlicin.  lint  if  any  ucia  thln^  ii 
Iiy  nnvaryiiiK  tixiiKrlenou  uf  iinpulor  ui 
U,  that  nn  ■•xfiOloiit  dliuortiilioii  nw 
■pfKili.  Tim  ■iii'iikin'  u  iii>t  tho  only 
llvtily  unifit^tiil  Hhllira|{rtul  iiratiiin  i*[ir 
lhi>  Kiiilltfnrn  hnvti  ihslr  iiliarei  they  u 
oilod,  atirl  for  llii*  piiriHHw  ciuutoiitly 
ai  riMiiigniMtil  ]HirMiiu  <tf  tho  ilrainiL  Tbt 
omtiir  (If,  Urn  liiu  bi-aii  mIiI  uf  llie  ilidootiv  p| 
\m>  nut  a  oi>n>nidi(itiau  In  lonii*)  hw  ll  ail, 
•elfi  lliu  \\«nn-t  li  tii«n<ly  [uuiiivc 


qutuioi 


I,  hi)  K 


[|  (iMkww  to  h«  a  lijM 


thilly  diilacUe,  nnuiipl  whnn  the  vit4 
Vvolivv  i-urrlml  hlin  away,  imiJ  tiji'ii  lit)  d 
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li  OOOMIoOi  mm  fej  *  to  001 

rhaaheargiMdiUi      i»yuDl    j 
id  aeiziiig  upoo  and         (oo        hi,  i 
Uitinctionf  <<  too  I  'or, 

t,  by  a  body  of  flit        ts,]  ^ 

ilfled  with  flower  And  fhiitt  i  IJgh 
pIoMantryi  but  almoit  always  In 
one  in  these  qualities  as  weU  as  in  its  own 
•  He  had  little  power  of  hard  stringent 
I  as  has  been  already  remarked  i  and  his 
on  was  addressed  to  the  head|  as  from  the 
roceededy  learned,  iknoiflil,  ingeni(w%  but 
■iooed.  Of  him,  as  a  combatant,  we  may 
:  Aristotle  did  of  the  old  philosophers, 
compared  them  to  unskilful  boxers,  who  hit 

iarg«  of  coanencMy  or  rather  of  vulgarUy  of  lan- 
,  to  the  Mtoniihtnvnt  of  all  who  know  him,  and 
pur«)  idiomatic  KngHvh,  been  made  against  Mr. 
but  only  by  pcrHoni  unaciiuainted  with  both.  To 
nearly  be  applied  the  Ixiautifbl  iketoh  of  Craiius 
iut— Quo,  NuyN  he,  nihil  itatuo  fieri  potuiue  per- 
rat  iumnia  gravita*,  erat  cum  gratitate  Junetui, 
et  urbanltatifl  oratoriuf,  non  foumlif  lepof.  La* 
\di  accurata,  et  tine  moleitiA  dillgtof  elegantia— 
do  mira  explicatio;  cum  de  Jura  ciYill,  cum  ds 
}no  dinpuUtretur  argumentorum  et  limiUtudinum 
t  not  the  reader  reject  even  the  latter  featurei, 
inly  of  an  advocate ;  at  least  let  him  flret  read 
ham's  flpeech  on  the  Law  of  Evidenos,  In  the 
ork'f  oaie. 
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ronnd  about,  and  not  straight  funpani,and  flgb 
little  eflfeot,  tliough  tdey  may  by  chance 
daalaliardblow— OioctiToic  iiaxatiol  oy»f 
(nxauo'i.  KQ(  yap  itciroi  Trcpififiov/iGivi  t 
irsXXanc  KoXa;  nXX'  our  tjtluoi  ax"  or«rr 
{Melajihya  )  * 

Ciceru  lias  somewhere  ciillei]  Eloquenco 
toqutm  sapienlia.     This  niay  bo  true  of  i 
bnt  of  spoken  eloquence  it  is  a  d^ective  del 
and  will,  at  the  best,  only  coni]imhend  tlie  ] 
stmtivc  (or  Epideictie)  kind,  wliich 
want  of  an  audience,  fTum  all  modem  aai 
of  a  »ecular  description.      Thus,  lhoug;li 
cbaracterises  JUr.  Burke,  yet  the  defecta  whl 
hite  pointed  out  were  filial  to  liis  »uccea>> 
coidingly  the  test  of  eloquence,  which  tka 
master  has  in  s»  picturesque  a  tnatiuer  given, 
hia  own  vonstant  experience,  here  entlnly  fld 
**  Yolo  hoc  oratori  contingat,  ut  cum  niuQt 

■  The  Aule  render  will  be  here  reminiM  of  A 
I  PUlIppie,  111  which  n  Tetj  rcmnrltthlB  ] 
I  loo  upplicnble  lo  our  «ubiect.  swius  to  I 
I  by  ttic  pusnge  io  ihe  text ;  rind  IM  great  fplidty  b«k 
I  comiwritaa  und  of  vil,  should,  wiiti  mnny  nthm'  p 
[  h«»e  wade  Britit*  pmiie  before  ihi^  J™ied  Ihi 
I   to  ihn  «)iicf  tif  urDtorsi.     'Ainrip  If  a!  BofiBf^t 

1  »p4BBAAt(rWi  8",  II  B^m'.r  tvam«v.  out'  oilti', , 
whteh  hi;  proewdA  Io  iltiuCrotc  by  llii-  niuduot  hdd 
big  Iho  ClierwDcfv  imil  ThecuiopjlEc. 
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le  dietBi'UPi,  locus  in  subselliis  occupetur, 
atur  trilHinBal,  gratiosi  scribee  sint  in  dando 
ndo  locum,  corona  multiplex,  judex  erectw ; 
Tgit  is,  qui  dicturus  sit,  signifioetur  a  corona 
im,  ddnde  crebree  assenriones,  multse  ad- 
»Des :  risuB,  cum  yelit ;  cum  velit,  fletus ;  ut, 
e  proeul  videat,  etiamsi  quid  agatur  nesciat, 
ere  tamen,  et  in  scena  Rosciom  intelligat." 
any  years,,  that  is,  between  the  latter  part  of 
merican   war,  and   the  speeches  which  he 
neither  many  nor  long,  nor  in  a  very  usual 
;nlar  style,  on  the  French  Rerolution,  the 
averse  of  all  this  was  to  be  seen  and  lamented, 
n  as  Mr.  Burke  spoke.     The  spectator  saw 
lis  of  Roscius  being  in  action,  but  rather  of 
linent  Civilian  so  closely  allied  to  Mr.  Burke, 
*  whom  we  are  hereafter  to  speak.*    "  Vidct" 
e  same  critic  has,  in  another  passage,  almost 
letter  described  it)  **  oscitantem  judicem, 
item  cum  altero,  nonnunquam  etiam  circu- 
(1,   mittentem  ad  lioras;  quaesitorem,  ut  di- 
,  rogantem  ;  f  intelligit,  oratorem  in  ea  causa 
idesse,   .jui  possit  animis  judicum  admovere 
nem,  tanquam  fidibus  manum." 
t  it  may  justly  be  said,  with  the  second  of 

r.  Lawrence. 

his  desire  iu  the  English  senate  is  irregularly  signi- 
y  the  cries  of  "  Question,"  there  not  being  a  proper 
r  to  appeal  to,  as  in  the  Koman  oourti. 


I 


Attic  orators,  that  eeose  is  always  more  ii 
than  eloquence ;  and  no  one  can  doubt  I 
lightened  nien  in  all  ages  will  hang  over 
of  Mr.  Burke,  and  dwell  with  delight  c 
the  speeches  that  failed  to  coRinuuiil  the  a 
of  those  to  whom  they  were  addressed, 
by  their  rhetorical  beauties  that  they  int 
The  extraordinary  depth  of  Lis  detached  v 
penetrating  sagacity  which  he  ocjcasionaUy 
to  the  afliurg  of  men  and  their  motires,  I 
cnrioua  felicity  of  espreasion  with  which  he 
principles,  and  traces  resemblances  and  T 
are  separately  the  gift  of  few,  and  in  theif 
probably  without  any  example.  This  1 
admitted  on  all  hands ;  it  is  possibly  the 
these  observations  which  will  obtain 
assent,  as  it  is  the  last  we  have  to  offat 
coming  upon  disputed  ground,  where  thi 
contentions  of  politicians  cross  the  mora  qui 
of  the  critic. 

Not  content  with  the  praise  of  his  phil 
acutenesB,  which  all  are  ready  to  allow,  U 
temperate  admirers  of  this  great  writer 
ascribed  to  hini  a  gill  of  genius  approacl 
the  power  of  divination,  and  have  recK^b 
aa  in  possession  of  a  judgment  so  acuta 
calm  withal,  that  its  dec  b  ion  might  c 
authority  of  infallible  decrees.  His  opini 
Frunt-h  a&iis  have  been  viewed  as  alrajfr 
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fHk  I  tVf  appltod  to 

iiOMifiney  I  ^id  tl  •  b      looked  upon 

bndqg  a  oonimtid  ■  of  dootriDM,  bjr 
Bh  hit  ovii  Mntiiiieiiti  and  lot  were  regu- 
ii  aad  from  whieh  af  t  may  derive  t)ie 
m  of  practieal  wild 

k  eoiuddamtioa  whioh  at  once  ooenn,  at  OMting 
Mon  upon  the  aoundneii,  if  not  alio  upon  the 
vitj,  of  these  eneomium«|  is,  that  they  never 
I  dreamt  of  Until  the  quettione  arose  oonoeming 
henoh  Revolution ;  and  yet^  if  well  founded| 
were  due  to  the  former  principles  and  oon- 
of  their  object ;  for  it  is  wholly  inconsistent 
their  tenor  to  admit  that  the  doctrines  so 
!led  were  the  rank  and  sudden  growth  of  the 
i  which  the  changes  of  1789  had  generated, 
r  title  to  80  much  admiration  and  to  our  im- 
t  confidence  must  depend  upon  their  being  the 
ly  matured  fruit  of  a  profound  philosophy, 
$b  h^l  investigated  and  compared  ;  pursuing 
inalogies  of  things,  and  tracing  events  to  their 
>te  origin  in  the  principles  of  human  nature, 
it  is  certain  that  these  reasoners  (if  reasoning 
indeed  be  deemed  their  vocation)  never  dis- 
red  a  single  merit  in  Mr.  Burke's  opinions,  or 
hing  to  praise,  or  even  to  endure,  in  his  con- 
»  from  his  entrance  into  public  life  in  1765  to 
leriod  of  that  stormy  concision  of  all  parties 
ill  political  attachments^  which  took  place  in 


1791,  a  sl'ort  time  befiire  lio  quitted  it. 
therefore  placed  in  a  dilemma,  from  wtiidi  (I 
puzxie  subtler  iliiJeeliciBLis  to  escape, 
or  their  idol  have  chan^ ;  eitlier  the 
received  a  new  light,  or  he  is  a  cliimg«jh 
They  are  either  coiiverta  to  a  fiiHh  -wiitch, 
mctny  years  and  during  ao  ruuiy  vicimita 
lad,  in  their  preaching  and  in  their  live 
be  damnable ;  or  they  are  believers  in  i 
Mghtly  taken  up  by  its  autiior,  and  pronialf 
suit  the  wliolty  secular  purposes  of  some  p 

We  belie»e  a  very  little  examination  Of  | 
vill  sufGoe  <o  show  that  the  believers  t 
more  consistent  than  their  orarle ;  and 
escape  from  the  charge  of  tickle veas  at  tlw 
of  the  authority  due  to  the  fehh  laat  pro 
fWira  hb  altar.  It  would,  indeed,  be  dfll 
•elect  one  leading  principle  or  prevailing^M 
in  Mr.  Hiirke's  lalefit  wridngs,  to  which  m 
extremely  adverse  may  not  be  found  in  fcis'' 
we  Clin  hardly  any  hla  ««rly  works ;  exc«>p|j 
on  the  Bubirct  of  Parlianicntnry  Rerorm,  to 
*iUi  all  the  fricTida  of  Lord  Uockinglian 
from  the  bpginn!ng  adverse;  aiid  to  I 
whieli  he  found  so  very  hesitating  and  luin 
ftellnt;  among  Mr.  Foi's  supporten,  u' 
•mounted  to  a  dltTercnoe,  ctTCainly  oSt 
ducemcnU  to  compromise  the  opinioiu  of  1 
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imhinii'  alter  tlie  moniiinenta  of  altered 
wo  will  not  reiMrt  to  kia  flnit  workii,  in 
ih  lie  t^rmii  Daaiien  "n  latt!  uufortunatfl 
ooking  only  at  hi>  puiu«limoDl,  and  <1h- 
lis  oHunce ;  neitber  sbull  wc  look  into 
«,  exceeding,  a»  tiicy  (li<l,  ttio  bounila 
illier  men,  even  in  tlw  heat  of  dubttte, 
to  themselves,  in  sjitiaklnif  now  of  ihei 
rate  of  tlie  country,  whilo  Ibbuurin^ 
tmitouH  visitation  of  i'ruvulentt. — nuw 
lerally.  But  we  muy  fiui'ly  take  aa  th« 
'  his  opiiiioiiJi,  best  w(9i(thed  and  moM 
pronounced,  the  calDieat  of  all  Ida  pro- 
id  the  moat  fully  voiiaidered, — [^iven  to 
'hen  In;  hriil  hiug  p'^'cl  Iho.  iiiiildl<>  a*^ 
filled  a  high  station,  and  been  for  yeam 
parliamentary^tO»y."  Although,  In 
a  of  thii  kind,  mora  depend*  upon  tlie 
}  of  a  work  than  on  particular  pamgaa, 
temper  of  mind  on  oertam  pointa  may 
;athered  from  that,  than  from  any  «i- 
d  propositions,  yet  we  have  but  to  opau 
1  sea  that  hie  TkotifflOg  in  17T0  we» 
nt  from  those  which  brMthe  through 
of  his  Anti-Jacotain  writings.  And 
Corinthian  Capital  of  1T90— "I  am 


liKonttd^ 


rant  and  notoritiiw  stct, — by  tome  capital 
n — that  theae  ri^preaeiitativea  are  going  to 
the  fences  of  the  law,  and  to'  introiliice 
iry  power.  This  interpoaitioii  iit  a  most 
,t  remedy.  But  if  it  be  a  legal  remedy, 
dcd  on  eomc  occasion  to  be  used ;  to  be 

only  when  it  is  evident  that  nothing  eUe 
the  constitntiott  to  its  true  principles.     It 

Parliament  alone  that  the  remedy  for 
itary  disorders  can  be  completed ;  hardly 
n  it  begin  there.  Until  a  confidence  in 
int  \»  re-established,  tlie  people  ought  to 
I  to  a  more  strict  and  detailed  attention 
iduct  of  their  reprewntatives.  Standards 
ig  more  sjstem<iti tally  upon  thtircuiiduet 
be  settled  in  the  meetings  of  counties  and 
m».      Freqnent  and  correct  li«ti  of  tbe 

all  important  questions  ought  to  be  pro- 
Ib.  324.)  Tbe  reacons  which  called  for 
nterpOBition,  and  made  him  preach  it  at 
•f  unprecedented  popular  exeiteroeut,  are 

be    "  the   immense  revenue,  enormoiu 

mighty  establishments  ;"  and  he  requite 
e  of  Commons  "  to  bear  some  lUmp  of 
1  disposition  of  the  fteople  at  large;" 
hat  "it  would  be  a  more  natural  and 
Bvil,  that  the  House  should  be  Infected 
f  epidemical  frenzy  of  the  people,  m  thit 
icate  Mine  coMRDgninity,  some  sympathy 
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of  nUura  witli  ibelr  constituents,  tluui  t 
should  in  all  casea  be  wliully  untouched  1 
opinioiu  and  feeliuga  of  the  people  out  of  t 
Now  let  u3  ?tep  aakle  fur  a  mumeut  I 
tluit  the  "  immense  revenue"  wasiuuler  lOiai 
the  "  enortHous delit,"  130;  aud  the  ' 
bUthnuritle"  coet  about  6  nullions  a-j«u. 
sMtesnian  wlw,  ua  tills  account,  teootO! 
popular  interfereuce  iu  1770,  lived  to  I 
nerenue  24  millions  ;  the  debt,  350 ;  the  esl 
toent,  30 ;  and  the  ruling  principle  of  hlt^ 
^y  was  the  all-sufHcienc;  of  Farliameut  m 
if  and  the  &tal  consequence  of  aocord 
e  the  slightest  share  of  dicect  pa 

His  th«oretitul  view  of  the  constitution  ii 
days  was  aa  difl*eTiiUt  from  the  high  i 
tone  of  his  latter  writings.  The  Kii^  w 
"  the  reprvaeutative  of  the  people," — "  i 
adds)  "are  the  Lords;  sa  are  tlie  Judga^j 
ate  all  trustees  for  the  people,  as  well  Bb  it 
mons,  because  do  power  is  giveu  Ibr  thn  si 
of^tlto  holder ;  and  alUiough  goveriuuent  a 
iaan  institution  of  divine  nutlioriiy,  yat  ita; 
and  tile  persons  who  wiuiitiister  it,  all  « 
from  the  people."  And  iheu  couLea  tliat  ii 
pusBge  so  oft«n  cited,  auU  ivliich  ought  ' 
blaaoned  In  letters  of  fire  uier  the  porek 
Conuuous'  Iloutu  j  illu&lratiu^'  tlic  doctliuai 


■Jl. 


I  . 


t«T 


ft  oontfol 
people;  and  that 
ft  House  of  Com- 
I  Imftge  of  the 
*  It  mfty  be 
f  ued  urith 
&  tion  must 

rbon  rulen  with 
dUdike,  while  he       ^  in  the  English 
It  the  nfttnnl  ally  of  Liberty,  whereso- 
was  Btroggling  with  lier  chftins.    Aceord- 
in  the  same  ft        i  work,  he  exelaimsy 
iRaelk  was  the  conquest  of  Gorsicfty  by  the  pro* 
enemies  of  the  freedom  of  mankind,  in  defl- 


tk    *^ 

ir  the  pequsi  ftod  not 
ii^Tfate^  spblt^  ftftd  • 
Maslst  la  Ua  Ml) 
of  ibm  nftltom''  <. 
toaddytHat 
pfieeiples  •>f  ft  f 
have  feputlsd  the  ! 


*  ^  A  Tigilant  and  jealous  eye  over  executory  and  judicial 
Iglstmey ;  an  anxious  care  of  public  money ;  an  openness, 
UtosehiDg  towards  ftdlity,  to  public  complaint;  these 
Isa  to  be  the  true  characteristics  of  a  House  of  Commons. 
at  aa  addressing  House  of  Commons  and  a  petitioning 
;  •  House  of  Commons  tali  of  confidence,  when  the 
is  plunged  in  despair ;  in  the  utmost  harmony  with 
fillers  whom  the  people  regard  with  the  utmost  abhor* 
;  who  Tote  thanlu,  when  the  public  opinion  calls  upon 
fbr  impeachments ;  who  are  eager  to  grant,  when  the 
Toice  demands  account ;  who  in  all  disputes  between 
ytople  and  the  administration  pronounce  against  the 
;  who  punish  their  disorders,  but  refhse  eren  to 
into  the  provocations  to  them;  this  is  an  unnataral, 
»us  state  of  things  in  the  constitution.  Such  an 
ly  may  be  a  great,  wise,  awfU  senate ;  but  it  is  Dd 
.popokur  parpost  a  Hoase  of  Commons."— (/ik  SSa.) 
TOL.  z.  K 
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Buce  of  tiioee  who  wore  foniierly   iU 
defenders."  (Ttirf.  272.) 

Although  it  cannot  be  denied  that  a  ci 
portiaii  of  the  deference  which  Mr.  Burlcfl 
and  more  celebrated  opiaions  are  entitled  | 
mand  is  iLus  taken  away,  and,  as  it  were, 
by  the  conflicting  autliority  of  liis  earlier  sent 
his  disciplea  may,  nevertheless,  be  wUling 
hJ9  clsirns  to  a  reverent,  if  not  an  implicit  I 
once  upon  tha  iust,  as  the  maturest  efforts 
geoiita.  Now,  it  upjietirs  evident  that.  In  I 
traordinary  person,  the  usual  progress  of  tl 
ties  in  growth  and  decline  was  ta  aoine 
reversed ;  his  Gincy  became  more  vivid, — i 
u  it  were,  brighter  before  its  extinotiOD} 
age,  which  hud  only  increased  that  light,  ] 
the  power  of  profiting  from  it,  by  weakeid 
judgment  as  the  imagination  gained  Ituc 
strength.  Thus,  his  old  age  resembled  that  Q 
men  in  one  particular  only ;  he  was  more  t 
by  fears,  and  more  easily  became  the  dup« 
postnre  as  well  as  alarm. 

It  is  quite  vain  now  to  deny  that  the  u 
able  decision  which  those  feelings  led  him  I 
of  the  French  Revolution  was,  in  the  niali^ 
rect  and  exaggerated.  That  lie  was  right 
pecting  much  eonfusian  and  miBchicf  from  I 
siana  of  a  whole  nation  let  louse,  and  inf 
only  by  the  various  mobs  of  its  capital,  lilon 


IHwli  in  roonty  tte 

Mlni»aMltMttNttt|  l4    >t|«iidUt 

pntenioiif  WW8  OMrt     Ij  dbytlMbody 

ilkpir^.  Butbijo  i  wrfm  ty  and  not 
ly  diflknlt  pordon  of       x  It  would  be 

M  to  ihow  any  ligiMil  ii  iftl      fiiUUment 

jtotpt  in  lanMDtiiig  t  of  the  tfanee 

itanor,  end  in  admitti  tl  to  f<  i  a  large 
iMtioa  from  the  attii      b  of  1  ts  of  the 

ivibttiony  it  would  be  no  ter  to  point 

taaingle  opinion  of  hia  w  any  rational  and 
IJBalu  man  of  the  preient  day  will  avow.  Thoie 
bo  daim  for  Mr.  Burke's  doetrines  in  1790  the 
riie  of  a  lagacity  and  foresight  hardly  human. 
Mid  do  well  to  recollect  hU  speech  on  the  Army 
Itimates  of  that  year.  It  is  published  by  himself, 
vrected,*  and  its  drift  is  to  show  the  uselessness 
I  a  large  force,  because  ^*  France  must  now  be 
inrfdered  as  expunged  out  of  the  system  of  £u- 
IP64"  it  expresses  much  doubt  if  she  can  ever  re- 
Ine  her  station  <<  as  a  leading  power ;"  anticipatea 
fet  language  of  the  rising  generation—  G alios  quo* 

in  bellisjloruisse  atuiivimus ;  and  decides  tliat, 
events,  her  restoration  to  anything  like  a  sub* 

tive  existence  must,  under  a  republic,  be  the 
of  much  time.    Scarce  two  years  elapsed  be* 

this  same  France,  without  any  change  whatever 
\k  situation,  except  the  inoreaae  of  the  anarchy 
*  Workf,  vol.  ▼.  p.  1. 
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ihnt  hail  wpungnl  )ier  Ihrni  lti«  map,  [|«ok: 
on  Aiwtriu,  onil  In  a  few  nioiitlia  i 

ustit  to  miicii  thrtlier  t)ian  ]x>nii>  Xl^ 
danu.  wlian  llie  firmncni  luiH  jiiii^iinn 
Willittni  opposed  liini.  tliU  Mr.  Ittirki^  ) 
itnivoniil  Icngutt  nai  iKiriwury  tu  avi^rt  hdr  ui 
dumtnicui,  iiuil  tlutt  it  Ivan  u.  quMlbij 
would  Buflbr  any  one  tliroiio  to  iifanit  in  ] 
Tlie  iaino  eulogist!  of  nir.  Hurlc«'«  wg«cil]pd 
kIso  do  Willi  to  rpcollri't  tliosu  ycnrly  p 
tiie  coinplolu  inlcTtml  niin  which  fiw  » 
rind  ulk'iTuittid  witli  ulunns  at  (lie  foitdgn  I 
dituiieiit  of  tht)  Ri>pu1tl!o ;  they  all  ortgt 
hli  i^iuuR  work — thoiigti  It  coniixiTu  «om«  4 
da  too  extrovagnnt  to  be  boiTo\r«d  bf  t 
wrvilp  imitittors.     'I'liiin  hi*  cim[(>mla  thitlli 
Ifttion  of  Fnuit^u  is  im^guirulily  iliminisbtd'fl 
Ke^-oliitiun,  and  aotuulty  ailoptii  a  raleulktb 
n^kt^  tlie  dbtreis  of  Paris  require  abova  t| 
liniis  Klerlinf;  for  Its  yearly  relief ;  a  b 
to  pay  each  ^lily  nbnve  Mivntitren  ; 
dfifVny  it*  wlmle  vxp<n)ilitimi  in  thatHj 

But  un  llinw  grounils  a  furthei 
and  a  new  deduction  introduced,  t 
of  the  dereronoe  paid  to  his  aiitlioH^ 
that  tlio  Mgncity  and  ]>t!DutmlIoti  which  W*  |l 
to  Tavereiiou  were  never  ut  fault,  uii1«m  « 
whuu  itrong  feelln)^  interfered.     Th«  p 
t  be  admitted,  and  without  any  q 


tlie«rlioledelitof«       ^eneea  et 

iver  iiiui%  opfaikm  rood  as  i 

oth  are  equally  iin 

•  of  erery  kind.         r  It  be  fiir- 

on  another  mibject  as  well  as  the  Freneli 
Mr.  Burke's  prcjudioes  warped  Ills  jndg- 
ten  strongly  interested  lie  was  apt  to  va- 
in false  colours  and  distorted  slM^pe. 
f  society  for  many  years  bung  opoo 
Impeachment;  during  tliat  period  be 
BUS  much  vituperation  upon  tlie  Bait 
;his  country  as  he  afterwards  did  on  ihd 
md  he  was  not  more  ready  to  quarrel 
Pox  on  a  difference  of  opinion  about 
n  he  had  been  a  year  before  to  attack 
e  with  every  weapon  of  personal  and 
abuse,  upon  a  slighter  difierence  about 
r  of  the  Impeachment.  Nay,  after  the 
lestion  might  have  been  supposed  for- 
nerged  in  the  more  recent  controversy 
iflairs,  he  deliberately  enumerates  among 
►f  alarm  at  French  principles,  the  pre- 
the  East  India  interest  in  England ; 
.bobs"  with  the  Diplomatic  Body  all 
e,  as  naturally  and  incurably  Jacobin  ; 
his  country  loudly  and  solemnly  against 
self  to  be  overthrown  by  a  ^*  Bengal 


The  like  inflnuity  of  a  judfrraeiil,  wuiki 
doubt,  by  hie  temper,  punueil  bim  In  1 
fmrs  througli  the  nliole  details  of  the 
that  excited  him  most,  when  France  wu  the 
topic  lie  is  blinded  to  the  impre«ions  on  I 
Benees,  not  by  the  *  light  shiniag  inward,' 
the  heat  uf  his  passions.  He  sees  not  what  I 
men  behold,  but  what  he  wishes  to  see,  or  t 
prejudices  and  fantasies  sugg^t ;  and  bivt 
pronounced  a  dogms,  the  nio^it  astounding 
dictions  that  events  can  give  him  assail  h 
and  even  his  senses,  in  vain.  Early  in 
pronuiiiiced  France  extinguished,  as  mgai 
external  force ;  but  at  the  end  of  1793,  m 
secaiid  allenipt  to  invaile  lier  had  ended  in  I 
dlsuointiltirc  of  the  assailantm,  when  she  i>ai 
in  the  successes  of  an  oftensive  war,  and  bi 
her  whole  people  to  threaten  the  libertiesnf 
be  still  sees  in  her  situation  nothing  but  "t 
ruin,  without  the  chance  uf  resurrtiClioii,'' ' 
reckons  that,  when  she  recovers  her  uotnli 
ence  by  a  restoration  of  the  monarchy,  "I 
aa  much  as  all  her  neighbours  can  do,  bf . 
guarantee,  to  keep  her  upon  her  bnus."* 
Tit.  IHS.)  That  he  should  confound  all 
as  well  us  tilings,  in  his  extravagant  spM 
surprises  less  than  such  ilclusiuus  aa  ikia. 

*  She  had  U  Ui«t  time  Tsaooii  niuu  uuiler  ua 
<aIHiig  oai  tbe  sooond  conicriFtiDa. 


« 

MJniifailitrt  it  fhritfy  M"»  wfpiiliiin j  ekm  the 
Maud  ddfalvow  Ia  Eqratto  with  the moi^ 
tdbeipiflfM;  but  when  we  find  him  punuiag 
toty,  tiiat  all  Atheitti  an  Jaadbiasi  ao  &r  aa 
ifga  HuBie  with  being  a  levdler,  and  prewing 
Mnreiae  of  thepvopoaition  aoftraitoiMinnate 
Prieitlej  waa  an  Atheist,  we  panie  inciedti* 
nrer  the  lad  devastati<m  which  a  diaordeied 
can  make  in  the  fineit  nndefatanding.    (tu. 

at  the  warlike  policy  which  he  recommended 
It  France  was  more  consistent  than  the  coone 
ad  by  the  ministry,  may  be  admitted.  The 
and  rainous  plan  of  leaving  the  enemy  to  COD- 
an  Europe,  while  we  wasted  our  blood  and 
reasure  in  taking  Sugar  Islands,  to  increase  the 
an  slave-trade,  and  mow«down  whole  armies 
stilence,  has  been  oftentimes  painted  in  strong 
rs,  never  stronger  than  the  truth ;  and  our 
only  were  successful  when  this  wretched  sys- 
ras  abandoned.  But  if  Mr.  Burke  faintly  and 
Y  arraigned  thb  plan  of  operations,  it  was  on 
ids  so  purely  &nciful,  and  he  dashed  the  truth 
such  a  mixture  of  manifest  error,  that  he  un- 
eibly  both  prevented  his  counsels  from  being 
*ted,  and  subjected  his  own  policy  to  imputa- 
full  as  serious  as  those  he  brought  against  the 
nment.  He  highly  approved  of  the  Emigra- 
because  France  waa  no  longer  in,  but  out  o^ 

I 


for  tlie  V^M 

purpose  of  i¥storiti|C  nioitorcliy  and  inuiishji^l 

enemies  i  ho  roquiiwl  ihe  advanced  guard  ofli 

attacking  army  to  he  composed  of  llii?  bauda  i 

FTBNcii  gentlemen,  emigrajits,  and  to  be  acoona 

nied  by  tbe  exited  pri«3tsi  and,  in  cirder  (Ui 

the  movenieiit  more  popular,  tUey  w 

ceded  by  the  prockiuation  of  soleoui  Itu^piwa 

tbe  allies,  never  to  tr«BC  with  a  ropuUic 

sUin  its  kin^,  and  formal  iLnnouui^emuots  that 

enterad  the  country  to  punish  aa  well  as  to  n 

Mr.  Burke  liv«Kl  not  to  see  the  ]>ower  of  I] 

i  TolutioiiRiy  goveriinieiU  extend  itself  r 

I  the  directiuu  he    had  pronounced  impasiltl 

prove  bamiltwi  iii  Ilie  only  way  lie  deemed . 

tnklable.     The  dowtifiil   of  that  guvcmmi 

hwd  nut  to  see  thwoe  accomplisheti,  t 

of  his  plans  lieing  fullou'ed.     Yet  lei  us  n 

hb  i^iuioitB  ujioQ  ihe  restoration  of  bis  &1 

I   tlyuasly,  liad  he  survived  its  exile.     AVith  | 

brit^bt  genius  and  solid  learning,  his  veneralil 

would  liave  been  fuuml  at  the  head,  ur  rail 

ill  ftdvaiiae,of  tliemost  universally  and  uoM 

4)oni«m(M>l  fikction  in  the  worlil.     The  "  1] 

.    would  liave  □wut^d  him  fur  their  lender,  and 

I    li&ve  admitted  tliat  he  went  beyond  ihera 

,  iineumpromiiung   consisteney    uf  his   tixti\ 

dopias.     ile  who  luul  dcemod  the  kind  of  p 

Weuts  meted  ttial  should  beout^themosllii 
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^HlfHMtw  MiflB  yVnriMHj^'MMi  BM  tlMNIgllt  ft  116060- 

r^tmwmof  mlmg*maS(*hbo9nd  pttge^  to  disems 

wImo  ib^fmmfm^  of  tho  Bourbons  were 

(▼nu  lii7)ytad  to  guaid  them  by  all  srgu- 

>egiiW  lliiflniiigto  plane  of  anmeity,  woald 

etjected  veheaieiitly  to  every  one  eet  of  the 

•VMleNi^gDvenuneiit;  regarded  the  &hm'ier  ae  an 

eiaWHoatlOB  I  the  teemity  of  property  as  rob- 

ihsj  and  sacrilege;  the  impmiity  of  the  JaoobhiSi 

SMiBkiBg  themonafoh  ao  aooessary  after  the  flust 

IMIl  bffotlier^e  mnider ;  and  what  all  men  of  sound 

TCganM  as  a  state  of  great  improvement, 

'tiie  ooontry  with  unidb  happiness^  freeing 

Bway  abuses,  and  giving  it  preoious  hopes 

>ef  Uberty,  he  woold  have  pronounced  the  height 

I  ef  misery  and  degradation.    If  such  had  not  proved 

^lo  be  his  views,  living  in  our  times,  he  must  have 

all  the  opinions  which  he  professed  up  to 

^tte  hour  of  his  death. 

Upon  one  subject  alone  could  he  have  been  found 

with  the  Liberal  party  of  the  present  day ; 

alvrays,  from  a  very  early  period,  and  before 

principles  were  disseminated  on  qaestions  of 

Itlcal  economy,  held  the  most  enlightened  opi- 

I  on  all  subjects  of  mercantile  policy  ;  and  these 

opinions  he  retained  to  the  last :  here  his 

seemed  warped  by  no  bias,  and  his  profound 

ling  and  habits  of  observation  kept  him 

His  weriui  abound  with  Just  and  original 
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nflections  upon  thwe  tualten,  bd(1  tbejr  I 
fltriking  contnut  tu  the  narrow  views  wlilcli, 
latter  years,  be  was  proDe  to  taLe  of  all  that  ti 
the  iniemta  and  the  improvement  of  ma 
For  hU  whole  habits  of  Uiinkiog  seemieil  pen 
by  th«  dread  of  change ;  and  he 
except  ia  the  single  cane  of  the  Irish  Call 
that  the  BuresI  wny  of  bringing  about  a 

ilution  is  to  rraist  a  peaceful  refonn. 

As  he  dreaded  all  plans  of  aioeiidinent 

ught  to  work  by  perceivable  agency  and  wi 
tnoderatc  compass  of  time,  so  he  distrusted  i 
patronised  tliem — osaerting  their  conduct  to ! 
hod  visionary  enthusiasm  at  the  best,  but  ge 
Imputing  tlimr  seal  to  some  iriniater  mgtiva  d 

lual  interest :  most  unjustly— most  unpliil 
sally — most  unthinkingly.  It  is  the  nattu 
dency  of  men  connect«i  with  the  upper  r 

■iety,  and  seponited  from  the  mass  of  tba 
niunity,  to  undervalue  things  which  only 
rights  or  the  interests  of  the  peoph 
ling  to  which  be  had  yielded,  ii 
to  struggle,  and  their  honest  devotioo  (o  Uia 
of  peacenble  improvomeiit,  their  virtuoua  Ii 
Wlowed  in  advancing  tbo  liignily  aiid  )iap|iii 
their  fellow-craituro,  their  perils  and  timr 
oncountcred  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  opfi 
men,  nr<!  tlie  mnst  gloriouH  titles  to  the  veM 
of  the  good  and  the  wise ;  hot  tli^  an  tUlM 
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ikiliitoairUttadigi 

vith  I 

with  MMh  ] 

4KftftUhf  niiidttp 

Ml  aiMidiiig  hit  Ui 

Of  Mr.  Burke's  g 

iMgthi  and  ll  wo 


•  of  li 

i] 


9  or  covered  with 
whom  Providence 

and  originally 
Yf  that  he  seemed 

lor  instructing 


I  asawriter  and  an  orator, 

al         if  though  not  needless 

ki       t  have  been  necessary 

la4weU  longer  on  t  ject,  but  for  a  sketch 

ef,a.v«ry  difibrent  kind,  drawn  by  another  hand, 

Ami  wUeh  a  more  aooumte  resemblance  might 

,  Jmvo  been  eqieoted.    That  Mr.  Burke,  with  extra- 

powexB  of  mind,  cultivated  to  a  wonderful 

was  a  person  of  eccentrie  nature ;  that  he 

was  one  mixture  of  incongruous  extremes ;  that  his 

pinions  were  always  found  to  be  on  the  outermost 

Terge  of  those  which  could  be  held  upon  any  ques- 

l  thsLt  he  was  wholly  wild  and  impracticable  in 

views ;  that  he  knew  not  what  moderation  or 

faMXiification  was  in  any  doctrine  which   he  ad- 

but  was  utterly  extravagant  in  whatever 

lent  he  formed,  and  whatever  sentiment  he 

pressed ; — such  was  the  representation  to  which 

have  alluded,  and  which,  considering  the  dis* 

lished  quarter  it  proceeded  from,*  seems  to 

fy  some  further  remark ;  the  rather,  b 

have  already  admitted  the  fiiults  to  exist  in  < 

^  Lord  Mslboams  hi  the  Houss  of  Lordi»  July,  isse 
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portion  of  hU  opiiiioitB,  wliich  are  noi 
to  be  affirmed  respecting  the  whole, 
being  followers  of  M>.  Burke's  politicril 
or  iEidiscriininale  admirers  of  his  conne 
maa-'tfae  capacity  Id  which  he  the  I 
especially  during  the  few  latter  and  h 
of  Iris  illuBtrious,  clieqTiered,  and  care- 
we  may  j-et  alfirm  that,  with  the  exce^ 
writings  upon  the  French  Rerolulion 
tion  itself  to  be  qualified  and  restrietet^ 
be  difficAilt  to  find  any  statesman  of  anj 
opinions  were  more  habitually  marked 
tion ;  by  a  constant  regard  to  the  r««il 
experience,  as  well  as  the  dictates  of  i 
reason  ;  by  a  fixed' determination  always 
tical,  at  the  time  he  was  giving  scope  t 
extensive  general  views  ;  by  a  cautions  i 
riwtinence  firom  all  extremeti,  and  espe 
those  towards  which  the  general  compli 
political  principles  tending-,  be  felt  the  i 
dly  for  being  on  his  guard  against  the  i 
This  was  tlie  distinguishing  feature  o 
through  life.  A  brilliant  fancy  and  ri( 
did  not  more  characterise  his  discourse 
rooderaliim  did  his  counsels.  Imuginttt 
more  inspire  or  deep  reRection  infbr 
quence,  tlian  a  ivise  spirit  of  compronii 
theory  and   practice — between   alt    op 
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ijf  Ihe  eslKmea  of  bath  parties,  but  more 
|pUy  of  lui  own,  greatly  complained  uf :  tbey 
lAOt  always  comprehend  it,  and  tliey  oonlil 
hjiriuli  it,  because  their  own  understanding 
■Amnotion  reached   it  not;   and  the  selfish 

of  their  meaner  nature  were  tbttarttd  by  it. 
I  speeches,  by  the  length  at  whtEli  he  dwdt 
pic4,  aiid  the  vtibemence  of  his  eipressiani,  he 
ften  deficient  in  judgment.  But  in  the  forma- 
if  bit  opiiiiuDB  no  such  defect  could  be  per- 
1 ;  lie  well  and  warily  propounded  all  practical 
lerations ;  and  although  he  viewed  many  wib- 
In  (litierent  lights  at  the  earlier  end  the  later 
la  of  his  time,  and  is  thue  o^en  quoted  for 
ite  purpOHeH  by  reaaonere  on  different  iiilea  of 
real  political  cootvoveDif,  be  bimMlf  never 
fed  in  wild  or  thoughtin*  extremes.  He 
^t  tfai«  spirit  of  moderatian  into  public  affidM 
kim ;  and,  if  we  except  the  very  md  of  hi* 
IwB  he  had  ceased  to  liva  nach  in  puUie,  it 

bjr  him  to  the  last.  "  X  pitdied  my  Whigr- 
law,"Haidhe,  "tiMtlmightke^byit."  WMi 
rn  folkiwen  his  influene*  wm  mprerae ;  uid 
nd)  men  as  Dr.  LawreMM,  Mr.  W.  Elliott, 
be  Ute  Lord  Ifinto,  to  say  aotking  of  tbe 
m,  the  Freiee,  and  the  Oanniitga,  bo  man  of 
idarato  aod  extrene  o^aioai  «ver  could  have 
Nd  this  sway.  Kr.  WilkarioMa  eon^ana 
itof  Abl- 


tophel :  "  It  was  as  if  one  meant  to  inqntra 
omcle  of  ihe  Lord-"*     Hear  agoin  tlm  » 
one  who  knew  him  well,  for  be  had  Btodi 
inucli,  and  luul  been  tingaged  in  strenuoua 
versy  gainst  him.     Speaking  of  the  effiN 
dticed  by  his  strong  opinions  respecting 
afiUrs,  Sir  James  Mackintush  as  justly 
fouudJy  observed  to  Mr.  Homer — " 
effect  of  a  single    incousistency  with  the 
course  of  a  long  and  wise  political  life, 
grealeat  philosopher  in  practice  whom  th< 
ever  saw,  passes  with  the  superficial  vulgar  ft 
bruned  entbusiaat."     Sir  James  MackJniM 
drettml  that  all  the  temperate  wisdom  of  the  i 
upon  Americau  affiiirs— all  the  pTofijund  u 

I    ileal  discretion  wliich  breathes  over  each 
the  discussion  upon  the  "  I'resent  Diacont 

I    all  the  truly  enlai^;ed  principles  of  retren< 
but  tempered  with  the  soundest  and  mot 
views  of  each  proposition's  l>eanng^  upon 
frame  of  our  complicated  government,  whu 
made   the  celebrated   speecli  upon  " 

'    Reform"  the  manual  of  every  moderate 
stitutional    reformer — all    the  careful 
facts,  as  well  as  abstract  principles,  the 
ing  of  opposite  arguments,  the  acute 
practical   consequence*,  which   presided 
whole  opinions  upon  commercial  policy,  ( 
*  Life  of  WUbcribroc,  vol.  U.  p.  SU. 
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witik  BrnKsUj  and  the 
itmwm  'aB  th»  ■tmurt  ibwmwij  humaoitj, 
liiM^fimotlodJd^pnevt,  tiid  enlargraieDt 
imihtHpa  fiew%  wUch  go^Miwd  hk  ophakm 
th»««o«ftkm  of  tii0  Grindiua  Law— all  tke 
of  nform  and  tvrioiation,  tempered  with  eaiH 

ofaeonepeetiott  of  ionoiiiKliiig  connexkMui 
•ovident  fineeiglit  of  poeeiblo  conaequeneeti 
I  narked  and  moved  his  wiee  and  liberal 
ii.«pon  the  affidrs  of  the  Lrith  hierarchy-^ 
■n  would-  have  been  forgotten  in  the  perusal 
inr  violent  invectivee  or  exaggerated  aenti- 
I  called  ibrth  by  the  horrors  of  the  French 
Intkm;  which,  as  his  nnrivalled  sagacity  had 
en  them,  when  the  rest  of  his  party,  intoxi- 

with  the  victory  over  despotism,  could  not 
look  towards  any  consequences  at  all ;  so  he 
sry  unnaturally  regarded  as  the  end  and  con* 
lation  of  that  mighty  event, — mistaking  the 
ilence  by  which  the  tempest  and  the  flood 
to  clear  the  stream,  for  the  perennial  defile- 
of  its  waters. 

nr,  though  we  have  shown  the  repugnance  of 
irlier  to  his  later  opinions,  must  it  after  all  be 
9wn  to  the  account  of  a  heated  imagination 
an  unsound  judgment,  that  even  upon  the 
eh  Revolution  he  betrayed  so  much  violence 
I  language,  and  carried  his  opinions  to  a  length 
h  all  men  now  deeon  eztravagsnt;  or  that  he 


at  one  time  ^tb>  so  misled  by  the 
the  hour  os  to  dread  the  effncing  c 
the  map  of  Europe.  We  are  now 
anil  easy  chair  of  Itim  wbo  judges  a 
and  appeals  to  things  A3  certainly 
Ibe  veil  of  futurity  concealed  from  I 
before.  Every  one  roust  allow  tl 
wbicli  shook  France  to  her  ceotc 
gaae  of  raaukiod  was  an  event  of  pn 
tude;  and  tliat  he  who  was  call 
opinion  upon  its  import,  and  to  fo 
quences,  and  to  shape  his  counsel 
duct  to  be  pursued  rcg;aTding:  it, 
oiifiumstances  wholly  new,  and  ha 
way  without  any  light  whatever  I 
riBDoe  of  past  times.  Mr.  Burke 
mischief  in  it,  view  it  on  whateve 
wfafttever  point  he  would  ;  and  he  n 
mquences  as  pregnant  with  dongt 
eoluttriea,  as  well  as  to  the  one  whi 
waste  or  about  to  be  devastated  1 
That  for  a  time  be  saw  right,  n< 
tSbct  ro  deny.  When  all  else  in  tU 
frreaee  nothing  but  good  to  France) 
Bpnivement  so  suddenly  wrought 
ns,  he  plainly  told  them  tliat  v 
•sed  with  viewing  as  the  lamb 
flK'Work  was  the  glare  of  a  voI< 
wkioh  would  cover  Fnnea  and  i 
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nf  all  tlioir  in«ti  tut  ions,  and  fill  ihn  air  witli 
erinn    (Inrkneu,    ihrougli    the  oiiTifunlDn   of 

iieillii*r  ttiu  useful  light  of  day  iiur  tlie 
ig  prospeot  of  litjavi^ri  cuuld  bt'  Hcwriwl. 
DiiItleiineBs  of  the  iinproveitiHiit  whinh  do- 
I  all  dse,  lu  lii«  Mgftcioiis  Riid  fiir-iiiglitad 
lied  doubtless  by  thu  n^twriii^  gliLi^H  of  paat 
;nre  aiid  strength KtiiMl  tiy  tha  wisdom  of 
lays  ill  which  it  had  be«n  steeped,  (inHcnted 
«y  cause  of  dirtrust,  and  fiirebodiiijt,  »nd 
It  was  iieauur  his  liabit  of  mitid  was  cau- 
ind  cdrulatitig, — not  eciaily  led  away  by  k 
tside,  not  a|it  to  run  into  cxtremun,  giv«ti  to 
reflcclion,  and  fond  of  correetiuji;,  by  pmc- 
iews  nnil  liy  tlie  lewoiis  of  .ii-timl  obs.Tvaliun, 
Ruuble  HuggMtions  of  theory, — that  he  b»- 
vith  doubt  and  apprehenuon,  GoTcmmento 
down  and  set  up  in  a  day — Coottitutioni, 
iw  work  of  centuries,  taken  to  piece*  and  n- 
ucted  like  an  eight-day  clock.  He  ia  not 
It  iDBtcrials,  were  he  to  retort  the  charge  of 

nuning  into  extremea  and  knowing  not 
to  atop,  upon  those  who  were  initantly  &»■ 
i  with  the  work  of  1789,  and  could  not  look 
Fd  to  the  conaequencee  of  lettii^  loose  ibur- 
renty  milliom  of  people  ttma  the  control 

which  ages  of  aubmiMion  to  arhitrmry  rule 
tUl  disuse  of  oivil  rightt  had  k^t  thena. 
■m  aMundly  witbout  tbe  JMaoi  i 
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Btnting  Au  wRTit  of  reflectinn  and  foreMgl 
nearly  the  whole  period  during  which  he  i 
tile  commencemeRt  of  the  Rt^volution — foi 
Uiose  seven  years — all   hia  predictions, 
wonieDlary  expression,  hnd  been  more 
mied :  anarchy  and  bloodslicd  hod  borne 
France;  conquest  and  convulaion   hod 
Europe ;  and  even  tvhen  he  clused  his 
earthly  prospects,  he  lefl  this  {lortenloui 
"with  fear  of  cliange  perplesing 
providence  of  mortals  is  not  often  able  to  | 
eo  fur  as  this  into  futurity.     Nor  can  Ii 
mind  was  filled  with  such  well-groiindod  ■ 
justly  impirached  of  violence,  and  held  t 
Mundly  ^ven  to  extretaes  of  opinion,  if  h« 
■n  invincible  repugnance  to  sudden  nvcA 
the  system  of  policy  by  which  nations  Breg 
and  an  earnest  desire  to  see  the  restoi 
old  slate  of  things  in  France,  as  the  bBt4 
repose  for  the  rest  «f  the  world. 

That  Mr.  Burke  did,  however,  err, 
widely,  in  the  estimate  which  he 
merits  of  a  Restored  Government,  no  ow 
doubt.  His  mistake  was  in  compuring 
rtgimf.  with  the  anaroJiy  of  the  Revolii 
which  not  only  the  monarchy  of  France 
despotism  of  Turkey  was  preferable.  I 
oould  get  rid  of  the  belief  that 
change  had  been  ejected  with  a  violence 
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df  and  tnevitablj  prodnoedi  tlie  eoMeqiienoeB 
leepi  by  hlmael^  uid  by  Mm  akme»  therefore 
tree  to  pbmted  mart  fyr  erer  prove  inoapeble 
mnng  good  fruit  He  forgot  that  after  the 
mce,  in  its  mifiire  tempormry,  should  fubelde,  it 
It  be  both  quite  impomible  to  reitore  the  old 
uchy,  and  very  possible  to  form  a  new  and 
riy  and  profitable  government  upon  tlie  ndns 
le  BepubUc.  Above  all,  he  had  seen  so  mooh 
ent  mischief  wrought  to  France  during  theoon* 
f?e  struggle  which  was  not  over  before  bis 
\kf  that  be  could  not  persuade  himself  of  any 
[ble  good  arising  to  her  from  the  mighty  ohange 
lad  undergone.  All  this  we  now  see  clearly 
gh ;  having  survived  Mr.  Burke  nearly  fifty 
3,  and  witnessed  events  whioli  the  hardiest  dealers 
*ophecies  assuredly  could  never  have  ventured 
retell.  But  we  who  were  so  blind  to  the  early 
?quences  of  the  Revolution,  and  who  really  did 
r  ourselves  to  be  carried  away  by  extreme  opi- 
),  deaf  to  all  Mr.  Burke's  warnings ;  we  surely 

little  right  to  charge  him  with  blind  violence, 
Hecting  devotion  to  his  fancy,  and  a  disposition 
in  into  extremes.  At  one  time  they  who  op- 
I  his  views  were  by  many,  perhaps  by  the  ma- 
r  of  men,  accused  of  this  propensity.  After 
> vents  in  Franco  had  beg^n  to  afiHght  the 
le  of  this  country,  when  Mr.  Burke's  opinions 

found  to  have  been  well  grounded,  the  friends 


of  liI>M-ty  would  not  give  up  i.helr  fonil  belM 
all  must  soon  come  riglit     At  that  time 
Dean   Milner  wriring  to   Mr.  Wilbprfore 
Cambridge,  that  "  Mr.  Fox's  olJ  frienils  tl 
gave  him  up,  and  inoet  of  tliom  saiil  he  waa  i 

In  the  iinperfpct  ei^imnie  of  lliis  ^reat  ■ 
character  and  genius  whldi  we  hare  now  « 
eluded,  let  it  nut  be  ilionght  that  n 
any  very  lai^e  exeeptions  to  tht-  praise  unqu 

j  ably  his  chie.  We  have  only  abated  cIk 
ferred  by  hia  unheeding  worsliippera  to  mof 
mortnl  endowments — n'orsliippers  who  wttli  ll 
atieal  spirit  adore  Iheir  idol  the  moro,  | 

I  proven  the  more  unsafe  guide ;  and  who  ( 
Vtlued  his  peculiarities  wlien  He  happeoed  li 
tbe  great  question  that  filled  tlie  latter  y«i 
Ufi).  Enough  will  remain  lo  ronimand  oa 
ntion,  after  it  shall  be  iidmittrd  iliat  he  m 
aesaed  tlie  finest  fancy  and  tlie  navst  kaa 

"  Xi>  "/  WiOaftne,  ii.  p.  3,— Thii  ■w 
in  the  jtat  1T93.  vlien  most  men  thought  Mr.  I 
no^nte  and  right.  "ThereisEuiirecooeaf  hU(l 
old  friradi  here  al  Cunbridgr  whi>  u  not  diBpcMCd  1 
Um  np.  and  most  ay  he  is  mad.  I  think  of  hiB  n 
alwaya  did ;  1  stiU  donbt  wfadhfr  he  Lis  ln4  {cin' 
J  ilitiik  it  pretty  plain  be  hai  none;  and  I  lappi 
rwulf  for  whBicier  tarns  op."  Sec,  loo.  Lord  Wid 
JiiMlv  ralebraled  spcMh,  two  yean  later,  on  Fnm 
Ii  \t  re-puMiihfd  Ja  Mr.  Nlarliu')  Mlition  of  tl 
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Thb  gloiy  of  Mr.  Burke's  career  certwoly 
American  war,  iluring  which  he  led  the  Op 
ID  the  House  of  Commons ;  until,  having  f{ 
successor  more  renowned  thau  himself,  he  I 
ceeded  rather  than  superseded  in  the  C' 
that  victorious  band  of  the  champions  of  I 
Thi3diaciple,afl  lie  was  proud  toacknowled 
self,  was  Charles  James  Fox,  oi 
statesmen,  and  if  not  the  greatest  orator,  ( 
tlie  most  accomplished  debater,  that  ever  i 
upon  the  theatre  of  public  alifuirs  ii 
world.  To  the  profuse,  the  vnrioua  learnii 
master ;  to  his  exuberant  fancy,  to  his  proCt 
maturp  philosophy,  he  had  no  pretejisioi 
knowledge  was  confin«l  to  the  ordinaiy  a 
raents  of  an  English  education — intimated 
ance  with  the  classics ;  the  exquisite  ta 
familiarity  bestows ;  and  a  sufficient  Ii 
history.  These  stores  he  afterwards  increii 
than  diminished;  fur  he  continued  to  C 
olwrical  reading  i  and  added  a  minute  and  j 


idgB  of  Modon  lu^ga^i^  vitfi  u^tep 
tefCudy cf  ovrown  Idrtorjr  aai  tte likluiy 
ar  modem  iCalw;  Umoamtk  fiktt  h  wamj  be 
oed  if  any  polhidui  in  aaj  090  ever 
roiig^y  the  fmriooe  ialeierti  aad  tte 
D  of  all  thecountrieBwitliwIueliMiOVBlfld 
;•  to  oondoct  or  nSaJdooB  to  weintein.  Be- 
hese  solkL  fomidatioDs  of  onloiy  and  anple 
of  political  information  Mi  noigv  did  not 
Of  natural  edmeey  of  meCa^iyried  pidio* 
of  political  economy,  lie  Imd  not  even  tlw 
tnts ;  and  he  was  apt  to  treat  thoee  matten 
leneglect,  if  not  the  ocmtempt,  wideh  %iid» 
an  rather  account  jfbr  than  exeoM.  He  lad 
fiur  too  early  into  public  life  to  be  well 
ed  in  a  statesman's  philosophy ;  like  his  great 
ind  indeed  like  most  aristocratic  politicians, 
sre  described  as  '^  rocked  and  dandled  into 
;ors  "  by  one,*  himself  exempt  from  this  de« 
education ;  and  his  becoming  a  warm  par- 
;  the  same  early  age,  also  laid  the  foundation 
ther  defect,  the  making  party  principle  the 
lie  of  conduct,  and  viewing  every  truth  of 
il  science  through  this  distorting  and  dis- 
ng  medium. 

if  such  were  the  defects  of  his  education,  the 
powers  of  his  nature  often  overcame  them, 
threw  them  into  the  shade.    A  preternato* 

•  Mr.  Burke.  v^^ 


ml  quiokoesc  of  appruliuiiiuu,  wliicb 
to  oee  ul  A  glauce  what  awl  uUier  mind*  I 
uf  an  inv&ttigation,  mode  all  attaiuneul*' 
tlinary  kiml  su  cosy,  that  ii  perhaps  dlilDi 
to  thcHo  which  nut  even  hia  ucutenesa  uu 
of  mind  conl'l  inutrr  without  tiia  piin- 
But  lie  WM  sure  at  well  as  quick  j  Knd  ^ 
hwl  (if  potion,  or  tlie  prcjiulioe  uf  par^ 
t&iu  ]lttle  peculiarities  of  a  penonal  kind 
mental  idiooyncntsies  iu  wliich  h«  indu! 
which  produced  capricious  faiicia  or  ci 
left  Im  fouiiltiei  unclouded  luid  mutuntcd, 
judgment  was  morn  sounil  or  could  raon 
tnisied.  Tlieu  his  feelings  were  noim  m 
his  temper  waiswo!!  tliough  vehemaot;' 
of  all  the  Fox  family,  his  natun  ww 
open,  manly  :  above  everything;  like  dia 
or  duplicity  i  governed  by  the  impulaai  i 
and  beuevoteiit  soul.  This  virtue,  so  mui 
ail  intellectual  graces,  yet  bestowed  its  ai 
influence  upon  the  fiicultirs  of  his  undcB 
and  gw  them  a  reach  uf  fiilui^;emenl  I 
mcnno'  natures  are  ever  straugen. 
more  ct^rtain  tliat  such  n  ntind  as  his  d 
friendly  (o  reli^ous  toleration,  cE^cer  fur  I 
tion  uf  airil  liberty,  tlic  uncompromisinK 
otttft  and  cruelty  in  all  Ihdr  forms,— 
eorrupiion  of  the  Treaeury  And  the  rtnati 
penal  code,  up  to  the  oppreadon  of 
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•ndtl        H  »— thaothatit 

iid  be  cnkiged  and  fi  d,  made  power* 

h  ito  gnqp  and  eontii  itsporpose^  by  the 

a  adndnble  and  amk  e  4  itiea  which  bent 
wajs  towaiditherlg^it]  it 
he  great  inteUectnal  ]  Its  of  Mr.  Fox,  the  ro- 
t  atnicture  of  iiia  fteul  s,  natnialljr  governed 
Katory,  made  him  A  ilarly  affect  aigument, 
led  him  to  a  close  grappling  with  erery  sab* 
)  deapiiingall  flights  of  imagination,  and  shun- 
f  eirerything  collateral  or  discnrsive.  Tliis  turn 
■bid,  too,  made  him  always  careless  of  oma- 
if  citen  negligent  of  accurate  diction.  There 
m  was  a  greater  mistake,  as  has  already  been 
arked.*  than  the  fancying  a  close  resemblance 
ireen  his  eloquence  and  that  of  Demosthenes  ; 
ough  an  excellent  judge  (Sir  James  Mackintosh) 
into  it,  when  he  pronounced  him  ^^  the  most 
aosthenean  speaker  since  Demosthenes."  That 
vsembled  his  immortal  predecessor  in  despLsing 
iseless  ornament,  and  all  declamation  for  decla- 
ion's  sake,  is  true  enough ;  but  it  applies  to 
ry  good  speaker  as  well  as  to  those  two  signal 
aments  of  ancient  and  modern  rhetoric.  Tliat 
rsseinbled  him  in  keeping  more  close  to  the  sub- 
;  in  liand,  than  many  good  and  even  great 
ikers  iiave  often  done,  may  also  be  affirmed; 
this  is  far  too  vague  and  remote  a  likeness  to 

*  Lord  Chatlism. 
OIm  I.  Xi 


justify  the  proposition  in  qufstloD ;  and  11 
(Uffercnce  in  degree,  and  nol  a  specific  d 
between  him  and  others.  That  his  elotfoM 
fervid,  rapid,  copious,  carrying  along  wttli 
minils  of  the  audience,  not  sufiering  tbem  ti 
upon  the  speaker  or  the  speech,  but  engi 
whole  attentiQii,  and  keeping  it  fised  on  tU 
tlon,  is  equally  certain ;  and  is  the  only  rial- 
blance  which  the  comparison  afibrds.  But  1 
points  of  diffbrence  are  ns  ni 
important,  and  they  strike  indeed  upon  t 
cureory  glance.  The  one  ^vas  full  €)f  r< 
ntcurring  again  and  again  to  i 
to  the  snnte  view  of  it.  Itll  he  liad  made  his] 
^00  conijilele ;  the  utlier  never  came  back' 
groutul  which  he  had  utterly  vastcd  aiul  < 
np  by  the  tide  of  lire  iie  had  rolled  ovw  it/ 

«  dwelt  at  length,  and  with  many  \ 
topics ;  the  oilier  perfonned  the  whole  lit 
sometimes  with  a  word,  always  wiili  ths  ' 
nnmberof  words  posaible.     Theoi 
digressive,  even  narrative  and  copioos  ia 
tlon )  ii)  the  other  no  deviation  from  his  e 
T  to  bo  perceived  ;  no  disporting  on  tl 
of  his  way,  more  than  any  lingering  upoi 
oanled  rapidly  forward,  and  without  nr 
Dm  right  or  to  the  left,  like  tlie  t 
along  amilway,  nntt  like  Ihero  dlivb^  # 
out  of  sight  that  obstructed  his 


mm  i  .th8<  ti 

I  umilrahloi     It .  ift-  tr  any.  oae 

Itfavrefhoyglit  of  1  ^  Eooc  to.tiie 

n'^whiWkiibm  great !  n  oritio,  .cDinpariiig 
lilk  GioacOf  ha*  said  so  ^  lAad  :8a  judidouily 
t  t00i'  plMT  euns,,  ts  A<n»  j7/t«#  nolkifYBw  The 
L  wasy  of  all  speakers,  the  one  who  most  care* 
porepared  each  sentence^  lowing  himself  as 
ma  in  the  ooUocation  of  his  words  as  in,  the 
ion.  His  compaBition,  acoordinglj,  is  a  mo* 
r  the  most  artificial  workmanship;  y^  of  an 
li^ipy  in  its  results  that  itself  is  wholly  coBr 
L  The  Englishman  was  negligent^  earekss, 
ily-  beyond  most  speakers ;  even  his  most  bril* 
Mssages  were  the  inspirations  of  the  moment ; 
e  frequently  spoke  for  half  an  hour  at  a  time, 
unes  delivered  whole  speeches,  without  being 
for  five  minutes,  or,  excepting  in  a  few  sound 
nisible  remarks  which  were  interspersed,  re- 
Qg  the  hearer  with  a  single  redeeming  passage. 
iy  to  the  last,  he  never  possessed,  unless  when 
animated,  any  great  fluency;  and  probably 
Bd  it,  as  he  well  might,  if  he  only  regarded  its 
in  making  men  neglect  more  essential  qua* 
-»when  the  curse  of  being  /iueni  speakers^ 
>thing  else,  has  fallen  on  them  and  on  their 
loe.  Nevertheless,  that  fluency — the  being 
laily  to  express  his  thoughts  in  correct  words 
I  essential  to  a  q)eaker  as  drawing  to  a  painter. 
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but,  on  the  ocntitij,  oourCing  ditcuarion  on 
alfjeotiy  peili^Ni  without  much  regard  to  Vheir 
Ut  importanee ;  as  If  reaeoniiig  were  his  natu- 
lament,  in  which  his  great  fhoulties  moved  the 

freely.  An  admirable  jndgey  but  liimsdf 
sled  to  reasoning  upon  genera]  principles,  the 
Mr.  Dumont,  used  to  express  his  surprise  at 
love  of  minute  discussion,  of  argumentation 
I  trifling  subjects,  wldch  this  great  man  often 
'ed*  But  the  cause  was  dea  ;  argument  lie 
;  have;  and  as  his  studies,  exoqpt  upon  his* 
al  and  classical  points,  had  been  extremely 
ned,  when  matters  of  a  political  or  critical 

were  not  on  the  carpet,  he  took  whatever 
lary  matter  came  uppermost,  and  made  it  the 
)ct  of  discussion.  To  this  circumstance  may 
dded  his  playful  good-nature,  which  partook, 
Ir.  Gibbon  observed,  of  the  simplicity  of  a 
1 ;  making  him  little  &stidious  and  easily  in- 
ited  and  amused. 

aving  premised  all  these  qualifications,  it  must 
be  added,  that  Mr.  Fox's  eloquence  was  of  a 
which,  to  comprehend,  you  must  have  heard 
elf.  When  he  got  fiurly  into  his  subject,  was 
tfly  warmed  with  it,  he  poured  forth  words 
periods  of  fire  that  smote  you,  and  deprived 
of  all  power  to  reflect  and  rescue  yourself, 
ft  he  went  on  to  seize  the  &culties  of  the 
ler,  and  carry  them  captive  along  with  him 


ATESUEN  OF  TIMK  Or  GKOHfi 

vhilheraoever  he  niglit  pUttM  lo  nah. . 
rtdiciiJous  to  doubt  that  lie  mts  a  ftr  < 
sorter,  a  maeli  more  BrguinentatiT«  spM 
I}em«BtheiK« ;  bs  much  more  so  na  Om 
would  perhaps  hare  beeu  thuD  Fox  had  Im| 
ill  our  lime?,  ami  hnd  lo  address  an  EngltaA  fl 
of  Commons.     For  it  is  the  kindred  mistake  OT 
vrhu  fenry  that   the   two  were  like   euch  ( 
imagine  that  the  Grecian's  oratioua  are  Im 
of  nttiocination,  like  Sir  Williuu  Omit 
ments,  or  Euclid's  demonstrxlioas.     Tlnyi 
1u  tlie  point ;  tliey  are  fiiU  of  impraesiTa  fli 
Ihey  abound  in  espositions  of  Ihe  ailreiB 
eODsistency  ;  they  are  loaded  irith  bitl«r  it 
the)'  net-cr  lose  stglii  of  the  subject  i  i 
never  quit  hold  of  liio  hearer,  by  the  aM 
peals  tliej- make  to  his  strongest  feelii^ 
ftvourite  tecollections :    to  the  heart,  a 
quick  and  immeiliale  sense  of  im  uinimtM 
are  always  odilre^tH),  and  fiiid  their  «aj 
by  the  shortest  and  fnrei^t   n>ad  ;  but  to  t 
to   the  calm  ainl  sober  .jndfftnent,  m»  p 
argnnientation,  they  nrauredly  ar«  tml  ■■ 
But  Mr.  Fos,  ns  he  went  alon;,  Mid  eip 
nmiitT,   and  made  inconfislent  argumud 
and  loiil  bare  shufflins^  or  hypocrisy,  and  ti 
down  u]K>n  meannecss,  or  upon  cruelly,  or 


opprMMon, 


I  pitiief^  ; 


of  the  I 


tnreeiiTe,  was  erer  for^ng  also    the  ] 


MM^^MiK^  887 

iy;i8  no  weapon  pf  argument  wWk  this 
lor  more  bappily  or  jnore  i«C|aent)y 
ban  wit,— the  wit. which  expoaet  to  zidi- 
abeuidity  or  inoonsistoaey  of  MXi  adveve 
It  has  been  said  of  hho^  we  beUeye  ij 
^,*  that  he  was  the  wittiest  speaker  of  his 
id  they  were  the  times  of  Sheridan  and  of 
t.  This  was  Mr.  Cijg9nii|g;'s  opinion^ .  and 
10  Mr.  Pitt's.  There  was  nothing  more 
Mr.  Pitt's  saroasm,  nothing  so  vexatious 
inning's  light  and  galling  raillery,  as  the 
and  piercing  wit  with  which  Mr.  Fox  so 
rrupted,  but  always  supported,  the  heavy 
)f  his  argumentative  declamation. 

fuit  satius,  tristcs  Amaryllidis  iras. 
superba  pati  fasUdia  ?    Noane,  M«D«letn  ?" 

ate  he  had  that  ready  discernment  of  an 
's  weakness,  and  the  advantage  to  be 
it,  which  is,  in  the  war  of  words,  what  the 
(7  of  a  practised  general  is  in  the  field, 
iver  best  in  reply:  his  opening  speeches 
lost  always   unsuccessful:    the    one    in 

ke  *  Quarterly  Keview'  fbr  Otboi^T,  1810. 
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1S05,  upon  tho  Catlialit!  Qiientioo,  wm  k  g 
ception  i  and  tlin  prcviouit  mediUtion  upOD 
having  bcuril  Lord  GrenviUe'H  aIiIw  oponinrf 
tuuie  <|ueiitIoii  lii  tlie  Houae  bf  Lonli,  gs 
,   mucli  fttixicty :  hu  fult  cxcimlingly  turvotu 
the  common  csprcMion.     It  wim  a  nobl*  pi 
aiico,  Instinct  with  mnirA  principle ;  full  ol 
Aud  striking  views  of  policy  i  abounding  ti 
n&ntmouB  appealx  to  justice ;  and  bold  usen 
right,  In  one  passage  touching  and  pathetl 
iliwcriptiori  of  a  CcLtliolic  solilittr**  r«elings 
vlowing  8onio  Held  where  ho  had  nhared  thot 
of  ttiH  fight,  ynt  repirie<l  lo  lliink  that  hi 
never  taste  the  glories  of  cDmniand.     His  { 
apeechea  were  thiwQ  in  1791,  on  the  Runiu 
ment,  on  Parllaniecitary  Iteform  In  1797,  i 
thflroncwalof  thcwar  in  1803.    The  Usth« 
prtifernid  lo  all  the  olhrra;  and  it  hod  I 
vantage,  if  it  bo  nut,  however,  in  anoth 
tlie  advantage'  of  coming  af)or  tho  flneat  . 
tixcopting  that  on  the  Hiavr-trade,  tivor  < 
by  his  great  antagonist.     But  there  ar«  pi 
the  earlier  speeches, — |iarticularly  tho  fier 
upon  liurd  Auckland  in  the  Russian  spc 
tho  ImpniMive  and  vrlipinont  summary  of  a 
ings  anil  our  micguviirnment  in  tlie  Kafonn , 

*  To  B  great  ipmkcr,  it  ii  sIwbji  *d  adfantag* 
'  a  poverfUl  sdvnTMrr.  Tht  sudivucv  U  prepaiad  I 
I    Uoo,  usy,  BTcn  fecli »  enving  f>>r  sane  tmintt. 


A  it  WQi   1        b  em  in  the 

ohofldOv    s^txM  theii       orityoftheftub- 
die  tfeodk  viptm  the  Scrutiny  in 

Imigfatperfaipsbej       f  ittliel       of 

lalL    ThesoipABtii     ii  of  the  qi       on 

he  speaker  himadf ;  i  n       i  ]     ^ 

n  its  details  possesi      by  his  au  which 

e  it  sufficient  to  alii  to  matters  and  not  to 
I  Ihem  ;*  the  undeniably  strong  grounds  of 
9k  whidi  he  had  against  his  adversary;  all 
pire  to  make  this  great  oration  as  animated 
energetic  throughout,  as  it  is  perfiictly  ftlidt- 
both  in  the  choice  of  topics  and  the  handling 
lem.  A  fortunate  cry  of  **  Order^*  which  he 
f  raised  in  the  very  exordium,  by  affirming 
**  &r  from  expecting  any  indulgence,  he  could 
cely  hope  for  bare  justice  from  the  House/' 
>  him  occasion  for  dwelling  on  this  topic,  and 
sing  U  home  with  additional  illustration ;  till 
redoubled  blows  and  repeated  bursts  of  extem- 
ineous  declamation  almost  overpowered  the 
ence,  while  they  wholly  bore  down  all  further 
miption,  A  similar  effect  is  said  to  have  been 
luced  by  Mr.  (now  Lord)  Plunket,  in  the 
li  House  of  Commons,  upon  some  one  calling 

This  is  one  main  oaose  of  the  conoiseneM  and  rapidity 
e  Greek  orations ;  they  were  all  on  a  frw  simple  topics 
Highly  known  to  the  whole  andienoe.  Much  of  their 
alty  comes  also  from  thb  source. 

Ld 
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V  duwii  his  vonls. 

(•unsuiiuuttii!  orator,  "  uul  yoa  dioll  lw«« 

tiling  Biure  to  take  down  ;"  oail  tiieit  SMm 

,  Uk  most  velitnuinl  anil  ind^niuit 

l.tion  of  the  wrot^^  wliidi  bis  country  had  aa 

d  still  to  endure. 

il  of  llie  external  qunlities  oti 
I  was  certainly  dt^ficienl.  beijig  of  Jto  u 
'  -person,  without  any  grace  of  action,  with  a< 
lilUe  eompase,  aiHl    which,  when  preaed 
vehemence  of  his  speech,  b«came  shrill  «lai 
or  squeak ;  yet  all  this  was  absolutely  fei 
he  moment  when  tlte  I 
e  of  the  tindertoues  of  h 
;  and  there  was  evm  in  the  shrill  vai 
I  which  he  ulteretl   when  at   the 
d  [ntch,  a  pon'er  tjiat  thrilled  the 
His  pronuDCiaiion  of 
•in^larly  beautiful,  uid  his  use  of  it 
aste  lo  Mverrity.     As  lie  rejerted, 
a  of  his  taste,  all  vici 
noat  sparing,  indeed,   in  tl;c  use  of  figures 
I,  in  Ills  choice  of  words,  he  justly  sltuniied 
Idiom,  or  words  borrowed,  wJiettrarfrom  tite 
r  modem  langtiui^i  ami  aifected  the  pnrvl 
!,  tlie  resources  of  which  are  uaknown 
iny  who  use  it,  both  iu  writing  and  tn 


If  from  Iheo 


281 


111 

imire  tkeifttll 

Miteknti 
kkn,  wlrile  yet  ft  I 


to  lamtttt,  whether 

orhiepublic;  but 

1         are  excuses  to 

tor      ve  the  censurei 

of  r     et      ire  and  alone. 

e  of  a      I     )  from  whom  he 

ily,  but  little  prineiplei 

I  in  the  possession  of  pe- 

cannot  safely  be-  trusted  to 


advanoed  stag     of  youth ;  and  the  dissipated 

•f  the  times  drew  him,  before  the  age  of 

I5  Into  the.whirlpool  of  fiwhionaUe  excess. 

Ihe-eooqiaratively  correct  age  in  which  our  lot 

it  woald  be  almost  as  unjust  to  q>ply  our 

^"•Mire  severe  standard  to  him  and  his  associates,  as 

it  would  have  been  for  the  Ludlows  and  Hutcliinrton^ 

'if  the  seventeenth  century,  in  writing  a  hintory  of 

<the  Roman  empire,  to  denounce  the  immoralities  of 

^Volius  Caesar.     Nor  let  it  be  forgotten,  tliat  the 

M>ble  heart  and  sweet  disposition  of  this  grc^at  mati 

•yasscd   unscathed  through   an  ordeal   which,    in 

alnost  every  other  instance,  is  found  to  deaden  all 

ike  kindly  and  generous  affections.      A  life  of 

'§Mnbling,  and  intrigue,  and  faction,  left  tlic  nature 

of  CbarlcB  Fox  as  little  tainted  witli  selfitthiieiw  or 

idsehood,  and  his  heart  as  little  hardened,  an  if  he 

ksd  lived  and  died  in  a  &rm-house  ;  or  rather  as  if 

he  bad  not  outlived  hb  childbh  years. 

The  historian  Of  a  character  so  attractive,  the 


MB      BTATEBHKK  OF  TIME  OfVIBII 

tofter  features  of  which  present  a  tare 
the  accustomed  harshoess  of  politioi 
templed  to  extend  the  same  indulgence, 
the  errors  of  the  statesman  to  the  Bccit 
poeition,  or  the  less  lofly  tone  of  prin 
distinguished  the  earlier  period  of  his 
while  his  principles  of  conduct  were  C 
ripening-.  The  great  party,  too,  whicl 
led  with  matchless  persoual  inUueuce,  v 
catch  at  such  a  means  of  defence ;  but 
same  measure  of  justice  or  of  mercy  mu 
cut  to  the  public  conduct  of  Mr.  Pit 
rival,  there  would  be  little  gain  to  par 
that  sacrifice  of  principle  which  would 
(0  such  unworthy  conceasiona.  It  b  ol 
gerous  example,  of  mo^t  corrupting  ten 
to  let  the  fiiults  of  statcsmeo  pass  unc< 
to  treat  the  errors  or  the  crimes  which 
interests  of  millions  with  the  same  ind 
wards  human  frailty  which  we  may,  in 
of  charily,  show  towards  the  more  vi 
gressions  that  only  hurt  an  individual ; 
monly  only  the  wrong-doer  Eiimself.  ( 
it  must  be  said,  that  wliilst  his  polilica 
were  formed  upon  Ihe  true  model  of 
School,  aud  led  him,  when  combined  < 
Ntion  as  opposing  the  government's  i 
oppressive  policy,  to  defend  the  liberty  i 
and  support  the  cause  of  peace  both  in 
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XnMli  ^  I  ;  Im  c  atly  modified  these  prin- 
flfimf  aeooarding  to  I  ywn  nation  and  ciroum- 
ihlMM  as  a  putf  ol  :  ]  Jd  the  ambition  of 
Ha  fluui  and  the  int  it  of  1  followers  the  go- 
uming  rule  of  hii  eond  The  charge  is  a 

|nnre  one;  but  unl     pilyt  m  fully  bear  it 

tat     Because  Lorl  gained  the 

Ing^a  eari  by  an  int       )  |        ]y>  but  then  Lord 

■ftelhame  nerer  had  pre       ed  to  be  a  follower  of 

lEr.  Fox,  the  latter  fon    d  a  coalition  with  Lord 

^ITorth,  whose  person  and  whose  policy  he  had  spent 

lis  whole  life  in  decrying;  whose  mi^vernment 

.tf  Amarica  had  been  the  cause  of  nearly  destroying 

'fte  empire ;  and  whose  whole  principles  were  tlie 

Tery  reverse  of  his  own.  The  ground  taken  by  this 

coalition  on  which  to  subvert  the  governmetit  of 

lord  Shelbume  and  Mr.  Pitt,  was,  tlieir  having 

ttade  a  peace  favourable  to  England  beyond  wliat 

|00uld  have  been  expected,  after  the  state  to  wliicli 

i£ord  North's  maladministration  liad  reduced  her ; 

thehr  liaving,  among  other  things,  given  tiio  new 

American  States  too  large  concessions;  and  tiieir 

^liaving  made  inadequate  provision  for  the  security 

and  indemnity  of  the  American  loyalists.    On  such 

-%round  they,  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  North,  succeeded 

'la  overturning  the  ministry,  and  took  their  places ; 

rhich  they  licld  for  a  few  months,  when  the  King 
vKsmissc  them,  amidst  the  all  but  universal  joy  of 
ihe  country ;  men  of  all  ranks,  and  parties,  and 


I,  joining  in  one  feeling  of  disguA  at  the 
i  (jropetiKitieB  in  wliioh  the  iinnftturnl  alUl 
a  hegulliii ;  ami  apprtlicmding  frotu  it, 
nibei'force  remarked,  '■  a  progeny  jitwnped  n 
Rlke  fralures  of  botli  parents,  the  viuleiiec  of  tt 
■puty,  and  the  corruption  of  the   other." 
VgnLUcI  error  raised  tim  Tories  and  Mr.  Pitt  to  tl 

■  power  which,  daring  tJidr  lung  unii  umlisUuU 
,   tliiiy  enjoyed,  notwithslaiiding  oU  ttar  U 

paralleled  difHculiies  of  tlie  tiincs,  and  fu  i 

so  many  failures  in  all  the  military  enter 

tbetnsclves  and  of  their  foreign  allies.     Thv  a 

k  ,wl  quarrel  with  Mr.  I'itl  was  an  i-rror  p 

I'JftoDi  the  same  evil  source.     Ills  early  but  i 

1  molts  had  been  amply  liisplayud ;  hefaadai 

■  gai"^  ^  influence  in  I'arliament  and  tbs  oo 
kpBttly  from  hereditarj-,  jwrtly  from  persanal  ^ 
C'Utles,  second  only  to  that  of  Mr.  Fox  ; 
I  oharacter  was  wholly  untarnished;    hie 
I  were  the  same  with  those  of  tlie  Wliigs;  i 
L  tiobly  fonght  witli  tiiem  tlie  battle  which  dea 

B  Korth  udniinistratioii.     Yel  no  flret-rat* 

I  oould  be  found  to  offer  liim ;  although  Ibv 

I  Had  onoe  and  again  declared  a  boundleat  t 

a  of  liis  genius,  and  an  unlimited  oonMt 

I  his  olioraoter.     Lord  Jcilin  Cavendish,  of  u 

lous  Whig  house  by  liiiflt,  hut  himH<lf  od( 

InuM  ottacuro  of  mnnkJuii,    must   nccda   bs 

Ohaiicellar  of  the  Exchequer  ;  Mr.  l^tt  «■» 
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CiOffdCha  amuit^viit  tibntfey 

ipolkn  reputaddn,  and  hewat  thus  not 
withoat  a  sacrifice  of  penonal  hommr; 
eJIy  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  terring  their  oom^ 
try.  How  much  miierj  and  miicfaief 
world  have  been  spared  had  the  Roek^ 
Inistry  preferred  Mr.  Pitt  to  Lord' John 
and  made  the  union  between  him  and 
perpetual !  We  shall  presently  see  that 
i}  uoot  as  great  in  itself,  though  in  its 
)es  far  iVom  being  so  disMtrooSi  was 
committed  by  Mr.  Pitt  himsdf. 
erval  between  the  American  and  the 
iVB  was  passed  by  Mr.  Vox  in  opposing 
vas  proposed  by  his  antagonist ;  with  the 
3ptton  of  tho  measures  for  restoring  the 
r's  authority  in  1787.  His  hearty  admi- 
tho  French  llevolution  is  well  known ; 
ifl  unqualified  by  any  of  the  profound 
ious  forebodings  of  Mr.  Burke,  excited 
:ru8t  of  vast  and  sudden  changes  among 
wholly  unprepared ;  and  which  seems 
rwards  to  liave  been  diminbhed  by  the 
fact  of  a  minority  having  obtained  the 
l>eing  compelled  to  make  up,  with  the 
of  terror,  for  the  essential  want  of  sup*, 
g  the  people  at  large.  The  separation 
tocratic  supporters,  and  the  unfortunate' 
ich  it  led,  left  him  to  struggle  for  peace 


I  anil  tho  CiinHtitiitii>n,  witli  a  smtill  but  utinii] 
\'  of  nublv-niinileU  assuciutfis ;  and  their  imrfii 
0  riglils  of  tlie  people  during  the  dismal  pe 
P.  alarm  whicli  elapsed  from  1793  to  1801,  nb 
f  heaVutg  inHuence  of  the  Addington  Gov«t 
Ji  applied  to  our  imtioiial  wounds,  ctiniiut 
highly  extolled.  The  Whigs  lhu§  regaine 
ODofldeiioe  of  the  natimi,  which  their  Coalitt 
years  before  seemed  lo  have  forfeited  for 
I  The  new  junction  with  ihe  Grenville  party  il 
I  was  liable  to  none  uf  tiie  same  objeclionB; 
I  founded  oa  cnninian  prineijilea ;  and  it  bol 
I  noured  it«  autliorc  and  served  tlie  State.  Uuf 
I  upon  Mr.  Pitt's  death,  Mr.  Fox  again  1 
I  poss«sH!d  (if  power,  we  tinrl  him  widely  dt 
I  from  the  Ittader  of  a  hopeless  tluingh  higli-f 
I  pled  Opposition  to  the  Conrt  orOeurgu  III 
I  oonaented  to  take  oflice  without  making  any 
I  latiou  with  llie  King  on  behalf  of  Ihe  Cuthol 
I  grave  neglect,  which  afterwards  i 
I  Whig  Government;  and  if  it  bo  mid  Uu 
I  Mcrlficu  irus  made  to  obtain  the  greater  v'bi 
t  peace  with  Franee,  llien  it  mimt  bt*  added  I 
ifl  slack  indeed  in  his  puTsuil  of  lliat  great  I 
I  Be  allowed  the  odious  income-lax  tv  be  I 
I  doubled,  aflcr  being  driven,  one  by  one, 
Ktax««  prupoKcd;  and  proponed  on  thn  vny 
Ffsjnciples  ever  dreamt  of  by  financiers. 


the  unprincipled  arrangement  for  making 
d  Chief  Justice  of  England  a  politician,  by 
him  in  the  Cabinet.  He  joined  as  heartily 
ioe  in  the  fervour  of  loyal  eDthusiu^m  for 
loverian  possessions  of  the  Crown.  On  one 
ibject  his  sen;  a  of  right,  no  less  than  hia 
nd  humane  feelings,  kept  him  invariably 

the  great  principles  of  Justice  as  well  as 
His  attachment  vas  unceasing,   and  hia 

invalu^ihle,  to  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
which  hia  last  accession  to  office  certainly 
lied  by  several  years.     For  tliis,  and  for  hb 

of  I^rd  Erakine  in  his  amendment  of  the 

Libel,  the  lasiia^  gratitude  of  his  country 
mankind  is  dne  ;  and  lo  the  memory  of  so 
nd  so  amiable  a  man  it  is  a  tribute  which 
er  be  clieerfuUy  paid.  But  to  appreciate 
ititude  which  England  owes  him,  we  must 
ot  to  his  ministerial  life ;  we  must  recur  to 
ly  {;lorious  career  as  leader  of  the  patriot 

hich,  during  the  almost  hopeless  stru^^e 
r93  to  1801,  upheld  the  cause  of  afflicted 
I.  If  to  the  genius  and  the  courage  of 
!  we  may  justly  be  said  to  owe  the  escape 
roscription  and  from  arbitrary  power,  Fox 
next  to  him  as  the  preserver  of  that  sacred 
liberty  which  they  saved  to  blaze  forth  in 
'  times.      Not  could  even  Erakine  bar* 
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I  he  dill,    had  not  the  paity  1 
c  so  oobly  led  persevered  iu  mainlttining  ■ 
~  boly  warfim,  aud  in  rallying  roimd  them  «■ 
was  left  of  the  old  Eog-Ibli  epirit  lo  reast  i 
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MR   PITT. 


K  circumstances  of  his  celebrated  antagonist's 
lation  were  as  different  from  his  own  as  could 
1  be  imagined.  It  was  not  merely  disparity  of 
rs  by  wliich  they  were  distinguished ;  all  the 
editary  prejudices  under  which  the  one  appeared 
i>re  the  country  were  as  unfavourable,  as  the 
possessions  derived  from  his  &ther*s  character 
I  renown  were  auspicious  to  the  entrance  of  the 
er  upon  the  theatre  of  public  affairs.  The  grief, 
eed,  was  yet  recent  which  the  people  liad  felt 
tlie  loss  of  Lord  Cliatliam's  genius,  so  proudly 
rering  above  all  party  views  and  personal  ties,  so 
irely  devoted  to  the  cause  of  his  principles  and 
patriotism — when  his  son  appeared  to  take  his 
tion,  and  contest  the  first  rank  in  the  popular 
Nation  with  the  son  of  him  whose  policy  and 

WOJs.  fl.  B 


» 


ifparU  linil  bcnii  Slink  iiitu  ubucurity  by  tin)  mpt 
'3iutre  i)f  liu  rivnl'*  cajxtcily  and  virtties. 
"ijbe  yiiung  «tate<iiiiui':i  own  lnl«DU  luul  i 
node  g'linl  tlio  vluiin  wliiuh  In*  liirlh  preTon 
^t  III)  uge  when  utlieni  are  but  i.-iileriog  upuu  ll 
jttudy  (if  aUio  tifl'aira  an<l  tlie  practice  of  ^ 
[4kecaiit«rinliniiintitrcpoUiidaii,iiliai«ti«ilo(«ta() 
even,  lu  if  liy  iiiHpimtiiiu,  uii  nccuuipluhecl  A 
Bia  know]  111 );«,  tuu,  waa  nut  i!oiiliii(!tl  to  lli«  «lndf 
•the  climes,  iliough  wiili  thcwiiu  wasrainUlarlyct 
^Terwnt ;  the  more  auvere  pontiiib  of  Oambridgt  bi 
■linparttHl  to  liini  boiiic  acquuiiituiK^u  with  tlie  »t 
Bdeiices  which  have  liad  Uicir  home  upon  ihuU 
{6f  tli«  tirmitiL  aince  Newton  inoHo  them  hia  « 
'W^  witi)  jiolitic'itl  philosophy  he  wa»  more  ihJ 
than  inuNt  Eii);lishnien  of  hi«  own  age,  11 
prepan'tl  hlmaelf,  too,  fur  lielng  called  tn  the  I 
if]  both  nttvniled  on  courts  of  Juatice  aiiit  freqiH 
the  \Vn>lern  Circuit,  ho  had  more  knowled^i 
likbiU  nf  businms  than  can  full  to  llio  oharo  of 
jroun^  patricians ; — tliu  iimturial  out  of  which  R 
^•tatoioncn  tire  fbr  the  iiio«t  part  faithlonMl  I 
iftHenilaiK^e  npon  ilcbiitcs  in  rarlimm-nt,  and  ai 
of  nHwttjMigx^ni  in  the  dubii.     Happy  had  he  nni 

rumuTMl  into  office  fW»n  the  proMVUl 
Btndiix  which  hU  rapid  p)lilical  sncccH  bro 
never  (o  bg  rMUined  I   For  the  leadlnj^deflM 
lif«,  which  la  »cen  througii  nil  his  meunra,  ■ 
lAloh  nut  «vmi  hia  great  cu|VK!ily  and  into 
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Mmld  mipplj,  WM  an  ignonmce  of  the  prin- 
ipon  whioh  laige  plant  are  to  beiVamed,  and 
to  be  at  onoe  glided  and  improved.  Am 
I  he  entered  upon  official  duties,  hi»  time 
the  mercy  of  every  one  who  had  a  claim  to 
a  grievance  to  complain  of,  or  a  nostrum  to 
id ;  nor  could  the  hoars  of  whioh  the  day 
suffice  at  once  to  give  all  these  their  an* 
to  transact  the  routine  business  of  his  sta- 
>  direct  or  to  coonteraot  the  intrigues  iji 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  learn  all  that  hie 
transplanting  from  the  study  to  the  Cabinet, 
n  the  Bar  to  the  Senate,  had  of  necessity  left 
t.* 

I  hence,  and  fVom  the  temptation  always 
I  in  times  of  difficulty  to  avoid  as  much  as 
I  all  unnecessary  embarrassments  and  all 
)t  forced  upon  him,  arose  the  peculiarity 
narks  his  story,  and  marks  it  in  a  way  not 
tful  to  his  own  renown,  through  after  ages, 
afortunate  for  his  country.  With  more 
than  any  minister  ever  possessed — with  an 
ion  which  rather  was  a  help  than  a  hin- 
to  him  during  the  greater  part  of  his  rule— 
friendly  Court,  an  obsequious  Parliament,  a 
g  people^  he  held  the  supreme  place  in  the 

m  the  ooDTenadon  ones  rolled  upon  the  quality 
aired  hi  a  prime  ndnister,  Mr.  Pitt  said,  •^Vr- 
is  that  quality." 

B  2 


iTteMEH  or  TIME  OF  QEOItaBa 


pvlilic  counniU  for  maiiy  years,  antf,  < 
(Jtiulnwitlilnilaiid,  wltioh  v/a»  forced  apod  him 
a  rebellion,  and  wliich  was  both  corruptly  &nd  fl 
parfectly  CArrird,  no  n»  to  pnxluce  the  rnnalloA  pi 
aible  bt^iiefit  to  ettlicr  country,  ha  hns  mil 
'  ttngle  uinuure  behind  him  fur  which  the  ci 
Dltyt  whose  deatiiiies  iio  »o  long  Rwnyed,  h 
t«aMin  til  reaprct  Ids  meniiiry ;  wIiUk,  by  wvitll 
Inuiicss,  he  wtis  tliit  cause  of  an  itiipolicy  aud  ■ 
Invagance.  the  eflecu  of  which  are  yet  felt,  and  ■ 
Dppriwi  lis  beyond  the  life  of  the  young«t  now  a] 
It  u  oHsurudly  not  to  Mr.  Pitt's  «inkii)g-4| 
^t  wu  alJudfl,  OS  sliowiiig  his  defective  polit 
ROiirrm ;  tliat  sctieiue,  now  exploded,  after  b 
fnduuUy  |^ven  up  by  nil  adepts  in  th«  aciwoJ 
uioe,  was  for  many  yeuni  their  favourit«;i 
a  lio  in  this  particular  be  so  Justly  chnrg 
•  well  inny  in  all  the  re§t  of  hiu  measuret,  t 
«ver  having  gone  before  hie  ago,  and  not  aid 
dog  upon  a  level  with  tlio  wiwioin  of  I 
iOMa,     Vet  may  ft  be  confessed  timt,  his  I 
dminintmlioti  being  the  main  feature  In  hi*  bflb 
^^  Utory,  oil  hu  other  plans  are  ulluwod  tohavatj 
Ulures  at  the  time;  and  this,  thii  only  exoc 
{an  to  be  questioned  before  his  decease,  ai 

I  abandoned.*     Keither  should  we  ^ 

•  Itwu  Dr.  Pricv-s  Ptan;  ruU  tiv  cnrnplUnaa  ft 
•1)w  throe  sdicTDM  prnpotcd  by  Iiim,  Mr.  Pill  bad  • ' 


■     •  N 
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vhlj  the  entire  change  of  his  opinions  upon  the 
mt  question  of  Reform ;  albeit  the  question  with 
ich  his  claims  to  public  &vour  ocmimenced,  and 
his  support  of  which  his  early  popularity  and 
irer  were  almost  wholly  grounded.  But  the 
ce  must  be  admitted,  of  the  defence  urged  for 

conversion,  that  the  alarms  raised  in  the  most 
looting  minds  by  the  French  Revolution,  and  its 
l^te  excitement  among  ourselves,  justified  a  re« 
isideration  of  the  Opinions  originally  entertained 
on  our  Parliamentary  system,  and  might  induce 

honest  alteration  of  them.  But  that  any  such 
Bsiderations  could  ever  justify  him  in  lending 
nself  to  the  persecution  of  his  former  associates 
that  cause,  may  be  peremptorily  denied ;  and  in 
I  of  this  denial,  it  may  be  asked,  what  would  have 
en  said  of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  the  other  aboli- 
nists,  had  they,  on  account  of  some  dreadful  de- 
ation  of  our  colonies  by  negro  insurrection,  sud- 
tily  joined  in  proscribing  and  persecuting  all  who, 
er  they  themselves  had  left  the  cause,  should  have 
ntinued  to  devote  their  efforts  to  its  promotion  ? 
it  the  main  charge  against  Mr.  Pitt  is  his  having 
fcred  himself  to  be  led  away  by  the  alarms  of  the 
•urt,  and  the  zeal  of  his  new  allies,  the  Burke  and 
iudham  party,  from  the  ardent  love  of  peace 
lich  ho  professed  and  undoubtedly  felt,  to  the 
i;er  support  of  the  war  against  France,  which 
ght  well  'have  been  avoided  had  he  but  stood 


The  deplorable  consequences  of  tliia  i 
I  his  coiKluct  are  too  well  known  :  tiiey  urg^ 

sensibly  felt.     But  are  the  motives  of  it  whoUj 

free  from  auBpicton?     Cui  btmof  was  t.Iie  qinbii'i 

put  by  the  Itoman  lawyer  when  the  ]>priion  rwi!' 

^^■uilty  of  any  act  was  sought  for.     "  Whom  dfiw  ;. 

^^■^(it?" — A  similar  question  may  often  be  p' 

^^Blthftut  any  want  of  charity,  when  we  are  in  i)ijf 

^^Hfthe  motives  which  prompted  a  doubtful  or  'i.>' 

^^Blctoua  course  of  action,  proveii  by  expciii-ncv  ' 

^^Hftve  boen  disastrous  to  the  world.     I'hat,  of  tL 

^^^Siief  of  a  party,  Mr.  Pitt  was  incalculably  a 

by  the  event  which,  for  a  while,  weH-iitgh  I 

lated  [he  Opposition  to  hii  Ministry,  and  leftl 

^^^ppcsitioii  crippled  as  long  as  fiie  war  las 

^^htaii  caii  doubt     That,  independent  of  ils  brs 

^^^K>  the  Whi^  party,  the  war  gave  their  and 

^^Enst  a  constant  lever  wherewithal  to  r 

both  parliament  and  people,  as  long  t 

of  war  could  be  obtained  &om  tlie  resource*  t^ 

cmmliy,  13  at  least  as  unquestionable  a  tact. 

Bill  that  he  very  soon  opened  his  eyes  ta  tbe^ 
trons  effects  of  tlie  war  is  certnin.     The  vIoT 
Mill  misrepresentations  uf  party  long  cadcc 
truth,  and  Iffl  men  to  doubt  uhether  o 
(  WniBter  was  desirous  of  a  peace  which  »\im 
!  pm-iperity  to  his  own  country  am)  i 
^uuds   lo   the  wide-spreading   uoiiqueat*   1 
t  was  even  very  confideutly  affim 
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ibrgiving  towards  Mr.  Wilberfbrce,  who 
brward  a  motion  nHiich  it  was  alleged — 
ragh  confidently  alleged — ^fbreed  him  re- 
into  a  negotiation  with  France.  The 
le  contradiction  of  these  fkctioiu  slanders 
leen  given  to  the  world  by  Lord  Malmes- 
blication  of  his  grand&ther's  papers—^ 
n  which  I  am  very  far  from  approving 
sarts,  but  which  bears  the  most  hononr- 
mony  to  Mr.  Pitt's  condoet  in  many 
particulars.  No  one  can  rise  from  'a 
f  the  ambassador's  ^  Diary  and  Corre- 
)'  without  feeling  at  once  how  amiable  and 
le  Mr.  Pitt  was  in  all  the  relations  of 
^e,  and  how  sincerely  desirous  he  was  of 
eace  with  the  Executive  Directory,  almost 
*ice.  The  falsehoods  caused  by  factious 
,  and  believed  by  the  blindness  of  dupes, 
eived  a  more  complete  exposure. 
y  indeed  well  have  felt  conscious  that  to 
ver  the  war  was  not  his  natural  vocation, 
net  in  it  betrayed  no  extent  of  views,  no 
ing  notions  of  policy.  Anything  more 
•lace  can  hardly  be  imagined.  To  form 
tion  afler  another  in  Germany,  and  sub- 
}  allies  with  millions  of  free  gift,  or  aid 
h  profuse  loans,  until  all  the  powers  in 
verc  defeated  in  succession,  and  most  of 
er  destroyed  or  converted  into  tools  of  the 
«uch  were  all  the  resources  of  his  di 


matte  skill.  To  sliun  any  efft'chial  co 
tlie  enemy,  wliile  lie  wasiej  our  militu,] 
pelty  expeditions ;  to  occupy  forts,  m 
colonies,  which,  if  Frauce  prcYaUed  i 
were  useless  acquisitions,  only  increasing 
of  ttie  siave-traile,  and  CArrying  abroai 
capita],  and  which,  if  France  were  bea 
ro[>e,  would  all  of  themaelvea  fiill  iuto  gi 
eiicli  was  tlie  whole  scheme  of  his  war) 
The  operations  of  our  navy,  whiuh  were  i 
as  a  matter  of  course,  and  would  have 
formed,  and  nuist  have  led  to  our  bril 
time  successes,  whoever  was  llie  rain 
whether  or  not  there  was  any  niinisler  . 
b^  added  to  the  itcf  Aimt ;  but  tui  h&ve 
influence  upon  tlie  estimate  to  be  fan 
bdUg;erent  administration.  ^Vhen,  afl 
culpable  refusal  to  treat  with  Napoleon 
the  work  of  his  associates,  and  ctiiufly  c 
ning;  school — a  refusal  g;rounde<l  on  I 
hope  of  the  newly-gotten  Consular  pi 
soon  overthrown,  lie  fotnid  it  impossible 
to  continue  the  ruinous  expenditure  of  I 
rettrtHl,  placing;  in  liis  otfico  a  friend,  wit 
quarrellcHl  fur  refusing  to  retire  when  h 
den.*  Itiit  the  ostensible  ground  of  hi* 
W(u  the  King'^  bigoted  refusal  to  einat 

"  I-ord  Miil!ntBbnr)''B  Pipers  tliow,  in  ■  vor] 

wniiQcr.  how  extrumely  n.-luotiint  Mr,  TiB  ir«»i 

r.  AddingMD  ^sce  infra,  Caauiagj. 
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ihcathoU  N<  I  xmldbaTe  more  redounded 
liU  glorj  Uian  Uito.  But  he  reeumed  office  in 
04,  reliieed  to  mftLe  any  iUpalation  for  those  same 
IlioUoe,  and  always  opposed  thoie  who  urged  their 
ifansi  on  the  utterly  unconstitutional  ground  of  the 
■g^s  personal  pr^udiees;  a  ground  quite  as  solid  for 
aiding  to  that  monarch  in  1801  as  for  not  urging 
im  in  1804.  It  was  quite  as  discreditable  to  him 
pli  on  the  same  occasion,  after  pressing  Mr.  Fox 
fm  QBOTga  III.  as  an  accession  of  strength  neces- 
Iqribr  wdl  carrying  on  the  war,  he  agreed  to  take 
pse  without  any  such  accession^  rather  than  thwart 
bprnoDid  anUptthy,  the  <»prioioiui>e«,  the  de- 
pable  antipathy  of  that  narrow-minded  and  vin- 
ItiTe  prince  against  the  most  illustrious  of  his 
Injects.* 

^  It  If  a  singular  inttanoo  of  the  great  effeots  of  trivial 
Bsinstances  that  the  following  anecdote  has  been  pr- 
^ed: — Duriug  the  co-operation  of  all  parties  against  Mr. 
Uington's  Government  in  the  spring  of  1804,  Mr.  Pitt 
I  Mr.  C.  Long  were  one  night  passing  the  door  of 
Hoki's  Club-house  on  their  way  from  the  House  of  Com- 

Gt  when  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  not  been  there  since  the 
tion  of  1784,  said  he  had  a  great  mind  to  go  in  and 
|i  His  wary  f^end  said,  **  I  think  you  had  better  not/' 
il  turned  aside  the  well-oonoeiTed  intention.  When  we 
fiet  on  the  high  fUvour  Mr.  Pitt  then  was  in  with  the 
pigs,  and  consider  the  nature  of  Mr.  Fox  as  well  as  liis 
Kwe  can  have  little  doubt  of  the  cordial  friendship  which 

f\  a  night  would  have  cemented,  and  that  the  union  of  the 
puties  would  have  been  complete. 

Bd 


» 


iEs  OF  Ttxx  or  oeobohH 

Tli«se  are  heavy  chargee ;  but  I  Swr  ll 
to  be  lu^ed  agtuitst  the  oondtiet 
pereoti.  Ko  man  felt  more  stroa 
the  Bubject  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  I 
ami  b1!  who  heard  him  are  agreed  tluU  his 
agai tut  it  were  the  tiiiest  of  hi^  noble  oratioi 
dill  he  I'uutiuue  for  eighteen  years  uf  liis  life, 
ing  every  one  of  his  coUe^uea,  nay,  of  hi 
umlerlings  in  utBee,  to  vote  agaiust  the  q 
of  Abulitiou,  if  they  thought  fit ;  nieu,  %k 
inconsiderable  of  whom  doist  uo  marc 
thwarted  him  upon  any  of  the  more  iridiii 
Eures  of  his  guvemmeut,  thnn  tli^  dun 
tiiruit  their  heads  into  the  lire.  Even  the  ! 
slave-trade,  and  the  traffic  which  his  war 
had  trebled  by  the  captured  enemy's  ooIm 
fiaffered  to  grow  and  prosjier  under  the  fa 
influeoce  of  British  capital;  and  aiter  [etlii| 
and  years  glide  away,  and  hundreds  of  tin 
be  tom  fVom  their  own  country,  and  esc 
perpetual  misery  in  ours,  while  one  stroll* 
pen  could,  at  any  moment,  have  stopped  it  ft 
he  only  could  be  brought  to  issue,  a  ferw  1 
before  Ids  death,  the  Order  in  Council  wl 
length  destroyed  the  pestilence.  This  ia  - 
the  gravest  chai^  to  which  Mr.  Pitt's  mu 
e^osed. 

If  from  the  ststesman  we  turn  to  .he  oral 
DODtrast  is  indeed  marvellous.     He  is  to  be 
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it  any  doabt,  in  the  highest  cla«t.  With  a 
^  nae  of  ornament,  hardly  indulging  more  in 
9  or  even  in  figurative  ezpreflsion,  than  the 
evere  examples  of  ancient  chastenets  allowed 

I  little  variety  of  style,  hardly  any  of  the 
of  manner — he  no  sooner  rose  than  he  car- 
way  every  hearer,  and  kept  the  attention 
nd  unflagging  till  it  pleased  him  to  let  it  go ; 
en 

eharmiDg  left  his  voioe,  that  m,  awliils^ 

U  thought  him  speaking,  still  stood  fiz'd  to  hear/* 

!iagical  effect  was  produced  by  hit  onbroken 
vhich  never  for  a  moment  left  the  hearer  in 
r  doubt,  and  yet  was  not  the  mean  fluency  of 
relaxation,  requiring  no  ettbii  of  the  iqpeaker, 

iposing  on  the  listener  a  heavy  task  ;  by  his 
arrangement,  which  made  all  parts  of  the 
complicated  subject  quit  their  entanglement, 

II  each  into  its  place ;  by  the  clearness  of  his 
ents,  which  presented  at  once  a  picture  to 
ind ;  by  the  forcible  appeals  to       ict  reason 
rong  feeling,  which  formed  the  g      t 
discourse ;  by  the  majesty  of  tlie  dicti 

pth  and  fulness  of  the  most  sonorous 
le  unbending  dignity  of  the  manner,  ' 
eminded  us  that  we  were  in  the  pr 
than  an  mlvocate  or  debater — 
!  us  a  ruler  of  the  people.     Su 
the  effects  of  this  sing^ilar  < 


nV"     STATESMEN  OF  TIKE  OF  GEORGE  III. 

I   tiMf  were  as  certainly  produced  on  oidLiMiy 
sioos,  as  in  those  grander  displays  wben 
to  tiie  height  of  some  great  argument;  orii 
ill  vehement  invective  against  some  individt 
variegated  his  speech  with  that  sarcasm  ol 
he  was  so  great  a   master,  and  indeed  t 
sparing  an  employer ;  although  even  here 
uniform  and  consistent ;  nor  did  ajtythidgt 
mood  of  mind,  ever  drop  from  him  liiat 
suited  to  the  majestic  frame  of  the  whole,  of 
disturb  the  serenity  of  the  full  and  copioi 
rolled  along. 

But  if  such  was  the  unfailing  impre«sioo 
produced,  and  whiiih,  for  a.  season  absorbil 
bculties,  precluded  all  crilicism  ;  upon 
faults  and  imperfections  cerlainly  were 
There  prevailed  a  monoloriy  in  the  nialt< 
as  in  the  manner;   and  even  the  dcligbtflil 

'  which  so  long  prevented  this  from  beii^  : 
itself  almost  without  any  variety  of  lai 
things  were  said  nearly  in  the  same  way ;  i 
some  curious  machine,  periods  were  roum 
flung  off;  as  if,  in  Hke  moulds,  though  of. 
Rizes,  ideas  were  shaped  and  brought  « 
composition  was  correct  enough,  but  not  p 
fi'licJtous ;  his  English  was  sufficiently  pa 
out  Iwiug  at  all  racy,  or  various,  or  brillkl 
style  was,  by  Mr.  Windham,  callnl  "  n  MM 
style,"   in  ulliision  to  its  combined  dignity 
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Y  $  and  the  same  nice  observer^  referring  to  the 
imitly  skilful  way  in  which  he  balanced  his 
ises^  sailed  near  the  wind,  and  seemed  to  dis* 
9  much  whilst  he  kept  the  greater  part  of  his 
ning  to  himself,  declared  tlmt  <<  he  verily  be- 
3d  Mr.  Pitt  could  speak  a  King^s  speedi  off- 
i.''  His  declamation  was  admirable,  mingling 
\  and  clothing  the  argument,  as  to  be  good  for 
thing  declamation  always  must ;  and  no  more 
lable  from  the  reasoning  than  the  heat  is  from 
metal  in  a  stream  of  lava.  Yet,  with  all  this 
silence,  the  last  effect  of  the  highest  eloquence 

for  the  most  part  wanting ;  we  seldom  forgot 
speaker,  or  Tost  the  artist  in  the  work.  He 
earnest  enough ;  he  seemed  quite  sincere ;  he 
moved  himself  Its  he  would  move  us ;  we  even 
t  along  with  him,  and  forgot  ourselves;  but  we 
lly  forgot  him;  and  while  thrilled  with  the 

V  which  his  burning  words  diffused,  or  transfixed 
1  wonder  at  so  marvellous  a  display  of  skill,  we 
felt  that  it  was  admiration  of  a  consummate 
Jt  which  filled  us,  and  that  afler  all  we  were 
ent  at  an  exhibition  ;  gazing  upon  a  wonderful 
brmer  indeed,  but  still  a  performer. 

iTe  have  ventured  to  name  the  greatest  displays 
[r.  Fox's  oratory ;  and  it  is  fit  we  siiould  at- 
pt  as  much  by  his  illustrious  rival's.  The 
ch  on  the  war,  in  1803,  which,  by  an  accident 
befell  the  gallery,  was  never  rc|X)rted,  is  ge- 


'  nerally   supposed  to  have  excelled  all    tila 

I '  performances  in  vehement  and  spirit-stirring 

I  matiun  1  and  this  may  be  the  more  easily  b 

I  when  we  know  that:  Mr.  Fox,  in  bts  repl 

"  Tlie  orators  of  antiquity  troiild  iiave  adiuirl 

babty  would  have  envied  it."     Tlio  last  ha 

is  de»cril]ed  as  having  been  one  unbrohen 

of  the  must  majestic  declamation.    Oftliosea 

which  are  in  any  degree  preservej  (though 

3  remarked  that  the  cliaraclerititic8  now  i 

I*  liis  eloquence  show  how  much  dF  it  wu 

I  escape  even  tlie  fidlest   Iranscript  that  c 

given  of  the  words),  the  finest  iu  all  probl 

I  that  upon  the  peace  of  1783  and  thfl  O 

'  when  lie  so  happily  elnseil  h'la  magniflcent 

tion  by  ihFit  noble  yet  simple  tigtirc,  "  And 

inauspicioue  union  be  not  already  consumia 

lame  of  my  country  I  forbid  the  banna.' 

all  authorities  agree  in  placing  Ids  speech 

I   Slave  Traile,  in  1791 ,  before  any  other  e; 

,ts;  because  it  combined,  witli  themoet 

sioned  (Icelnnintiun,  the  ileepest  pathos,  tl 

lively  iniaginution,  and  the  closest  reuon 

!  it  from  Lord  Wullesley,  wlio  sat  bts 

on  this  mcmomblu  occasion,  tliat  ittt  el 

Mr.  Fox  n-cre  nianifest  dui'ing  the  whole  p 

the  delivery,  while   Mr.  Sheriilan  expm 

feelings  in  the  mast  hearty  and  ercin  pi 

terms;  niid  I  liavo  it  from  Mr.  Wlndliua 


MB.  PITT.  19 

one  lo9t  in  amazement  at  the  compass,  till 
own  to  him,  of  human  eloquence.  It  is 
brmer  source  of  information  that  I  derive 
lar  fact  of  tiie  orator's  health  at  the  time 
1  as  to  require  his  retirement  immediately 
rose,  in  order  to  take  a  medicine  required 
ig  the  violent  irritation  of  his  stomach. . 
however,  be  added,  that  he  was  from  the 
ihed  debater,  although  certainly  practice 
labit  of  command  had  given  him  more 
lickuess  in  perceiving  an  advantage  and 
liiuself  of  an  opening,  as  it  were,  in  the 
attic,  witli  the  skill  and  the  rapidity 
I  our  Wellington,  in  an  instant,  perceiv* 
•lumns  of  Marmont  somewhat  too  widely 

executed  the  movement  that  gave  him 
y  of  Salaiuanca,  So  did  Mr.  Pitt  over- 
great  antagonist  on  the  Regency,  and  iu 
r  coiiUicts.  It  may  be  further  observed^ 
r  was  any  kind  of  eloquence,  or  any  cast 

more  perfectly  suited  to  the  position  of 
le  Government  forces,  keeping  up  the 
his  followers  under  disaster,  encouiaging 
and  a  galling  adverse  fire,  above  all,  pre- 
hem  and  the  friendly  though  neutral 
'  the  audience,  with  reasons  or  with  plau- 
3xt8  for  giving  the  Government  that  sup- 
h  the  one  class  desired  to  give,  and  the 

no  disposition  to  withhold.     The  effects 


so 

which  bis  calm  and  dignified,  yet  earnest,  i 
produced  on  tbese  classes,  and  the  intpi 
wtiicli  it  left  on  their  minds,  have  been  adm 
|K)rtrayed  by  one  of  the  most  able  oraoDg 
and  with  liis  well-cliosen  words  this  imj 
sketch  of  so  great  a  subject  may  be  doa 
"  Every  part  of  his  speaking-,  in  sentiment,  i 
guage,  and  in  delivery,  evidently  bore  the  ttt 
his  character.  Ail  communicBlcd  a  defiuit 
vanecl  apprehension  of  the  qualities  of  s 
ness  without  bustle,  unlaboured  intrepidity 
severe  greatness."* 

Nothing  tliat  we  have  yet  saidoftltise 
dinary  person  has  touched  u]>on  his  priv&t 
racier,  unless  so  far  as  the  graver  faults  ( 
border  upon  the  vicM ' 
But  it  must  be  adn 
were  willing  to  confei 
ng3,  or  in  his  deliiiqiiendes,  1 
an,  paltry,  or  low.  His  failing* 
love  of  power  and  of  glory ; 


1  politician  must 
l&ulties  of  tlie 
r  what  evei 

on  his  iai 

iDotliing  n 
,' ascribed  i 

1  the  harshest  feature  that  disfigured  bim 
kpublic  eye.  We  doubt  if  iliis  eaii  all  b«  aab 
Iperfecl  justice;  still  more  that,  if  it  could 

nttslacloiy  defence  would  thus   be  iiia«I«L 

*  Quaiierig  Review,  AugaH.  1813. — Suppoced  \ji 
t  by  Mr.  J.  II.  Frerc,  but  avowudl;  bj  m  iotlm 
nil  friund.  I  h.ive  ucermined  it  to  be  tbe  worfc 
te  IaiiikhIhI  friend  Sir  Robert  Grant. 
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mlntioi  oumot  be  pronoonced  very  lofty  which 
allowed  that  place,  mere  high  station,  was  so  dear 
to  it  as  to  be  sooght  without  regard  to  its  just  con- 
rjQomitant,  power,  and  clang  by,  after  being  stript 
of  thia,  the  only  attribute  that  can  recommend  it 
noble  minds*  Tet  he  well  described  his  office 
^  the  pride  of  his  heart  and  the  pleasure  of  his 
when  boasting  that  he  had  sacrificed  it  to  his 
iis^  with  Ireland  at  the  Union ;  and  then, 
a*  very  short  period,  he  proved  that  the 
and  the  pride  were  &r  too  dearly  loved  to 
him  think  of  that  tie  when  he  again  grasped 
ly  wholly  crippled,  and  deprived  of  all  power 
carry  a  single  measure  of  importance.  Nor  can 
thirst  for  power  itself,  any  ambition,  be  it  of 
most  exalted  kind,  ever  justify  the  measures 
^hich  he  contrived  for  putting  to  death  those 
jr  coadjutors  of  his  own,  whose  leading  object 
reform;  even  if  they  had  overstep^jed  the 
ids  of  law,  in  the  pursuit  of  their  common 
>se.  His  conduct  on  the  slave-trade  falls 
lin  the  same  view;  and  leaves  a  dark  shade 
ting  upon  his  reputation  as  a  man,  a  shade 
ich,  God  be  praised,  few  would  take,  to  be  the 

of  orators  and  greatest  of  ministers. 

In  private  life  he  was  singularly  amiable ;  his 

its  were  naturally  buoyant  and  even  playful ; 

affections  warm;    his   veracity   scrupulously 

st ;  his  integrity  wholly  without  a  stain ;  and, 
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a  was,  from  his  gitiulion,  eut  tit 
llmmt  of  thu  relations  of  tlomestic  life,  us  a  • 
[  a  brutfaer  lie  was  perfect,  mkI  no  mnii  wai 

■  fundlj  beloved  or  more  eincerely  mournrt 
frieijds.* 

It  was  a  circumstance  broadly  ilislingoi^l 
parliamentary    position    of  the  two  gnat 
whom  we  have  been  nurveyiiig,  that  wbile  t 
had  to  Gglit  the  whole  battle  of  his  gofermn 
many  ye%rs,  the  first  and  most  anluous*of  hi 
if  Dot  single  handed,  yet  with  but  one  roodjc 
any  power,  tlie  other  was  surrounded  by  "■ 
of  friends,"  any  one  of  whom  might  well 
borne  the  foremost  i>art.     Against  sueh 
■  Eurke,  Windham,  Sheridan,  Nortli,  Erekine^' 
Barn-, — Mr.  Pilt  could  ouly  set  Mr.  DundM 
it  is  certaiTily  the  most  astonishing  part  of  li 
tory,  that  against  such  a  phalanx,  backed 
[   majority  of  the  Commons,  he  cmild  atnig 

I        *  T\k  story  lolil  of  bis  refueing  to  aarrj  Alada 

I    Necltcr  (nfterwBrds  Madame  ilc  Stai'l').  when  die  nu 

propostd  by  ibe  biber,  lesti  upon  n  troF  fbniuladoa : 

form  et  the  aosver.  "  That  he  wm  Dlrcady  marri* 

oonalc;."  has,  ualect  it  was  a  JcU,  which  is  Tar;  pM^ 

'    more  feondalioB  ihau  ihe  drnmatio  exit  dserilwd 

I  Hose  in  ihr  lleuge  of  ComnnmK,  when  hf  staled 

I  eounlfy"  to  havr  tMtu  his  laM  words— dwugb  It  ia 

I  thai,  l^r  many  hours,  he  ouly  utienal  incohcroal 

■  Such  thtugt  were  ton  [hcatrioal  for  so  graat  a  m 
I  Rio  Tiilgar  n  caste  (or  to  conaimimale  a  {leribnlMTp 
W  atoopeil  tu  piny  a  {lert  iu  encli 


the  first  session  of  his  administration, 
had  it  Qol  been  for  the  support  ft'hich  he 
both  from  tlie  Court  and  the  Lorda,  and 
People,  whowerejiwllyofl^ded  with  the 
.1  coalition  of  his  adversaries,  that  session 
it  only  have  b«ea  marvellous  but  impossible. 


MR.   SHERIDAN. 


Of  Mr.  Fox's  luilierenla  who  have  just  boea 
tiie  luwt  remarkable  certainly  wai  M>.  S 
and  uiih  all  hU  faults,  and  alJ  Ilia  failings, 
bis  detfCts,  the  trst  in  ^'oius  and  gremitBl  ia 
When  tlie  tllualriaus  uame  of  Erskin 
the  bright  catalogue,  it  is  unnecessary  tn  a 
ne  here  sjieaL  of  parliamentary  g«iuiia  sod  | 
power. 

These  sketches  as  naturaliy  begin  tritii  i 
of  the  means  by  which  the  great  rheUirkl 
bntants  were  brought  up,  and  trained  aiM 
for  the  cuuBict,  as  Homer's  battle*  do  \ 
buckling  on  of  armo'ir  and  other  note  of  ' 
lion,  when  he  bringi  liis  warriors  ft 
tcene.  Of  Mr.  Sheridan,  any  nian>  t 
Burke^  it  cannut  be  lamented,  as  of  all 
other  Engliiib  statesmen,  that  he  eanu*  pna 
into  public  life,  without  time  given  for  pn 
by  study.  Yet  this  liuie  in  his  ea»«  bad  I 
otfaErwise  spent  than  in  Atr.  Burk«'s.  Th 
(ducaiioD  had  not  Iiecu  nr^glocteil,  for  bt  1 
X  Harrow,  and  with  Dr.  I'urr,  yet  hv  wM' 
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itkflB  boy,  learning  as  little  as  possible,  and 
^  as  much  wretcfaedne» ;  an  arowal  which 
nd  of  hu  life  he  never  ceased  to  make,  and 

in  a  verj  affecting  manner.  Accordingly, 
ght  a^^y  from  school  a  very  idender  pro- 
»f  classical  learning;  and  his  taste,  never 
or  chaste,  was  wholly  formed  by  acquaint- 
th  the  English  poets  and  dramatists,  and 

a  few  of  oar  more  ordinary  prose-writers ; 

0  other  language  could  he  read  with  any* 
pproaching  to  ease.  Of  those  poets,  he 
tjfessed  to  admire  and  to  have  studied  Dry- 
3  plainly  had  most  studied  Pope,  whom  he 
vilified  and  always  imitated.  Bat  of  dm- 
his  passion  evidently  was  Ck>ngreve,  and 
ru,  Vanbrugh,  Farquhar,  even  Wycherley ; 
hom  served  for  the  model,  partly  even  for 
gazine  of  his  own  dramatic  writings,  as 
id  of  his  verses.  *  The  Duenna,'  however, 
Ki  after  the  fashion  of  Gay ;  of  whom  it 
rther  short  than  the  'School  for  Scandal' 
Congreve.  That  his  plays  were  great  pro- 
8  for  any  age,  astonishing  for  a  youth  of 
three  and   twenty-five,  is  unquestionable. 

1  has  accounted  for  the  phenomenon  of 
ve,  at  a  still  earlier  period  of  life,  showing 
nowledge  of  the  world,  by  observing  that, 
yae  examination,  his  dialogues  and  charac* 
[^ht  have  been  gathered  from  books  ^<  with- 


«afc«tadi  MStna]  ««mtnerco  with  iniuikii 
1  hnrdly  h^  saiil  uf  Die  '  Sdiuol 
ilftl;'  bitt  Hie  autliur  wrote  it  ' 
y«u8  oWfT  thnii  Congreve  had  hovn  at  t 
the  '  Uld  Boclielor.' 

Thus  with  an  ample  slmre  of  litenuy 
matio  reputation,  but  not  certainly  of< 
most  Biiaincious  for  &  slateeinan ;  with  ikl 
(Icr  provbion  of  knowledge  at  all  likely  U 
in  political  affairs;  with  ti  position  by 
professioii  1itt)«t  siiiceil  10  comiDOtii]  the  I 
llie  most  nristocralic  country  in  l-^un 
of  an  actur,  the  uiana^r  himself  of  a 
came  into  tliiit  parliament  wbioli  was 
by  the  vast  and  vnrioua  knowledge,  ob 
Aed  and  ailunieil  by  the  more  choice  lit! 
of  a  llurke,  ntiil  which  owned  the  swi 
sunnnate  orators    like   Fos  and  PilL 
etTort  was  unambitious,  and  it  was  mua^ 
Aiming  at  but   a  low  flight,   he  fbileci  ll 
liiunble  attempt.    An  experioneed  Judge,  Wo 
[old  liim    "  It  would  never  do;"  aud  com 
him  to  seek  again  the  more  congniial  » 
of  Drury-laJiti.     Bui  he  was  reM>]\^  tl 
do ;  he  had  taken  Ikis  part :  and, 
roattor  *as  in  him,  he  vowed  not  to 
liad  brought  it  out."     What  Iw  wani 
leanitng,  and  iu  uatuml  <|uicJcne9»,  he  n 
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nt  object,  no  labour  could  daunt  hitn ;  no 
ould  work  for  a  season  with  more  steady 
iwearied  application.  By  constant  practice 
11  matters,  or  before  private  committees,  by 
t  attendance  upon  all  debatesy  by  habitual 
urse  with  all  dealers  in  political  wares,  firom 
e&  of  parties  and  their  more  refined  coteries 
providers  of  daily  discussion  for  the  publio 
e  chroniclers  of  parliamentary  iqpeeches,  he 

himself  tq  a  fiusility  of  q^eakiog^  absolutely 
il  to  all  but  fiist-rate  genius,  and  all  but 
xj  even  to  that;  and  he  acquired  what 
itance  with  the  science  of  politics  he  ever 
ad,  or  his  speeches  ever  betrayed*  By  these 
e  rose  to  the  rank  of  a  first-rate  speaker, 

great  a  debater  as  a  want  of  readiness  and 
\r  preparation  would  permit, 
had  some  qualities  which  led  him  to  this 
nd  which  only  required  the  habit  of  speech 
ig  them  out  into  successful  exhibition;  a 
imagination,  though  more  prone  to  repeat 
iriations  the  combinations  of  others,  or  to 
le  anew  their  creations,  tlian  to  bring  forth 
I  productions ;  a  fierce,  dauntless  spirit  of 
;  a  familiarity,  acquired  from  his  dramatic 
,  with  the  feelings  of  the  heart  and  the  ways 
ch  its  chords;  a  &cility  of  epigpram  and 
the  yet  more  direct  giflt  of  the  same  theatri- 
prenticeship ;  an  excellent  manner  not  un« 
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Connected  with  that  experience;  and  &  doptk 
roice  which  perfectly  suited  the  tooe  of  his 
wtion,  be  it  invective,  or  be  it  descriptive,  or 
[t  iiupassioned.  His  wit,  derived  from  tlie  8 
ce,  ftt  Bliarpened  by  the  same  previous  iinb 
Eminently  brilliant,  and  almost  always  i 
cessful ;  it  was  like  all  his  speaking,  esce(!diii| 
prepared,  but  it  was  skilfully  introduced  and  h 
_,pily  a|)plied  ;  and  it  was  well  mingled  also  V 
occasionally  descending  to  farce. 
Cttle  it  was  the  inspiration  of  the  moment  all  s 
aware  who  knew  his  habits ;  but  a  a 
'  of  this  was  presented  by  Mr.  Moor«  wh* 
to  write  his  life  ;  for  we  there  find  gii 
jHie  world,  with  a  frankness  which  muBt  i 
3  made  their  author  shake  in  Ids  gTKT%' 
et  note-books  of  this  fimons  wit  j  atid  ax^\ 
Hiabled  to  trace  the  jukes,  in  embi70,  with  % 
[~Iie  lind  ao  often  mnde  the  walls  of  St.  Stqil 
a  merriment  excited  by  the  huppy  i^ 
ance  of  sudden  unpremeditated  eO'iision.* 

■  •  Toke  m  insUnce  from  ibis  author,  giving  eztts«ll 
the  coraman-place  book  of  the  wit; — "Ha  emi 
fincj  in  his  DarrBtire,  and  kwpi  hit  rcoollectiMM 
Again,  ihe  (lune  idea  ia  expanded  iota—"  tV 
Ilia  joket  7DU  applnad  Uut  accuracy  of  hilt  n 
t  ouly  when  he  slates  tiis  liicts  that  jtm  adn 
Ighti  of  hi<  im agination.'  But  the  Ihou^l  was  H 
ihui  wasted  on  Ihe  dttert  air  of  a 
80  forth  it  came  at  the  expeOK  of  Kelly,  who, 
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sitneMi  with  which  he  turned  to  aceounfr 
amoQs  of  popular  excitement^  and  often, 
ense  of  the  Whig  party,  generally  too 
to  snch  advantages,  and  too  insenBible 
age  they  thus  sustained  in  public  eetima* 
11  known.  On  the  mutiny  in  the  fleety. 
rond  all  question  right  $  on  the  French 
nd  on  the  attacks  upon  Napoleon,  het 
as  certainly  wrong ;  but  these  appealv 
pie  and  to  the  national  feelings  of  the: 
ded  to  make  the  orator  well  Btceived,  if 
little  to  the  statesman'*  reputation  <;  and 
3r  character  he  was  not  ambitioat.  His 
rated  speech  was  certainly  the  one  upon 
im  Charge  "  in  the  proceedings  against 
and  nothing  can  exceed  the  accounts 
:s  unprecedented  success.  Not  only  the 
len  first  began,  which  has  gradually 
ill  it  greets  every  good  speech,  of  cheer- 
Q  speaker  resuming  his  seat,  but  the 
sought  the  House  to  adjourn  the  decision 
ition,  as  being  incapacitated  from  form- 

f  music,  became  a  wine  merchant.  "  You  will," 
/  wit,  "  import  your  music  and  compose  your 
was  this  service  exacted  fhun  the  old  idea 
jient—so  in  the  House  of  Commons  an  easy 
,ly  off-hand  parenthesis  was  thus  filled  with  it 
is's  cost  and  charge  "  (who  generally  resorts  to 
for  his  jokes,  and  to  his  imagination  for  his 


a  just  judgment  under  tlie  influeiioe  at 
K^wurful  eloquence ;  while  all  lueti  on  all 
Pvietl  wilh  each  other  in  extolliiig  so  wauderfi 
I  performance,     NeverlLeless,  tlie  opinion  has  i 
I  become  greatly  prevnleat,  that  a  purtion  of 

(access  was  owing  to  the  speech  liaving 
Vwrpassed  all  the  speakt^r's  former  etfbrtst  to 

■  extreme  interest  of  the  topics  wliich  the  tab 
f  naturally  presented ;  and  to  the  artist-like 
Ltim  and  beautiful  delivery  of  ceriuin  fiue  paa* 

tbtlter  than  to  the  merits  of  the  whole.     Cvrtii 

■  w,  lliat  the  repetition  of  great  part  of  It,  pT*Mt 
in  the  short-hand  noles  of  the  speech  on  the  M 
charge  in  Westminster  Hall,  disappiiiutA  m 
reitrti'r  wbu  has  Leunl  of  the  suoctsii  whiuli  ntlM 
tlio  earlier  eH'ort.  In  truth,  Mr.  Sheriilim'*  I 
was  very  far  from  being  chaste,  or  even  tuoden 
torrecti  he  delighted   in  gnoriy  Rguree;    lie 

-■•ttrncted   by  glare;   and   cared   not  whetbor 

T  brilliancy  came  from  tinsel  or  g"ld,  from  b« 

M\ass  or  )iure  diamond  ;  he  overlaid  hi«  thouj 

Mth   episTrummatic  diction ;    he   "  played  fit 

lilleries,"  and  indulged  them,  of  coiirM',  wit! 

idless  auccession  of  clap-traps,     llis  wor»t  ' 

)  by  far  were  those  which  be  eviitontly  ; 

i'l^rred  himself; — full  of  imagery  oflen  6r  feW 

P-^Auner  gorgeous,  and  loaded  with  point  that  i 

the  attention  of  ibe  hoarer  away  from  the  lliuiii 

lo  the  words ;  and  his  best  by  far  wert-  tli 
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oiedy  with  his  deep  clear  yoice,  though 

thick  utterance,  with  a  fierce  defiance  of 
ersary,  or  an  unappeasable  vengeance 
>me  oppressive  act ;  or  reasoned  rapidly, 
e  tone,  upon  some  plain  matter  of  fact, 
d  as  plainly  to  homely  ridicule  some 
)phism;  and  in  all  this,  his  admirable 
as  aided  by  an  eye  singularly  piercing,* 
ntenance  which,  though  coarse,  and  even 
latures  gross,  was  yet  animated  and  ex- 
ind  could  easily  assume  the  figure  of  both 

menace,  and  scorn.  The  few  sentences 
h  lie  thrilled  the  House  on  the  liberty  of 
in  1810  were  worth,  perhaps,  more  than 
aborated  epigrams  and  forced  flowers  on 
m  Charge,  or  all  his  denunciations  of 
;  '^  whoso  morning  orisons  and  evening 
•e  for  the  conquest  of  England,  whether 

to  the  God  of  Battles  or  worships  the 
}£  Reason  ;"t  certainly  far  better  than 
ires  of  his  power,  as  his  having  "  thrones 
itcli-towers,  kings  for  his  sentinels,  and 
alisades  of  his  castle  sceptres  stuck  with 
"  Give  them,"  said  he  in  1810,  and  in 
er  strain  of  eloquence,  "  a  corrupt  House 

give  them  a  venal  House  of  Commons  j 
I  a  tyrannical  Prince  ;  give  them  a  truck- 
it  bad  the  singularity  of  never  winking, 
t  1802.  I  1807. 

c2 


I  Court. — and  let  me  hut  liave  &n  i 

I  will  defy  them  to  encroach  a  hair' 

I  upon  the  liherties  of  England."*  Ofa]lhiss[ 

I  tliere  caii  be  little  doubt  that  the  most  powe 

t  chaste,  was  his  reply,  in  1805,  np 

\  motion    whidi    he    had   made  for  repealll 

j  Defence  Act.     Mr,  Titt  had  unwarily  tliroi 

T  at  hb  support  of  Mr.  Addington,  as 

'   it  was  insidious.     Such  &  stone,  cast  bj  a 

whose  house  on  that  aspect  was  one  pane  0 

could  not  fell  to  call  down  a  sliower  of  a. 

\  and  they  wlio  witnessed  the  looks  and  gw( 

'  the  aggressor   under    the  pitiless  peltin^f 

,  lenipest  which  he  had   provokeil,  represen 

I  cerlaiu  that  there  were  moments  when  he  in 

I    to  fasten  a  personal  quarrel  upon  the  Teheo 

implacahle  declaitner.f 

When  the  jnst  trihute  of  extraortlinaiy  ■ 
tinn  has  been  bestowed  upon  this  great  onit 
whole  of  his  praise  has  been  exhausted, 
elalesnian,  he  is  without  a  place  in  any  daa 
y  rank ;  it  would  be  incorrect  and  flatta 
call  him  a  bad,  or  a  hurtful,  or  a  short-ff 
a  middling  statesman ;  he  was  no  slAtesDM 

•  1810. 

I  Mr.  Sheridan  wrote  his  speech  during  the  it 
I   cofl^Luuse  Dcur  (lie  HaJlj  and  it  is  reported  n 
1   ihe  pBrlismentarj  debalei.  apparcnll; 
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HDTty  man,  his  character  stood  lower  than  it 
edj  cfaiefiy  from  certain  personal  dislikes 
It  him ;  for,  with  tlie  periiaps  doubtful  ex-* 
Q  of  his  courting  popularity  at  his  party's 
le  on  the  two  occasions  already  mentioned, 
e  much  more  serious  charge  against  him  of 
ing  his  party  in  the  Carlton  House  negotia- 
*  1812,  followed  by  his  extraordinary  denial 
facts  when  he  last  appeared  in  Parliament, 
sm  nothing  be  laid  to  his  charge  as  incon- 

with  the  rules  of  the  strictest  party  duty 
nour ;  although  he  made  as  large  sacrifices 
unprofessional  man  ever  did  to  the  cause  of 

and  hopeless  Opposition,  and  was  often 
1  with  unmerited  coldness  and  disrespect  by 
idjutors.  But  as  a  man,  his>character  stood 
edly  low:  his  intemperate  habits,  and  his 
iry  embarrassments,  did  not  merely  tend  to 
lent  conduct,  by  which  himself  alone  might 

sufferer ;  they  involved  his  family  in  the 
ite ;  and  they  also  undermined  those  prin- 
of  lionesty  which  are  so  seldom  found  to 
!  fallen  fortunes,  and  hardly  ever  can  con- 
he  ornament  and  the  stay  of  ruined  cir- 
nces,  when  the  tastes  and  the  propensities 
ered  in  prosperous  times  survive  through 
•enial  season  of  adversity.  Over  the  frailties 
en  the  faults  of  genius,  it  is  permitted  to 

veil,  afler  marking  them  as  much  as  the 


STiTESMEJi  OF  ■tlM.K  OF  GOOUOWT^F 

teneU  of  /irtue  require,  iii  onto-  to  »mni  ttg 

)  eviJ  example,,  nad  preserre  tbu  mend  t 

Ihght  Mid  pure  from  such  oairorthy  sad  umm 
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the  members  of  his  party,  to  whom  w« 
[led  as  agreeing  ill  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  and 
him  with  little  deference,  Mr.  Windham 
aost  distinguished.  The  advantages  of  a 
ossical  education,  a  lively  wit  of  the  most 
and  yet  abstruse  description,  a  turn  for 
nsoning,  drawing  nice  distinctions,   and 

remote  analogies,  great  and  early  know- 
tlie  world,  funiiliarity  with  men  of  letters 
its,   as  well  as   politicians,   with   Burke, 

and  Keynolds,  as  well  as  with  Fox  and 
inch  acquaintance  with  constitutional  his- 
prin(>iple,  a  chivalrous  spirit,  a  noble 
tiingularly  expressive  countenance — all 
H  n^niarkable  person  to  shine  in  debate; 
'■  all,  when  put  together,  unequal  to  the 
using  him  to  the  first  rank  ;  and  were,  be- 
tigled  with  defects  which  exceedingly  im- 
le  impression  of  his  oratorj',  while  they 
'd  his  unefulness  and  injured  his  reputation 
snian.     For  he  was  too  often  the  dupe  of 

ingenuity ;  which   made  him  doubt  and 


■  balance,  onJ  gave  nn  oscitaocy  Cital  tt>  vi 
Bcoiindl,  as  well  as  most  prejudicial  to  Ui«  e 

■  eloquence,  by  breaking  the  toTce  of  hts  bk 
I  thej'  fell.  His  nature,  too,  periiaps  owing  I 
[    hesitating  UispodtioD,  was  lo  be  a  follower,] 

■  a  woTsliipper,  rather  thao  an  origiual  Ihi 
W  actor  I  as  if  he  felt  some  TcUef  uDcfer  (lie 

■  which  harassed  him  from  so  many  qiinrtl 
I  ^lius  taking  shelter  uQiler  a  master's  nini 
W  ■devolving  upon  a  less  scrupulous  balaucer  a 
I  flicting  reasons,  the  task  of  trimming  the 
I  and  forming  liis  opinions  for  lilm.  Accord 
t'first  Johnson  in  private,  and  afterwonb  £ 
I 'political  matters,  were  the  deities  whom  heu 
l<  And  headheml  manfully  to  the  strong' ojiini 
Ithe  latter,  though  oftenliraes  painiiilly  o 
f  to  suppress  his  sentiments,  all  the  linietlial  h 
I', council  Vfitb  Mr.  Pill  and  Lord  Grenville^ 

■  'would  only  consent  lo  conduct  the  Frenc 
I'vpon  principle!!  far  lower  and  more  cutnpro 
»'than  those  of  tlic  great  onti-Jacobio  am) 
VCallican  leader.  But  when  [mtrammellod  I 
Vctal  coniteiLion,  and  having  Ids  lips  sealed 
Bnecorum  or  prudence  or  other  ob»erVBflM 
■flcribcd  by  station,  it  waa  a  brave  sight  to  > 

■  eallant  personage  descend  into  the  field  uf  d 
Kmnting  for  tlie  fray,  eager  to  confront  any  n 
^^7  number  of  men  tliat  might  prove  lui  | 
ncuming  all  tiie  little  suggettions  of  n  paltl 
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n,  heedlew  of  every  risk  of  retort  to  which 
g^ht  ^sxpose  himsell^  as  reg;ardleftB  of  popular 
jse  as  of  Court  favour,  nay,  from  his  natural 
»f  danger  and  disdain  of  everything  like  fear^ 
ig  into  the  most  offensive  expression  of  the 
unpopular  opinions  with  as  much  alacrity  as 
inced  in  braving  the  power  and  daring  the 
y  of  the  Crown.  Nor  was  the  style  of  his 
ing  at  all  like  that  of  other  men's.  It  was  in 
ksy  tone  of  fiimiliar  conversation ;  but  it  was 
f  nice  observation  and  profound  remark ;  it 
nstinct  with  classical  allusion;  it  was  even 
nformed  with  philosophic  and  with  learned 
tion ;  it  sparkled  with  the  finest  wit — a  wit 
1  was  as  far  superior  to  Sheridan's,  as  his  to 
ambols  of  the  Clown,  or  the  movements  of 
Joon  ;  and  his  wit,  how  exuberant  soever,  still 
d  to  help  on  the  argument,  as  well  as  to  illus- 
the  meaning  of  the  speaker.  He  was,  how- 
in  the  main,  a  serious,  a  persuasive  speaker, 
)  words  plainly  flowed  from  deep  and  vehe- 
and  long  considered,  and  well  weighed,  feel- 
»f  the  heart.  Erat  summa  gravitas ;  erat  cum 
jBLte  junctus  facetiarum  et  urbanitatis  oratorius 
currilis  lepos.  Latine  loquendi  accurata  et 
lolestia  diligens  elegantia.  ( Cic.  Brut) 
e  rock  on  which  he  so  often  made  shipwreck 
>ate,  and  still  oflener  in  councU  or  action, 
mt  love  of  paradox,  on  which  the  tide  of  his 

c  3 


■uberant  ingenuity  naturally  carried  Utn, 
s  many  utiiers,  ivho,  finilint;  so  ninch  inort  ■ 
[1  betiuJf  of  nil  untenable  pusiliou  llu 
fet  sight  appeared  possible  to  tbemselves,  ot 
Miliary  mintls  c&n  at  any  time  apprehenil, 
i  bear  wtlh  the  erroneous  dogma,  anil  endfl 
Kopting;  it.* 

"  They  first  endure,  then  piiy,  then  embraoe." 

E^^So  he  was,  from  the  indomitable  bravei-y  of  hwi 
,  and  his  loathing  of  everything  n 
.1  savoured  of  truckling  to  mere  power,  D0t 
tntly  led  lo  prefer  a  course  of  ronditot,n 
Ino  ot'orgumeni,  because  of  tlirir  ruimin)f  a 
I  public  opiniuD  ur  the  treneral  fetling'; 
f  conHiiirig  bis  rfisregarU  to  popularity  with 
juiids,  and  holding  un  bis  course  in  put 
mt)i  and  right,  io  spite  of  its  teniponiry  did 
bilh    the  peitjile.     With    thi!se   errora   then  I 
anerally  much  truth  mingled,  or  a) 

s  manifestly  wrong  tinged  the  tenets  a 
ooniluct  be  was  oppiK^iiig;  yet  he  was  nut  thai 
on  unsafe  councillor,  and  in  debate  n  d»)g< 
ally.     His  conduct  on  the  Vohinteor  qutwtii 
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)  of  the  City  with  Military  Rewards, 
sments  of  the  People,  and  Cruelty  to 
.fibrded  instances  of  this  mixed  desorip- 
e  he  was  led  into  error  by  resisting 
al  error  on  the  opposite  hand;  yet  do 
ions  also  afford  proof  of  the  latter  part 
going  proposition;  for  what  sound  or 
w  could  justify  his  hostilifyto  all  volun* 
e,  his  reprobation  of  all  expression  of 
itude  for  the  services  of  our  soldiers  and 
unqualified  defence  of  bull4Mdting,  his 
of  all  checks  upon  cruelty  towaids  the 
tion?  Upon  other  subjects  of  still 
ort  his  paradoxes  stood  prominent  and 
4 ;  unredeemed  by  ingenuity,  unpalliated 
!  oxnggeration,  and  even  unmitigated  by 
lire  of  truti).  He  defended  the  Slave 
ch  ho  had  at  first  opposed,  only  because 
I  Royalists  were  injured  by  the  revolt 
*  own  follies  had  occasioned  in  St.  Do- 
resisted  all  mitigation  of  our  Criminal 
because  it  formed  a  part  of  our  anti- 
spnulence,  like  trial  .by  battle,  nay  by 
ire  and  water ;  and  he  opposed  every 
I'^lueuting  the  People.  It  required  all 
erness  towards  undoubted  sincerity  and 
erestedness  to  think  charitably  of  such 
heresies  in  such  a  man.  It  demanded 
arity  and  all  this  fiuth  in  the  spotless 


I  Junour  of    his  cliaracier,  to    bdteve  that  | 

\  opinions  <u)ul(l  really  be  tJie  coovk 

like  hta.     It  was  the  greatest  tribute  which 

be  paiii  to  his  sterling  merit,  liia  tin«  pana,  h 

accoin]tlii.hmeDta,  thcit,  in  spile  of  such  wil4 

I  r&tiona,  be  was  still  admired  ftiuJ  belovol. 

■  To  cotiVGj  any  notion  of  his  oratury  b;  | 
I  passa^  of  his  E)>eeelie8  is  maiufestJf  lisfHi 
I  Of  the  iiiixe<i  te<id:/nie.ii  and  figitre  in  wbi 
w  poiDetimcs  indulged,  liia  defence  of  ihe  m 
I  policy  pursued  by  him  while  id  uUce  B| 
I  atleiuptis  madti  to  cliange  it  the  year  afW,  i 
I  te  Rienlioiie<j ;  llie  finesimeeh,  esg>(>eittUy,  ia  M 

■  on  taking  leave  of  tli<>  liubjecl,  after  com|iaril 
EtwQ  plims  of  reGruiltng:  our  army  to  a  dwd 
Ktkrust  iuto  the  ground  and  a  living;  aipling  f 

■  to  take  root  in  the  soil,  he  apai^  uf  c 
■.flame  npon  the  tree  as  lovers  do  vhcn  ihqF 
K^perpotuale  the  remembTmice  of  thcjr 
■.4heir  miBforlunes.     Of  his  happy  allu««iH  ( 
K'nrritings  of  kindred  spirits  an  example, 
Bal!  above  their  average  nieril,  in  aAi>nle>i  I 

■  tpeech  upon  the  peace  of  Aniiem,  when  I 
lawereil  the  remarks  ii|>oa  tl;e  luclesnoM  C 
IStoyal  title,  then  gintn  up,  of  King  uf  I'''sai» 

■  Veiling  the  bill  of  ooHts  brought  iit  by  D^ui' 
IjigwtiM  Marlborongh,  and  ilie  comparative  m 
■Vf  thv  chaises  nf  a  Roniun  triumpb,  wliH 
■Brown  of  laurel  t«  set  down  at   twiipisiae. 
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les  he  would  eowfvdm  the  Houee  by  a  happy, 
g,  aad  meet  imespeeted aUasioii ;  as  ^hea 
Walehesen  queidoDy  speakiiig  of  a  jcaup^- 
on  Antwierp,  which  had  been  its  profesBed 
,  he  suddenly  said,  <'  A  cet^hdehtmaiM  in  the 
dt !     You  might  as  well  talk  of  a  cot^Mie- 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery/'    Sir  Wiiliam 
it  having  just  entered  and  taken  his  seat,  pro* 
y  suggested  this  excellent  jest ;  and  assuredly 
nan  enjoyed  it  more.    His  habitual  gravity 
overpoii«red  in  an  instant,  and  he  was  seen 
ohitely  to  toll  about  on  the  bench  which  he  had 
t  occupied.     So  a  weed  or  two  artistically  intro- 
ced  would  oflen  serve  him  to  eov«r  the  adverse 
g^ment  with  ridicule.     When  arguing  that  they 
bo  would  protect  animals  from  cruelty  have  more 
I  their  hands  than  they  are  aware  of,  and  that 
ey  cannot  stop  at  preventing  cruelty,  but  must 
10  prohibit  killing,  he  was  met  by -the  old  answer, 
at  we  kill  them  to  prevent  them  overrunning  the 
rth,  and  then  he  said  in  passing,  and,  as  it  were, 
venthetically — '^  An  indifferent  reason,   by  the 
ly,  for  destroying  fish,"     His  two  most  happy 
d  picturesque,  though  somewhat  caricatured,  de- 
riptions  of  Mr.  Pitt's  diction,  have  been  already 
entioned :  that  it  was  a  state-paper  style,  aud  tlial 
I  believed  he  could  speak  a  King's  speech  off 
ind.     His  gallantry  in   facing  all   attacks  wn 
own  daily ;  and  how  little  he  cared  for  allusioi 


to  the  offensive  expressions  treasured  up  : 

1,  BTiti  all  the  more  cBMly  remembered  1 
of  the  epigrams  in  w hie li  he  had  emtMLlroed 
miglit  be  seen  from  the  way  he  hiniaelf  woul 
to  them,  as  if  not  wUliiiig  they  should  he  for 
When  Bome  phrase  of  his,  long  after  it  w 
used,  seemed  to  invite  attack,  and  a  g 
followed,  as  if  he  hod  unwittingly  fallen  ii 
scrape,  he  stopped  ami  added,  "  Wliy,  I  MJ 
purpose ! "  or,  as  lie  protjounced  it,  "  n  pn 

no  man  more  delighted  in  Hie  vid  f 
tion,  as  well  ns  the  pure  Saxou  idiom  nf  o 
gunge,  wliieli  yet  he  could  enrich  and  dignl 
the  importations  of  dasi^ictil  [iliraseology. 

From  what  has  b«cii  said  of  Mt.  Win 
VOEimjer  of  speaking,  as  well  as  tif  lii»  ya, 
embellLshed  miod,  it  will  readily  1^  suppm 
n  soelety  he  was  destined  to  shiue  alouwt  I 
I  rival.  His  mnnners  were  the  moat  polii 
noble,  and  courteous,  without  the  least  ■» 
pride,  or  siitetation,  or  condesceimOD;  I 

■e,  ill  advanced  life,  so  gay,  that  he  wi 
younger  than  the  youngest  of  hia  t 
relish  of  converaitton  wivssudi.  that, after tii 
\a  ihe  latest  monienl,  he  joined  wliultiVBr  ] 
Bultry  evening  (or  morning,  as  It  might  d 
'prove)  tempted  to  luuint  the  streets  befon  I 

Hit.     How  ot^en  have  we  necompaniod  1 
the  door  of  his  u 
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ided  by  him  to  our  own,  while  the  streets  rang 
h.  the  peals  of  his  hearty  merriment,  or  echoed 
)  accents  of  his  refined  and  miiversal  wit  I  But 
conversation,  or  g^rave,  oar  gay,  or  arg^menta- 
8,  or  discursive,  whether  sifting  a  difficult  sub- 
t,  or  painting  an  interesting  character,  or  pur- 
ng  a  merely  playful  &ncy,  or  lively  to  very 
lUery,  or  pensive  and  pathetic,  or  losing  itself  in 
t  clouds  of  metaphysics,  or  vexed  with  paradox, 
plain  and  homely,  and  all  but  commonplace, 
8  that  which,  to  be  understood,  must  have  been 
»ned  to ;  ^d,  while  over  the  whole  was  flung  a 
1  of  unrent  classical  elegance,  through  no  ere- 
se,  had  there  been  any,  would  ever  an  unkind  or 
•conditioned  sentiment  have  found  entrance  I 

**  Scilicet  onme  sacrum  mors  importona  profanat, 
Omnibus  obscuras  injicit  ille  manos — 
Ossa  quieta  precor,  tuttl  requiescite  in  om^ ; 
Et  sit  humus  cineri  non  onerosa  tuo  1"* 


*  Relentless  death  each  purer  form  profknes, 

Kound  all  that's  fair  his  dismal  arms  he  throws- 
Light  lie  the  earth  that  shrouds  thy  loved  remains, 
And  softly  slumbering  may  they  taste  repose ! 


( 


MR.   DUNDAS. 


^^Ip  we  turn  from  thuse  tvliosc  common  princijH 
and  party  connexion  ranged  Ihem  against  Mr.  ]' 
to  the  (inly  eflectiiol  supporter  wlioin  be  couM  n 
upon  as  a  colleague  ou  tlie  Treasury  Beaidi,  % 
shall  certainly  find  ourselves  coDlemplatin|;  a  pw  ' 
souago  of  very  inferior  pretensions,  althougli  aae 
whose  powers  were  of  the  most  useful  deseripfioii 

kMr,   Duudaa,  afternajtls  LorU  Melvilk'.  !i^")   imt 
clium  wlinttiver  to  those  Liglier  places  :iiii'  i.j 
ontor^  of  his  age,  which  were  naturnlly  i    i  <: 
the  great  men  whom  we  have  been  descril 
imieed  could   he  be  deemed  inter  oralorum  « 
mtrum  at  all.  He  was  apluiu,  biisiuess-likeen 
a  man  of  every-day  talents  id  the  Houaa; 
asy,  flueut,  and,  from  much  practice,  oa 

,nd  natural  sense,  a  skilful  debater; 
Inosful   in  profiting  by   an   adversary's 
Kdislinct  ill  openiug  a  plan  and  defending  a  ] 
tierial  proposittnn ;    cnpoble  of  producing  eva 
Fgreat  effect  upon  his  not  uriwillUig  audipnce 
'  broad  and  coarse  appeals  to  popular  pn'judiee^  J 
bU  coufident  statements  of  (acts — those  alaleo 
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,  Sir  Francis  Burdett  oxice  happily  observed, 
i  ML  into  through  an  inveterate  habit  of 
1  assertion."  In  liis  various  oifices  no  one 
lore  useful.  He  was  an  admirable  man  of 
!88 ;  and  those  professional  habits  which  he 
rought  from  the  bar  (where  he  practised  long 
h  for  a  youth  of  his  fortunate  &mily  to  reach 
a^hest  official  place)  were  not  more  serviceable 
i  in  making  his  speeches  perspicuous,  and  his 
ing  logical,  than  they  were  in  disciplining 
nd  to  the  drudgery  of  the  desk,  and  helping 

0  systematise,  as  well  as  to  direct,  the  ma- 
y  of  his  department  After  quitting  tlie 
don  of  the  law,  to  which,  indeed,  he  had  for 
)f  the  later  years  of  Lord  North's  Admini- 
n  only  nominally  belonged,  and  leaving  also 
ice  of  Lord  Advocate,  which  he  retained  for 

1  years  after,  he  successively  filled  the  place 
lister  for  India,  for  the  Home  and  War  De- 
jnts,  and  for  Naval  Affairs.  But  it  was  in 
it  of  these  capacities,  while  at  the  head  of  the 
Board,  and  while  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
Commons  upon  India,  that  his  great  capacity 
lirs  shone  chiefly  forth;  and  that  he  gave 
nd  long-continued  proof  of  an  indefatigable 
•y,  which  neither  the  distractions  of  debate 
lianient,  nor  the  convivial  habits  of  the  man 
'  the  times,  ever  could  interrupt  or  relax, 
dcbrated  lleports  upon  all  tlie  complicated 


tjncsticins  of  our  Asiatic  pulley,  aUliough  th 

not  s(a[i(l  a  comparison  with  eome  of  Mr.  . 

in  the  pToAiiiftity  atid  ei)larg«moDl  of  gvnenil 

any  more  timn  llicir  style  can  be  compiiM 

hi*,  are  ueverlheiess  pcrfdrmnnms  of  the  | 

merit,  and  repositories  of  information  «p( 

vast  eubject,  unrivalled  for  clearness  a 

Tliey,  together  with  Lord  Wellesley'B  Dia[ 

form  the  sources  from  whipli  tlm  bnlk  of 

lEnmv ledge  possessed  upon  Indinn  nuttcn  I 

derived  by  tlie  statesmen  of  the  jiresent  dny. 

If  in  tiii  official  departntcnts,  and  In  the  < 

I    of  Parliamenl,  Mr.  Duiidas  rendered  abl«  I 

'   ftnd  possessed  great  weiglit,  it  ivas  in  Rcottl 

I   native   country,  whose  langiiUge   he  fipolt 

[  whose   whole  atUiirs  he  directed,  tliat  hi« 

I  and    his  anthority  chicHy  |irevail«l.     B«f 

I   reform    in  our  rppri'scntntion  and  our  i 

instil  (I  tiims,  the  nndisturbed  jiossesgioii  at 

ago  by  a  Itorling  mumber  of  the  Cioiiimnii 

very  sure  to  carry  along  with  it  u  ponuno 

I  fluence,  b<Jlh  over  the  rep resen tail fo*  of  t 

I  cienl  kingilnm  and  over  tholr  cnnstitiirnls. 

I  the  submission  to  men  in  high  place,  and  tt 

r  with  the  power  of  conferring  many  fUvoun^ 

have  been  so  miicli  more  ab'uluio  In  tha  B 

than  in  the  southern  parts  of  our  Uhnd,  fl 

[  be  neeilli'i.s  to  infilling.     Whi'thor  ft  btomA 

I  old  Aiidal  habits  of  tli«  nation,  ar  from  ita  |1 
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naed  with  a  laudable  ambition  to  rise  in  the 
'orid  above  the  pristine  station,  or  from  the  wary 
id  provident  ciiavacter  of  the  people ;  certain  it 
I  that  they  displayed  a  devotion  for  their  political 
^leriors,  and  a  belief  in  their  inMdbility,  which 
Mould  have  done  no  discredit  to  the  clansmeD  of 
hose  chieftains  who  whilom  both  gpranted  out  the 
ttds  of  the  sept,  retained  the  stipulated  services 
fthe  vassal,  and  enjoyed  the  rights  of  jurisdiction 
hd  of  punishment,  whereby  obedience  was  secured, 
Id  xealous  attachment  stimulated  in  its.  alliance 
[th  wholesome  terror. 

That  Mr.  Dundas  enjoyed  this  kind  of  minis- 
rial  sovereignty  and  received  this  homage  in  a 
ore  ample  measure  than  any  of  his  predecessors, 
IS,  no  doubt,  owing  partly  to  the  unliesitating 
id  unqualified  determination  which  regulated  his 
induct,  of  devoting  his  whole  patronage  to  the 
ipport  of  liis  party,  and  to  the  extent  of  that 
Itronage,  from  his  being  so  long  minister  for 
^dia,  as  well  as  liaving  the  whole  Scottish  prefer- 
t  at  his  absolute  disposal ;  but  it  was  also  in 
owing  to  the  engaging  qualities  of  the  man. 

Steady  and  determined  friend,  who  only  stood 

faster  by  those  that  wanted  him  the  more  ;  nay, 

even  in  their  errors  or  their  faults  would  not 

'e  up  his  adherents :  an  agreeable  companion, 
•m  the  joyous  hiUirity  of  his  manners ;  void  of 
'  «£fectation,  all  pride,  all  pretension ;  a  kind  i 


affMliuualti  man  In  tlie  rdutiitiu  nl  jtrivt 
ftnd,  altiiou(^li  uot  alwayii  tuHtciHuily  r 
itriut  dcK^urtira  in  cortnJn  piirtioulnm, 
putting  DD  Ilia  PbartM.-e'»  ||{nrli,  or  affectinffl 
"  ({nkciuiM  Htale"  tlion  be  bwl  al.lnitiod  i 
wlf-denyinK  to  thutte  liiflnrioni  ia  lil 
whoH  oomforto  so  much  (toiwDdtxl  (i 
bi>  demnuiaur  hcurty  and  guotMiuninuml  4 
it  U  dUKcult  to  fiifUTv  &ii>-  uiie  II 
whi  Of  IT  tliMO  whom  his  mrro  )i 
hui  bilod  lo  itlUkch  ;  or  liolli^  fitted  10  1 
frlt-'iiiU  wlium  uct^idciit  or  inllucmce  miglitfl 
ally  Iwve  &llAcli«d  ti>  Ilia  perwiD.     Tiurt  h«l| 
fiir  M  many  ymrs  have  diipcnod  of  tlie « 
Parliiuncuit  iif  iioarly  tbo  wUoUi  SuotUAd 
mauen,  und  ihc  wholw  I'l-cm,  ww 
to  bo  Houdervid  at  i  lirnl  Liin  popularity  1 
fltiQiicu  in  tliti  country  al  Iiirge  •boulil  liAfi 
buuiiilluNt  during  all  thii  porioil,  ii 
undoratooU.     Tliere  wiu  (liun  no  do 
of  tli«  miniatry'i  ataliilily,  or  of  Hr. 
wnplc  niutro  hi  (he  dis|)eii«itloii  of  It*  1 
Tlio  ]Hillti(^  >ky  WM  olnir  mid  M>Ul«d  to  tl 
vargv  uf  tbu  huriion.     Then  wm  nottung  4 
tiirb  Iho  iicnrtn  of  aiiiloua  iiiortaU.     Tb«  n 
poiisivo  Stiot  felt  iiiiro  of  Itis  Qlectioii,  If  h 
kept  liy  the  [rue  failli  1  iiml  lu*  pntli  im-jM 
befbra  liim— the  path  of  ri|f Ut«ouii  dtrvotdia  || 
nuu  M  blcwed  profwmont.     But  oiu-  1 
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men  were  filled  to  be  Titited  by  fome  trcm- 
rhe  heaveng  became  overcast ;  their  lumi- 
la  lor  a  while  concealed  from  devout  eyes ; 
they  sought  him,  but  he  was  not.  Uncouth 
legan  to  be  named.  More  than  two  parties 
.Iked  of.  Instead  of  the  old,  convenient, 
elligible  alternative  of /<  Pitt  or  Fox""-^ 
or  poverty/'— which  left  do  doubt  in  any 

mind  which  of  the  two  to  choose,  there 
1— strange  sight  I — hateful  and  perplexing 
-41  Ministry  without  Pitt,  nay,  without 
t  and  an  Opposition  leaning  towards  its 
Those  who  are  old  enough  to  remember 
rk  interval  may  recollect  how  the  public 

Scotland  was  subdued  with  awe,  and  how 
raited  in  trembling  silence  the  uncertain 
3  all  living  things  quail  during  the  solemn 
lat  precedes  an  earthquake, 
s  in  truth  a  crisis  to  try  men's  souls.  For 
all  was  uncertainty  and  consternation ;  all 
;n  fluttering  about  like  birds  in  an  eclipse 
inder-storm;  no  man  could  tell  whom  he 
rust ;  nay,  worse  still,  no  man  could  tell  of 
e  might  ask  anything.  It  was  hard  to  say, 
•  were  in  office,  but  who  were  likely  to  re- 
office.  All  true  Scots  were  in  dismay  and 
on.  It  might  truly  be  said  they  knew  not 
^ay  to  look,  or  whither  to  turn.  Pei 
;  be  yet  more  truly  said  tliat  they  ki 


urn.  But  xiich  n 
latil:  it  ]>a«>oil  nwuy  ;  nail  ll 
proof  (if  Air.  Duntltui'u  puwtir  mniingst  fain 
tavn,  wliicli  tmiiHuciidtiil  ult  tEX[iiietittu>n, ai 
8urpa«se<i  bulief,  if  imlecd  It  is  nut  nt 
viewed  as  an  evidence  of  the  acute  fwres 
political  second-si^lit— of  llw  Scotlish  niU 
trusty  bittid  in  both  Houses  ncIiuiJljr  wi 
lullieritig  to  tiiiii  agninitt  the  existing:  Gm 
nay,  he  held  llie  jiroxies  uf  irnuiy  SuolUsI 
liiv^a  opjiositioiil  Well  miglit  Ids  colli 
cluiiii  to  th«  lin|>lcBs  Aildington  in  such  ii 
truuljle^,  "  Di]cti>r,  thu  'riimics  Hy  from  u> 
tlio  very  Seoluh  I'eets  wavered,  and 
Clainpian  hilla  nnglit  nest  be  espeetud 
about,  it  vas  ijine  [o  tliink  that  tbe  t 
tbiiigs  vtas  ot  hnnd:  nud  the  roiurn  o! 
Heciirity,  itnil  |)iitriinngt>  tuiil  Dundnii,  t[ 
sued  to  blecw  old  Ki^utland,  Oiid  mwiuil  J 
denoeor  ber  II''  lily— lier  atluchroent  ■ 
her  patron  ani  ..  homelf. 

Till.-  mibject  of  Lord  Melvills  oiuiih 
coiii]d('t(i  witliont  some  mention  of  lira  m 
finally  deprived  liim  of  place  and  of  pow 
it  kardly  ever  lowered  Idm  in  the  re«peci 
lions  of  lit*  oounlryineii.  We  uUnde.  of 
tlwHesolulions  carried  by  Mr.  Whitbi 
Stii  of  April,  I8O0,  with  iliu  Spwici 
vuicD.  whici)  led  to  tho  immtxliate 
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t  impeachment,  of  this  dlatinguitLod  per- 
Fitt  defended  him  strenuoiulyi  and  only 
died  to  abandon  his  friend  and  colleague 
e  of  the  Commons,  which  gave  him  a 
ing,"  that  as  he  pronounced  the  word 
hall  resound,  and  seems  yet  to  fill  the 
after  his  death,  wliile  the  Government 
1  rival's  hands,  and  all  the  offices  of  the 
3  filled  with  the  enemies  of  the  accused, 
villa  was  brought  to  trial  before  hie 
I  by  a  large  minority  acquitted,  to  the 
versal  satbfaction  of  the  country*  Have 
ght  to  regard  him  as  guilty  after  this 
;?  It  is  true  that  the  spirit  of  party  ia 
'ith  the  event  of  this  memorable  trial ; 
thing  of  that  spirit  preside  over  the  pro- 
1  the  C()inin()ii8,  tiie  grand  inquest  of  the 
ich  iiuulo  the  prcMeutment,  and  put  the 
[)oii  his  trml  ?  That  Lord  Melville  was 
iiuti,  and  wliolly  inditierent  about  money, 
life  had  shown.  That  he  had  replaced 
Sinn  temporarily  used,  was  part  even  of 
eiit  which  eluirp^wl  him  with  misemploy- 
liat  Mr.  Pitt,  whom  no  one  ever  accused 
ion,  had  been  a  party  to  two  of  his  sup- 
in  j^  four  times  as  much  of  the  public 
a  time,  and  without  paying  interest,  was 
•  proved;  though,  for  the  purpose  of 
noro  severely   upon  Lord   Melville,  a 


grcal  alacrity  was  eliowii  to  acquit  the  Pi 
uistev.  by  way  of  funtiiiig  a  contrast  l«  I 
surer  uf  the  Navy.  In  a  word,  llie  c« 
ag;ajnst  Lim  was  not  by  niiy  ineani  so  nil 
give  IIS  the  right  to  cliarge  tlic  great  nmjot 
Peers  with  corrupt  aiii:!  dishonourable  < 
acquitting  him ;  while  it  ia  a  known  &i 
Judges  who  attended  the  trial  were,  wit 
ception  of  the  Lord  Chief  Juetice,  all  dt 
riiiccd  of  hiB  innottenci;.  Nor,  lei  it  I 
wouhl  the  cliarge  ttgainst  liJni  hava  been 
ii  tlie  tinim  of  the  Hurleys  and  the  Wk 
a  nature  to  £t«in  his  c)mructcr.  Witneia 
rising  to  supreme  power  after  being  exp 
House  of  Comiuoiis  for  i>orrupli()ii  i  and  i 
iiig  only  urged,  in  his  owu  defence,  that  I 
auid  pounds  paid  to  him  by  a  contnctoF  ] 
for  tlie  iiae  of  a  friend,  wiMm  he  dnirad  H 
and  to  whom  he  had  puid  it  all  orer;  nol 
tion  his  having  received  abuvu  seventaen 
pounds,  under  circumslancos  of  (h«  gtsvtf 
oioij,  tht?  day  before  he  quitted'oftice,  Ml 
he  never  seems  to  have  accounted  for,  « 
saying  lie  liod  the  King's  authority  to  taka 

■  Mr.  Coie^iii  bit  liJa  of  Walpokr,  oamM,  4f  < 
the  dalbnc«  m  bibber  groQud  than  W&][<o1v  titam 
K>  the  1<>00/.  rvtMnvnl  oa  Die  foninict,  tn  171 1,  «>| 
3*cretarr  bi  Wsr  A«  to  ^  sum  n-porM  ij  th 
t'CommiKee  (i;^U)  ii>  liava  bcatb 
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tain  that  these  remarks  will  give  little 
I  to  those  whose  political  principles  have 
it  them  apart  from,  and  inimical  to,  Lord 
But  to  what  purpose  have  men  lived  for 
y  years  after  the  trial,  and  survived  the 
le  charge  more  tlian  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
;y  cannot  now,  and  upon  a  mere  judicial 

,  on  the  authority  of  two  Treasury  orders,  the 

main  argument  is,  that  the  money  must  have 

ately  wanted  for  public  purposes,  though  these 

particularised,  and  that  the  king  must  have 

the  draft,  because  he  signed  the  warrants.    A 

ice  cannot  well  be  conceived ;  nor  is  it  much 

assertion  which  follows,  that  Sir  Robert  began 

idication  of  himself  which  he  broke  off  "  on  a 

at  his  answer  must  either  Mve  been  materially 

he  must  have  related  many  things  highly  im- 

exposod  to  the  public."     The  fact  of  a  man, 

te  of  about  2()()()/.  a-year  at  first,  and  which 

much  above  4()()()/.,  having  lived  extravagantly, 

above  2i)(),00()/.,  is  not  at  all  explained  by  Mr. 

t  is  mainly  on  tliis  expensive  living  and  accu- 

brtune  that  the  suspicions  which  hang  over  his 

Hut  it  is  needless  to  say  more  upon  a  topic 

form  no  justification  of  Lord  Melville  if  he 

The  subject  is  only  alluded  to  in  this  place 

)se  of  showing  how  much  more  pure  our  public 

e,  and   how  much  higher  is  our  standard  of 

».    The  acquittal  of  I^rd  Melville  was  deemed 

)  sanction  his  restoration  to  office  ;  although  Sir 

•ole,  without  any  attempt  to  rescind  the  vote  of 

.fterwards  advanced    to    the  place  of  Prime 

I  held  it  for  twenty  years. 


v-ntin  or  OEuna 


que-lioti.  permit  th(iir  judgww'nw  « 
,cop„,_tl<jei.litiB  «>l'"ly  "P""  •*«" 
In  ttiB  liUlory  wf  thu  past,  wid  in'ol 
Ution  of  the  ileiul  ^ 
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stry  of  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  derive  more 
ce  from  the  Bar  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
an  the  Opposition  party  did  ornameat 
rity  in  tliat  of  Mr.  Erskine.  HLs  par- 
talents,  although  they  certainly  have 
rated,  were  as  clearly  not  the  prominent 
his  character.  Neverthele«8,  it  must  be 
lat,  had  \ut  appeared  in  any  other  period 
ige  of  tJie  Foxes,  the  Pitts,  and  the 
int  is  little  chance  that  he  would  have 
lid  ev(;ii  as  a  debater ;  and  tlie  singular 
md  powerful  effect  of  his  famous  speech 
:  Jesuit's  Bark  Hill,  in  the  House  of 
nidantly  j)rov<'s  this  position.  He  never 
hav(;  given  his  whole  mind  to  the  prac- 
iting ;  he  had  a  very  scanty  provision 
information  ;  his  time  wjis  always  occu- 
iie  laborious  pursuits  of  his  profession  ; 
ito  the  House  of  Commons,  where  he 
g  several  equals,  and  behind  some  supe- 
a  stage  where  he  shone  alone,  and  with- 

»  1808. 

d2 


oularival;  uhnveall,  tiewasac 
n  seli^cl  anil  fiieniJIy  audience,  bmuid  (o  I 
thwit  patient  uttcntion,  anil  to  aililreM  lilM 
compulsion  of  his  retainer,  not  as  n  VOluntM 
ing  forward  in  liis  own  i>erson  ; 
wJiioli  the  Iransilion  is  violent  and  «xti'«iu>^  ij 
of  having  (o  gain  and  to  kiH.'p  a  proniiacni 
la  gT<?a.t  part,  hostile  audience,  not  under  u 
gatioD  to  listen  ont.'  instant  beyond  the  li 
ivtiieli  the  s|>eal;er  can  flatter,  or  iiitere»t,  i 
Uieoi.  Earlli?r  practice  and  more  dev<i<iai 
pursuit  would  doubtless  have  tunquisli«i  I 
disadvantages;  but  they  sufHt^ed  to  keop  fl 
Line  always  in  a  station  Gir  beneath  b'm  li 
long  OS  he  remained  in  the  House  of  Co« 

It  b  to  the  Fonaii.  ami  not  the  Saial*,! 
must  hasten,  if  ivc  would  wiiiiets  ilie  "  a 
muldpliceot,  judicium  erectum,  crcbras  tu 
tnultas  adnii ratio nes,  risiini  cuin  velit,  f 
fletuni,  in  iiiceua  Rnscium ;"  in  fine,  If  i 
Me  this  great  nian  in  liis  element  and  in  1 
Nor  let  it  be  deemtnl  trivial,  or  bcneBlb  f 
rian*«  province,  to  mark  that  nnbto  I 
look  of  whose  eountenanee   is  expromA 
mulioii  of  whose  TomigTacefuU  a 
and  j)ierces,  and  almost  assures  victory,! 
''speaks  audience  ere  the  inngne."     J||| 
I  dodared  that  they  felt  it  iinpcusihle  to  n 
\  look*  from  him  when  he  bud  riveted  undtd 
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isciimted  them  by  his  first  glance ;  and  it  used  to 
)  a  common  remark  of  men  who  observed  his  ino- 
)ns,  that  they  resembled  those  of  a  blood-horse ; 
light,  as  limber,  as  much  betokening  strengtii 
d  speed,  as  free  from  all  gross  superfluity  or  in- 
mbrance.  Then  hear  his  voice  of  surpassing 
eetness,  clear,  flexible,  strong,  exquisitely  fitted 
strains  of  serious  earnestness,  deficient  in  com- 
K,  indeed,  and  much  less  fitted  to  express  indig- 
tion,  or  even  scorn,  than  pathos,  but  wholly  free 
mi  either  harshness  or  monotony.  All  these, 
iwever,  and  even  his  chaste,  dignified,  and  aj^pro- 
iate  action,  were  very  small  parts  of  this  wonder- 
1  advocate's  excellence.  lie  had  a  thorough 
lowledge  of  men — of  their  passions  and  their  feel- 
gs — lie  knew  every  avenue  to  the  heart,  and  couhl 
will  make  all  its  chords  vibrate  to  his  touch. 
is  fancy,  though  never  playful  in  public,  where 
I  had  his  whole  faculties  under  the  uuxst  severe 
mtrt)!,  was  lively  and  brilliant ;  when  he  gave  it 
nt  and  scope,  it  was  eminently  sportive ;  but 
bile  representing  his  client,  it  was  wholly  subser- 
Bijt  to  that  in  which  his  whole  soul  was  wrapped 
,  and  to  which  each  faculty  of  body  and  of  niiiu! 
n  subdued — the  success  of  the  cause.  His  argu- 
ntative  powers  were  of  the  highest  order ;  clear 
his  statements,  close  in  his  applications,  un- 
iried  and  never  to  be  diviTted  in  his  deductions; 
h  a  quick  and  sure  perception  of  his  point,  and 


ing  in  tha  pnnnut  uf.  iraHll 
it;  cniluni  willt  a  uloe  Ubrceriiuiant  C 
imiionitDCC  antl  «-di;iit  of  (liiBnMU.  oi 
Uiv  fociiliy  of  otaigaing  to  ttu:h  it* 
80  tiB  I'l  biing  forward  lUt  noatn  biid 
Muiiiiy:  ill  bold  relief,  and  witb  its  ftiU 
not  triakcn  iU  effect  by  distntcUng  n 
tbe  MlC-iitian  of  llic  autiienue  among 
cnlatT.  His  utnlorstmidiiig  wus  uniE 
lhi)Uf;li  he  had  iievtur  niadu  liInutdT  a 
yH  cuiilil  lie  eoticluct  a  puivly  legal  m 
ibe  most  perfect  success ;  art']  his  bi 
all  tSiv  tinliiuiry  mutlcrs  uf  liis  in 
abuiuluiiUy  siiilidMit  for  Uie  purpoaea 
Hu  nieiiwry  was  accurate  aixl  reteotl 
tnorrlidiLry  degrea:  nor  did  le  eve^ 
iriiLl  nf  a  cnu^e,  forgot  any  nu 
■nervr.  tlial  beli>0)^il  to  it.  His 
was  perfect  In  ai;liun,  tliul  is,  Ix^lbrBd 
a  line  is  lo  be  tabeu  upon  the  In 
tlon  ri«k«d  to  a  witnesa,  or  a  topic  ch 
tribunal,  on  which  thu  wbiile  fUtc  of  | 
ttun.  Xii  ntuii  raaile  foivor  mislnkuai 
few  fLdvuuta^i-fl  unlinprovc.ll :  li«fote  i 
liaujft'rDiiH  ti>r  an  iktlvtsrsary  tii  hIuhiIm 
bit  giurd ;  for  he  wbh  ever  broad  ai 
and  wan  u  wivmlurous  hd  lio  wn 
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to  all  these  qualities  he  joined  tliat  fire,  that 
that  courage,  which  gave  vigour  and  dircc- 

0  the  whole,  and  bore  down  all  resistance. 
ui,  with  all  his  address  and  prudence,  ever 
:ured  upon  more  bold  figures,  and  they  were 
inly  successful ;  for  his  imagination  was  vigor- 
ougli  to  sustain  any  flight ;  his  taste  was  cor- 
nd  even  severe,  and  liis  execution  felicitous 

1  highest  degree.  Without  much  familiar 
edge  of  even  the  I^tin  classics ;  with  hardly 
icess  to  the  beauties  of  the  Attic  eloquence, 
er  in  pro^e  or  verso ;  witii  no  skill  in  modem 
Lges ;  his  acquaintance  with  the  English  tongue 
it  so  perfect,  and  his  taste  so  exquisite,  that 
g  could  exceed  the  beauty  of  his  diction, 
/er  subj(;ct  he  attempted  ;  whether  discours- 
tli(^  most  liunible  topics,  of  the  most  ordinaiy 

1  court  or  in  society,  or  defending  men  for 
Jives,  under  the  persecution  of  tyrannical 
,  wrt'stlin*:f  against  the  usurpations  of  Parlia- 
in  favour  of  th(^  liberty  of  the  press,  and 
lin*;  a^aiijst  the  iissiudts  of  the  infidel  the 
of  revealed  religion.  Indeed  the  beauty,  as 
4  chaste  simplicity,  of  the  language  in  wiiicJi 
ihl  clothe  the  most  lowly  subjects  reminded 
ussical  s(rholar  of  some  narratives  in  the 
I'y,  \vh(M-(^  ilw.rvi  is  not  one  idea  that  rises 
th<'  meanest  level,  and  yet  all  is  made  grace- 
d  eh^ant  by  the  nuigic  of  the  diction.  Awarf* 


[  thftt  li)«  cloMioiil  Mf|ntr*nni<nt«  wens 
I  tDPn  oftvntiniM  mam-lW  nt  lh«  ptii 
f  111*  L-loT|nurice.  above  all,  of  ki»  DompMbloi 
I  Milutluii  of  Iho  illfilcaltir  lay  <u  ibe  coiiftul 
I  iog  of  the  olil  Knglish  aiitliorx  Id  which  ho 
blmsolf:  Shftk»i>«irp  hn  wo*  more 
in  almiMt  utiy  nuin  uf  hiii  aae ;  and  V 
nity  Imd  bj  heart.  Nor  oaii  It  Im  (In 
L  the  Ktiidy  of  tJic  spceclira  in  '  I'arodun 
[  ea  irood  n  tmbntituii^  an  con  he  fonnd 
,  liumortnl  oTtginnU  in  the  tirci'k  mijck 
I  which  tlioKd  gnat  jircxinctions  havu  nuwilb 
fanned. 

Such  wa«  hb  orator)' :  but  oratory  Is 
)ia]f,  ami  the  latft  half,  of  th(>  JViri 
cate  I  and  Mr.  Krfkiiie  never  was  known 
the  larm  tmpcirlant  moirly  of  the  part  I 
KiHtaln.  Tho  entire  dcvniiiin  to  his  cw 
ntadfl  htin  reject  evi-rylhiii)i  titat  did  ik 
tbrward,  niid  imtlgiiantly  scoru 
■urrifirR  iti  imiallcwt  poJut  for  i 
uinph,  wac  net  thu  niily  virtiii'  of  lib  w 
Hi*  jiiHgm«nt  was  ijuick.  Mcnd,  nml  nu 
mi:h  surf^nnive  Btt-p  ta  be  taken ;  lib 
bold,  but  cantinnfl  anil  cnllgliteu»l,  nt  ou 
Hia  upeakiiiK  was  hardly  n)or*  jwHiBct  I 
exaniioation  uf  wiiacMm,  [h<<  ari  mwhiehi 
I  KukII"!)  advnmteV  *kill  it  iihown  r 
innttoii-in<t.'}iief  waa  an  tki'dlcnt  u  h 
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lamination ;  a  rlejMirtniout  so  a|it  to  tUu-j-Ava  tlio 
ilgar,  and  wliicli  y<;t  in,  ^onorully  Kpf'akiii;^,  fiir 
w  available;,  an  it  lianlly  f;v(;r  im  uutra  didiriilt, 
an  tlif!  <rxaniination-in-f:liif;f,  or  in  n:|ily.  In  ail 
<a^e  varions  f'linctionN,  viii(;thcr  of  wljIn-sHin^-  tlicj 
r}',  or  iirj^iiij^  oljjcc^tion.s  to  tluj  (tourt,  or  fxainiu- 
^  Ills  own  witnf»»^f!»,  or  crosH-iixaniinin;^  his  ad- 
!r53iry*s,  tljis  onn.stininiatf;  advoi-ati?  app^inil  to 
1  at  onr;  and  tlir;  .s'lnif;  time  difli^rcnt  cUnracUTK ; 

nf.t  as  tin;  oounsf;!  and  ropr^jsontative  of  the 
irty,  aiirl  yet  to  lie  the  very  fjarty  liiniwdf ;  while 
•  addressed  the  triiiunal,  to  he  also  aequaintefl 
jtli  ev«Ty  fccWinr  and  thought  of  the  jud^e  or 
v:  jnry  ;  and  while  he  interrogated  the  witness, 
heth'T  to  dniw  from  him  all  he  knew,  and  in  the 
o>t  fiivfjunilde  >Ii;iprr,  or  to  shake  anrl  iJi-^pIar^  ;ill 
;  had  Miid  that  wa-^  arlvr-r'-e,  he  Ji|ipejii<'d  to  hrne 
iten-<!  into  \hc  mind  of  the  |ierM>n  Uf.  v/;l^  rhaiin^ 
illi,  ;>iid  to  hf  f;imili:ir  with  all  that  was  |i;Ls-iii;r 
itliiM  it.      If    i^  liv  •  •u-U   ni'-anM  that  the  h'-ari-r  is 

],t-  ns'ivfd.  rin'l  the  truth  aseertain<<i ;  and  he 
ill  i-\ii  h'*  tli«-  mo-t  .sueressful  iidvufnU'.  who  ean 
•|#ro:i<-h  th«;  ntan-ht  to  this  loffy  and  fliflieult 
fsition. 

'I'll*'  -\if*'c\ii'^  <if  this  j^reat  man  are  jirrrservr-d  to 
I  with  :i  r'.xn-  :iin\  e(;rr*!f:tnr;.-..s  wliieli  tho«-<'  only  of 
>.  iJiiii.'-.  All.  Windham,  .Mr.  C/'anninK,  anrl  Lord 
iirlh  V.  aiiion'j-  all  the  orators  of  whom  this  work 
eat>,  ran  hoa- 1.     He  had  a  j^real  fjieility  of  coni- 


pMition  i  be  wtoIh  both  miicli  niii)  coi 
fin  voliiTum  whirli 
lihnsdf;  must  tif  tlitiro  at  the  vt^vuml  ttmei 
Itrtt  jmbhcatioti.     Mr,  Wliidtiam,  loo,  bV 
bav?  loft  most  «f  tiis  spTOflws  writien  out  o 
in  ^is  titt-n  Iianii.     The  w 
upon    tinar  xpevchc*  liy    tliR  othtrs  jiul 
Nt^illier  those  of  Mr.  I'ox.  or  Mr.  PHt,  d 
oi)c  or  two  fixepiitioiiB,  of  Mr.  Shrridnn, 
juyol  the  same  otlvniilugis ;    anil   a  tii<»t 
mtinuito  wtmld  Ihiivfure  be  formed  of  ill 
t|ueiice,  as  coinpareil  viiih  that  of  others, 
only  to  liulKI    their  Judgment  upon   til* 
whifii  thu  Par[{ami?ntn,ry  DclNitcs  {ircsat 
Of  Mr.  EwkineN,  tl.e  «ist.  beyond 
wn*  his  speech  for  Rtopkiiale,  fiinlishly  niid 
dvely  pntseciitetl  by  the  tluiin.-  of  Coan 
publisliinf;   ihc  Ret-ettirid  Mr.  Lof^i's 
(net  ujiou  naiititi((ti's  iiri[)car.hmeui.      T 
nn  finer  thtnj^s  In  modern,  and  few  finw  h 
eloquenee  llian  the  celebmlclpiuisngporthi 
CbUif  i  nor  ha«  bennliful  lnni;una;r  mw  b 
witli  mow!  ciiriiiiia  felicity  to  raise  a  rtri! 
an  appropriuti^  inuige  befure  the  inEnd,  tin 
mtnilL'  of  the  winds  "  laHliIti);  before  them 
riaiDEnts,  vhicli  without  the  lempost  would 
into  pcdtilenue,"      The  gpeeclie* 
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iation  against  those  who  took  from  the 
he  sentence  against  Sidney,  which  should 
een  leh  on  record  to  all  ages,  that  it  might 
id  blacken  in  the  sight,  like  the  handwriting 
wall  before  the  flastem  tyrant,  to  deter 
itrages  upon  justice."  One  or  two  of  the 
IS  upon  Stnluction,  especially  that  for  the 
.nt  in  Howard  v.  Bingham,  are  of  exquisite 

mains  tliatwc  commemorate  the  deeds  whidi 
and  \v)iich  ca^t  the  fame  of  his  oratory  into 
xle.  He  was  an  undaunted  man;  he  was  an 
ted  advocate.  To  no  Court  did  he  ever 
,  neither  to  the  Court  of  the  King,  neither 
2onvi  of  the  King's  Judges.  Their  smiles 
eir  frowns  lie  disregarded  alike  in  the  fear- 
cliary:e  of  his  duty.  lie  upheld  the  lilwrty 
)ress  ai^aiiist  the  one  ;  he  defended  therij^hts 

j)eo|)le  against  both  combined  to  destroy 

If  there  he  yet  amongst  us  the  power  of 
lisciissin^  the  aetsof  oup  rulers;  if  there  be 

[)rivilt;j:e  of  nieeting^  for  the  promotion  of 
!  ni'onus ;  if  he  who  desires  wholesome 
s  ill  our  Constitution  be  still  recognised  as 
ot,  and  not  doomed  to  die  the  death  of  a 
;  let  us  aeknowledire  with  gratitude,  that 
,    ^n*at   man,  under  Heaven,  we    ow<^    tliis 

of    the    tinu's.       In    1794,    his   dauntless 
,  his  indomitable  courage,  kindling  his  elo- 


.t^RuKt,  hafMag  hh  conduct,  giving  i 

lt-iji]iiig  firmness  10  liis  matcliltss  ^klll,  : 
cumblnation  of  statesmen,  and  princes,  anj 
— ihe  league  of  cruelty  and  cmft,  fbraicd  tod 
Our  Uberlies— and  triumpliaiitly  scattered  i 
winds  the  Imir-occoniplished  scbcnie  of  ao  u 
ing  prnsvriplion.  llefore  sucli  a  pn^ciuus  I 
as  this,  well  may  tlie  lustre  of  stalevmen  I 
orators  grow  pale;  and  yet  this  wan  tfje  ac 
itieot  of  ono  only  not  tlie  lirst  orator  at-jb 
and  not  among  its  fareiiiost  statesmen,  I 
was  beyond  all  coinjKirisuii  the  niost  ocOQ 
advocate,  utid  the  most  eloquent,  ihnl  n 
have  prwluced. 

The  disposition  and  manners  of  the  | 
Iiardiy  less  attractive  than  his  genius  a 
fcssiona]  sltiU  were  admirable.  Ha  was,  Ilki^ 
all  great  men,  simple,  natural,  and  nmi&bl( 
of  humane  feelings  and  kindly  affections,  I 
he  had  little  o  "^ 

tiio  gny  to  take  any  dolight  in  discusuoi^ 
humour  vas  playful  to  buoyancy,  and  wifi 
extravagance ;  and  he  indulged  his  i 
ikivioua  onri  abrupt  iniaginatiuti  as  much  & 
lit  in  pnblic  he  kept  it  under  ri^uroai 
That  hia  private  character  was  exempt  n 
Ingii  mm  in  uii  u'i^o  be  af[ii*tned. 
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leaders  of  his  times,  was  wholly  unmixed 
hing  offensive  to  others ;  though  it  might 
mile  at  his  own  expense.  Far  from  seek- 
se  himself  by  their  depression,  his  vanity 
le  be^t-natured  and  least  selfish  kind ;  it 
ly  social  and  tolerant,  and,  as  it  were, 
is;  nay,  he  always  seemed  to  extol  the 
>ther»  witli  fully  more  enthusiasm  than  he 
layetl  in  recounting  his  own.  But  there 
ker  places  to  be  marked,  in  the  extreme 
ice  witli  wliich  some  indulgences  were 
nd  unfortunate  connexions,  even  late  in 
led.  Lord  Kenyon,  who  admired  and 
n  fervently,  and  used  always  to  appear  as 
him  as  a  schoolmaster  of  his  favourite 
ough  himself  rigorous  to  the  point  of 
1,  was  wont  to  call  these  imperfections, 
hem  tolerantly,  "  spots  in  the  sun  ;"  and 
itli  sorrow  he  added,  that  as  the  lustre  of 
lary  became  more  dim,  the  Bpots  did  not 
in  tlieir  dimensions.  The  usual  course  on 
asions  is  to  say,  Taceamus  dp  his^ — hut 
leitJier  asserts  her  greatest  privilege,  nor 
*s  h<T  liiglier  (hities,  when,  dazzled  by 
genius,  or  tLstonislied  by  splendid  triumphs, 
(>ften<-d  by  amiable  qualitiw,  she?  abstains 
•king  those  (h'frets  which  so  often  degnule 
sterling  worth,  and  which  tlie  talents  and 
tions  that  thev  accompanv  mav  sometimes 
ten  to  imitate. 


tftATisMty  Kirrti 


» 


the  siriiuog  ami 
giCHt  iuu*a  ytuoa  k 

ciikwi  ntimglh  of  omsiitutiiMi  majr  abo  t 
I>iirisi(  tii«  «i^liI-aDil-twetiiy  ymts  thai 
tt<ed  at  ttie  bar,  be  uever  was  [iniveatad 
faourfiruiii  attenilin-t  ta  tus  prafeMAoml  <lt)li 
Uie  Taibuiu  State  Tri^ji  In  1794.  he  laaa  1 
Dti  tJie  HV«niDf(  before  be  «■»  to  aiUriHa  t 
It  returned  to  tiim  just  in  limt!,  and  tiib>  II 
rdiottie*  of  bU  career,  fip  nlwn;»  OMiil 
Rpecbl  proTidrace,  villi  liic  linirituitlf  i 
dbpontioD  of  suod  whit^h  wao  beradttsiy 
godlf  ftntiliea  tliat  be  apruri);  fnnn. 
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SON  of  great  oniinence,  who,  like  Mr.  En- 
rose  from  tlie  Bar,  where,  however,  he  never 
iisheil  hini^f  much,  was  Mr.  Perceval,  a 
very  quick  parts,  much  energy  of  character, 
*Ks  coura^',  joined  to  pationt  industry,  prac- 
jency  us  a  speaker,  great  skill  and  readiness 
iMiter ;  but  of  no  information  beyond  what 
k'iil  cHhiciitioii  g'ivos  tho  common  run  of 
I  youths.  Of  views  upon  all  thinp^s  the 
arrow,  ni)on  religious  and  oven  politicuil 
lis  till'  most  bip^oted  and  intulcrant,  his 
jf  nuntal  vision  was  oonlincd  in  proj)ortion 
ij^noniiur  on  all  ^onoral  subjects.  Within 
diiTc  ho  siiw  with  oxtremo  acutoness,—  lis 
do  is  supposed  to  bo  more  sharp-sightcHJ 
o  oaLclo  tor  hali'a  (piartor  of  an  inoli  before 
as  b(>voiid  tho  linuts  of  his  litth^  horizon 
no  bettor  than  the  nude,  so,  like  hor,  he 
boliovod,  and  always  acted  on  t\\v  belief, 
I'youd  what  ho  could  dosciy  nothinp^  wliat* 
;istod  ;  and  \w  nustrustiHl,  dreaded,  and  even 
all  who  Imd  an  ampler  visual  range  tliaa 


T,  lie  possessed  many  qualities,  bol 
the  heart,  which  Btrtrngly  r 
to  the  coiiGiience  of  the  English  pvopb 
ecaretl  them  by  refiueiuBDts,  nor  alAnuC 
by  any  sympathy  ivilh  impravemeDU 
old  arnl  hcaien  track  :  an<I  lie  shnred  H 
ihdr  fuvourite  national  prejailicis. 
adherent  of  the  Crown,  and  u  piaiB 
Church,  he  was  d«ar  to  all  who  o 
ifivels  by  libations  to  Church  and  £ 
u-hom  rCjiBrd  the  clergy  as  of  fiir  moi 
than  ifae  gospel — all  of  whom  o 
prsi^  lu  s«t  the  monarch  above  the  I 
this,  Ihe  accidtintal  qnalilicalio 
family  eicesMvely  aiiached  to 
£stabli^i(nenl,  and  still  more  t1 
uilorned  tiis  chamc^ler ;  a  domestic  1 
stain,  an  exemplary  disciisr^  tif  tin 
devolve  on  the  father  of  a  r 
piinrliial  jieHbriiiance  of  all  his  obligs 
per  which,  though  quick  anil  even 
generally  gomi.  a  disposition  charital 
wtine  the  rancour  of  party  o 
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relen  of  mere  fortune — aiming  at  power  alone 
•and  only  suffering  his  ambition  to  be  restrained 
f  its  intermixture  with  his  fiery  zeal  for  the  suc- 
S8  of  his  cherished  principles,  religious  and  civil. 
he  whole  character  thus  formed,  whether  intel- 
ctual  or  moral,  was  eminently  fitted  to  command 
le  respect  and  win  the  favour  of  a  nation  wliose 
rqudices  are  numerous  and  deep-rooted,  and  wliose 
^rd  for  the  decencies  of  private  life  readily 
eoepts  a  strict  observance  of  them  as  a  substitute 
hr  almost  any  political  defect,  and  a  compensation 
hr  many  political  crimes. 

t'  The  eloquence  of  Mr.  Perceval,  any  more  than 
capacity,  was  not  of  the  higliest  order ;  although, 
.  ft  his  capacity,  it  was  always  strenuously  exerted, 
iKi  soiiietiincs  extremely  powerful.  lie  wiu?  a 
fi^son  of  acute  and  quick  ratlier  than  of  great 
Cultic»s.  At  tlie  ])ar  his  sueeess  was  assured,  if 
Miad  not  (h'viat(Hl  into  politics;  giving  a  rival 
that  mistress  which  is  jealous  to  excess  of  tin? 
1st  infidelity  in  her  suitor.  The  ninibleness  of 
bid  and  indnstry  of  a])plicati()n  which  then  dis- 
Iguislunl  him  he  brought  into  the  House  of  Coni- 
Dns ;  and  (liflering  from  other  lawyers,  he  was 
Ways  so  lively  as  to  be  heard  withont  any  effort 
.  a  place  far  enou<rh  from  being  enamoured  with 
he  gown.  As  Attorney-General  to  i\Ir.  Adding- 
m,  and  iH'aring  almost  the  whole  burthen  of  the 
liequal  debate,  wliile  the  forces  of  Fox,  JMtt,  and 


mt 


Ms  sipirit  ever  dauiilksis,  lu;^,  t 
'cnieigcncy — gaiiit}il  him 

K  noJy  and  a  powerful  delwtcr. 
tite  iirul«»auu  lu  1807.  luiil  taking 
Hucts«  iif  Cammuns,  he  ayipeared  aa  • 
uisler  in  all  but  name,  and  afturwanla,  luii 
of  PortlaDit'e  duath,  hail  the  title  iviili  ihet 
of  Pramier,  his  siicceas  was  iui«riur; 
nnt  fiir  some  tim«  act  up  I 
hn  had  i;^iijed  ia  the  subunUnate  < 
fesioiial  station. 

But,  the  debutes  upon   th«   Rea^q 
when  he  (bught,  almost  virigle-has 
royal  prtimyiRttve  agniiiet  conslitutiot 
villi  Itie  pru^pt.'ct  of  the  Itcgt-nt  being- 1 
opponoiit,  as  Im  ungual  ouuii«xiau  i 
Ornlinn  hiul  ntade  him  lus  LmpiMaU 


MR.  rEBCEVAL.  71 

(1  2sealou8  champion  the  minister  hod 
His  manner  of  speaking,  familiar 
ck,  lively,  smart,  yet  plain  upon  the 
offending  no  one  by  figures  or  by  tropes, 
infj^Iy  i>opuiar  in  the  House  of  Com- 
)  tiie  (hillcst  iiavo  no  dislike  to  an  acute 
euder,  so  he  be  not  over  brilliant  and 
was  a  man  of  business  too  in  all  hii 
of  living  and  of  speaking ;  opening  a 
1  of  finance  or  Regulation,  with  as  great 
would  reply  to  :i  ))ersonal  attack  :  above 
lantry  in  debate  well  fittcti  him  for  a 
hoover  might  quail  before  a  powerful 
)r  faint  under  the  pressure  of  a  bad 
iki'  fri'^i-ht  in  a  storm  of  popular  con- 
even  indignation,  he  was  nemo  of  these ; 
ouder  rajj^cd  the  tenipest,  so  much  the 
;  the  voice  thai  called  his  forces  toge- 
nilcd  tiiein  for  th(;  work  of  the  day, 
''ace  the  ent'uiy  or  to  weather  tlie  gale, 
UM),  wiieii  tiie  tirniness  of  tlie  Royal 
the  Ministry  was  sorely  triwl,  but  above 
a  pattern  of  nionility,  a  strict  observer 
es,  a  somewhat  intolerant  exactor  of 
!>rs,  of  iiini  who,  beyond  all  nu^n,  must 
it  hard  to  face  th<>  moral  or  n^ligious 
of  the  wi»oh»  country,  roused  by  the 
for  a  nienient  torn  nuh'Iv  i\:*'u\o.  which 
»  cov(>red  ov(t  th(^  tender  inuuoralities 


prKoyal  life— even  then  tbe  penon  nmst  13 
,  be  slruck  down  by  llie  blast  was  tbe  iint  t 
I  it,  aod  to  struggle  on  luauftiUy  througli  tbo 
)  of  tbet  difficult  crisis,  as  if  lie  had  uevtf  s] 
.  the  C'hurcli,  and  the  moral  Isw,  and  wlv 
'  ehildren,  and  domestic  ties,  and  tho  p 

couHa,— 88  if  the  people,  of  all  sectaDndolli 

'    were  looking  on,  llie  calm  spectatun  of  ii 

nary  debate.     The  public  voice  rendered  1 

this  occasion  tlic  jtislice  ever  dot 

allow  in  perfonuliig  their  duty  that  tliey  b 

counge  to  disre^rd  clamour,  and  1 

their  reputation  as  a  shield  against  misco 

.    tion.     So  stain  rested  upon  his  character  A 

t  gallant  defence  of  the  Duke  of  Torki  u 

■    who  wore  suceeaaful  in  attacking  the  &lr  I 

Ae  Prince,  faileii  in  all  tlieir  attempts  to  h 

his  official  defender.     In  the  iiex 

Farliatnent  with  a  Ministrj-  crippled  by  t 

of  both  Mr.  Canning's  eloquence^  and  Ijonl' 

raag'h's  manly  courage,  and   long  expi 

I    afBuKi—^idt  it  too,  after  such  a  signal  nil 

I    iiev«r  Ittifare  tmd  attended  noy  fellure  of  | 

'    renunent  in  ita  military-  operatJoiis.     But  h 

preMnled  the  same  undaunted  front  to  aO 

and  having  happily  oblaineil   the  oo-opr 

Iiord  Wellcsley,  and  continuing  to  etyoy  I 

nefit  of  his  iltu«!lriou«  bmther't  victoriMi  h 

triiunpjied  air«r  oU    opposition,  until  tlw 
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i  desertion  of  his  friends  seemed  to  give 
party  a  lease  of  their  places  during  his 

minent  person's  career  was  cut  short  while 
idst  of  the  most  difficult  struggle  of  all  in 
i  was  fated  to  engage.  The  influence  of 
id  Mr.  Stephen  over  his  mind  was  un- 
Agreeing  on  all  political  questions,  and 
:he  strength  of  their  religious  feelings,  al- 
:he  one  leant  towards  the  High  Church 
id  the  other  was  a  Low  Churchman,  upon 
Ions  connected  with  neutral  rights,  he  in 
al  manner  deferred  to  the  opinion  of  him 
ofessional  life  had  been  chiefly  passed  in 
ssion  of  them.  Accordingly  the  measure 
ders  in  Council  devised  by  him  was  readily 
by  the  minister,  who,  never  giving  either 
:)rt  or  his  opposition  by  halves,  always 
iiself  into  any  cause  which  he  espoused 
iiiicli  zeal  as  if  it  were  his  own.  Add  to 
learty  and  deep-rooted  hatred  of  Napoleon 
}  regarded  with  the  true  feelings  of  the 
s  he  accurately  rei)resented  tlieir  national 
s — the  scorn  of  the  Americans,  whom  he 
vitli  the  animosity  peculiar  to  all  the  cour- 
Jeorire  III. — his  truly  English  feeling  in 
obtaining  through  the  war  a  monopoly  of 
,  and  bringing  into  London  and  iVi-islol 
lerce  of  the  world — all  these  desiren  were 
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ing  the  miniHter  met  liim  walking  towanlH 
.01180  with   Mr.   Steplien  unii-iii-iirni.      He 

■ 

itly,  with  hiri  uccuHtomed  oi^tivity,  darted  for- 

to  ()lK*y  tho  AuinnioiiM,  but  for  wliich  Mr. 
cii,  who  happened  to  bo  on  his  loft  Hide, 
1  liave  l>een  the  victim  of  the  aHsaMin*H  blow, 
I  ])ro8tnLttHi  Mr.  IVrceval  as  lie  cMitorad  tlio 
.  Tlie  wn^trhcMJ  man,  by  name  Ikdliii^ham, 
lo  kind  of  (piarrcl  with  him  ;  but  comphiined 
uit  at  St.  IVtorsburpfh  Iiavin^^  boon  neghnsted 
ir  ainbassiidor  th(>n%  Lord  (ininviih%  whom 
(MidtHl  to  have  (U^stmye<l  had  not  Mr.  Peroeval 

first  in  liis  way.  lie  novor  attemptetl  to 
* :  l)ut  was  taktMi,  commit ttnl,  tried,  oon- 
imI,  <'\<HMitcM|,  tlisst'ctcd,  all  within  »>nc  week 
th(*  time  that  hi'  tin>(l  the  shot.  So  i^rcat  an 
^i>  upon  jiisti('(>  iM'xcr  was  \vitncss(>d  in  nioiU'rn 
:  for  the  aj)|)li('ati(»n  to  (h'lay  tht'  trial,  until 
ticc  of  ills  in.suiitv  ronhl  ho  brou«iht  from 
pool,  was  rcruscd.  and    the  trial   procccth'd, 

both  the  court,  the  witnesses,  the  jury,  and 
I'oph',  were  nntiir  liie  inlluenee  of  the  teelin^s 
ally  excited  by  the  (h>ph»ral>le  slan>* liter  ot 
f  liie  most  eniiiK  nt  and  virtuous  men  in  any 
of  the  <'oinniunitv. 

lias  Item  .said  already  that  Mr.  Perceval  was 
ni|iertet'li\  educated  and  very  narrow  uiinded. 
as   iii(>  .sla\e  td'  violent   prejudices,  and   hiul 

made  anv  etlort  to  shake    them  oil',  or  to 


I  mltigBtr  tlioin  b;  iimtructing  hunselfln  an; 

bmncliGB  of  Icviiinjc  out  of  liiH  < 

imty  tliaC  111?  bad  ibe  utilliiary  portion  of 

leariiiu)^  u'lilcli  all  Eng'liah  gentlemen  m 

their  i>arly  yoiitli.     Ilnw  amialilu  Kicvor  ii 

I  U&,  Iiu  Willi  uitulcmnl  of  utli^rn  wlin  dil 

him  in  ttiB  (irciportioii  of  liis  ignonnoei 

[  mitted   the   error  of  all    such    conscientio 

I  Itigotnl  niEii,  tho  furgctting^  that  those  of 

MntuuBiits  have  uxaclly  tlm  e&mn  excuse 

[  ylddlng  obstinacy  that  thoy  liave  for  rooted 

)  towards  adverse  doctrinm.     I'huy  fool  all  t 

I  of  uitulcmnce,  but  make  no  kind  of  altowK 

I  uthera  feeling  »imen'but  of  the  fire  wbtoh  bl 

I  fl«o«]y  witldu  themwlvcs. 


<  n  ) 
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two  tmintiit  fen  ^         w«       0 

gfmklngf  W6M  Mf •  1  i 

adberratif  though  of  a        id 
Lord  GrenviUe  wm  of  J      101^ 

bin  fortune  during  the  eventmi  lod  of  the 
oppof  Itlon  and  the  tint  V  h  war,  left 
Roe  with  him  in  1801,  nor  quitted  him  until  he 
men  tod  to  renume  it  in  1804,  preferriny^  plaoo  to 
laroctor,  and  leaving  the  Whlgn,  by  wIiohb  Ii&lp 
»  bad  overthrown  the  Addington  Administration. 
rom  tliat  niomont  J^ord  (jreiivfllo  joined  the 
rhig  party,  with  whom  to  tlie  end  of  his  public 
b  he  continued  to  aet. 

A  greater  accession  to  the  popular  cause  and 
le  Wliig  party  it  was  impossible  to  imagine,  unless 
Ir.  Pitt  himself  had  persevered  in  his  desire  of 
fining  tlie  standanl  under  which  liis  first  and 
oblest  battles  were  fcmglit.  All  the  qualities  In 
^hlcli  tlieir  long  opposition  and  pcTsonal  habits 
Ne  them  deficient,  Iword  Grenville  possessed  in 
1  einiueut  degree )    long  habits  of  busineM  had 
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matured  liia  experience  and  ilisctplinud 
rally  vigonms  underBtauding ;  a  life  8 
T^ular  liad  HiirrouniiwI  liiiii  wUh  tlie 
count rynieti,  and  of  those  whom  the  ilasElii 
of  otliors  could  not  blind  to  their 
nties  or  idle  habits  ;  a  firm  attachmn 
Church  as  by  law  ^tahlisheU  allracted 
him  the  confidence  of  those  who  subecri 
doctrines  and  approve  its  disciplli 
tried  prudence  and  discretion  were  a  boUi 
wantod  against  the  opposite  defects  of 
party,  and  especially  of  their  most 
leader. 

Afler  Mr.  Grattan,  it  would  be  diffieull 
out  any  person  to  wliom  the  great  and  tat 
question  of  Irish  Policy,  and  the  cause  of 
liberty  in  general,  was  bo  much  indebtw 
Grenville ;  •    while,   in    the   sucrificm 

*  The  plan  of  tfaiR  vark  ottonnn  prcolnilet  all 
Bl  \easl  ill  delailcd  ivrercacc,  to  Ibc  oaDducI  ttai 
of  living  ■lalriiacu.  Uiit  for  lliig  an  amplH  SeU 
Dpenisl,  in  wbicb  M  ctp&tiate  opoa  the  Inni 
rf  Lwd  Grey,  and  the  ample  fucrlflcr*  i 
durinK  the  greater  part  of  hie  political  life,  lo  tl 
the  tutereali  uT  lliu  Triali  [iroiile.  l.(ird  WellMl«; 
in  the  EBine  eaate.  it  ia  also.  Ibr  tlii!  ame  n 
to  eiiteT  upon,  flirlher  Ihon  lo  remind  Ifac  I 
hnfing  almost  begun  lifu  ai  the  advncsle  of  ll 
ctBintB,  lie,  and  after  Idni  l.unl  Aiiglewy,  Si 
exinipli!  to  Buceeeding  Viceroys  of  tilling  IroUi 
mm  per&cl  jniticc  to  nil  pnrtie*.  and  boldii^ ' 
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de  to  it,  lie  certainly  much  esLceeded  Mr.  Grat- 
I  himself.  He  was  enabled  to  renrfer  this  vaJu- 
e  service  to  liIs  counlr)',  Dot  more  by  his  natural 
iitiee,  which  were  of  a  very  high  order— souod 
Igment,  extraordinary  memory,  an  almost  pre- 
tiatural  pou'er  of  application — and  by  the  rich 
irea  of  knowledge  whkii  those  eminent  qualities 
d  put  him  in  posseSEion  of,  than  by  the  acci- 
ntal  circumstances  in  his  previous  history  and 
Kent  position  —  his  long  experience  in  office, 
hich  had  tried  and  matured  his  talenta  in  times 
Fnnesampled  difficulty — his  connexion  wiih  Mr. 
Itt,  both  in  the  kindred  of  blood  and  of  place,  so 
(U  fitted  to  conciliate  tJie  Tory  party,  or  at  all 
fints  to  disarm  their  hostility,  and  lull  their  sua- 
liions — above  all,  the  well-knowu  and  steady 
achnient  of  himself  and  his  Amily  to  the  priu- 
>]eB    and    the  establishment  of  the  Church  of 

When,  therefore,  he  quitted  power  with  Mr. 
tt  in  1801,  rather  than  abandon  the  Catholic 
nanoipation,  the  carrying;  of  wliich  had  only  a 
tr  before  t>een  held  out  as  one  of  tlie  princijial 
iects  of  the  Union ;  and  wlien,  in  1804,  he 
mptorily  refused  to  join  Mr.  Pitt  in  resuuiing 
listry  should  be  formed  upon  a 


even,  with  a  itcadj  lutid,  betwecc  Catliulie  uaj 
(clntoDt,  Churcluuaa  and  Diuc-uler, 


r 


ni^li  to  rompiehrnil  th»W1 
Ul«i  nkiian  uf  Itberul,  tolmjil  |iriariplcs,  { 
•11,  tlitf  iTuh  qiiMtion.  (taltifd 
whMD  alliaiic(>,  wlierhdr  IjI*  liitrinafc  ort 
qnalitifs  wnre  coiwiiienxl,  miffht  jiwtljr 
twjorul  All  prinN  The  frit^ii'ls  nf  ritU 
gioua  liberty  iltiljr  valiiMl  lliln  tf 
««wiuti  I  atid  the  dbtlnguUhpc) 
tbi>y  now  ■cc«»nt«cl  a*  »n«  of  tiuiir 
cluuiipion*,  and  truMcd  b»  »no  of  ib^  hh 
loadim,  nnipljr  niaid  the  e 
him,  by  Uifl  •tmclf  and  (li^l«n«l«d 
wlitdi,  MJtlj  )ib  ohsmcirrlulc  iiit«^rhy 
aett,  he  gave  t»  tlin  ruiuc.  'I'akirM^  <■ 
JUf.  Fin,  will  pUg«1  b1  ihe  hiul  af  ih 
mnit,  upon  the  death  of  that  ifnM 
torily,  and  trith  buv  courtoiy,  r^]«eki 
overturn  nf  the  Klii|f  to  Mipantte  fmm  tl 
ADil  nj'iiti  hii  nncittiil  allita  of  the  111 
Soon  «ft<>rwnrd*.  In  linn  union  with  ibi 
of  the  Fox  party,  h«  narrwvl  the  Abolhl 
SitivQ  TnHv,  ud  r«linid  fnim  pawwr, 
bluJ  hlnuelf  not  to  prua  lh«  CatbnBe 
pUioti  upon  the  oarruw-ui laded  thougk 
tioua  Prince  whom  he  irrvMl.  CantiDulq 
aJlkncn  with  thi>  ^Vhig»,  hv  tliKml  wlUi 
fruwiu  nf  the  Cuurl  unil  Ihu  Imbitintl 
from  ulBce  which  liU,  fur  tli«  moat  put, 
portion  in  public  llfr.     Nor  oui  It  ba 
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a«noe  with  whioh  he  abided  by  hie 
inioDB  in  fiivour  of  the  Catholio  Quet* 
prevented  him  from  presiding  over  the 
hiB  country,  during,  at  the  least,  twenty 
I  life.  They  who  have  come  to  the  aid 
al  oause  only  when  its  soooess  made  an 

it  the  road  to  Court  fiivour,  with  all 
aiments  of  profit  and  of  power,  have  a 
nt  account  of  mutiMtl  obligation  to  settle 
country,  from  that  whieh  Lord  Oren« 
at  any  time  since  his  retiiemenft  have 
but  disdained  ever  even  to  hint  at. 
who,  after  his  powerful  advocacy,,  hia 
nt^rity,  his  heavy  saerifioes,  had  all 

the  Irish  question,  have  come  forward 
le  good  work,  and  Imve  reaped  every 
tification  from  doing  their  duty,  instead 

a  sacrifice  of  their  interests  like  him, 
9f€U,  while  they  usurp  all  the  glory  of 
ises,  to  recollect  the  men  whose  labours, 
ith  proscription,  led  the  way  to  com* 
insignificant  exertions,  still  more  bene- 
be  iiuiividuals  that  made  them,  than 
us  to  the  cause  they  served, 
lownients   of  this  eminent  statesman's 

all  of  a  useful  and  commanding  sort — 
*,  stondy  memory,  vast  industry.  His 
its  were  in  the  same  proportion  val  le 
; — a  thorough  acquaintance  with  b 


■W  STATESMi:!)  OF  TIMS  U 

pondus  in  lerbli I     Quun  nihil  non 
exibat  ex  ore  1     Siltiamus  de  tsto, 
ilolorem-      Nam   et   pneteritorum    recorditbi 
ae«rbB,  et  acerbior  expeotalio  niU({uorHia."* 


*  Qcero,  Bratoi^  aC6. 


(    M    ) 
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m  name  which  we  meiitioiied  at  superior  to  e?n& 
rd  Grenville  in  dervices  to  the  Irish  question, 
slls  to  mind  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  his 
I — ^Henry  Grattan. 

[t  would  not  be  easy  to  point  out  any  statesman 
patriot,  in  any  age  of  the  world,  whose  &me 
ods  higher  for  his  public  services;  nor  is  it 
eible  to  name  any  one,  the  purity  of  whose 
lutation  has  been  stained  by  so  few  faults,  and 
!  lustre  of  whose  renown  is  dimmed  by  so  few 
[)erfections.  From  the  earliest  year  at  which 
could  appear  upon  the  political  stage,  he  de- 
ed himself  to  state  afl^irs.  While  yet  in  the 
me  of  youth,  he  had  achieved  a  victory  which 
ids  at  the  head  of  all  the  triumphs  ever  won  by 
atriot  for  his  country  in  modem  times ;  he  had 
cted  an  important  revolution  in  the  Govem- 
it,  without  violence  of  any  kind,  and  had  broken 
ins  of  the  most  degrading  kind,  by  which  the 
istice  and  usurpation  of  three  centuries  had 
ind  her  down.  Her  immediate  gratitude  placed 
I  in  a  situation  of  independence,  which  enabled 

£  3 


e  111. 


I  liim  to  consecrate  the  remuiniler  or  his  daysj 
vice,  without  Llie  interrupHun  nriang  fro 

t  fesBionnl  pursuits ;  and  he  coiitiiiued  to  p 
Bsma  course  of  patrioliem  marked  by 
n  of  the  moderation  which  springs  ftwt 
bined  wisdom  and  virtue,  willi  the  firmni 

I  the  zeal  whicli  urepL-euliar  to  genius-  No  I 
partisan,  making  devotion  to  the  public  t 
convenient  and  a  safe  mtuk  for  the  atlaim 
his  selfish  interests,  whether  of  sordid  a 
crawling;  ambition,  ever  found  in  Gnittan 
an  instrument  or  an  accomplice.  No  truQ 
of  the  people,  inspired  with  a  generous  il 

I  extirpating  abuses,  and  of  extending  the  i 
freedom,  ever  complained  of  Grattau's  slon 

I  join  the  untarnished  banner  of  patriotisn 
advocate  of  human  improvement,  filled  «r 
sacred  zeal  of  enjai^iug  the  enjoyments  or 
ing  the  condition  of  mankind,  nos  e 
his  aspirations  by  Grattau's  coldness,  or  had 
to  wish  liim  less  (he  advocate  of  Ireland  i 
the  friend  of  his  species. 

The  principal  battle  wliicli  he  fought 
native  country  required  him  In  embitics 
great  and  difficult  question  of  (hHuesliu  poli 
the  misnilo  and  oppression  esereiaeil  by  I 
over  tiio  Irish  people  extended  to  all  the 
rnial  dealings,  as  well  as  to  iheir  pnlitical 
uid  sought  to  fL-tter  iheir  ttatic  by  a  comj 
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»f  vexatious  regulations,  as  well  as  to  awe 
islators  by  an  assumption  of  sovereignty, 
npose  the  fetters  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction 
e  administration  of  justice  itself.  In  no 
this  vast  and  various  field  were  Mr.  Grat- 
vers  found  to  fail,  or  his  acquirements  to 
ificient ;  and  he  handled  the  details  of  fiscal 
(lercantile  policy  with  as  much  accuracy 
reat  address  as  he  brought  to  the  discus* 
;he  broader  and  easier  though  more  mo* 

subject — the  great  question  of  National 
ience.  He  was  left,  on  the  achievement 
;reat  triumph,  in  poesesrion  of  at  brilliant 
tion  as  man  could  desire ;  and  it  was  un* 
y  any  one  act  either  of  factious  violence, 
rsonal  meanness,  or  of  the  inconsistency 
ich  overmuch  vehemence  in  the  pursuit  of 
rthy  objects  is  wont  to  betray  even  the 
rtuous  men.  The  popular  fkvour  which 
ed  to  so  unexampled  a  degree,  and  in  such 
red  profusion,  was  in  a  short  time  destined 
an  interruption,  not  unusual  in  the  history 
lar  leaders;  and  for  refusing  .to  join  in  the 

of  a  more  than  doubtful  origin,  of  men 
in  rq)utation  of  every  kind,  and  of  a  more 
ibtfiil  honesty — ^men  who  proscribed  as  un- 
of  the  people's  esteem  all  that  acknow- 
ny  restraints  of  moderation — he  lived  to 
9e]f  denounced  by  the  &ctious,  reviled  by 


I 
I 

I 


uutirinciplwl,  auU  ahaiutoned  by  l\xtai 
bulk  of  tlie  verj-  naiiou  whose  idol  he 

The  war  with  France,  &Dd  the  fear  or 
tlonary  movements  at  honie,  rviidered  tlm 
■ome  years  ati  alarmist ;  and  lio  juintid  witli  I 
whu  Bnp)>orted  tlie  lioetilides  into  which  Mr. 
and  the  PoriJniid  Ei^ci'ders  from  the  Wlilg  f 
unhappily  plunged  llie  empim.  Hut  ho  on 
bis  support  of  arbitrary  nioasuree  at  ham*  a 
dlort  way.  coniparod  willi  Hu>  new  alliei  of 
Government  in  England :  tuid  the  pnweeili 
the  Irisli  Ministry,  during  and  alttir  tlie  I! 
found  in  him  an  adversary  as  unconiprominq 
in  the  days  of  his  most  strenuous  patrinliiuni, 
dazxUng  popularity.  i)oiipa.irii^  of  mi 
iff  any  eltbrts  of  the  party  in  Parliauunli 
Joined  in  the  measure  of  secessiou  atloptod  l)y 
EngUxh  Whigs,  but  atler  a  manner  &r  nmr 
ooncilable  to  a  uensu  of  pnblic  duty,  na  w«ll  a 
more  efl(!Ctivo  in  itself,  than  the  absurd  w)d  la 
patent  coursi!  wliicli  they  pursued,  of  retatiilji| 
office  of  representatives,  while  they  refused  td. 
S^nn  any  of  itii  duties,  except  ihe  eiyoynaeutd 
persona)  privileges.  Air.  UruU^n  and  tUe  In 
of  the  Iriali  opposition  vacated  their  scmla  tX  i 
And  lell  tJieir  oonsiituents  lo  diuunu  other  < 
gates.  When  tlie  Union  was  iiroponnded, 
again  returned  lu  iht-ir  posts,  luiil  otfiTed  a  n 
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NM9  to  tbal  sifiMQrei  wkioh  at  firat  proved  sue* 
Mlult  and  deferred  foot  a  year  the  accomplkh- 
ent  of  a  meware  planned  in  tme  wisdom^  though 
ceeoted  by  noet  corrupt  and  corrupting  means 
•«  measure  at  necenary  for  the  well-being  of 
mlaod  aa  &r  the  seourity  of  the  empire  at  large. 
ti  entered  the  Imperial  parliament  in  1805,  and 
aatloned,  with<  the  eatceptiou  of  the  question  upon 
b  renewal  of  the  war  in  1815,  a  constant  and 
tout  powerful  coa4jutor  of  the  Whig  party,  re- 
Iring  office  when  they  oeine  into  power  upon  Mr. 
ittfa  death,  but  lending  them  a  strenuous  support 
fmi  all  great  questions,  whether  of  English  po- 
qr  or  of  Irish,  and  showing  himself  most  con- 
liouously  above  the  mean  and  narrow  spirit  that 
ould  confine  a  statesman's  exertions  to  the  ques- 
ons  which  interest  one  portion  of  the  empire,  or 
ith  which  his  own  fame  in  former  times  may 
itve  been  more  peculiarly  entwined. 

Among  the  orators,  as  among  the  statesmen  of 
ia  age,  Mr.  Grattan  occupies  a  place  in  the  fore- 
Kiat  rank ;  and  it  was  the  age  of  the  Pitts,  the 
Wes,  and  the  Sheridans.     His.  eloquence  was  of 

very  high  order,  all  but  of  the  very  highest,  and 
t  was  eminently  original.  In  the  constant  stream 
f  a  diction  replete  with  epigram  and  point,  a 
tveam  on  which  floated  gracefully,  because  natur- 
Uy,  flowers  of  various  hues,— was  poured  forth 
le  closest  reasoning,  the  most  luminous  statement, 


1^     to  I 


the  mofit  persuasive  display  of  all  the  inotiv» 
coiilU  InflueDcc,  and  of  all  the  details  tlmt 
«nliglilen,  his  auJienoe.  Often  a  different 
was  heard,  and  it  was  declamatory  and  vehct 
or  pily  v^as  to  be  moved,  and  its  pathos 
ing  as  it  was  simple — or,  above  all,  ai 
Blink  in  baseness,  or  covered  with  crin 
be  punished  or  to  be  destroyed,  and  a  storm 
tnost  terrible  invective  raged,  with  all  llie  bli 
sarcasm,  and  the  tliunders  of  abuse.  Tbecri 
awaj  for  the  moment,  and  unable  to  do  ni 
feel  with  the  audience,  could  in  those  cm 
when  he  came  to  reflect  and  to  judge,  fii 
nothing  to  reprehend ;  seldom  in  any  ca 
than  the  excess  of  epigram,  which  had  yet  i 
so  natural  to  the  orator,  that  his  argument  I 
narrative,  and  even  his  sagacious  unfoldingq 
ciples,  seemed  spontaneously  Co  clothe  thei 
iu  the  most  pointed  terseness,  and  most  ■ 
felicitous  antitheses.  From  the  faults  of  hia 
try's  eloquence  he  was,  generally  speaking 
Occasionally  an  over-fondness  for  Tehemo 
pression,  an  exag^ration  of  passion,  or  an  ol 
appeal  to  Heaven,  might  be  noted ;  very  n 
loaded  use  of  figures,  and,  more  rarely  t 
figures  broken  and  niixetl.  liut  the  pe 
striving  after  far-fetched  quaiutnees;  thediM 
to  say  any  one  thing  in  an  cas)-  and  tmttira] 
the  contempt  of  that  rule,  as  true  iu  rbplot 
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hat  it  is  wise  to  do  common  things  in  the 
way ;  the  affectation  of  excessive  feeling 
hings,  without  regard  to  their  relative 
e;  the  making  any  occasion,  even  the 
1  to  rouse  genuine  and  natural  feeling,  a 
3rtunity  of  theatrical  display — all  these 
y  which  so  many  oratorical  reputations 
.  blighted  among  a  people  famous  for 
lost    universal    oratorical  genius,    were 

in  vain  when  Mr.  Grattan  rose,  whether 
site  of  his  native  country,  or  in  that  to 

was  transferred  by  the  Union.  And  if 
ne  peculiarity  of  outward  appearance,  as 
awkward  person,  in  which  he  resembled 
f  orators,  and  even  of  manner,  in  which 
)t,  like  him,  made  the  defects  of  nature 
\e\ere  culture ;  so  had  he  one  excellence 
ry  highest  order,  in  which  he  may  be 

to  have  left  all  the  orators  of  modern 
ind — the  severe  abstinence  which  rests 
nth  striking  the  decisive  blow  in  a  word 
)t  weakening  its  effect  by  repetition  and 
, — and  another  excellence  higher  still,  in 
orator  of  any  age  is  his  equal,  the  easy 
LIS  flow  of  most  profound,  sagacious,  and 
riiiciples,  enunciated  in  terse  and  striking, 
priate  language.     To  give  a  sample  of 

peculiarity  would  be  less  easy,  and  would 
lore  space ;  but  of  the  former  it  may  be 
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ttuif  said  that  Dante  himself  never  coi^iit«< 
striking,  a  pathetic,  and  an  appropriate  i 
fewer  words  than  Mr.  Graltan  employod  tad 
his  relation  towards  Irisli  indeptiLidence,  wl 
Iiiding  to  its  rise  in  1762.  am]  Its  fnll  t 
later,  he  said,  "  1  sat  by  its  cradle— I  folio 

In  private  life  he  was  witliuut  a  stain,  i 
of  temper  or  of  principle :  singularly  ami 
well  a5  of  niiblemistied  purity,  in  all  thn  T 
of  &mily  and  of  society  ;  of  mannera  u 
generosity  as  they  were  free  from  afl&otatid 
-convenation  as  mneli  seasoned  with  «])irit  ai 
pregnated  willi  knowleilge  as  it  was  void  i 
asperity  aud  gall,  Wlioever  heanl  htm  in 
society,  and  marked  tlie  calm  lone  of  fab  ji 
cotinsel,  the  profound  nisilom  of  his  ai 
servations,  the  uneeaaing  felicity  of  his  fc 
the  constant  variety  aiid  brilljunry  of  I 
trations,  could  well  suppose  tliat  he  hud  n 
vith  tlm  orator  whose  wit  unil  whoso  w 
liglitened  and  guided  llie  setiule  of  lils  o 
but  in  the  plajfiil  hilarity  of  the  coni[ 
unbroken  serenity,  his  nnruffled  good  i 
Avould  iudefd  liave  bepn  a  difficult  ihin^  li 
nise  Ihe  giant  of  debate,  whose  awful  enat]^ 
been  linrled,  nov  yet  exhausted,  upon  ihe  I 
the  Duigenans,  and  the  Flooils.* 
*  It  is  alwuyl  a  maMvr  of  ilitHciilty  (o  draw  0 
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•fgoftl  ftUura  of  the  lAtter»  when  tnmi- 
i  to  the  Euglbh  Parlkmenty  fuggadU  a 
06  to  tbo  Mma  puMfiga  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
n.  Man  ware  variously  inolinad  to  coryao* 
on  lib  probabla  fuaoaM  i  and  tba  tinguliirity 

axtamal  appaaranea,  and  hiii  maniiar  o£ 
g-,  aa  wall  a«  hia  aotlon,  ao  unuaual  in  tha 
I  Parliament,  roada  tha  avaot  doubtfUl,  for 
ma,  during  bia  apeaoh  of  1805.  Nor  wart 
wanting  thoae  surrounding  Mr.  Pitt  who 
I  **  that  it  would  not  do."  That  graat  da- 
ind  experiancad  judge  ia  aaid  to  have  for 
lomenta  partaken  of  thaae  doubta,  whan  the 
ascacution  of  some  paatagOy  not  perhapa 

by  the  audience  at  large,  at  once  diapellad 
and  lie  pronounced  to  his  neighbours  an 
tative  and  decisive  sentence,  which  tlie  una- 

voice  of  the  House  and  of  tlie  country 
th  ufhrmed. 

■on  who  belongs  to  snothor,  and,  in  soma  psrt^ 
I  ver>  (liffertfut  country.  This  bus  be«n  &U  in 
thtf  ttttempt  to  ifivu  a  blivKih  of  Mr.  Grattuu ;  and 
litts  read  the  muHt  lively  and  plcturetuiut*  piece  of 
y  that  wan  ever  given  to  the  world,  Mr.C.  Phll- 
eoUeetionH  of  Currau,  wilt  Join  in  the  regret  beta 
il,  that  tlie  preMeiit  work  did  not  fall  into  hands  SO 
perform  it  in  a  masterly  manner.  I'he  con«tant 
)n  conMctiuent  upon  great  profeiHional  eminence,  has 
atcly  withdruwu  him  from  tlie  walks  of  literature^ 
I  he  was  no  remarkably  fitted  to  shine. 


Tiiis  illiisrrioiis  patriot  died  b  fcw  dmj% 
I  arrival  ia  London,  at  itie  begiiiuiiig  of  Juaa 
J  having  coiue  witJi  tbe  greatest  difficulty,  s 
I  dying  state,  to  attend  hta  Parliaiueataty 
1  A  request  was  made  to  bis  family,  that  his  i 
L  might  be  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  im 
being  conveyed  for  interment  to  Ireland  ;  I 
[  having  been  complied  with,  the  obsequies 
attended  by  all  the  more  distinguished  metal 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  fullowing 
containing  the  request  was  signtd  by  the  | 
of  the  liberal  party,  Tlie  beauty  of  Its 
composition  was  much  and  Justly  admired 
time ;  but  little  wonder  was  excited  by  it, 
the  author  came  to  be  know 
the  pen  of  one  of  the  greatest  poets  wh< 
cotinlty  has  produced,  as  well  as  one  of  il 
prow  writers ;  who  to  this  unstable  fame  it 
more  imperislmble  renown  of  being;  also  orM 
most  honourable  men,  and  most  uncompn 
friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  who  hkl 
peored  in  any  age.  The  rare  felicity  of  our 
in  possi.'ssing  iwo  individuals  to  whom  this  d< 
tion  Diigbt  be  applied, — Hogers  and  Compl 
^^  oloRe  makes  it  necessary  to  odd  tliat  the  fon 
^K.  here  meoiil. 

^Byoni 


"  TO  TlIE  BOSS  OF  MH.  GRATTAir, 

t"  FUW  with  venoralton   for  tlio  cUn 
your  fatiier,  we  vt-nltire  lo  ixpress  a  w-isli,  t. 
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to  US  with  many  of  those  who  most  admired  and 
loyed  him,  that  what  remains  of  him  should  be 
allowed  to  continue  among  us. 

<<  It  haa  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  deprive 
the  empire  of  his  services,  while  he  was  here  in 
tiie  neighbourhood  of  that  sacred  edifice  where 
great  men  from  all  parts  of  the  Britbh  dominions 
tare  been  fi>r  ages  interred.  We  are  desirous  of 
it  opportunity  of  joining  in  the  due  honour  to 
Mid  virtue  and  genius.  Mr.  Grattan  belongs  to 
ilsoy  and  great  would  be  our  consolation  were 
permitted  to  follow  him  to  the  grave,  and  to 
him  where  he  would  not  have  been  unwilling 
Uo-— by  the  side  of  his  illustrious  fallow-labour- 
in  the  cause  of  freedom." 


ME.    "WILBERFOECE. 


BT  with  Lord  GrenviUeand  1 

9  frieixl  lie  was,  aud  wliuM 

"*fbr  a  time,  appeared  a  man,  in  muie  respei 

itlustriuua  lliaii  t-itlmr— oiie  wlio,  among  th 

eat  benefuctor^  uf  ilie  hunian  race,  holds  tut 

BUtiun  —  one  wltoue   guiiius   wua   «1«vMM1 

Tiilues,  and  «x&lied  liy  liis  pi<>ty.     It  ii 

(unatelyi  hardly  n^e&iary  to  imne  one  w 

vices  ami  the  iblties  (if  the  age  have 

ticulariztKl,  by  making  ii  impoKsible  tlial  w! 

'  been  said  could  apply  to  any  but  Wilberibr 

Few  persons  have  ever  ettjier  reached  a 

ind  mure  enviable  place  in  the  esteem  I 

\   fellow  creatures,  or  have  better  deserved  ll 

they  liad  gained,  than  William  WilberfiMi 

was  naturally  a  person  of  great  quickness  a. 

I   subtilty  of  mind,  with  a  lively  iiaaginati 

proaching  la   playfulness  of  fancy  i  aitd   h 

had  wit  in  an  iinmeasiireil  abundance,  a» 

its  varieties ;  for  he  was  enduwed  with  ao  e 

I    «en»e  of  the  ludicrous  in  character,  ttie  tot 

nell  as  with  the  perceptlat 
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)  lesemblanoesy  the  OMtaeo  of  wit.  These 
ities  however  he  had  ao  j&r  diecipliiied  hb 
Ities  as  to  keep  in  habitual  rattxainty  lest  he 
M  ever  offend  against  strict  deeorum,  by  intro- 
ng  light  matter  into  serious  disQ— gjon,  or  be 
iyed  into  personal  remarks  too  p<4gnant  ibr 
feelings  of  individuak.  For  his  nature  was 
I  and  amiable  beyond  that  of  most  men ;  £earfiil 
iving  the  least  pain  in  any  quarter^  even  while 
ed  with  the  zeal  of  controvert  on  questioos 

roused  all  his  passions ;  and  more  anxioitSy  if 
ere  possible^  to  gain  over  rather  than  to-over^ 
er  an  adversary  and  disarm  him  by  kindness, 
tie  force  of  reason^  or  awakening  appeals  to  his 
ngs,  rather  than  defeat  him  by  hostile  attack. 

natural  talents  were  cultivated,  and  his  taste 
led  by  all  the  resources  of  a  complete  Cam- 
ge  education,  in  which,  while  the  classics  were 
lously  studied,  the  mathematics  were  not  n^- 
jd ;  and  he  enjoyed  in  the  society  of  his  inti- 
3  friends,  Mr.  Pitt  and  Dean  Milner,  the  addi- 
il  benefit  of  foreign  travel,  having  passed  nearly 
ar  in  France,  after  the  dissolution  of  Lord 
hurne's  administration  had  removed  Mr.  Pitt 
I  office.  Having  entered  Parliament  as  mem- 
for  Hull,  where  his  family  were  the  principal 
mercial  men  of  the  place,  he  soon  afterwards, 
1  the  ill-fated  coalition  destroying  all  con- 
ice  in  the  Whig  party,  succeeded  Mr.  FoJIjambe 
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as  member  for  Torkahire,  which  be  cont'n 
rcpreaeut  as  Ions;  as  his  heaUb  permiltei 
liaving  only  retired  to  a  lefs  iaboriouB  seat  ■ 
I  year  1812.  Although  generally  attached  I 
Pitt  ministry,  he  pursued  his  course  wbol 
fettered  by  parly  eonnexion,  steadily  i 
office  through  bis  whole  life,  nor  would  la 
self  under  aiiy  obligalioos  by  accepting  a 
patronage  j  and  be  differed  with  his  Q 
friend  upon  the  two  most  critical  emergen 
his  life,  tlie  qnestion  of  peace  with  France  ii 
and  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Melville  tea 

His  eloquence  was  of  the  highest  order.     ] 
persuasive  and  pathetic  ia  an  eminent  Aegnel 
'  it  was  occasionally  bold  and  impassioned,  a 

witb  the  inspiration  which  deep  feeling  ei 

I  breathe  into  spoken  thought,  chastened  by ) 
taste,  varied  by  extensive  information,  enrieb 
classical  allusion,  sometimes  elevated  by  the 
sublime  topicsof  Holy  Writ — the  ihoaghts  ■ 
mo 
sin 
: 


1 


"  That  loucb'd  Itaiuh's  halluw'd  lips  witli  Sit." 

Few  ptusages   can   be   cited   in   the   onM 

I    modem  limes  of  a  more  electrical  uflect  llm 

singularly  felictlous  and  striting  allustoa  I 

Pill's  reasliiig  the  torrent  of  Jacoliin  prllK 

;  stood  between  tiie  living  nnrl  tlM' 
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ind  the  plague  was  stayed/'  The  singular  kind- 
ness, tlie  extreme  gentleness  of  his  disposition, 
wboUj  free  firom  gall,  from  vanity,  or  any  selfish 
isdiiigy  kept  him  from  indulging  in  any  of  the 
Titnperatiye  branehes  of  rhetoric ;  but  a  memo- 
nble  instance  showed  that  it  was  anything  rather 
Auk  the  want  of  power  which  held  him  off  from 
the  use  of  the  weapons  so  often  in  almost  all  other 
i*s  hands.  Wh«i  a  well-known  popular  mem- 
thought  fit  to  designate  him  repeatedly,  and 
tnrj  irregularly,  as  the  ^^  Honourable  and  religious 
pmikman,**  not  because  he  was  ashamed  of  the 
thorn  he  gloried  in,  but  because  h^  felt  indignant 
M  any  one  in  the  British  senate  deeming  piety  a 
iaatter  of  imputation,  he  poured  out  a  strain  of 
^urcasm  which  none  who  heard  it  can  ever  forget. 
A  common  friend  of  the  parties  having  remarked 
Ia  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  beside  whom  he  sat,  that 
9Skk  greatly  outmatched  Pitt  himself,  the  great 
Btoster  of  sarcasm,  the  reply  of  that  great  man  and 
Itet  observer  was  worthy  to  be  remarked, — "  Yes,^ 
fWd  he,  "  it  is  the  most  striking  thing  I  almost 
•^er  heard ;  but  I  look  upon  it  as  a  more  singular 

Ef  of  Wilber force's  virtue  than  of  his  genius, 
rho  but  he  ever  was  possessed  of  such  a  for- 
tble  weapon,  and  never  used  it  ?  " 

Against  all  these  accomplishments  of  a  finislied 
^tor  there  was  little  to  set  on  the  other  side.  A 
ti^le  constitution,  which  made  him  say,  all  his 


■  *. 
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;,  that  be  never  was  Dither  well  or  ill  \. 

eetly  musical   beyouil   tlinl  of  mfWt 
gnat  compoM  also,  but  sometimes  i 

whine  ;  a  figure  exceedingly  iiodipil 
ungraccfi)],  though  the  featiirea  of  the  t 
BinguUirly  expreuive;  awl  a  waut  of  cumi 
in  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  e«p««ially, 
into  digression  and  ill  calculatetl  for  a  v< 
nesa-like  audience  lilie  the  House  of  Con 
these  may  be  nottnl  as  tliu  only  drawback 
kept  him  out  of  thy  vtry  first  pluou 
firet  speakers  of  his  age,  wliom,  in  (Mthoafi 
in  graceful  and  easy  aud  )>erfeclly  eJc|puil' 
as  witll  aa  Ikarmoiiious  periods,  be  iiuqiiai 
excelled.  The  influunce  wiiicb  the  AIM 
Yorkshire  always  voniniutidcd  tu  tliu  oli 
meat — the  great  woiglit  wljieh  tlie  htad 
the  founder,  of  a  powerful  reiigious  sect,  ] 
in  the  country — would  have  given  extn 
authority  in  tlie  aenute  to  one  uf  far  IbIv 
Boiiul  endow meuti.  But  wbeu  tbeae 
dental  circuinsiances  wt>rcr  added  to  hb 
and  when  tlie  whole  were  used  and  appt 
the  iiabits  of  industry  which  naturally  b  ~ 
ana  of  his  extreme  tcinprrancc  in  avety 
it  is  diflicidt  lu  imagine  any  one  bringin|f  I 
force  to  the  aid  of  any  cnuae  which  t 

Wherefore,  when  he  stood  for\inrd  ; 
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d  Abolition,  vowed  implacable  war  against 
ry  and  the  Slave  Tnule,  and  consecrated  his 

0  the  accomplishment  of  its  destruction,  there 
sveiy  advantage  conferred  upon  this  great 
f  aiMl  the  rather  that  he  hold  himself  aloof 
party  connexion.  A  few  personal  friendsi 
i  with  him  by  similarity  of  religious  opinions, 
t  be  said  to  form  a  small  party,  and  they  ge- 
ly  acted  in  concert,  especially  in  all  matters 
Qg  to  the  Slave  question.  Of  thiese,  Henry 
iton  was  the  most  eminent  in  every  respect* 
vas  a  man  of  strong  understanding,  great 
rs  of  reasoning  and  of  investigation,  an  acou- 
ind  a  curious  observer,  but  who  neither  had 
ated  oratory  at  all,  nor  had  received  a  refined 
lion,  nor  had  extended  his  reading  beyond 
ubjects  connected  with  moral,  political,  and 
)gical  learning.  The  trade  of  a  banker,  which 
lowed,  engrossed  much  of  his  time ;  and  his 
ens    both   in  Parliament   and   through   the 

were  chiefly  confined  to  the  celebrated  con- 
rsy  upon  the  currency,,  in  which  hb  well- 
n  work  led  the  way,  and  to  a  bill  for  restriot- 
he  Slave  Trade  to  part  of  the  African  coast, 

1  he  introduced  when  the  Abolitionists  were 
ed  out  with  their  repeated  failures,  and  had 
nigh   abandoned  all   hopes  of  carrying  the 

measure  itself.  That  measure  was  fated  to 
rgo  much  vexatious  delay,  nor  is  there  an^ 

L.  II.  w 


groKt  quaxtiiin  of  jiietioi<  ami  puliny,  thai 
triiifli  b  tow  orediUlile  to  iIj«  Btltlftli  1' 
or,  iiiikud.  1«  Home  »f  ilie  statwmen  of  ihi 
nltlimigli  u)ioii  it  inn)))]?  tmIs  tlx>  fiun»  d 
Wheii  Mr.  Wtlbi)r£>rM',  fiilkwiiig:  tn  1 
•on'*  track,  tind,  witli  tniilatileHi  powfl 
quHDoe,  siuitaiiicd  by  n  body  of  the  oh 
deuce,  niivcileii  nil  tlie  hornirs  of  n  tn 
iMd  It  liseii  ntt'^nilral  nitii  iHrithvr  fianct  i 
of  Kiiy  kind,  WHS,  run  f^iui idly,  fVom  bej 
cii<l,  not  A  (^nntiii'rL-c  but  u  I'riino,  lio  w 
by  \^rge  luuiorities,  ycftr  aflei*  year, 
longth,  for  tlit<  fiivt  tim(>,  in  IB04,  lie  « 
AbuUtiuri  llili  tiirimgli  the  Oiimmoii*, 
iniiiKHJialely  tlirew  it  mil  i  oinl  llie  in 
vraa  agiiiii  ki»t  in  llie  CoinnioiM.  All 
penoil  while  tlic  npinion  of  tli«  cDiiiitt] 
tbo  single  uxcoptiuti  uf  pcrstitis  tuTing  1 
coniicxianti,  itiiuniinuus  in  foronr  of  thi 
At  ditTcrcnt  limue  there  nus  llio  Arongta 
general  exprcsEJoii  of  pitbllo  fivUngvpq 
jiN!l,auil  it  was  a  qutMilioii  upon  wlilch  xti 
«n(]im-C(l  with  rf'asun.cutild  po§ait)ly  dlfltl 
iidnutting  whnlpvi^r  <.-ould  lie  allegvil  > 
profltB  <if  ibe  traHit.  il  was  not  denied  tl| 
prciiwedMl  from  nillngo  niiH  murdin-.  i 
tliiti,  ihnt  tilt!  (tnnrniou*  Bvil  oontlniied  i 
thu  rtoiintry  arid  its  loglslatui*  fer  twi 
alltiongh  the  vuico  of  oveiy  «bttnmBa4 
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mBij  lifted  sgaiait  ity— i  y  upon  tbb  only 

4iieflHoB»  put,  F^z,  i       U      «  heardlj  agreed,— 
tlthoagh  by  flir  the  dl  Mr.  Pitt'8  speeches 

iwie  Ihoee  wUch  t  onoed  agaiut  it,— and 

dAoogh  every  pra  ind  eveiy  pulpit  in  the  island 
inUtoally  crkd  it  down*  How  ai«  we,  then,  to 
itoount  fbr  the  extreme  teoaeity  of  life  which  the 
reptile  showed  ? — how  to  explain  the  &ct 
«ll  thoae  powerful  hands  fell  paralysed  and 
ndt  bring  it  to  death?  If  little  honour  re- 
to  the  Parliament  fWmi  this  passage  in  our 
,  and  If  it  is  thus  plainly  shown  that  the 
House  of  Oommons  but  ill  represented 
country,  it  must  also  be  confessed  that  Mr. 
itt*s  conduct  gains  as  little  glory  from  the  retro- 
it.  How  could  he,  who  never  suffered  any  of 
coadjutors,  much  less  his  underlings  ia  ofiice, 
^--  thwart  his  will  even  in  trivial  matters — ^Iie  who 
^6uld  have  cleared  any  of  the  depart  mcutfl  of  half 
fir  occupants,  had  they  presumed  to  have  au 
►tnion  of  their  own  upon  a  single  item  of  any 
idget,  or  an  article  in  the  year's  estimates — how 
lid  he,  after  shaking  the  walls  of  the  Senate  with 
L«  thunders  of  his  migestic  eloquence,  exerted 
a  zeal  which  set  at  defiance  all  suspicions  of 
entire  sincerity,  quietly  suffer,  that  the  object, 
p?^M\)eforo  declared  the  dearest  to  his  heart,  should 
{ ^^  ravished  from  him  when  within  his  sight,        , 

F  2 
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'vithin  lib  re&cli,  by  the  voles  of  the  iim 
and  URfter-secretaries,  tlie  puiRDe  lonli  i 
ether  fry  of  mere  placemen,  —  the  pawnt 
board  ?  It  is  a  question  oflen  anxioudy  | 
the  friends  of  tlie  Abolilion,  never  t 
titswereti  by  those  of  the  Minister;  and 
Jutdilional  comment  were  vaiitliig  oo  llic 
paffAge  of  liis  life,  it  is  supplied  by  the  ( 
which  lie  cut  off  the  Slave  trotHc  of  the  ci 
colonies,  an  importation  of  thirty  thouniM) 
which  he  had  so  long  suffered  to  ezitl,  tl 
order  in  Council  could  any  day  have  p 
it.  This  he  never  thought  of  till  1805,  i 
of  course,  the  instant  he  chose,  he  d 
ever  with  a  elioke  of  hie  pen.  AgaiDt  wh 
Whigs  were  in  power,  ihey  foimd  tlie  total 
lion  of  the  traffic  so  easy,  that  the  tr 
suing  which  Mr.  Pitt  hail  fur  so  many  loog 
allowed  bimaelf  to  bo  baffled.  \ 
with  only  sixteen  dissentient  voices  Jn  k  1 
250  members.  There  can 
one  answer  to  the  qiiestio 
Conduct  on  this  great  measure.  H< 
quite  sincere,  but  he  wiM  not  so  » 
anything,  to  sacriiice  anything,  < 
himself  any  extraordinary  trouble  for  1 
pitahment  of  his  purpose.  I'he  i 
ddolly  agninnt  abolilion  ;  Georg«  1 
r^nided  the  qncstioo  with  abliorrenec)  > 
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[  of  innovation, — und  innovation  in  a  part  of 
,  empire  coiinecletl  with  his  earliest  and  most 
>ted  prejudices, — the  Colonies.  Tlie  courtiers 
>k,  as  ia  tlicir  wont,  the  colour  of  their  scnti- 
nts  from  him.  The  Peers  were  of  the  same 
inion.  Mr.  Pitt  had  not  the  enthusiasm  for 
ht  and  justice,  to  liak  ia  their  behalf  losing  the 
iudship  of  the  raaniinon  of  unrighteousness ;  and 

left  to  his  rivals,  when  they  became  his  suc- 
60TS,  the  glory  of  tiiat  triumph  in  the  sacred 
ise  of  humanity,  which  should  have  illustrated 

namt',  who  in  its  defence  had  raised  all  the 
uns  of  his  eloqiience  to  tlieir  very  highest 
eh.  • 


MR.    CANNING. 


IKN  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1784.  stood  acrainst  the  tiiil| 
s  of  tU  Coalllion  by  tlio  support  of  the  o 
i  Die  people,  in  debute  ho  had  only  Mr.  Ouu 
■ud  occasloiiaily  Mr.  Wilberforce,  to  wliom  Iio  d 
k  fnr  assJEtunce  wliile  Rt.tncltcrt  by  Fox.  Htm 
Sheridnn,    Krskine,    IpViinll^n.      Bm  1 
wngvr  nice  afterwards  grew  up  aim  rnrtii-  lo  liii 
HflliUiee;  aud  of  these  Mr,  Canning  was  niiilouW. 
dly  the   first.     He  was   in   all  I'espects  one  nf  tl" 
^Inore  remarkable  persons  who  have  lived  hi  im 

Born  with  tiileiilB  of  a  high  nnft-T 
Itutd  been  cultivated  with  an  ussidiiiiy  and  s 
Pwiiioli  plnced  Idm  among  ihe  ncromplished  i 
I  Ian  of   his   day;    and    he   waa   only   inlvrii 
(.-^era  in  the  walks  of  seience,  from  die  I 

r  the  studies  wliiL-h  O.xford  cherished  in  lUs  d 
■•lidDg  pointed  almost  exclusively  to  ciossioal  | 
Iflaita.  liut  he  was  tinytliing  rather  than  a  i 
I  sobolar.  In  liim  were  combined  lively  < 
l&tiDy — a  liuppily  retentive  and  ready  r 
K^ipgiilar  powers  of  lueid  slatfrni-iit — uiid  t 
^<9lly  wit  in  all  its  varieties,  now  biting  tuid 


tnoy,  if  not  to  OTevwhelm  an  antagonist—^ 
pungent  or  giving  point  to^  an  argument-^ 
playiiil  for  mere  amusement,  and  bringing 
to  a  tedious  49ratement,  or-  lending*  a  chami 
y  chains  of  close  reasooing-^-EnMit  ea  in 
»po  quae,  qui  sine  oomparatioiie  iHorum 
ret,  satis  magna  dixerit ;  summa:  libertas  in 
ne,  multse  fiicetiie ;  satis  creber  in  repreheO'^ 
I,  solutus  in  explicancfissententUs  ^  cvat  etimt 
mis,  ut  tempcnribus  ilUs,  C^neois  doctrinis  instii- 
in  altereando  own  aliquo  acule*  et  maledictv 
iS. — (Cic,  Brutus.)  Superficial,  obserren^ 
d  by  tliis  brilliancy,  and  by  its  8ometiMie« 
over-indulged,  committed  their  aeenstomedl 
£6,  and  supposed  that  he  who  could  tfius  adora 
ibject  was  an  amusing  speaker  only,  while  he 
el  ping  on  the  argument  at  every  step, — often 
ig  skilful  statements  perform  the  office  of  rea- 
r,  and  oftener  still  seeming  to  be  witty  when 
is  merely  exposing  the  weakness  of  hostile 
3ns,  and  thus  taking  them  by  the  artillery  o£ 
it.  But  in  truth  his  powers  of  ordinary  rea- 
i;  were  of  a  very  high  order,  and  could  not 
celled  by  the  practised  master  of  dialectics. 
)  rather  in  tlie  deep  and  full  measure  of  im* 
iied  declamation  in  its  legitimate  combination 
rapid  argument,  the  highest  reach  of  oratory, 
le  failed  ;  and  this  he  rarely  attempted.  Of  his 
rs  of  argumentation,  his  capacity  for  the  dis- 
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ouwions  of  aliitraut  juiieiiee,  hii  kcdiu*  for  Bi 
thu  lout  altractivi'  Hubjtscts,  Ihuro  nqnainsai 
jMirwIultlo  mcurij  iti  liia  celebntted  ap 
thti  "  Currency,"  of  uil  Ilia  etiuru  iha  nitiit  b 
■nil  tlio  mo*t  hap)iy. 

Thin  vniiiiiTnt  jirnou  vm  for  Hip  moat  p 
tlio  tlavu  of  ninin  nr  paltry  iiitMtorvi,  except 
flawed  frnm  hi*  irritable  unci  impulitrnt  t 
llul  a  lofty  aiubitiun  IixpIrtMi  hiiu  t  uid 
I  not  tno  early  liccuiuu  traiiicd  to  ufltcial  iid 
I  would  luve  iivoid«il  llie  divtint^ibliln^  and 
error  of  liia  life,  an  imprcMioti  which  els 
tliim  from  tlie  do«k,  tliat  nu  onu  can  uMfblhri 
'  liii  country,  or  elFcctitally  further  hii  pntM 
titiltiH  jit»]iiii!UHiiH;ii  tlio  power  whicU  f 
iHMtuwa.  Thi>  Irucua  of  Ihii  belief  are  to  tM 
tn  many  of  tliu  itiovl  rKttiarkalde  paauigM  ( 
lifo)  and  it  itveu  appeurH  tii  >lii!  long  witli^ 
'■ho  celebrated  the  pruinu  of  liii  illiutriaui  | 
and  friend  i  fur  lie  treat*  as  a  fall  Mr.  I'itl'*i 
'floiiig  power  to  prin<;l[ile,  at  a  lime  when,  bjl 
t'lng  from  office,  he  hod  earned  the  appUil 
tmilliuni.  Mr.  Canning  hitn«elf  gave  an  e 
raqually  signal  of  almndnning  ofhoo  mther 
'taniUh  Ilia  fiiiiiui  and  no  net  uf  Iiim  lif^  c 
'all4H]  wlildi  aheda  a  griutcr  luatre  on  bi«  im 
than  hii  retiring  front  tliL>  Giivurmnent  ralho 
I>ear  a  part  in  the  proceedings  agalnat  the  Qu 
In  privnUi  ■oouA']  W  -«m  utiiablo  and  attn 


i3  of  alis tract  science,  his  geniui 
tlie  least  attractive  Bubjecta,  (liere  re 
perishable  record  m  his  celebrated  a 
the  "  Currency,"  of  all  his  efforts  the  ) 
■ind  the  most  happy. 

This  eminent  person  was  for  the  1 
the  slave  of  meun  or  paltry  passions, 
flowed  from  liis  irritable  and  impat 
but  a  lolly  ambition  inspired  him  ; 
not  too  early  beeome  trained  to  offiei. 
trould  have  avoided  the  distinguisliii 
error  of  liis  life,  an  impression  wlii 
him  from  the  desk,  tliat  no  one  can  o 
his  country,  or  effectually  further  lii 
unless  h9posses:$es  the  power  which 
bestows.  The  traces  of  this  belief  kti 
in  many  of  the  most  remarkable  pat 
life;  and  it  even  appears  in  the  aoug 
he  celebrated  the  jtraise  of  his  iltusi 
and  friend ;  for  he  treats  as  a  fall  Mr. 
ficing-  power  to  principle,  at  a  time  wti 
ing  from  office,  he  had  earned  the 
millions.  Btr.  Canning  himself  gave 
equally  signal  of  abandoning  office 
tarnish  his  &me ;  and  no  act  of  his 
cited  which  sheds  a  greater  lustre  on 
tlwn  his  retiring:  from  the  Government 
bear  a  part  in  the  proceedings  against 
In  private  society  he  wa»  amiable  ati 
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tlMHigii^  except  for  a  very  few  yean  of  his  early 

jonihf  he  nurely  frequented  the  circlee  of  fiishioiiy 

confining  his  intercourse  .to  an  extremely  small 

mmber  of  warmly  attached  friends.*     In  all  the 

lelations  of  domestic  life  he  was  blameless,  and  was 

^m  delight  of  his  fiunily,  as  in  them  he  placed  his 

^i»wii.t     His  temper,  though  naturally  irritable  and 

Uneasy,  had  nothing  petty  or  spiteful  in  it ;  and  as 

one  better  knew  how  and  when  to  resent,  so  none 

more  readily  or  more  g^racefully  forgive. 

t*^-  It  is  supposed  that,  from  his  early  acquaintance 

Ith  Mr.  Sheridan  and  one  or  two  other  Whigs, 

originally  had  a  leaning  towards  that  side  of 

question.    But  he  entered  into  public  life  at  a 

early  age,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Pitt,  to 

gr^   *  It  is  necessary  to  state  this  undoubted  fact,  that  the  folly 
those  may  be  rebuked  who  have  chosen  to  represent  him 
'*  a  great  diner-out"    It  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  none 
^-  those  historians  of  the  day  ever  once  saw  him  at  table. 
f  t  It  is  well  known  how  much  more  attachment  was  con- 
Swiped  for  his  memory  by  his  family  and  his  devoted  per- 
friends  than  by  his  most  staunch  political  adherents. 
friendships  of  statesmen  are  proverbially  of  rotten 
tore ;  but  it  is  doubtful  if  ever  this  rottenness  was  dis- 
yed  in  a  more  disgusting  manner  than  when  the  puny 
of  whose  nostrils  he  had  been  the  breath,  joined  his 
enemies  as  soon  as  they  had  laid  him  in  the  grave.  • 
said  by  one  hardly  ever  related  to  him  but  in  open 
Hty,  that  *'  the  gallantry  of  his  kindred  had  rescued 
memory  from  the  offices  of  his  friends," — in  allusion 
1^  Lord  Clanricarde's  most  powerful  and  touching  appeal 
that  dilgraoefbl  occasion. 

f3 
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^^Btf  the  HiSerenCB  betvreen  Beforms,  of  1 
^^Hadmitteil  lite  necessity,  and  Bevolutioo,  a 
^^  risk  of  wliicb  lie  anxiously  guarded. 

jtuaed  Mr.  Fitt  on  Uie  Cmholic   queslioDi  I 
vbUe  yet  the  war  raged,  lie  liad  rendered  inoa 

»lKbIe  Hervice  to  the  cause  of  Emancipauofi,  1 
voting  Id  it  some  of  his  most  brilliant  c 
the  l]uuse  of  Cumuious.     This,  and  the  i 
of  a  contested  etticttoii  itt  a  great  town  brii 
hini  more  ta  coutact   with  popular  fvelings  ■ 
Mitributed  to  the  liberal  c 
e  aflenvards  pursued  oii  almost  all  s 
le  only  question  he  continued   firm  Oi 


I 
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which  lj 

bending ; 

wry  of  all  l'ftr)iiini?m»ry  Keforia, — resisting^ 
the  least  change  in  ihe  representative  systoi 
liolding  tliat  alteraliou  once  begun  was  &tal  M 
int^rity.*     This  oppo^tion  to  reform  b 
main  characteristic  of  the  Canning  par^,  i 
r^ulate<l  their  conduct   on  almost  all  t 
Before  1831 ,  no  exception  can  be  perceived  in  t 
liOBtility  to  reform,  unless  their  difiering  « 

•  During  He  short  period  of  his  brUliant  sdini 
the  qufstiou  of  dUfrauchisiug  a  burgh,  cofiTtcled  nl 
cormplion,  gave  rise  ta  the  only  difierence  belvecn  U 
Mr-  Broogham,  irbo  was  undersiaod  to  have  mainlja 
huted  towards  that  juncdaD  of  Ihc  Whigs  and  libenl  9 
which  dissolved  and  scattered  the  old  and  high  Totja 
stw)  ■  diviaon  took  place  in  which  Mr.  Cannlngvi 
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of.  Wellington  on  East  Retford  can  be  re- 
1  as  such ;  but,  in  truth,  their  avowed  reason 
pportiog  that  most  insignificant  measare  was, 
[ie  danger  of  a  real  and  eflPectual  reform  might 
ij  be  warded  off.  The  friends  oCMr.  Canning, 
n  1818,  had  been  joined  by  Ix>rd  Mdboume,^ 
lied  steady  to  the  same  principles,  until  hi^ 
in  the  formation  of  Lord  Grey's  government, 
ntirely  changed  their  course,  and  became  the 
eites,  with  their  reforming  colleagues,  of  a 
e,  compared  to  which  the  greatest  reforms 
contemplated  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  or 
need  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Canning,  hardly 
e  to  be  classed  among  measures  of  innovation, 
le  can  pronounce  with  perfect  confidence  on 
tnduct  which  any  statesman  would  have  pur- 
had  he  survived  the  times  in  which  he  flou- 
.  But  if  such  an  opinion  may  ever  with 
be  formed,  it  seems  to  be  in  the  present  case ; 
t  would  require  far  more  boldness  to  surmise 
^r.  Canning,  or  even  Mr.  Huskisson,  would 
X)ntinued  in  the  government  after  the  1st  of 
3,  1831,  than  to  affirm  that  nothing  could 

3rd  Melbourne  differed  with  the  rest  of  the  Canning 
m  this  point.  lie  always  opposed  Beform,  but  held 
any  was  to  be  granted,  it  must  be  in  an  ample  mea- 
ind  he  did  not  vote  with  them,  but  with  the  govern- 
on  the  Retford  question,  although  be  resigned  with 
ipon  that  occasion. 
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^^^«v«r  liav«  induced  such  on  a]t«mtian  in  tbri 

^^1  fixbd  upiuioiis  upon  so  nomeiituiu  ft  qiuMioi 

^^p       But  wiuk  eueb  was  the  streuglh  of  hla  q| 

^H   — |ir^uiUct»  08  they  f«em.— on  one  gmtt  i 

^^K    oa  almuat  all  otlier  matlers,  whof h*>r  of  ibi 

^^B  doiue»tic  policy,  his  views  were  liberal,  mm 

^^M  to  llie  spirit  uf  the  ag«i  wlul»  be  waa  m  ft 

^^H  porter  of  the  entablialied  constitution  of  the  C4 

^^    If  «ver  oiau  wa«  iiuuio  for  the  Eerviru  mxl 

vatioD  of  a  party,  Mr.  Ckiintng  seemed  i 

baen  raisul  up  for  that  of  tlie  Toritt  :  if  en 

committed   a.   fatal    error,   it    was  Iheir  ■ 

grouiiilleid  distrust  and  unintelligible   dU 

estrange  tiim  from  tiivir  side     At  a  tin 

nothing  but  his  powerful  ami  could  rernll  i 

.  their  caiiip,and  sore  them  from  impelidln^i 

I  lion,  tUi-y  not  ni«n-lv  wilfully  kinilini  lh<>  i 

AcUUtjA,  but  rtwiKMl  that  Uv  !hou1il  no 

on  iheir  ude,  and  determined  to  throw  awi 

](ut  cluLDce  of  ninning  the  battle.     Tohfan 

gonenl  aMeat  preferreil  Lonl  Ca*ri«rMgh 

leader,  without  a  single  shiuing  rjiiallty  en 

caniage  and  the  niauuers  of  high  birth  r  iH 

Canning,  hut  for  his  aceiJciituI  duntb,  wm 

enihid  hi>  life  as  governor  of  a  pountry  wfa 

iwither  debate,  nor  write ;  where  elor|iiea4i 

rales  in  stuns  of  |iaraKTapli£,  anil  the  «|ia|j 

,  wit  aiul  ihe  vadimoe  of  rhyme  an-  alik«  ufll 

This  dtrfecls  of  Mr,  Canuing's  ciiamcUri 
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liffioult  to  diseover.  Hb  irritaUe 
n  noted:  he  had  a  love  of  triiliiig^  aadm 
IB  for  indulghig  in  pleiwiij,  /noiv  te- 
to  hit  estinuitkm  with  ordinaf  y  Bien  thm 
b  infinn  temper.  Nothing  eoyd  bBWore 
than  that  one  who  eo  rnueh  OffiiiiiJ 
in  theie  lighter,  more  brillimt,  Imt  hmdl^ 
>le  qualities,  should  be  prone  to  eieitiw 
eermuch;  but  they  greatly  maned  the  eiBwt 
more  solid  and  important  talents.  Abote 
yf  enlarged  the  cirele  of  his  Teneodes,  and 
Dally  transferred  to  it  the  friends  whom  they 
0.  With  the  common  run  of  esdiiMnry  1no^> 
K)  compose  the  mass  of  eyerycennliy  «-wiih 
iner  sort  of  men  who  form  the  bulk  of  e\'ery 
^,  and  who  especially  bear  sway  in  their  own 
;ed  p]aco,  the  assembly  that  represents  the 
I  people, — it  would  have  been  contrary  to 
if  one  80  lively,  so  fond  of  his  joke,  so  care- 
om  his  merriment  might  o£R3nd,  so  ready  to 
le  general  laugh  against  any  victim^— -had 
)pular,  nay,  had  failed  to  prove  the  dbject 
icion,  and  even  dislike.  The  duller  portion 
hose  iieads  his  lighter  missiles  ilew,  Wefe 
d  with  one  who  spoke  so  lightly ;  it  was 
personal  to  them  if  he  jested,  and  a  classioal 
1  was  next  thing  to  an  afiVont.  **  He  wiB 
l^hing  at  the  quorum  or  talking  metaphysiai 


next,"  said  the  squire,  represcniiiig  a  m 
even  they  who  emulated  bim  and  favourM 
did  not  much  like  the  man  wha  hail  mi 
merry,  for  tliej  felt  what  it  was  tJiat  th 
ati  and  it  mig-ht  be  their  own  turn  to-m 

That  his  omtoiy  suffered  very  materioJ 
self-indulgent  habit,  so  bard  to  resist  t 
possetsea  the  faculty  of  amusing  his  ail 
can  scarcely  pause  at  the  moment  tliat  I 
ing  it  BucMBsfully,  it  wuuld  be  incorreo 
The  graver  parts  of  his  discouFH  wer 
sustained ;  they  were  unmixed  with  rib« 
were  quite  aa  powerful  in  themselvee  as 
not  stood  out  from  ilie  iiift-rior  matter  ii 
soared  almve  it.  There  is  no  doubt,  ho 
with  an  unreflecting  aiiflieiice,  their  eflec' 
what  confused  by  the  croaa  lights  wliw 
occasionally  bordering  upon  drollery, 
the  eanvasa.  But  his  declamation,  thi 
ftowtrfiil.  always  beautifully  ornate,  i 
cieiit  in  admirable  diction,  wits  corlaiulj 
highest  cIhss.  It  wanted  depth  :  it  can 
mouth,  not  from  the  heart ;  and  it  ticlcl 
ailtjd  Ihe  ear  trkther  than  peiietrated 
of  the  listener.  The  orator  neier  seemi 
bimseirand  be  absorbed  in  his  theme  j  I 
carried  awny  by  his  passions,  and  Ii«  < 
~  I  audience  along  with  him.     An  arto 

hUB,  a  firstTBte  one  no  doubt,  but  at!) 
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)  we  never  forgot  that  it  was  a  representation  we 
re  witnessing,  not  a  real  scene.  The  Grecian 
ist  was  of  ibe  second  class  only,  at  whose  fruit  the 
ds  pecked  :  while,  oa  seeing  FarrhaKJiis'  picture, 
II  cried  out  lo  huve  the  curtain  drawn  aside.  Mr. 
luing's  declamation  cnCertaiiied  hia  hearers,  so 
Lstly  was  it  executed  ;  but  only  an  inexperienced 
Lie  could  mistake  it  for  the  hig-best  reach  of  the 
iorical  art.  The  truly  great  oralor  is  he  who 
riea  aw^y  his  hearer,  or  fixes  bis  whole  attention 
the  subject — with  the  subject  fills  his  whole  soul 
haa  the  subject,  will  suHer  him  to  think  of  no 
«r  thing — of  the  subject's  existence  alone  will 
hiu  tie  conscious,  while  the  vehement  inapira- 
n  lasts  on  his  own  mind  which  lie  communicatis 
fcis  hearer — and  w  ill  only  suffer  him  to  reflect  on 
admirable  execution  of  wlmt  he  has  heard  after 
burst  is  over,  the  whirlwind  has  passed  awav, 
the  excited  feelings  have  in  the  mcceeding  lull 
V  into  repose. 

^be  vice  of  this  statesman's  public  principles  waa 
:b  more  pernicious  in  its  influence  upon  his 
]ic  conduct  than  the  defects  which  we  have  just 
ttriced  were  upon  his  oratory.  Bred  op  in  offico 
B  his  early  yenrs,  he  had  became  so  much  accus- 
Md  to  its  pleasures  that  he  felt  uneasy  when 
f  were  taken  from  him.  It  was  in  him  not 
Mdid  propensity  that  produced  this  frame  of 
id.     For  onolumeot,  he  felt  the  most  entire  in- 


r 


^Hl  tn  boiindlpss  measure.     His  kind  atvl  ft\ 

n^M  t»t«,  Bttncliing^  him  atrongly  to  his  aas 

11 II  strongly  Hxed  tlieir  afleclions  upon  hln 

II  11  feel  iinrasy  at  tlieir  pxeluaion  from  p< 

11  II  Hirans  to  possess  tlie  mrens  i^  gnd 

"     '  Above  alt,  tliougli  a  grmt  debater,  a 

tlie  air  of  Parliament  as  tlie  natural  i 
bein°r,  he  y«4  was  a  man  of  nctioD  M 
sway  the  coiutK-ls  as  well  as  $liak«  theri 
lirseouDliy.     lie  loved  debate  fbr  its  e 

Iliis  brilliant  faeiiltieB;  beloved  pow«r4l 
s^\le,  earing  less  fur  displny  than  ^H 
tion.  Hence,  when  lie  retire*!  from  o^H 
dispute  wiLb  Lord  Cusilerei^h,  (a  p^J 
life  much  and  tmjiislly  blamed  at  ll^M 
which,  hod  it  been  ever  so  exactly  as^H 
Vjifwed  it,  lin*  in  later  time*  Imtn^H 


HB.  CANniKQ,  119 

hI  in  retirement,  even  made  him  eonseiil  In 
liemeof  more  permanent  expat  rial  ion,"  vvhieh 
he  unhappy  death  of  Lord  Castlereagh  pre- 
I  from  taking-  eflect.  But  these  were  rather 
■a  afiecting  the  person  tlian  i>ervertiiig  the 
pleit,  or  mi^iiiding  the  conduct  of  the  party, 
iifortonale  love  of  power,  carried  too  far,  and 
aa  to  make  the  graliiicalion  of  it  essential  to 
jce,  is  ruinous  to  the  character  of  a  elalcs- 
II  leads  ofien  to  abandonment  of  principle, 
at\y  to  unworthy  compromise ;  it  Mil)j(!ct$ 
0  frequent  dependence  ;  it  lowers  the  lone  of 
lud,  and  teaches  his  spirit  to  feed  on  the  bitter 
of  others'  bounty  ;  above  all,  it  occasiotiitlly 
.  him  from  his  nalura]  friends,  and  hriiigB 
icqnaintcd  with  strange  and  low  associates, 
natures,  as  their  habits,  are  fit  objects  of  lii* 
and  wlio  have  with  him  bnt  onethingfn  oom- 
that  they  seek  the  same  object  with  himself— 
or  love  of  gain,  he  for  ]ust  of  dombiion.  ' 
"Tu  laicerai  ognl  cosa  diletta 

Pill  caramente.  e  questo  e  quello  Mnde 

Che  I'  arco  d'  eiiilio  pria  Goetta; 

Tu  proTvrai  come  si  ut  di  EBle 

I^  pane  d'  atlrui,  e  came  e  duro  colle 

Lo  scendere  e  )1  ulir  altmi  scale, 

E  cbe  il  piii  ti  gnTGra  le  spsllc 

Sara  lu  compaguia  malvagia  e  scccapia 

Che  tu  vcdrai  in  questa  vsUe  ! "  t 

aoi«nii»-G«>er»l  of  India.       t  D*otB,  Par.  xvilt. 
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To  quil  Hk  nbitxts  loved  moM  Mtilalj ; 
This  is  the  sliaH  lh»i  K»ilc  first  lets  Oy. 
ThpD  shnlt  thou  prove  how  bitlcc  Cistci 
Of  othen'  boual;;  and  liow  haid  Ht  trctui 
Auaihcr'i  sttir;  and.  from  thy  kindred  1 
Hvrd  Willi  ihe  lilelj  bred,  and  Insdy  b* 
Ingniiwdp,  impiety,  mnd  rage! 
'With  nil  of  iLi.'Se  pri'parc  liice  lo  engage . 

Men  are  apt  to  iltrlse  iiigeiiiotis  excuse 
flings  w'hkli  tliey  I'tiariah  tnost  ftuidly,  i 
Cttnnot  elose  tlieir  eyes  lo  tliew,  had  nt 
than  correct.  Mr.  Caaiiiiig  reasoned  lii 
A  belief  wliich  he  was  wont  to  profeaa,  ibl 
can  serve  his  country  with  effect  out  of  < 
if  there  were  no  [lublic  in  this  rountry ;  i 
w«re  iiQ  FnrliHiuent ;  no  forum ;  no  pi 
the  Government  were  in  the  huiuls  of  « 
whom  tlie  Turk  liad  given  Ids  siguei^ 
&vourit«  to  whom  the  Cuiriiia  had  tw 
kerchief;  as  if  the  putriut's  vocation  hull 
th»  voice  of  public  virtue  were  heard  no 
if  the  people  were  without  power  ote 
and  only  existed  to  be  taxed  and  to  obey  t 
pernicious  notion  uever  entered  the  mlud  < 
man,  nor  one  more  fitted  to  undermin«  1 
virtue.  It  may  be  made  ttiecloak  fitrrvf 
of  fl^lious  and  nordid  calculation  t  ftnd  wl 
was  only  a  sophislii-al  self-deceplioii,or»j 
sion  ofdauiferouB  self-love,  mii>hl  hav»lM 
common  herdortra<lingpoiiticians,u»odai 
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'eiy  low,  and  de^icable,  and  unprincipled  arti- 
No  erron  are  so  dangerous  as  those  fiUse 
Ses  of  morals  which  conceal  the  bounds  between 
and  wrong ;  enable  Vice  to  trick  herself  out 
I  attire  of  Virtue ;  and  hide  our  frailties  from 
Itcs  by  throwing  around  them  the  garb  of 
iind  wisdom. 

m  havoc  which  this  unceasing  desire  of  place 
in  Mr.  Canning  liad  always  been  observed  by 
who  saw  his  public  conduct.  But  when  his 
naries  railed  against  him  as  a  perpetual  and 
MS  intriguer,  the  charge  coming  in  the  com- 
of  others  known  to  be  fiilse  against  Mr.  Pitt, 
rery  naturally  set  down  among  the  list  of  mere 
r  inveDtions.  The  late  publication  of  Lord 
nesbury's  papers,  however,  must  be  admitted  to 
no  small  support  to  this  view  of  Mr.  Canning's 
icter.  Certainly,  the  account  of  his  intrigues 
ist  Mr.  Addington  must  lower  him  in  the  esti- 
>n  of  all  men;  and  it  rests  upon  evidence 
ly  above  suspicion,  Lord  Malmesbury  seeing  in 
nothing  but  what  is  good,  and  being  his  warm 
>rter ;  but  indeed  the  proof  is  found  under 
Canning's  own  liand.  It  would  not  be  easy 
id  anything  of  a  more  paltry  kmd  in  all  the 
ry  of  political  intrigue,  than  the  attempt  to  drive 
Addington  from  office  by  a  manifesto  against 
only  unsigned  because  Mr.  Canning  could  get 
ne  but  a  friend  of  his  own  to  sign  it ;  and 
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iloiguMJ,  lip  wvs  hiniveir.  Id  ln>  {irrMHili 
•'  prtuciipl"  («•  Ii«  Wnni*  it),  ilalinfc  tl 
KtffnM  i/ww rtafly  to  be  affixed" — Iberc b 
two  inch  naniM  thus  ready.  NoUiIdr  ou 
■tnking  tliaii  tho  coiilraal  which  3Ir.  Ptn'l 
ftt  this  iwriivl  iitfiiTid  1(1  Mr.  Cknniog'*: 
Dili ei!,  frank,  forbtiiriug;  kimlly  ti 
tfaM«  he  had  Bomc  figlil  to  complain  oti 
fciiidly  to  Mr.  Cniiiiinu^  hiniKclf,  though  M 
lie  <lii«ppmvtHl  of  Ills  pTui'eL-diog^,  and  wa 
ifigly  impatient  under  liis  ceaaeleas  intf 
Indeed  he  stan  Goiu|ii)ll«d  ti>  give  him  a 
onerejiulsv;  unil  lie.cvcu  ap|iif«ra  lo  barn 
•eeiiig  him  ut  Wnlnwr,  lh»t  lie  might  be  « 
MUtioiu utivify.  I>f  coiim^.m  oattam 
ihe  pitiful  affair  of  the  umigned  nuinfii 
Fvuture  upon  dJBcluiiiiig  it  tu  meli  ii  m 
Pin. 

It  ii  tnily  to  be  lanittiitnl  ihRi  Mr.  I 
not  tiKre  kept  himself  as  mnrh  aloof  ft 
like  and  a  mi -G  alii  can  »»]  uf  Mr.  (. 
tliiN  did  fnnn  Ids  t hint  fur  utKce.  TIki 
trcKt  with  Naptdoon  In  1800  tnuat  ha**  | 
fh>in  that  infliirare  n^inst  which  he  w 
hk  guard  ;  fur  it  wiw  wh(dl>r  n 
his  ft>nii«r  conduct.* 


■noTihi!  MilnuihiiTj'  Cnmtgoaia 
rvTcm-A  m  u  vol.  Iv.  p.  103.  104  i  p.  119,  190,  \ 
tjorA  MalmabuT?  tarried  iha  Itnr  lau4|W'al 
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Of  Mr.  Canning  it  may  be  juatly  obflervwi,  as  of 
3Ir.  Fox,  thai  whatever  errors  he  committed  on 
Other  queslions,  on  the  Abolition  of  the  Wlave  Trade 
le  was  undeviatiogly  true  to  sound  principle*  and 
■nliglitenecl  jiolicy.  Respecting  the  questions  coll- 
ected wilh  Emancipation  his  course  was  by  no 
leans  so  commendable,  and  in  resieting  the  motion 
n  the  Missionary's  case,  1824,  he  aefed  culpably 
s  well  as  feebly  indeed  ;  but  of  the  Abolitionists 
Lc  was  at  once  a  stremioiis  and  effective  ally.  It 
»  wiilerstooii  that  he  deeply  lamented  tlie  contrast 
rtich  Mr.  Pilt'a  proceedings  on  this  great  ques- 
fcm  presented  to  his  speeches ;  and  he  insisted  on 
Wnging  forward  a  motion  against  the  policy  of 
S*|ilnring  colonies  to  estend  the  Slave-traffic,  when 
™r.  Pitt  was  in  retirement- 

'*li[i  further;  at  Isast  he des critied it  more  fully  aa  intended, 
■9  tonc!«iling  the  poverty  of  the  numea  salBcrilitd,  to  opcralE 
■  »  threat  and  a  deeeptious  threat.  Mr.  Pitt's  atwaBiuess 
^er  Mr.  Cuimng's  restless  impklieiice  for  olHve  appcan 
^  •  striking  manner,  lie  plainly  alludei  to  him  and  his 
Peratione  when  be  eomplains  of  the  "zeal  and  the  fchcmeB 
f  teJSiih  people,"  and  di-Bcribes  how  he  is  "  diEguetud  and 
^r«d,"  ■*  well  OB  "  beael  by  Ibem." 


SIR   SAMUEL   ROMILLl 


How  different  from  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct  w 
]Jord  Greoville,  who  no  sooner  uccedtid  to  ol 
1806,  than  he  encouraged  all  tlie  measuntiV 
first  restrained,  and  llien  entirely  abolislrtdji 
infernal  tmiHc,  the  slave-trude  !  The  c; 
yen  of  his  adminis  I  ration  were  diruted  to  I^ 
»  bill  for  abolieliing  tlie  foreign  slav»-tr 
colonies,  na  wtill  as  all  iiii|iurtatioD  ioto  i 
,  quered  settlements — nnil  iihen  it  ia  reooUi 
I  Sir  Saniuel  Hnrailly  at  timl  lime  added  Im 
gave  elevation  to  the  oflite  of  sulicitur-gf 
nwy  n'ell  be  supposed  that  tiiosc  duties  w 
fully  and  duly  followed  both  by  him  I 
honest,  learneil,  ami  experienced  culIeA 
Arthur  Pigott.  It  is  lit  tliat  nu  occusi^jn  « 
Sir  Samuel  lioinilly  is  named  should  tf 
over  withuni  an  attempt  to  record  ihe  virt 
endowments  of  so  ^reat  and  so  good  a  w 
instruction  of  after  nges, 

Fuir  persons  Iiave  ever  attained  celebrity  <i| 
and  exalted  station,  in  any  rountry,  or  in  n 
with  such  unsullietl  purity  of  cluuncter, 
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luinent  ami  excellent  person.  His  virtue 
utid  tiitlcxibU',  u(ljusl«l,  indeed,  rather  to 
)iis  Btandnrd  of  ancient  morality  than  to 
Ribitioua  aJid  lefls  elevated  maxims  of  the 
ode.  liut  in  this  lie  very  widely  diftered 
arittque  tnudel  upon  which  his  clisracter 
a|>i)earfl  lo  be  framed,  and  also  very  fai' 
it,  tliat  tliere  was  nothing  either  aAVcted 
ive  about  iiim  ;  and  if  ever  a  man  existed 
III  more  than  atjy  iitlier  have  scorned  the 
i|)eries  which  disfigured  Ihe  worth  of  Catu, 
hrunk  from  the  haraher  virtue  of  Urnliu, 
was  ilial  man.  ila  was,  in  truth,  a  poreoii 
i^t  iiatunil  and  simple  manners,  and  one  in 
;  kiiiitliL'st  ohiirilit's  anil  Harnipsl  fwlii>gg 
nature  were  blended  in  the  largest  mea- 
lliat  firmness  of  purpose  and  unrelaxed 
of  principle,  in  almost  all  other  men 
be  little  compatible  with  tbe  attributea 
itle  nature  and    ihe  feelings  of  a  tender 

>sei'ver  who  gazes  upon  the  character  of 
t  man  is  naturally  struck  first  of  all  with 
prominent  fc^aluie,  and  that  is  the  rare  ei- 
wJiicli  we  have  now  marked,  so  far  above 
I  of  the  understanding,  and  which  throws 
!  of  mere  genius  into  the  8ba«le.  But  his 
waa  of  the  liighest  order.  An  extraordi- 
^h  of  thought ;  great  powera  of  attention 


» 
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fiiicl  of  close  reasoniitg;  &  memory  quick  joiM 
live;  a  fancy  eminently  briUiuiit,  but  kepti 
feet  (iJBcipline  by  his  judgment  and  liis  taste,  whii 
was  nice,  cultivated,  and  severe,  without  ajit  i 
squeamishiipss  so  fatal  to  vigour — these  u<i' 
qualities  which,  under  tlie  guidance  of  ll»'  i 
pereevering  iiiduslry,  and  with  the  Mimul'i' 
lofty  amUtion,  rendered  him  iinquestionoli!; 
first  ailvocate,  and  (lie  mo;t  profound  lawjcci 
the  age  he  flourislied  in  i  placcii  him  high  t 
the  ornacnents  of  tlte  Senate ;  and  wouUi  I 
likelihood,  have  given  him  the  for 
among  them  all,  liad  not  the  occiipatioi 
laborious  profession  necjessartly  engrossed  ■ 
portinimte  sliare  of  his  Blteiition,  and  ir 
pursuits  fill  a  stibonlinate  place  in  tl 
his  life.  JurispcrUorum  disrrtissimut,ii 
vera  JHriaperilissimtrs,  As  his  p'mcticei  1 
tliority  at  the  bar  and  with  the  bench  wm 
pled  ;  and  his  success  in  Parliament  wiu  C 
progressive.  Some  of  his  speeches,  ImUi  1 
and  Parliamentary,  are  nearly  iinrivAlMff 
lence.  The  reply,  even  as  reported  In  !■ 
junior,  in  the  cause  of  Uugonin  v,  BeadtyM 
legal  matters  chiefly  were  in  quesllo 

•  A  case  very  near  resembling  tblR,  A 
VBB  argued  in  tlie  House  of  Lords  iu  OctObaTi  IM_ 
O'Cannell,  and  liii  Brgoment  «a>  n  nuuterpiM^I 
to  the  judgnieatof  tbose  who  heard  It. 
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idea  of  liis  extraordinary  powers.  Tlie  last 
1  ihal  lie  pronounced  in  the  House  of  Com- 

iipun  a  bill  respecting'  ttie  law  of  naturaliza- 
vliicli  gave  him  occasion  to  paint  the  miscon- 
if  the  expiring  Pariiantent  in  severe  and  even 
wloura,  was  generally  regarded  as  unexampled 
^  the  efforts  of  liis  eloquence  ;  nor  can  they 
ecollect  its  effects  ever  cease  to  lament  with 
d  bitterness  of  Borrow,  the  calastrojihe  which 
lated  his  life  and  extiDgiiished  his  glory,  when 
eflect  that  the  vast  accession  to  his  influence 
>eing  chosen  for  Westminster,  came  at  a  time 
his  genius  had  reuched  its  amplest  display, 
B  authority  in  Farlinment,  unaided  by  station, 
fained  tlie  highest  euiiiience.     The  friend  of 

virtue,  and  the  advocate  of  human  improve- 
wiil  mourn  slill  mare  sorrowfully  over  hid 
an  the  admirers  of  genius,  or  those  who  ar« 
i  by  political  triumphs.  For  no  one  could 
Bomilly,  and  doubt  that,  as  he  only  valued 
D  succes?  and  his  own  powers,  in  the  belief 
bey  might  conduce  to  the  good  of  mankind, 
h  augmentation  of  his  authority,  each  step  of 
[^ress,  must  have  been  attended  with  some 
ph  in   the  cause  of  humanity  and  justice. 

he  would  at  length,  in  the  course  of  nature, 
leased  to  live ;  but  then  the  bigot  would  have 
'  to  persecute— the  despot  to  vex — the  deao- 
K>r  to  suffer — the  slave  to  groan  and  tremble 
o  2 
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F  (ntuHce  till 


— Ibe  ignorsnt  to  rnitimit  crimes— and  Uasi 
Irivoil  )dw  In  eogeader  <'j'iuiiiitt1Uy. 

On  tliiee  things  all  men  are  agreed)  I 
inore  ilistincl  nocouiil  be  i]«sjro<j  of  hu  t 
it  Biust  be  sniil  [lint  it  united  all  the  ma 
graces  of  oratory,  ttotli  as  rt^nU  tiie  tin 
tlie  substance.  Nu  man  ai^ne<l  niore  elo 
tlie  iitulerslanding  nsii  to  be  atklreiiwil  t  itol 
claJmcd  innre  jioiverfiitly  when  iudi^n&tia 
be  aroused  or  the  feelings  niaved.  Hia  I 
WHS  eliuiee  aud  pure ;  lib  powers  of  lure 
nembled  rather  the  grave  nutliority  with  « 
judge  puts  dnwu  a  contempt,  or  puniolieeaBi 
than  the  aitackof  anadvoeateagataiitltiaa 
•nd  his  er|iia].  Ills  iniagpinution  wns  tbe 
wlicwe  services  were  rarely  nxitiired,  i 
mastery  was  never  fur  au  instant  adnil 
sarcftsiii  was  ireniendous,  nor  always  vtry  (j 
«roployeii.  His  nimiiier  was  perfNt)  ill  1 
figure,  in  a  couiiteiianee  of  i^ngiiUr  I 
dignity:  nor  was  anything  in  Uia  on 
atrikins  or  more  eflVctive  than  the  lieui 
rity  which  it  thruuglinut  iJiNplayi-d,  io  (0{ 
tiun,  in  tune,  in  look,  in  gt^stnr*.  "Jtn 
onitiono  s^ientis  huminis  el  recti,  grvtini 
et  nalnmlis  quwdatn  tneral  auoloritaji,  n 
Gam,  ced  ut  l^iimonium  dicere  pulAnjik    j 

.  cnim  non  prudeiitiuin  solum,  *wl|  ^fum^ 

a  ooiilineUal,  fidem."* 
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nsidpriTig  liU  exalted  station  at  (lie  bar,  lii^^ 
md  iiiisiillieil  character,  and  ihe  large  ppiiee 
1  he  fillerf  ill  the  eye  of  the  country,  men  na- 
y  looked  for  his  ascent  to  the  "liigliest  statioii 
I  profession  of  whicli  he  was,  during  so  many 
I  the  ornament  and  the  pride.  Nor  could  aay 
iiestioii  that  he  ivould  have  presented  to  the 
:  Ihe  figure  of  a  consumniate  judge.  He  alone 
ny  doubt  upon  (he  extent  of  his  own  judicial 
les  ;  and  he  hsA  recorded  in  his  journal  (that 
lable  document  in  ivhieh  he  was  wont  to  set 
freely  his  sentiments  on  men  and  thiugs)  a 
<t  opinion,  expressing  his  apprehension,  should 
Br  l>c  .10  tried,  that  men  wonld  aay  of  him 
iCT-r  iiiiprrii  niti  imjx^rix/ri/."  Willi  Ihia 
exception,  offering  so  rare  an  instance  ofim- 
1  Belf-jiidgment,  and  tending  of  itself  to  its 
efutation,  all  who  had  no  interest  in  the  ele- 
I  of  others,  have  held  his  exclusion  from  the 
ne  place  in  the  law,  as  one  of  the  heaviest 
in  the  price  paid  for  the  factious  Btructure  of 
ractical  government. 

his  private  life  and  personal  habits  he  exhi- 
&  model  fur  imitation,  and  an  object  of  iin- 
led  esteem.  AH  his  severity  wM  reserved  for 
OTim  and  the  senate,  when  vice  was  to  bo 
I,  or  justice  vindicated,  the  public  delinquent 
ed,  or  Ihe  national  oppressor  overawed.  In 
nily  and  in  society,  where  it  was  his  delight. 


TtMtl 

I 


press  ui  ttiLnur  iiih  jmrtHiicury  u 
either  France  or  Eugland, — llie  perf^l 
of  hi§  taifte,  refioed  to  such  a  pil^h  I 
was  uite  of  do  onlinary  power,  and  lill 
oncu  or  twice  only  Ita  wrote  poetry,  f 
merit, — liis  frewloin  from  affecUtion,- 
of  iiot  bf^ing  above  doing  ordinnry  tliii 
ordinary  wny, — oil  conspired  to  rende* 
peculiarly  uttmctive,  utiil  wauM  bvM 
courted  evmi  had  liu<  enituence  to  hW 
betin  &r  lets  conspicuous.  While  >t^ 
iag  of  one  pollticnl  adversary,  the  moaifi 
luiil  correct  observer*  uiiiong'  all  tlic  pu^ 
men  of  his  time,  tlut  he  never  was  mit  o 
while  Bumilty  spukf,  without  finding  tl 
CAuse  (o  lament  his  absence, — il  was  the 
of  all  who  were  ailmitted  to  his  priv« 
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(lcf(«Is  are  required  to  be  thrown  into  such  a 
ti,  atid  are  deemed  aa  necessary  as  t!ie  Glmdes 
liciure,  or,  at  least,  as  the  more  subdueil  tones 
lilt  jiarls  for  giving  relief  to  others,  tliis  por- 
ire  of  lioniilly  must  be  content  to  remain  im- 
ct.  For  what  is  there  on  which  to  dwell  for 
e,  il'  it  be  not  a  proneness  to  prejudice  in 
ir  of  opinions  resembling  his  own,  a  blindness 
e  defects  of  tliose  who  held  them,  and  a  pre- 
ssioii  against  those  who  lield  them  not?  While 
is  so  very  little  to  censure,  there  i»  unhappily 
I  to  deplore.  A  morbid  sensibility  embittered 
'  hours  of  his  earlier  life,  and  when  deprived 
IS  wife  whom  lie  most  tenderly  and  justly 
I.  coiitribufed  to  brinp  on  an  iiiHiimninlory 
',  in  the  paroxysm  of  which  he  untimely  met 
nd. 

le  Letter  of  Mr.  Brougham,  on  Abuse'  of  Cha- 
I,  was  communicated  in  manuscript  to  him 
i  attending  the  sick  bed  of  that  excellent  per- 
whose  loss  brought  on  his  own.  It  tended  to 
ile  some  of  those  sorrowful  hours,  the  subject 
ng  long  deeply  engaged  his  attention  ;  and  it 
the  last  thing  that  he  read.  His  estimate  of 
lerits  was  exceedingly  low;  at  least  he  said  he 
sure  no  tract  had  ever  been  published  on  a 
•  dry  subject,  or  was  likely  to  excite  leaa  atten- 


The  interest  of  the  subject,  however, 
b  undervalued  by  bim ;    for  tiie  letter^ 


r 


That  lifl  highly  approved  of  ihe  laboim  ot  H 

Educvlion  CoiiiDiittee,  liowever,  un<l  that  thp  n 

duct  of  its  Chairman  sharmi  fully  in  hia  ftjipro 

g,  tkere  can  be  no  doubt.     In  the  last  will  u 

Bftde,  there  is  a  warm  exprcssioD  of  iMrMiUtl  n 
WwA  B  strung  testimony  to  pnlilio  mrrits,  u 
1  pviyingad^re  that  his  fneud  wotild  jain  i 
luotlier  whom  lie  liod  long  known  intiotuidyJ 
s  coii?e(|Uenlly  iniwt  highly  and  mtwtjJ 
^Mremeil,  Mr.  Whisliaw,  in  perfurnui^  lira  (T 

r  literary  executor.     The  nmnusoripts  i 
■3^  were  numerous  and  imptirlant.     1'1j«  i 
■teresting  ore  tlie  benutiful  Sketches nfhis«firlyl 
Ind  the  Journal  to  which  ruferenco  hii«  i 
BJ)een  mude.     13iit  iii»  coniineiitarieH  ujioi!  - 
'^connected    with  juiispnidence  nic    Ilio^i- 
jr^atcst  value;  for  tliey  sitow  ihat  iiio«l  of  tlwfl 
forms  of  wliivh  he  maintuius  thu  oxjtodiencyf  I 
since  Jiis  decease  been  adopteil  by  ihe  I 
ftud  titey  thus  form  a  powerful  reuson  for  n 
[.those  others  whiuh  he  nxamnipwis,  atHl  whW 
t  now  lesi  fuvoured  by  llio  (^enetBl  < 

_      '  The  lut  Iraok  or  Hnj  iaipurUmcc  roul  by  hlw-w 

^'Allnm's  first  gn^si  work,  of  which  lie  janUj  (bf- 

M|th«*t  opinion,  arat  r<'commffld«d  the  immediate  m 

Ikto  tlic  nntlior  of  ihc  Ifllci-,  at  u  eniitrnst  to  tk 

u  reepwi  ol'  tUc  utiiviTUil  inlcrtil  of  the  N 
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uaiikiml,  tfian  were  the  forin«r  claas  at  the  (arlj 
jeriixl  when  lie  wrote.  The  injiiuctioo  to  hid 
Eriends  contained  in  liis  will,  was  truly  <ii>ara£teriMic 
]f  the  man.  He  particularly  ttesireil  ibem,  in  de- 
tettuiaing  whether  or  not  the  manuacripta  should 
be  published,  only  to  regard  the  prospect  there  was 
of  their  beiug  in  any  degree  serviceable  Ui  man- 
kind,  and  by  no  means  to  throw  away  a  thought 
npoti  any  injury  which  tlie  spiiearance  of  such  uii- 
finished  worka  might  do  to  his  literary  charactei'. 
Whoever  knew  him,  indeed,  was  ^lell  persuaded 
that  in  all  his  exertions  bis  peniunal  grutilication 
never  was  for  a  moment  coijsnlled,  unless  as  fir  as 
irhatever  he  did,  or  whatever  he  witnessed  in  others, 
had  a  rclisli  for  bim  exactly  proportioned  to  its 
tendency  towards  the  establi;<hment  of  the  priii- 
ejplea  which  formed,  as  it  were,  a  part  of  hia  natui'p, 
Ud  towards  the  promotion  of  human  happiness, 
the  grand  aim  of  all  his  views.  This  is  that  cul- 
le&gue  and  comrade  whose  irreparable  loss  his  sur- 
viving friends  have  had  to  deplore,  through  all 
their  struggles  for  the  good  cause  in  which  tliey 
had  stood  by  his  side ;  a  loes  which  each  succeeding 
day  renders  heavier,  and  harder  to  bear,  when  tlio 
misconduct  of  some,  and  the  incapacity  of  others, 
■o  painfully  recall  the  contrast  of  one  whose  pre- 
mature end  gave  the  first  and  the  only  pang  that 
bad  ever  come  from  him ;  and  all  hi*  uaociatei 
msjr  justly  exchint  In  the  woid*  of  TuUy  regani* 
08 


af  Horteasius,  "  Augebat  etkm  nioleslinB, 
ngnfL  sapientium  cirium  bonorumqne 
lecr^^us,    conjuncIisBimusque   nieciim 

urn  socielate,  alienissimo  reipublice  H 
I  exliiictus,  et  auctoritatis,  et  prudeatiee  siw 
I  nobis  (lesiderium  rdiquerat :  dolebainque,  qua 
I  Qt  plerique  pulabant,  adversariiim,  aut  ob 
I  toreiu  laudum  menrnm,  Bed  Booiiiin  potius  t 
BOrtem  gloriosi  laboHs  aniiseraiii." 


)  here  fur  a  mument  let  us  pause.     Wi 
I  been  gazing'  en  tlie  Ikint  likenesses 
I  men.     We   Lave    been    traversing  a  Galle 
^  (dlher  side  uf  which  they  siand  laiiged. 

made  lx>ld  in  tliat  edifice  lo  ''  expatiate  niiU 
,  the  State  aflaira  "  of  iheir  age.  Cogauuul 
I  lustury,  aware  of  the  principles  by  whl 
I  English  chie&  are  marslialled,  ^gacuoua 
[  springs  tliat  move  the  politic  uheel  whose  : 
L  lions  we  vontemplittc,  it  is  ao  <^asy  thiqg  lb 
I  comprehend  the  phenomenon  most  n 
1  cented  by  those  figures  and  their  armngcflie: 
ve  led  to  stare  agliast  at  that  which 
I    astound  any  mind  not  previously   furnisi 

the  ready  solution  to  make  all  plain  and  ! 

^ble.     liut  suppose  some  one  from  auothvr 

sphere,  or  another  world,  admitted  ti 
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find  si>  fun^iliar,  uiid  consider  what  would 
St  effect  upon  his  mind — "  Here,"  he 
,  "  stand  tlie  choicest  spirits  of  their  age ; 
est  svitB,  tike  noblest  oratora,  the  ui^st 
I,  tlie  most  illustrious  patriots.  Here 
I,  ivhose  iiandB  have  b«cn  raised  for  their 
whose  mugical  eloquence  has  shook  tlie 
liose  genius  lias  poured  out  strains  worthy 
ration  of  the  gods,  whose  lives  were  de- 
the  purity  of  their  principles,  whose 
were  bequeathed  to  a  race  grateful  for 
■eceivcti  from  their  sufferings  and  their 
Here  stand  all  these  '  lights  of  the 
1  demigods  of  fame  ;'  but  here  they  stand 
■d  on  one  siile  of  this  Gallery,  having 
common  country!  With  the  same  bright 
their  view,  their  efforts  were  divided,  not 
hey  fiercely  combated  each  other,  and  not 
assailed  some  common  foe;  their  great 
were  bestowed,  their  more  than  mortal 
re  expended,  not  in  furthering  the  general 
in  resisting  their  country's  enemies,  but 
ts  among  theniselves;  and  all  their  tri- 
ere  won  over  each  other,  and  all  their 
were  endured  at  each  other's  hands  1"— 
"  (he  unenlightened  stranger  would  add, 
y  that  I  survey,  or  a  troubled  vision  that 
f  sight?  Am  I  indeed  contemplating  the 
men  amongst  a  rational  people,  or  tke 


^d  of  n  baml  of  iniinos  ?  Or.  )i 
i  to  furvey  the  i-tlls  of  some  I 
ftointed  for  tlie  iusaue ;  or  m  it.  penult 
vaulls  tif  some  I'nnilemonium  through 
vyw  have  been  sTiflcred  tu  waiiiLer  till 
nche»,  atitl  my  brniti  U  disturbed  F" 

Tiiuarurtlie  luilutoroti  nati¥eof  soini 
wild  oil  earth,  or  the  yet  more  igmtTW 
of  ioine  worlii,  rcrnuti?  "  beyond  thu  M 
niitky  wiiy."  Wo  kiibw  more;  w« 
things  butter.  But  let  us,  even  In  01 
enlightened  wisdom,  iiaiise  for  a  momet 
Gil  lhi»  most  anomalous  stale  of  thi 
arrangempnl  nf  political  alfuire  wliioli 
cully  uxuliitlis  at  luut  otie-lialf  of  the 
of  each  age  from  their  country's  cenri 
votes  both  clashes  inSnitely  more  to  rai 
conflict  with  one  another  than  to  tav 
gencriJ  good.  And  here  it  muy  bo  .1 
ouce  thiLt  uuihing  can  be  lees  correct 
Tiew,  who  regard  the  odininistratinn  C 
praulictilly  in  tlie  Imnile  uf  oidy  uiie-lmll 
whilst  tlie  exclmk'd  porliou  i£  eoluly  1 
thwurting  their  proeeiedings.  The  1 
buth  Parties  is  oxiTted,  uml  the  moven 
slate  macliino  partakes  of  both  llie 
pressed  upon  it ;  neither  taking  tlie  1 
t  of  tbi'  othiir,  but  a  thiid  lii 
Tills  concoMton,  no  doubt,  gm 
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evil ;  hiU  it  is  very  far  indeed  from  removing- 
Why  most  there  always  be  this  escliisiou,  and 
I  coDHict?  Does  not  every  one  immediately 
ceive  how  it  must  provi?  detrimental  to  tlie 
ilic  aervice  in  the  great  majority  of  inslaacea ; 
,  bow  miserable  a  niake-sliifl  for  something 
ter  and  more  rational  it  is,  even  where  it  iloes 
re  good  than  liarra  ?  Besides,  if  it  requires  a 
staut  an<[  systematic  oppoaitioii  to  prevent  rais- 
}f,  and  keep  the  machine  of  sfate  in  the  right 
h.  of  what  use  ia  our  boasted  repi-esenlalive 
ernnieut,  which  is  deigned  to  give  the  people 
onlrol  over  their  rulers,  and  serves  no  other 
pose  at  all?  Let  ua  for  a.  moment  consider  the 
lin  f{  lliis  syplciii  of  Party,  that  ive  may  tjie 
ter  be  able  to  appreciate  its  value  and  to  com- 
hend  its  manner  of  working.  • 
The  Origin  of  Party  may  be  traced  by  fond 
jrists  and  sanguine  votaries  of  the  system,  to  a 
ical  dilference  of  opinion  and  -priuciple;  to  the 
lent  sentire  de  repullicd  "  which  has  at  all  times 
ishalled  men  in  combinations  or  split  them  in 
lositions ;  but  it  is  pretty  plain  to  any  person  of 
inary  understanding,  that  a  far  less  romantic 
und  of  union  and  of  separation  has  for  the  most 
t  existed — the  individual  interests  of  the  parties ; 
idem  velU  atque  idem  nolle;  the  desire  of 
fer  and  of  plunder,  which,  as  all  cannot  share, 
fa  ia  desirous  of  snatching  and  holding.     The 


^BllBtury  of  Engluli  party  is  as  certainly  Uwt  of  J 

^nbw  great  meii  and  powerful  famlliw  on  the  niic 

^■IbUid,  contending  for  pluce  and  power,  with  ■  frv: 

^B  Stbere  on  the  oppoitile  quarter,  as  It  is  the  hblnrv 

^Kflf  the  PlanlageneO,  tiie  Tuilnrs,  anil  Ibe  Stutri'. 

^BQ^ere  is  nothing  mure  untrue  tlian  to  r«prvwiii 

^■^principle  as  at  the  bottom  of  it ;  intuit  is  at  tiu' 

^■bottom,  and   the  opposition  of  principle  i*  «ijh- 

'      aervient  to  the  opposition  of  inttrrsl.      Acouil-j 

in^ly,  the   result  has   been,   that  unleM  peril 

wliere  a  dynasty  was  changed,  as  in  1688,  a 

some  tiDie  at\erwardB,  and  excepting  on  t]U( 

connected  wilb  this  change,  tiie  very  same  o 

wtu  held  and  thesnnie  principles  professed  by  It 

Pbrlira  ivhen  in  office  and  by  iiotli  when  tn  (^ 

tjMon.     Of  this  we  have  sn'n  eutticiently  r 
4ble  instances  iu^he  cdurRo  of  the  foregoing  p 
"The  "Wliig  in  opposition  was  for  retreiichniailf 
i^or  peace ;  traiifplant  him   into   office,  h«  4 
'little  for  either.     Dills  of  coen'ion 
the  constitution,  were  his  alihorrenee  * 
pounded  by  Tories;  in  place,  lie  propouMM  11 
hinutclf     Acts  of  indemnity  and  of  attalodefd 
the  lavouriies  of  the  Tory  in  («iwer ;  the  1 

k  opposition  was  the  enemy  of  both.     The  g 
«hnrgv   ever   brought    by   the  Whiff  i 
•dverMi^'  was  the  personnl  proscription  of  kftj 
ahed  imiividnni  in  plcnue  n  King  ;  the  wont  ri 
that  the  Tory  can  level  against  the  Whifi  itl 
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L  cif  u  proicriptiun  Mill  1cm  jiutlflalilu   to 
a  Vk'uroy. 

iiiiiol  Buro]y  III  these  clrcumntanctw  bt>  (Iiwini«d 
diiinry  that  pluin  mvn,  unloitltkled  in  tliu 
^rutiu  MyHterieN  whereuf  tt  rigid  (lovotiuii  lo 
rurniM  one  of  the  luOHt  lacreJ,  ahuulil  bu  apt 
t  very  iliffereiit  connexion  between  priiiciplo 
lion  from  the  one  iitiually  put  forward  ;  nnd 
tluiut  al  all  denying  a  relation  Ix^twccn  tlie 
ings,  llioy  alioulU  reverie  the  ai^count  |^ne- 
^vpti  by  I'nrty  men,  and  suspect  them  of 
up  priiK^ipk'H  ill  order  tu  manlial  thun- 
iu  alliances  und  hoslllltles  for  their  own 
\«,  iiiiitt.'.id  of  eiigngiiig  In  those  euiitentA 
I!  (if  lln'ir  niiillicliTig  priiicipli>H.  In  a  wonl, 
H-eniH  some  reason  to  suppoM  that  interest 
really  divided  them  into  bands,  principles 
)feiwed  for  lliu  purpoite  of  better  compassing 
bjects  by  maintaining  a  character  and  gain- 
I  support  of  the  people. 
t  lu  a  certain  degree  this  is  true,  we  think 
rdly  be  doubted,  although  it  is  also  impos- 
)  deny  that  tliere  is  a  plain  line  of  distinction,' 
:n  Ihc  two  great  Parties  which  formerly  pre- 
in  this  country  upon  one  important  point, 
indutiotis  and  extent  of  the  Royal  Prerogative, 
at  this  line  can  now  be  traced  it  would  be 
to  pretend.  Mr.  Pitt,  and  even  Lord  North, 
0   other  opinions   respecting  kliigty  power 
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t  diiwii  tiio  Americans?  Tf  so,  let  hlin 
3yat,  uml  usk  iiiiiisulf  another  viniple  i\iwa- 
lal    MiiiisWr    wouhl   aver   volimteer   IiU 

(lUmembor  till)  empire?  But  if  that  fails 
ct!  Iilin,  let  liim  reL-iiUeot  that  the  AmnrU 

liad  TAgeil  for  yeara  before  the  word 
■inn"  croucKi  the  lipw  of  any  mnn  in 
luvM  uf  I'urliumiint— all  the  atluok*  were 
III  the  ill-troutment  of  our  I«i)uw-Niib{ecl3, 
iiiiNiiianftgement  of  the  war ;  tlie  Whigs 
avu  beeti  nxin)  Icirnl  rulera  and  hctttw 
bill  only  in  onler  to  prevent  the  last  of 
« —  S<-imrntinn  anil    Independence.     Nay, 

I'urtj  bluing  now  in  p<iwcr,  have  qvowhI 
(.'tiiiuilii  thu  very  {>rin<'i|iliM  u)iiiit  uliirli 
rth  carried  oti  the  former  contest.  The 
lay  |ierha|)3  alle^  that  they  have  of  late 
^!  coiiMstent. 

mother  ijistance.  While  the  Whigs  were 
HJct'.,  the  same  King's  bigotry  refused  to 
.«!  the  Uuniaii  Catholics.  It  would  be  a 
[ling  III  hold,  that  the  Party  which  wna 
iHtiiigiii.slied  for  its  hatred  of  Romaniani, 
h  hiiil  founded  iU  power  of  old  on  the 
MS,  must  of  necessity  have  lalten  an  op- 
:w  of  tliis  qnestion  because  circuniBtaiice* 
gud  and  those  laws  had  become  unneces- 

bccaiise  the  Kin^,  supposing  tbero  to  have 
jervai its,  would  luiveadhered  to  the  ftnciaiit 


WhiK  liMielit.  But  when,  In  oppMitlon  tl 
llipj'  foiiinl  some  millmim  rwuty  to  rally  i 
Court,  and  saw  tht^ir  wlveranriea,  the  U 
tlie  ilay,  sitliiig  wltli  t)iti  K'mg,  Ousy 
n  moment  in  hiking  thdr  V»»,  and  foi 
faintly  till  the  buttle  woe  won.  Withnnt 
lliut  the  altered  view  of  the  question  w 
cautt'il  liy  tlie  |>osit!oti  of  Parties,  and  di 
Ihe  MininKTu  Inking  tlm  other  linp, 
assert,  wilhmit  nny  fi-or  of  <!»titnu]ictlon: 
proniptitii(l<!  with  wliitih  (he  clioMge  wai 
iliH  l«a(ior!i  is  tracimblo  to  thin  source: 
their  hnvirii^  Iht-  power  to  miik«  thwr  It 
and  eiillglilmiHl  followers  in  tliecDuntr^  J 
doing  violence  lo  tlielr  mi»t  roottd  p»ji 
In  no  other  way  be  acuounted  for  than  b 
tn  the  operatinn  of  J'nrty  locticii.  Iw 
uptTulluii  alonti  can  cxpluin  tlie  phcnomoi 
<wo  ^e&l  factions  having  cImugMl  rid 
wliole  qiK>sliou;  the  TorieH  taking  the 
jiowwliii^hlhe  Wiiigstlifl  in  (hcilny»of  tl 
the  Miirlbu roughs,  tlio  Omlolphin»,  mid 
earlier,  in  the  limes  of  the  HlJtu>t^lls  and  th 
The  •oliitiDii  of  the  enigma  i«  to  b«  fuu 
in  iheaceldentuldrctinutftnceof  iheFikn 
at  tiiu  Iwo  ilifli.'ri>nt  p4^riod«  Iwt'n  In  opp 
(ionn — tho  WhigN  in  jiower  at  one  Unie, 
at  the  other,  and  the  (^!rown  holding 
•uurm:  in  enoli  «isf,     Thi-  unty  other  elf 
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t  pxintN  to  mndiry  Uii«  conclusion,  I*,  timt  the 
icipli^x  (if  tlui  VVIiig  families  iit  the  lievolutioii 

to  their  beliiK  in  (luwer;  alihoiigh  it  would  bo 
■ulil  UiinK  to  aiMert  thai,  if  tiiu  Tory  families 
I  Imvii  prtiferred,  tliroiigli  mine  Bcclduiit  of  i>er- 
al  fitvoor,  by  William  ami  Anne,  the  Wlii^f 
lilius  thi'ii  In  opponlllon  would  tiavi>  niipportRd 

petinl  entlu;  or  evon  tlut,  if  George  I.  hkd 
[ie<l  liU  iNick  ufum  tli«m,  and  courttid  thdr  od- 
uriLv,  li]t7  would  liave  hi^pt  quite  I'leur  iif 
4jbito  cuiinexionn,  wliich  some  of  tlie  moat  (ii»- 
(ulnltetl,  lu  it  woji,  nra  well  known  to  hnve 
npil. 
ilor  ia  Ihure  iiiucli  rctuan  to  siippoiie  iliut  liiiH 

I'nrlic-  .-hilDj;-'!!  po-iti.iiis  in  IIW?.,  (I..-  WliijiH 
M,  an  a  matter  of  course,  have  been  against  the 
:.  ITalf  tfie  I'arty  were  found  to  be  t)ie  mnnt 
HiuouH  advocates  of  a.  rupture  wilii  France,  and 
ir  acceiHioii  to  office  as  a  body  followed  this 
wal.  The  wliole  could  not  puniie  the  same 
rsoi   and  Mr.  I'itt  having  unhappily  declared 

war,  the  opposition  was  for  peace.  Jf  any  one 
»  very  confident  that  the  great  men  whom  we 
e  been  contemplating  in  their  glorious  renistanee 
that  ruinous  contest,  would  have  maintained 
3e  at  all  haiinrds,  including  a  quarrel  with  the 
stocmcy  and  the  Court,  had  they  been  George 
,'■  Ministers,  we  beseech  him  to  consider  how 
e  disposed  tliey  showed  themselves,  after  Mr. 
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stuiiiiuUy  Wliig,  ^nd  carriud  tha  question  by  a  far 
grtutec  ell'urt  tliun  ever  Mr.  Pitt  made  iiir  its 
advaiicement,  is  uot  tu  be  doublml.  But  iheir 
iuflui:nc«i  iiuy  tlieir  existeuce  depended  upon  it: 
tliny  gainod  more  by  it,  as  a  I'arty,  tluui  by  any 
otber  cvume  they  could  liave  gained.  Tliis  tijen 
cui  furiii  no  exception  whatever  tii  the  position 
lliut,  when  parties  are  fbrmiKl  maiiily  fur  the  piir- 
iHiM  uf  obluiiiiiig  and  retaiuiitg  puwer,  they  adopt 
priuciplef,  aud  act  upon  them,  with  a  view  to 
M-Tve  thiii  main  ubjiK^t  of  the  I'arty  union.  'J'he 
p«iiplii  in  a  r.ountry  tiku  tliia  liave  their  weiglit  as 
Woll  aa  the  Court  and  the  aristocracy,  aud  lliuir 
Opinion*  and  feeliiig§  niuat  be  consulted  by  iVly 
l«a<leis  in  onler  to  giiin  tlieir  support.  Whatever 
iosidcerily  lliere  way  bo  in  the  latter,  liuwever 
Hicy  niay  bo  »usptct«l  of  professing  opinions  for 
'■''u  puqiosa  of  their  policy,  the  people  caji  have 
"u  Bucli  fiinister  luolives.  Hence  a  I'arly  may  take 
J*<»j)iihir  ground  when  in  opposition  wilii  a  view  of 
*^«fBuling  tlie  Court,  and  it  may  also  take  tlie  aaiiii: 
Ct^Qund  in  office  to  fortify  itaelf  again  a  hostile 
^rrnrt  or  a.  generally  unfriendly  arintocracy. 

Thia  induction  of  (acta  is  incomplete,  if  the  in- 
*'cirt(ru  mijativa,  Ijie  converae  proof,  be  wantiiig, 
'^*r  cases  where  great  principles  not  espoused  by 
■'-^■rtii*,  nor  nittile  matter  of  Party  niaintuviing, 
*««ve  haii  a  diHercut  fale.  Unliappily  tliere  are 
,^teoDi]JUr«liveIy    vei'y  few  (|Utuitions  of  ioiportanto 
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take  upon  liiniself  to  affirm  that  tliB 
'ould  on  tlie  Treasury  Bench  liavc  read 
Vincent's  fumouB  Teiilti  Report  with  the 
*  which  glared  npon  Lord  Melville  from 
ite  aide  of  ihe  House,  and  condiieled  them 
ipeachnient  of  that  JMiiiister  a  few  months 
s.  Again,  tlie  greatest  peraoiial  question 
distracted  rather  than  dividwl  the  country, 
reatinent  of  the  Queen  in  1820.  Had  the 
len  been  in  office  under  Geoi^e  IV.,  a» 
e  in  the  habits  of  Tarty  connexion  Mith 
i06,  would  they  have  been  so  strenuous  in 

his  favourite  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  ? 

be  a  very  adventurous  thing  to  assert 

of  the  kin<l,  when  we  recollect  how  iin- 
y  they  lent  themselves  in  1806  to  the  first 
on  of  the  ill-fated  Queen  by  the  "  Delicate 
.tton,"  as  it  waa  moat  inappropriately 
liich  they  conducted  in  secret  and  behind 

of  the  accused.  '  The  Tories  were  then 
ition  to  the  Prince  and  to  the  Whig  mi- 
ind  they  bitterly  denounced  that  secret 
ig.  Who  can  doubt  that  had  the  Whigs 
been  the  ministers  and  proposed  the  Bill, 
have  found  as  strenuous  opposition  from 
s  as  this  Bill  found  from  the  Whigs  ?  But 
ft  to  our  conjectures  upon  this  point?  No 
ter.  The  Tories  were  afterwards  in  oppoii- 
)  Whig*  in  office ;  and  a  bill  of  attaii 
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Las  been  ilvfendecl  by  llie  Wlilgs  aud4^ 
UiB  Turies,  Invlii)-  fur  iu  nTunul  ol^t  ' 
ineii  Irom  ibeir  country  wiliuiut »  Xrial,  a 
iDgi  or  even  a  tioiice ;  uud  acufiiupikfa 
objoot  by  dcclm-iiig  limr  tuilntic«  wjil 
[tative  laud  a  capital  otf^tice.  Ilail  tlw ' 
power  biuii^lu  forward  d  bill  Id  exile  iJ 
w-illiuut  licariiig  licr,  utd  lo  ileclATQ  lierli 
Jiuglaiiil  liigli  treason,  we  bnve  a  'i^ht 
tJiat  the  Tories,  being  in  niiposiUon,  \r<i 
Btnumoiisly  resistixl  sucli  a  inraeurv.  T 
more  parallel  rati  tianily  be  tiuagiiietl,  : 
was  a  uliargi-  uf  iruuoti  in  both  g  tUvne  «u 
porary  abwiice uf  ilieiiarty  accused i  then  1 
w  tumult  vKpectni  upgn  iliai  puly's  ratal 
Has  the  n  Ish  lo  pn-vont  sucli  A  reiuni ;  a 
was  00  desire  iii  either  the  one  case  or  Un 
8lied  a  drup  uf  bluud,  but  ualy  a  \risl»  Uf 
object  by  a  threat.  On  the  uiher  haiHl:, 
TorivD  any  right  to  nlKrni  that  if  l)i^  liwl 
to  lie  ill  power  when  the  Caiiuda  n&int  n 
settled,  110  bills  of  utiuiiiiler  wuutd  U 
]iasHed  i  The  forms  of  luw  might  have  b 
artilicislly  aiiO  skilfully  preaervetl ;  but 
principles  of  substantial  justice  wouM  h 
better  iiiaiutnined  towanls  I'apiiieMi  ani 
lierenls  In  1838  thou  they  were  toi 
Caruliiie  in  1820,  we  have  no  rigbt  wl 
bolievo.     The  Bill  of  1620  i.-  the  gr««t 
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ublic  character,  the  wont  passage  by  fiur  in 
tory  of  their  Party;  and  tliey  must  have 
'hile  they  assented  to  its  iniquities  and 
i  the  country  into  the  moat  imminent  dan- 
hat  they  were  yielding  to  the  yilest  ca- 
of  an  unprincipled  and  tyrannical  master. 
ust  not  be  supposed  that  those  who  concmr 
;e  general  remarks  upon  Piurty  are  pio- 
ig  a  very  severe  censure  upon  all  public 
this  country,  or  placing  themselves  vainly 
eminence  removed  from  strife^  and  hig^ 
ill  vulgar  contentions —  .* 

{Moere  iinde  qaess  alios,  pasiiiiiqae  vid«c«^ 
are,  atque  Yiam  palanteis  qamten  vita^ 
tare  ingenio,  contendere  nobilitate^ 
tteis  atque  dies  niti  pnestante  labore, 
gummas  emergere  opes,  rerumque  potiri. 

LUCRET.  II* 

ame  now  cast  upon  politicians  affects  them 
lally ;  and  is  only  like  that  which  ethical 
rs  on  the  selfish  theory  of  morals  may  be 
k1  to  throw  upon  all  human  conduct.  In 
lat  blame  applies  not  to  individuals,  but  to 
tern ;  and  tliat  system  is  proved  to  be  bad ; 
ful  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  corrupt- 
the  people,  injurious  to  honest  principle, 
the  very  best  a  clumsy  contrivance  for 
g  on  the  affiiirs  of  the  State. 
>  partly  the  result  of  our  monarchical  con* 
n,  in  which  the  prince  must  rule  by  in* 
.II.  B 


I  \iwti  (Wfemloii  by  llie  ^VfaE|{«  aitd  oppoMtl 

n,  luiviiig  fur  lt»  avuwtil  olijoct  l<>  Iwi 

Oteu  from  tlialr  oouulry  ttitliuiii  a.  trial,  or  •  1 

lii|{,   or  even  k  noiico)   ami    nt^uaniplUhuig 

ol^Mt   by  ilncluriiig   tltt-it  eiitmiii'v  williin 

lutivii  liuul  a  mpli&]  otTetico.     Iloii  tltu  Wlit 

}iowpr  Wuiiglit  fiirwunl  u  liilj  to  oxilc  tha  (^ 

wilhuut  lit'Briiig  licr,  ami  (u  iltwlum  liur 

.ii4i|{laiiil  IiIkIi  tiiiuiioii,  \ns  liav(>  a  rltckt  U  ■ 

(lial  tlia  ToriW)  Ucing  iu  iipjHwitiuti,  would 

iiiuiuly  rvMotul  niiih  b  inuuiurr.     Two  < 

u  pamllcl  uui  lutrdly  b«  inuigintvl,  fi»  I 

»oliurgcortrc4Uim  in  bnili:  I  Intra  wtu  tin 

V  jtoraiy  abi>euc(!  of  tlii'  [mrty  ilccumhI  i  l)u:rc  wui 

B  9r  tumult  iixi>«:iL-ci  u|ioii  tliai  parly's  return |1 

N  Iliv  wi*ii  to  prc-vont  oucti  a  return  )  UkI  ' 

in  iui  <li»irR  in  tutlii^r  Iho  oav  cone  or  tlte  otb 

rifiheU  a  iltoji  uf  Lluud,  but  mily  a  wl«li  to  g«ii 

■O^jecl  by  a  tlireat.     Ou  Lhti  other  htuid,  )««< 

r^oiiw  liny  right  to  alfirni  lliat  if  they  had  efaf 

,  (0  be  111  jiuwur  wlifn  the  CuniuLt  Htruln  iretB  i 

I  JtHtUt],   no   bill*  uf  utuindur   wifuUl  Imv* 

Wjfuaini'i!     The  forms  of  kw  iiilglit  liave  bwq. 

n 'ArtititJnlly  anil  akilliilly  pnwcrvod;  but 

f  ^riiK-ipluM  of  8tibalautiul  juatico  woiiU  boy* 

1  jbelluT  Tiioiiituiiiul  towards  J'ajiiumu  atid  hl^ 

^JtarfiMt  Iji    WM  itiun    lliry  wuro  toward*  C 

CSaruliiio  ill  lb20,  wu  Wvu  \to  xv^U  wluttev 

belkve.     'riiu  liiW  ot  WiO  *w  \W  sp-jaS-Nftai. 


UU  KVVBtTTi 

Atmtco  ratber  than  prerugatiTc ;  but  i 
man  to  be  iferit«i]  fniw  die  vktuentM 
of  the  poDatttiition.  The  gteat  ftonUIa 
struggles  with  vadi  alher  md  agnMt  4 
bn-e  recourse  to  Party  IraguM,  and  £ 
from  time  to  time  cltawn  into  tbe  tn 
evOs  which  How  from  lliis  raajiner  of  ( 
pnklic  affliirs  are  matiifnt.  The  two  gi 
qiMstit>niibly  are,  first,  tlie  t(K«  of  *o  | 
mtu  to  the  servico  of  tliv  eountty,  as  « 
devotion  of  almost  itte  whole  pow«n  of  i 
men  to  jiarty  eoiitCHls,  and  ihedeTodonai 
of  tliose  men  to  obstnictin^  Uie  paM 
instead  of  heljiing  it ;  unci  next,  tlie  ept 
in  playing  lliu  party  goioe,  'n  made  of 
eacred  prjoeiplm,  the  liupiii^  of  the  | 
the  Mstiraptioii  of  tlicir  aiistoiTalic  Icaile 
Mt*  their  opinions  to  tlicm.  It  ia  a  aoq 
of  any  politjoal  macliine  that  it  i*  M  < 
m  ouiy  to  ha  kept  iu  order  by  the  la 
and  the  conflict  of  forces  wbidi  Ok  fif 
fikultR  implies.  It  U  a  clumny  ami  unwit 
meat  which  can  only  be  effected  by  tlm 
operation  of  jurring  principlts,  whicli 
gyrisis  or  rather  apologists  of  thcM  aoon 
eommendrd.  Dul  it  bi  a  mdieal  rice  in  i 
to  oicliide  (hi>  people  from  farming  tlieii 
■bos,  wkioh  muMt,  if  proceedtug  fruoi  i 
ImjmlMai,  bu  k^  in  strict  Boceidsnce  ' 


twl%  tni  it  is 

w  it  poMiUe  iMl  u     >  roMhr 

people  imkf  teob  ai    i  iif       oili- 

kjt  mtteai  of  bmU  i       i 

«g  of  the  winile  engil  ond 
id  object  of  all  its  operations.  . 
f  this  we  may  be  well  assured,  that  as  Party 
bkherto  been  Juiowa  «inoD§fst  ns^  it  oan  only 
ome  duriog  the  earlier  istages  of  a  natioa'a  po^ 
il  growth.  While  the  people  ave  ignoraat  o£ 
r  interests,  and  is  littla  Acquainted  with  theik 
ts  as  with  their  dutie    1  be  treated  by 

leading  fictions  as  i  hitherto  bleen 

kedbyourowa.    Oodbep  ,  they  are  not 

what  they  were  in  the  palmy  days  of  factious 
oeracy,  of  the  Walpoles^  and  the  Foxes,  and 
Pelhams — never  consulted,  and  never  thought 
nless  when  it  was  desirable  that  one  mob  should 
1  out  ^^  Church  and  King,"  and  another  should 
» back  <<No  Pope,  and  no  Pretender."  They 
I  even  made  great  advances  since  the  close  of 
American  war,  and  the  earlier  periods  of  the 
ich  Revolution,  when,  through  fear  of  the  Ca- 
ics,  the  library  of  Lord  Mansfield,  and  through 
9d  of  the  Dissenters,  the  apparatus  of  Dr. 
stley,  were  committed  to  the  flames.  Their 
ress  is  now  rapid,  and  their  success  assured  in 
attainment  of  all  that  can  qualify  them  for 
g^ovcrninent,  emancipate  them  from  pupilage, 
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and  entitle  Uiem  to  undertake  th« 
their  own  affiura.  Nor  will  they  any  v 
louling  nien  to  make  up  their  opinUme 
as  doctors  do  the  prescriptions  which  tl 
take,  or  consent  to  be  the  tools  aod 
Party  any  more. 


e    towards    some 
the   countries 
Parly  spirit  can  ever  be  shown,  or  ill 
stances  where  a  great  danger  threaieiiii 
excliidcj  the  influence  of  Action  oltogvibt 
only  for  a  season,  and  while  the 


Contemporary  with  George  ill., 
stalwrnen  who»e  faint  'likenesses  we  bavft 
TCyinj,  were  some  of  the  most  ceJefanH 
i»hom  either  the  old  or  the  new  warld 
duceiL  Tlieir  talents  and  their  iiututies 
in  cuiillict  with  those  of  cur  own  ralerv,  i 
of  the  most  memorahle  occasions  whkli 
crrised  the  one  or  affected  the  other. 
form  no  inappropriate  appetidis  to  thv 
akcichw,  if  we  now  endeavour  lo  partr 
of  those  distinguished  individuab. 


(  IM  ) 


FEANKLIN. 


the  most  remarkable  men  eertakdjr  •!  on 
t  a  politician,  or  of  any  age  as  a  phflo^ 
was  Franklin;  who  also  stands  alone  in 
Bg  together  these  two  duuraetersy  the 
that  man  can  sustain,  and  in  this,  thai 
borne  the  first  part  in  enkvging  seienee 
of  the  greatest  discoveries  errer  made,  he 
e  second  part  in  founding  one  of  the 
empires  in  the  world. 

is  truly  great  man  everything  seems  to 
that  goes  towards  the  constitution  of  ex* 
erit.  First,  he  was  the  architect  of  his 
tune.  Bom  in  the  humblest  station,  he 
limself  by  his  talents  and  his  industry, 
he  place  in  society  which  may  be  attained 
e  help  only  of  ordinary  abilities,  g^reat 
ion,  and  good  luck ;  but  next  to  the  loftier 
which  a  daring  and  hi^py  genius  alone 
8 ;  and  the  poor  Printer's  boy,  who  at  one 
>f  his  life  had  no  covering  to  shelter  hia 
tm  the  dews  of  night,  rent  in  twain  the 
ominion  of  Engknd,  and  lived  to  be  the 
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Ambassador  of  a  Commonwealth  wliicb 
formed,  at  the  Court  of  the  haughty  SIo{ 
France  whu  had  been  his  allies. 

Then,  lie  had  been  tried  by  prcsperit 
M  adverse  fortune,  and  had  passed  unhurt 
the  perils  of  both.  No  ordinary  appro 
commonplace  journeyman,  ever  laid  the 
tioiis  ef  his  independence  in  liobila  of 
t«aiptirance  more  deep  tiKui  he  ditt,  vha 
wa$  afieTH-axds  to  rank  hiui  with  the  Gal 
the  Neivtuus  of  the  «li)  woclil.  No  jautrii 
to  ahiue  iu  Courts,  or  assist  at  the  Co 
Uonarclis,  ev»  bore  his  hoDoors  in  a  infl 
■DOre  Giuly,  or  waa  lest  spoilt  by  tlie  enja 
them  tJjiui  tliis  coauttOn  woiiunaii  did 
tialing  with  Royal  reprexeuLatirfs,  or 
all  Uie  beauty  e^d  fushion  of  the  masl 
Court  in  Enrope. 

Again,  he  was  self-taught  in  all  he  km 
hours  of  study  were  stolen  from  those  of 
of  TueaLj,  or  gained  by  some  ingenious  col 
Ibr  reading  while  the  work  of  hia  dai^ 
went  oo.  Assisted  by  none  of  the  ImIi 
affluence  tenders  tn  tlte  studies  of  th« 
had  lo  supply  the  plooe  of  lulora,  fay  1 
diligeaoe,  and  of  oommeuliuieB,  by  repi 
riMiJ.  Nay,  the  po«$e-°aion  of  boaka 
wbtuinnl  by  copying  what  the  art  whicb  li 
vxercised  furimtietl  ee^y  to  other*. 


155 

Jtwt,  the  rhtmmuAmnuM  nader  vMch  oOmm 
neenmb  he  made  to  yield,  and  bent  to  hieow« 
■yetei  fc  iraeeeHlU  kftder  of  avevoU  that  ended 
^  complete  Idtui^  aftar  appeariag  detperate  fbr 
m» ;  a  gicai  dlaeaw^rer  in  pMoiophy  wkhowt  the 
iriiMry  helpa  ta  kaewledge;  a  writer  famed  for 
iatehaato  e^rle  withoai  a  chutioal  education ;  a 
UUbl  a^gotiator,  though  aerer  farad  to  politiot ; 
^^lmg  as  a  fityoorite^  mjf  a  fuUteni  of  iiihioa, 
IIm  the  guest  of  friToleasGointe,  the  Hfii  which 
htgnnijn  garrets  and  la  workshops. 
ly»-combinations  ofjaeakjai  in  otheaa  deemsd 
amieafad  OMf  aad  natwal  ia  hiau  The 
r,  del%htuig  ia  speeaktipOy  waa  alao 
Unently  a  man  of  action.  Ingemous  veaseoingy 
and  subtle  consultation,  were  in  him  com- 
with  prompt  resolutton,  and  inflexible  firm- 
o£  purpose.  To  a  lively  fimcy,  he  joined  a 
and  deep  reflectioa ;  his  original  and  in- 
iBtive  genius  stooped  to  the  oonveoient  alliance 
Ithe  most  ordinary  prudence  in  everyday  ai&irs  ; 
mind  that  soared  above  the  clouds,  and  was 
rersant  with  the  loftiest  of  human  contemplai- 
disdained  not  to  make  proverbs  and  feign 
des  for  the  guidance  of  appr^ticed  youths 
servile  maidens ;  and  the  hands  that  sketched  a 
constitution  for  a  whole  contineut,  or  drew 
l^n  the  lightning  £rom  heaven,  easily  and  cheer* 
Ny  lent  themselves  to  sinipUfy  the  apparatus  by 


1™,  unadorned.  ^\  ,  of  tW*««  "^ 

bu,  a  «"  P""'  „L  ^  cog*""-  ■"  " 
^,^  being  ""^"i^Uto"-^ 

jd«»-  ^"::x»«^-'**°': 

a>fio»  of  "'"  ^  and  «,  ^l" 

J«on«°-*'„^«.b5rn 
„.b.e.«ntoldrf>'V         ^„.b« 
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t  more  simple  tenns.  But  of  all  this  great  man's 
ientific  excellencies,  the  most  remarkable  is  the 
lallness,  the  simplicity  the  apparent  inadequaoy, 
the  means  which  he  employed  in  his  experi- 
mtal  researches.  His  discoveries  were  made 
th  hardly  any  apparatus*  at  all ;  and  if,  at  any 
ne,  he  had  been  led  to  employ  instruments  of  a 
Inewhat  less  ordinary  description,  he  never  rested 
iMed  until  he  had,  as  it  were,  afterwards  trans- 
M  the  process,  by  resolving  the  problem  with 
Ur  simple  machinery,  that  you  might  say  he  had 
be  it  wholly  unaided  by  i^panftus.  The  expe- 
lientft  by  which  the  identity  of  lightning  and 
Iblricity  was  demonstrated,  were  made  with  a 
^et  of  brown  paper,  a  bit  of  twine,  a  silk  thread, 
I  an  iron  kev. 

Crpon  the  integrity  of  this  great  man,  whether 
^blic  or  in  private  life,  there  rests  no  siain. 
"Ictly  honest,  and  even  scrupulously  punctual  in 
■liis  dealings,  he  preserved  in  the  highest  fortune 
fct  regularity  which  he  had  practised  as  well  as 
Ncated  in  the  lowest.  The  phrase  which  he 
fc  used  when  interrupted  in  his  proceedings  upon 
Akiost  arduous  and  important  af^ rs,  by  a  demand 
i^^tne  petty  item  in  a  long  account, — "  Thou  shalt 
^k^uzzle  the  ox  that  treads  out  the  corn,*'— has 
1^  cited  against  him  as  proving  the  laxity  of  1 
^gs  when  in  trust  of  public  money ;  it  plain" 
the  reverse:  for  he  well  knew  that 

h3 
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ecuntrj  abounding  m  dJMu^siuD,  ■'"Lfl^^^l 
personal  ulimiMitieB,  iiutluug  could  M^0H 
imnuuiitf  l^  rsfiuing  to  produce  his  toucI 
Ibe  fitting  time ;  sod  hia  venturing  to  use  Mdl 
gu«g«  demoDstrates  that  he  knew  hia  conduct 
HKlly  above  all  cuepioiou. 

Id  domestic  life  he  waa  laultle*^  and  in  D 

tercourse  of  society,  dbliglitfuL     There  i«as  t 

slanlgiMd  lioinour  uid  a  playful  wit,  Mwyv 

high  leluli,  withtiul  ajiy  unkitiuu  to  *)tbi4 

natural  fruit  of  hk  lively  fancy,  Ida  solid,  a| 

good  sense,  and  his  clitierful  temper,  thtU  ga 

eonvenation  an  uiifipeiikablc  clinrm,  and  aUL^J 

every  eirde,  from  the  humbkst  to  the  most  sM 

I  With  all  hia  strong  opiaions,  so  oAen  aelemM 

I  clarwl,   80  imperishably  recorded  in  liis  <leJ 

w  ntdinMl  a  tolerance  fur  tlioae  who  difi^red  wM 

y  whicli  could  not  be  surpassed  ta  men  whodwj 

r  ciples  liang  so  looeely  about  tliem  as  la  be  tab 

'    for  a  eonvetuent  cloak,  and  laid  down  vrltoi  | 

mpcde  tbwr  progpresa.     In  his  lauiJIy  hs 

L every tkiitg  that  worth,  warm  affections,  utd  ■ 

(jwudenoe  could  contribute,  to  make  a  nuia 

B-tlBefnl  and  antiublt-,  re«p«cted  and  beloved.     I 

■ligion,  he  would  by  many  be  rcckooed  a  lafl 

■linn ;  y«t  U  is  e«rltun  tlial  bin  niiiid  »■•  iJ 

■wlib  a  diiep  senie  of  ibe  Divine  pwfoctiouii,  ■ 

I  Manl  bnpreiBton  of  our  nccuuutablc  notuj^  fl 

iivtty  hope  of  future  enjoyment.     AfConUug^ 
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d«tth«bed,  the  teat  of  both  fiiith  and  works,  was  easy 
and  placid,  ledgned  and  devout,  and  indicated  at 
once  an  unflinching  retrospect  of  the  past,  and  a 
eomlbrtable  aHnraaoe  of  the  firtuit . 


If  we  turn  from  the  truly  great  man  whom  we 
have  been  contem]  ,  to  his  celebrated  con- 

ii  the  ^  dd,  who  oaly  afRntii 

te:  fiAiiopfay  Urn   F     ik      possened,  and  em- 
lltjM  faii  tRitntg  i      jA         I      titeryi      rs,  in 

tint  II        vF  t's 

to  if 

t^Mbeiy  h0tm  i 


FREDERIC    II. 


In  one  parlicular  tliis  celebrated  PrinoB 
nid  to  resemble  the  great  Kqmblican.  U 
years  were  epent  in  the  school  of  adverutj' 
iher  the  influence  of  this  dtst'ipliiut,  usuall; 
pitious  to  the  character  of  great  men,  wa 
in  cliBsteDing  his  prhietgilea,  and  in  calll 
and  regulating  thoac  fceliJigs  which  (h»  « 
of  a  court  temis  either  f  o  stifle  or  pervert 
learnt  not  only  from  the  private  histor 
reign,  but  from  some  anecdotes  prescrn 
conduct  immediately  after  lie  came  to  tlii 
while,  as  yet,  hia  heart  could  not  have 
callonB  from  the  habits  of  uncontrolled  rl 
nor  his  principles  unsettled  by  the  cai 
bulent  career.  When  ■William  discovered 
plan  for  escaping:  from  Prussia,  he  cause 
be  arrested,  together  with  his  confident! 
De  Catt,  and  instantly  brought  to  trial 
military  commission.  The  interposition  o 
atone  sax-ed  the  prince's  life ;  but  he  wa 
into  prison  at  the  fort  of  Cuatrin.whew  h 
wa>  beheaded  on  a  ecaflbld  ruised  beforvl 


to  Ilia  T 

of  WilliaiD^ 

;upation ; 

reatmeot  as  h 

iy  degrees, 

closely,  and  h 

t  cover  of  o 

in  the  nei 

ibic  nobleman's  filiDlly, 

greatest  kindness,  anil  i 

tit  risk  on  his  account. 

tiiuch  of  hia  time,  fur  tiliuv^ 

in  from  the  humanity 

[t  was  chiefly  with  music  am 

led   himself  in  tlie  gloom  ( 

;  good  folks  not  only  fumis 

d  uandles,  but  made  little  co 

ivenings,  wlien  he  could  escape 

Jety.     The  young  Wrechs  (for  tlrat  w; 

e  of  tliis  family)  were  sufticttintly 

ind   sprightly  to  gain  Frederic'* 

hted  nmch  in  their  company  ;  and 
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they  were  so  nnmeroos,  that  ibe  baron  was  kept  ii 
■utn'iiw  circumstances  by  the  neceamty  axp^w^a 
their  nwinteBanee  tuid  educalkm,  ke  centiiv) 
Mraitening  tiiroself  «tiU  mnre,  to  scnipe  t 
supplies  of  moneir  to   the   amoaat    of  i 
thouBaod  lis-dotlcuk,  vith  wliicb  be  m 
time  to  time,  bis  royal  guest. 

&aeh  were  the  obligations  whieh  Fwdarie  ■ 
duriDg  this  eventiiil  period  of  bis  Gfl^,A 
House  c^  Austria,  whoK  spirited  i 
terference  saved  him  from  the  e 
tbe  uafortuuate  De  Catt,  who  had  a 
In  the  attempt  to  nid   liis  e 
the  amiable  femily  nt  tha  Wrechs,  irfio,  i 
immiiitnl  risk  uf  Uieir  lives,  aiid  at  a  ocr 
pense  litiJe  suited  to  tb«ir  modente  c 
had  tenderly  alkviitted  the  hardships  of  hk  n^-l 
finement.      As   Frederic  moooted    the   thrsMI 
^ort  lime  afto'  he  was  set  at  liberty,  vt  ■ 
Baturally  espect  that  the   impr-eseioii  of  f 
like   tliese  voukl   outlive   the   ordinary  f 
royal  memory.     The  firat  act  of  his  t 
tnrade  the  hereditary  dominions  nf  Ausu 
reduoe  to  the  utmost  distress  the  daii^ 
r^rreseotative  of  the  nionarcli  u  hose  ttnd;  I 
position  had  saved  his  lilc.  by  heading  a  jt 
«iMBbiiiatioii  ^sinst  her,  after  slrii^iBg  h 
invaluable  province.     Tbe  fbudly  a 
De  Catt  never  received,  dciring  tbe  vinto  4 
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.tt  stf^A  firvMMr.    To  the 

iMflaloaigra^'cri^fMMlakveuiser  of  the 

wiieli  ihoff  Imd  finolMMl  tbeoMdves  to  ziiae 

«•  diipkatiMe:  m  tUe  thk 
iplUM  finilgr  were  ia  a  kiwi  ef 
U0  fkne,  mmm  tmm/wA,  vtU  jyk 
<!»  tODjibi  die  flaqployoMntt 
itt  ■oMftaorttiie  lirfriBiftiij  of  the  am- 
l^tffmut  ftravadbf  I^inee  Heaijri 
lattliMifcillMBjeoQlibQailcfoiriiigto  the  king 
iVk  mftmmkm  ofhii-iint  aiafeiw  pane* 
iJMrt^  ^AidKrf  ••<  jMBnuTM^B  them"  mi  aoeMuft 


Qognlefiil  conduct  Mnnd  the  PniasiaD  law^ 

prabiMti  the  loan  oimtrntij  to  princes  of  the 

I,  and  deolaies  all  debts  contracted  by  them 

But  8uioe  the  king  waa  to  gorem  himself  by 

enaotmeiite  of  this  law,  it  would  have  been 

if  thitprume^  too,  liad  conridered  them.    We 

heard  of  Lcnni  XIL  proudly-  declaring  that  it 

unworthy  the  King  of  France  to  revenge  the 

mgi  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans.    It  was  reserved 

the  unfeeling  meanness  of  CVederic  to  show  u% 

the  King  was  not  bound  by  the  highest  obli* 

of  the  Prinoe  of  Prussia— <ihat  he  could 

Iter  himself  from  the  claims  of  honour  and  gra> 

by  appealing  to  laws  which  had  been  gene* 

violi^  in  U»  bdHd£ 


■      tlani 

i 

&OIE 

hearc 
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But  It  may  be  fair  to  mention  the  soltb 
ilance  of  a  contniry  descripliuD,  wbicb  i 

comparing  his  conduct  od  tlie  thnmej 
le  favours  received  duriog  his  misfortuneB.  \ 

hppn  assisted    in    his    musical   rclaxatn 
itsdam  by  the  daughter  of  a  citiien,  wh 
y  personal  charms,  had  the  accompl 
most  valuable  lo  the  prince,  secluded  as 
&OID    all  society,  and   depeuding-   for  laatas 
almost  entirely  on  Ms  fitite.     His  father  no  » 
heard  of  this  intimacy,   than  he  supposed  I 
BtuaE   be  same   criminal    intercourse   bet 

niBteurs.  and  proceeded  to  meet  tlie  U 

by  the  universal  remedy  which  be  « 

hnbil  of  adminutering  to  ius  subjecu.  | 

lady  was  seized,  delivered  over  to  the  e 
and  publicly  whipped  through  the  streets  of  1 
d<m.  This  cruel  di^race,  of  courae,  put  a 
to  the  concerts,  and  to  her  estimation  in  e 
When  Frederic  came  lo  the  tlirone, 
duc«d  to  the  humble  station  uf  a  backn«y-ci 
man's  wife ;  and,  with  a  rare  efibrt  of  f 
and  goiienwity,  he  n-as  pleased  to  settle  upc 
a  pension,  of  very  little  l^s  than  thirty-five  p 
a-year. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  history  of  hia 
tlnU  shows  any  improvement  in  t 
which  he  began  it,  and  which  hia  own  i  _. 
bad  not  chastened,  nor  the  kindness  that  » 
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wm  Myftei  led.    In  tme  of  his  battles,  happening' 

I  turn  his  head  nmnd  he  saw  hk  nephew,  the 
Eeroditary  Prince^  £dl  to  the  ground,  his  horse 
ring  lulled  under  him.  Frederic,  thinking  the 
ider  was  shot,  eried,  without  stopping  as  he  rode 
■it,  «<  Ah !  there's  the  Prince  of  Prussia  killed  ; 

II  his  saddle  and  bridle  be  taken  care  of ! " 
William  Augustus,  the  King^s  elder  brother, 

■i  hdr  apparent  to  the  crown,  had  for  many 
mn  been  his  principal  fiivourite.  He  was  a 
littee  of  great  abilities,  and  singularly  amiable 
kaiaeter— modest  almost  to  timidity— and  repay- 
y  the  i&iendship  of  Frederic  by  a  more  than 
Hal  devoticm.  He  had  served  near  his  person  in 
n  hb  campaigns,  had  constantly  distinguished 
imself  in  war,  and,  after  the  disastrous  battle  of 
k>llin,  was  intrusted  with  the  command  of  half 
be  retreating  army.  While  the  King  succeeded 
A  bringing  off  his  own  division  safe  into  Saxony, 
he  Prince,  attacked  on  all  hands  by  the  whole 
biee  of  the  Austrians,  suffered  several  inconsider- 
Ue  losses  on  his  march,  and  gained  the  neighbour- 
lood  of  Dresden  with  some  difficulty.  He  was 
leeeived,  as  well  as  his  whole  staff,  with  the  great- 
lit  marks  of  displeasure.  For  several  days  the 
Dng  spoke  to  none  of  them;  and  then  sent  a 
nessage  by  one  of  his  generals — <<  Que  pour  bien 
Uftf,  il  devait  leurfaire  trancher  la  tite^  excepter 
m  g^n^al  Winierfddt:'    The  Prince  was  of  too 
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feeling  a  dispiwiliou  i 
this  trvalmeiit.  He  addre^ed  a.  letter  ta  tl 
in  which  iie  staled  tliat  tlie  £Ltigu«B  of  tl 
paign,  and  his  distress  of  mind,  had  totally  { 
liu  heollli ;  and  received  for  a 
to  retire,  cmiched  in  the  most  bitter  and  1 
ating  rcproachea.  From  this  time  be  U* 
tirely  io  tite  bosom  of  his  family,  a  prafl 
deepest  mekncholy,  .but  retaining  for  Uw  IT 
sentiments  of  U'uiii  aitachmeDt,  and  i 
dniiig  upon  -reDfliition,  ultbo):^k  nevt 
toapproach  his  person.  One  interview ouly  ^ 
the  brothers  together  after  their  v 
ralioa.  Tlie  diflerent  members  of  the  B*^ 
duiint;  tbe  must  ili3a;itit)us  period  of  liM 
j-ffirs'  war,  when  the  existence  of  th«  HO 
Brandenburg  seemed  to  depend  t 
in  the  number  of  iu  enemies,  imittttl  their  V| 
exhorting  the  Ring  to  attempt  making-  sucJi  ■ 
wUli  France  and  Snedeo  as  might  b«  c 
with  tiie  boDoui  of  his  crown.  Fnnee  1 
was  entreated  to  lay  their  wishes  b^ore  bin 
oppressed  as  he  was  with  disease, 
appear  in  his  brother's  presence,  scarcely  i 
to  hope  even  a  decorous  receptiEU,  he  yet  tl 
his  duty  required  tliis  effort,  and  he  auj^ie 
audience.  Frederic  allowed  him  ta  data 
hia  wJiole  vieira,  and  wa»  willing  to  hear  & 
prayen  of  his  relations. 


u.    V.  ler 


» teaa  in  li]ii«y«vaad  t^thmopri  Ut  Inmt 

JOB  <if  the  iP0iifeeptlniriiiHc  l&yd/tf.  So 
t  9C  pi^  for  ths  on»e  Iw  flMied^  Doe  any 
]tts  own  oacMHrt  cftolioii  im  Iriwihid  ia 
Is  boson  at  «o  tvuehing  m  meoB^  Ho 
siknt  and  etcmdariag^ikoadiolBiolaiw 
I  then  p«t  aa  end  to^  it  bgr  iheao  wonbs 
tfTy  vmu  parUnez  drntkUn-  pam  \SerUmi 
re  ifef  mrfoiu:  vmu  B*itei4om  ^[Mtm^kJ* 
tee  did  sot  kmg  aurms  ilki§  mnMnMa 

mthe£d»ofiiif&raBtiiakMllier.  OOba 
Aokelia  was  his  youngest  sad  most  bdorod 
>he  was  ooe  of  the  most  chazming  and 
shed  women  in  Emt^e.  But  after  bcnq^ 
Y  her  elder  sister,  Ulrica,  ont  of  a  Bqyal 
,  which  that  intriguer  obtaiaod  for  fasisel^ 
ell  io  love  with  the  w^-kaown  Bbbqb 
ivho  was  bj  her  brother  riiut  up  la  a  for* 
ten  years  ;  and  Frederic  daily  saw  pinii^ 
>re  his  eyes  his  favourite  sister,  become 
1  paralysed  with  mental  suffering,  and 
thout  a  pang  or  a  sigh,  much  aiore  with- 
light  of  rdieving  it  by  ceaMOg  to  peiae* 
frientl. 

^  contemplated  this  monareh  ia  the  no* 
domestic  life,  it  is  now  fit  Akat  im  should 


r 
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view  him  among  his  friends.  Of  th«ee  th 
absoluiel^  not  one  whom  he  did  not 
exemplary  liarshnesa,  except  Jordan,  who 
lived  only  a  few  ye&rs  after  Frederic 
throne,  wliile  he  was  too  much  occupied  * 
to  allow  liim  time  for  mixing  with  tfaa 
society,  in  wliich  he  afterwards  vainly  h 
enjoy  the  plt-aaures  of  entire  equality,  an 
always,  eooner  or  later,  the  King  prevail 
the  companion.  Of  nil  hia  frieuda,  the 
d'Argens  seems  to  have  been  the  most  i 
and  most  respectfully  attaciieU  to  his  pen 
the  Said  he  was  his  constant  companioi 
time  in  winter-quarters  was  passed  in  eact 
sodety.  At  one  time  the  King  had  no  c 
£dant ;  and  he  it  was  who  turned  aside 
purpose  to  commit  suicide,  wheu,  at 
^  desperate  crisis  of  hie  aflaire,  life  had  hed 
^L  Iiearable.  But  D'Argens  committed  the 
^M  dom  pardoned  by  any  prince,  by  Frederie 
^M  he  acted  as  if  he  believed  his  Royal  frieixl 
^M  in  desiring  that  they  should  live  on  eqni 
^M  The  pretext  for  finally  discarding  his  andl 
^M  panion  was  poor  in  the  extreme.  VH 
^1  marquis  consented  to  come  into  Fredenc' 
^H  and  leave  his  own  country,  it  was  upoo 
^M  press  condition  that  he  should  h&\ 
^m  return  home  when  he  reached  the  ag«  of 
^^L    Be  had  a  brother  in  France,  to  whom  he 
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attached,  and  owed  many  oUigatioQi.  A» 
proaohed  thU  period  of  li&i  hii  brother  pre- 

a  house  and  establlahment  Hat  his  reception ; 
lothing  was  wanting  but  the  king^s  leaye  to 

him  retire  firom  a  service  to  which  he  was 
11  adapted  by  his  years,  and  rendered  avene 
e  coldness  daily  more  apparent  in  the  treat- 
he  received.  But  Frederic,  notwithstanding 
ugain,  and  in  spite  of  his  diminished  attach- 
to  this  faithful  follower,  peremptorily  refiised 
ant  his  discharge :  he  allowed  him  a  sort  of 
igh  to  see  his  brother,  and  took  his  promise 
;urn  in  six  months.  When  the  visit  was  paid, 
;he  marquis  had  arrived  at  Bourg  on  his  re- 

the  exertions  which  he  made  to  get  back 
n  tlie  stipulated  time  threw  him  into  a  dan- 
is  illness.  As  soon  as  the  six  months  expired, 
mc,  receiving  no  letter  and  hearing  nothing 
n,  became  violently  enraged,  and  ordered  his 
3ns  to  be  stopped,  and  his  name  to  be  struck 
le  lists  with  dbgrace.  The  account  of  these 
jitate  measures  reached  the  marquis  as  he  was 
le  point  of  continuing  his  journey  after  his 
ery.  And  when  he  died,  the  king  caused  a 
ment  to  be  raised  to  his  memory,  as  a  proof 
le  re|>ented  of  his  harsh  and  hasty  proceedings 
st  him. 

le  treatment  which  Marshal  Schwerin  met 
for  gaining  the  battle  of  Molwiti  b  well 


drill  of  the  geaeml.  Ever  aSier,  Fi 
him  with  marked  coldneK ;  ne^ecti 
as  the  necwsitj'  of  daitning  assisiti 
genius  would  permit ;  and,  finallj,  i 
of  his  e>rpo«tng  himself  to  cralAin 
the  hnltl«  of  Prague,  %*her»  this  g) 
the  art  of  war  Ml  undistingnislifd 
Lwvii^  his  famijy  to  the  neglect  of 
BO^'ereigii,  aud  his  memory  b 
enemy  whom  hm  hod  cuiK{u«red.* 

Ailer  Frederic  ha<l  qimrrelled  1 
kntnl  uf  a  Clievalier  Masson,  whoa 
complisliinents  were  represented  M 
replace  those  which  he  hod  jiwt  hi 
vanhy  and  caprice.  It  was  with 
this  gsDtleiuan  could  be  iuduced  loq 
aecvice  in  vliicU  iie  stood   liigli^i 


■•1 
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idy  to  tie  foy*l  cifdak  A  «iB(rliB  indiMnMt 
•f  wit  FrfMNl  hkft  Ib  tbfr  ldiig^«  firroiir.  He 
i  hk  dkgmil  to  iiis  ftadf ,  wImto  lie  livdl  tiw 
f  a  heMiit  lor  meoy  ytin»  hb  estrtence  «»> 
A  to  tfae  mild,  and  the  mm*  llni^cxrtttBl  of 
beenM  ^qmiSfy  waikoomm  lo  likn.  *  A*  he  iMrfl 
Mwriiced  all  Iw  pvQq[ieali  to  aee^  ef  IV«- 
ifNitrooage,  aad  had  nMtod  tiie  priaae  ef  kk 
I  ftttendiiig'  Hpon  Mi  capfleieeB  j^eesine^  H 
\  have  been  expeeted  tint  he  wiopiM  at  kMt 
been  penmtied  to  enjoj  his  poor  peasieii)  SD 
r  purehased,  to  the  ead.  of  his  InoiinBiVfe 
Bat  alter  twenty  yeaxa  qfaDdadon,  Mehaa 
te  deKribed,  he  had  liit  aame  taditely  atrdek 
the  lists,  and  his  appoinlmente  atopped,  aifd 
>bliged  to  sedc  his  owa  cwmlry  with  the 
||8  which  his  parsimony  had  enabled  him  to 

e  same  selfish  spirit,  or  carelessnMB  towaida 
selings  and  claims  of  others,  which  mulLed 
sic's  conduct  to  his  family  and  friends,  was 
ly  conspicuous  in  his  treatment  of  inferior 
dants,  both  in  the  relations  of  society  and  of 
sss.  In  his  fiunOiar  intcreourse  with  those 
I  he  permitted  to  approadi  him,  we  can  find 
ne  steadily  drawn  fbr  Oie  reg:uktion  of  Ms 
demeanoor,  or  of  theirs,  ffis  inclinatioB 
to  have  been,  that  he  should  always  main- 
be  maniibst  superiority,  witlboiit  owing[  ft  ia 


fboting,  was  tmuinated  by  a  B\agl«  Im 
Hiy  from  tlie  royal  tompaiiinti.  He  s 
to  indulge  his  auvostic  humour  and  big 
aallie«  directed  willi  Utile  delicacy  0 
tion  Bguust  all  around  liirai  ftnd  ) 
pened  to  have,  at  the  moment, 
■night,  witbout  any  possibility  of  r 
those  whom  his  rutllerics  had  forced  j 
he  was  Bure  to  supply  the  dcfoi^  t 
vreapODs  which  ho  alone  of  ths  c 
It  ia  not  describing  his  behaviour  cant 
that  in  the  hours  of  relaxatioi 
getting  the  monarch,  provided  his  < 
forgot  him.  This  would  at  least  ] 
general  rule,  one  principle  of  h 
all  Diight  coafomi  as  si 
Bot  Frederic  laid  donii  and  took  u 
moments  which  his  guests  could  » 


ind  big 

»-yafa 
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tire  sabmisHoii  to  ids  oipriceB;  not  merel^r  a 
■Kve  obedienee,  but  a  eomplianoe  with  eveiy 
An  and  turn  of  h»  mind  ;  somelames  requiring 
ibe  met  with  exertions,  sometimes  to  be  received 

qoiet.  That  we  may  form  some  idea  of  the 
tore  and  extent  -of  this  meanness,  so  poor  in  one 
p  called  himself  a  Royal  Philosopher,  it  is 
iper  to  remai^,  that  all  those  wits  or  other  de- 
liaatB  with  whom  he  passed  his  time,  were  en- 
iy  supported  by  his  pensions ;  and  tliat,  beside 
('•■dtngers  of  a  fortress,  any  resistance  was  sure 
Boet  them  and  their  &milies  their  daily  bread* 
Us  ordinary  mode  of  enjoying  society  was,  to 
i  Ibr  a  few  of  the  philosoplien  who  were  always 
iieadinefis,  either  when  he  dined,  or  had  an  hour's 
ure  from  business,  which  he  wished  to  beguile 
tbe  recreations  of  talking  and  receiving  worship. 

one  of  these  occasions,  the  savans  in  waiting 
•e  Quintus  Icilius  *  and  Thiebault ;  and  it  hap- 
led  that  the  king,  after  giving  his  opinion  at 
at  length,  and  with  his  usual  freedom,  upon  the 
angement  of  Providence,  which  conceals  from 
rtals  the  period  of  their  lives,  called  upon  them 
nrge  whatever  could  be  stated  in  its  defence. 

This  was  a  Leyden  professor,  originally  named  Gui- 
rd,  who,  lieing  fond  of  military  sdence,  had  been  trans- 
ned  into  a  colonel  of  chasseurs  "by  the  king ;  and  then, 
n  his  admiration  of  Jnlins  Csesar*s  aide-de-camp,  had 
D  ordered  to  attume  the  name  of  Quintal  Icilius. 
V^OL.  II.  I 


'  Quintui,  unwarily  iupposlit^  iLat  he  reaiXf 
to  li«aj-  the  ijuestloi)  disciimtd,  gave  «  rouoi 
ftplifttiw  completely  suiiHfuotory.    'nm  pliU 
of  Sat»-Souci,  however,  only  cle^rod  liis 
tttk«   the  nppiMiti!  side   uf  the  argument, 
oonvictiou  that  they  w^e  not  to  iuvalidMa 
ivoAoiiin^.      And  when  Quititiu  &lrly  di 
the  force  of  it,   by  eitggisting,  tiutt  the 
knowledge  of  our  lotler  eral  wntiltl  iufollib 
nUh  the  nnlonr  of  our  exertions  fur  a  con 
period   bi'farchmid,    llie   king  l1ioU);lit  pi 
I   Lrcakoiit  into  a  violent  personal  invective. 
I  (says  'riiiebaull,  who  witnessed  the  axUt 
.   rioiia  but  by  no  nienna  singular  scene,)  " 
I  portit  Hiissi  subitp  qirimjirovuc." 
dejufftr,'  lui  ilit  In  Itoi,  '  fst  bonne  piitar  v 
dv  bone  ct  lie  fange  !     JUait  npprtfws,  ai 
I   voux  h  jMuvez,  f/ue  ceux  qui  ont  I'Ame  nobi 
et  aennible  aux  charmea  df  la  vertu,  tw  ra 
point  sur  dea  uttanmea  aiuti  miiirabkt 
knnl^Hses !     Apprmet,   MoHtieur,   t/ue  P< 
hominefait  latijouni  la  bien  tmtt  ifu'il  priit 
et  VHiqttfjntnt  pame  t/uc  c'csf  le  tiieit,  mm 
e/icr  jfKi-/*  »ofH  eeux  qtti  tm  prqfilcrmi  i  n 
Hies  point  ms  rko»ft  i  t'oun  n'kes  f 
I  pour  Irs  tentir.' — Vol.  i.  p.  84. 

At  one  of  bis  literary  enter luinmenta, 
to  promote  free  cuuvenuitioii,  he  ' 
iit'li?  ihiit  therp  wns  no  monardi 
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very  one  might  think  oloud^  the  conversation 
ed  to  turn  upon  the  fiiults  of  different  govem- 
I  and  rulers.  General  censures  were  passii^ 
mouth  to  mouth,  with  the  kind  of  freedom 
I  such  hints  were  calculated,  and  apparently 
led  to  inspire.  But  Frederic  suddenly  put  a 
•x>  the  topic  by  these  words— -^^  Paix  1  paUx  ! 
■£urs  ;  prenez  garde^  tfoUd  le  rot  qui  arritfe  $ 
feast  pas  qu^il  vaus  eniende^  ear  peui-Hre  m 
ii'il  obUg4  d^itre  eneare  plua  mdehani  que 
»-.Vol.  V.  p.  829. 

ese  sketches  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  con- 
>f  Frederic  in  society,  and  to  show  how  &r  he 
forget  his  power  in  his  fiuniliar  intercourse 
nferiors.  As  yet,  we  have  seen  only  caprice, 
lat  meanness,  or,  to  call  it  by  the  right  name, 
dice,  which  consists  in  trampling  upon  the 
,  and  fighting  with  those  who  are  bound, 
reatment  of  persons  employed  in  his  service, 
b  manner  of  transacting  business  with  them, 
its  us  with  equal  proofs  of  a  tyrannical  dis- 
>n,  and  examples  of  injustice  and  cruelty, 
ithcr  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  civilized 
rchics.  It  is  well  known,  that  a  large  pro- 
•n  of  the  Prussian  army  owes  its  origin  to  a 
1  of  crimping,  which  the  recruiting  ofRcers 
on  in  foreign  states,  and  chiefly  in  the  distant 
of  the  Empire.  As  Frederic  II.  did  not 
jice  this  odious  practice,  he  might,  perhapSy 

I  2 
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I  te  nlloweil  to  escape  severe  ccnsiin;  for 
t  lifihiiig  it  generally ;  but  there  con  b« 
f  i^iiion  upon  liis  ciiiuluct  in  tlioBu 

■nbioh  came  to  his  knowledge,  and  v/hvtt  In 

L   tioM  tvaB  Bpeciflcally  caUed  tn  iho  grievauii 

t  suBluiiied  by  iiidividuala.     Of  ihc  many  u 

I    which  liave  been  preserved,  relative  to  (lli 

'    oue  sample  may  sufiice.     A    Frencli    Of 

'    ukvaJry,  returning  to  his  iiaCi've  (.■ountty, 

I    long'  absence  in  Uie  West  Indies,  wse  Eebadf 

I    journey  along  the  Rhine,  by  some  I'masian  i 

ing  otHcers  ;  Im  servant  was  spirited  amy, 

ytaa  himself  sent  to  the  aniiy  as  a  private  i 

ill  vrlitcli  capacity  lie  was  forred  to  wrv» 

I    ibe rest  of  tlie  Betcn-years' vtur,  against  ibi 

I   be  it  remarked,  aC  liis  own  country.     In  < 

a&rlressed  Itrtler  ailer  letter  to  his  IVt«iidb,i 

jug  Uiem  with   Inn  cruel  Eituatinu  : 

jwst-ufiiae  was  too  well  regulated  Id  lat 

,tb«Ge  pBfis.     Ills  'Constant  uieuiuiiuls  lu  tl 

were  rcoavcd,  indend,  but  not  oiiEwensiL 

the  peaee  was  concluded,  lie  was  marclied 

Ngbient  iulu  garrisun ;  and,  at  ll>e  next 

tlie  King,  coming  up  to  his  colond, 

ficKon  numeii  M was  »iil]  in  tAccorp*.. 

his  facing  pTMluced,  the  King  oServA  hitn 
'  misMoii ;  lie  cicclined  it,  and  received  lii»  dii 
I  it  ycua  tlius  that  Frederic  obtnneilf  by  I 
.  i^^S'  Ui*!  troops  u  hwn  be  used  in  plmdm 
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ibourt.  I  ftnuieM  w«re  fi!eqa«iit]j  indebtecl 
imikr  means  for  their  supply.  The  King's 
irite  secietaiy  M.  Galser,  bj  Us  orders,  caused 
u  milllnns  of  ducats  to  be  made  in  a  yery 
ft  manner,  with  a  third  of  base  metal  in  their 
position.  Tids  sum  was  then  intrusted  to  a 
ci  the  Jew  Ephraim,  so  well  known  in  the 
my  of  Frederic's  coinage,  for'  the  purpose  of 
ng  it  circulated  in  Poland,  where  it  was  ae>» 
Ingly  employed  in  buying  up  every  portable 
le  of  value  that  could  be  Ibund.  The  Poles, 
sver,  soon  discovered  that  they  had  been  im- 
d  upotty  and  contrived  to  transfer  the  loss  to 
r  neighbours,  by  purchasing  with  the  new 
its  wliatever  they  could  procure  in  Russia. 
KuwiaiM,  in  like  nuiuner,  found  out  the  cheat, 
complained  so  loudly  that  tiie  Emprem  inter- 
1,  and  made  inquiries,  which  led  to  a  discovery 
;lie  quarter  whence  the  issue  had  originally 
e.  Slic  then  ordered  the  bad  money  to  be 
ight  into  lier  treasury,  and  exchanged  it  finr 
i  coin.  She  insisted  upon  Frederic  taking  the 
I  ducats  at  their  nominal  value,  which  he  did 
dare  to  refuse,  but  denied  that  he  had  any  con* 
,  in  the  transaction  ;  and  to  prove  this,  sent  for 
agent  (ialser,  to  whom  he  communicated  tiie 
sima  in  which  he  was,  and  the  necessity  of 
ng  Iiiui  up  OH  the  author  of  the  imiKwture. 
•or  objected  to  so  dishonourable  a  proposaL 


t  Tlie  Kliiff  flew  into  «  juuBinn;  kickol  h 
L  l«nlly  on  t))e  slijnn,  nntmrding  to  lii*  euntoi 
[  him  to  tho  fortKM  of  Sjmiiilau  liir  a  yra 
half,  and  then  lianixheU  him  to  a  reniolv 
of  Mutklunburif. 
L  Frederic  nctsti  towards  hi«  offirors  opou 
I  ciplc  I.Ilq  mo»t  iinjiiit,  ns  wi^ll  ub  tinfceUn 
f  nu\  he  initigintxi.  It  won  liin  uitn  la  ( 
'    milituTy  service  ftmoiig  the  hlg^her  ronke  i 

morially    lie  conceived  were  adnpted    for 
'     meaner  employments  in  tlie  stAtx,  and  sho) 
i    occupy  tiiosc  stntionii  in  tliu  army  which  1 
I    thought,  tile  hirlliriglit  of  the  arhita 
I    Iniiteaii   of  carrying  this  vJow  into  i 

uiily  a]Tang:eiucnt  which  wiw  nxoncUi 
1    good  foith'— estahlishlng  n  rcrliiin  Rtundanl 
I     below  which  »<>  una  ohoiiid  be:  adittittnl  ti 

oommiuriiin  either  In  jieace  or  i 
I     porsnns   of  all  descriptlunii  to  cuter  thv  ( 
otKc«rs,  when  tlicre  wan  any  occasion  for  H 
vice*,  and  after  tlie  necutsity  liod  oea 
those  wlioie  nobllily  appeared  qupstlonnlile 
nothing  conlil  be  more  lerriblo  to  tlio  bn 
who  lor  years  hod  I«il  hi*  troop*  to  < 
abared  in  tlieir  diNtrmscK,  than  thu  nOurn  < 
.     After  menacing  their  prospcctv  in  lifp,  t] 

ymrs,  their  hetUtli,  with  tlicir  ease,  to 
,  painful  aervioe,  and  aouglii,  tlirough  i 
I     wonudf,  and  misery,  tho  provision  whieh  I 


rank,  in  ihe  profession  aiToTiJe,  tfaey  were  liable,  at 
a  momeTit'f  warning,  to  be  turned  ignominioualy 
out  of  llie  anny,  who$e  fortunes  they  bad  followed, 
because  llie  king  either  discovered,  or  &iicied, 
that  their  family  was  deficient  in  rank. 

We  sliiill  pasB  over  the  extreme  jealousy  with 
which  Frederic  treated  all  ihose  to  whom  he  was 
ondeT  the  necessily  of  coufidtug  any  matters  of 
state.  fCbtliing,  in  the  history  of  Eastern  nrnii' 
Hers,  exceeds  the  rigorous  confiuetnent  of  (he  cabi- 
net Eeerelaries.  But  we  shall  proceed  (o  an  ei- 
unple  of  the  respect  which  the  Justinian  of  the 
2Iortli,  IliG  author  of  the  Frederician  code,  paid  lo 
the  persons  of  those  intrusted  witb  Ihe  admini^- 
Imtian  of  JmlJcw  in  his  duminions.  Tliis  great 
lawgiver  seems  never  to  have  discovered  the  pro- 
priety of  leaving  liia  Judges  to  investigate  the 
claims  of  suitors,  any  more  than  he  could  see  the 
advanla^  of  committing  to  tradesmen  and  farmers 
the  management  of  their  private  afiairs.  In  llie 
progress  which  he  made  round  bis  states  at  the 
oeason  of  the  reviews,  he  used  to  receive  from  all 
quarters  the  complaints  of  those  who  thought  tlicm- 
sclvea  aggrieved  by  the  course  of  justice ;  and  be- 
cause he  iiad  to  consider  the  uliole  of  tbc  cases 
in  addition  to  all  the  other  brandies  of  his  employ* 
ment,  he  concluded  that  he  must  be  a  more  com- 
petent arbiter  than  they  whose  lives  are  devoted  to 
tlie  lietilemeht  of  one  part  of  such  disputes.     In 


Df  his  cxcur«Dns,  ■  mitWr,  a  leMiU  «r  Id 
flomplainiiil  to  Ufan  tftat  IiU  simin  was  ii^ 
>  ne)ghiM)uri>g  pniprietar ;  anil  Uie  king  i 
hia  chancBlior  to  have  Ilie  cumplaJiil  inveil 
Tlie  suit  MM  brought  in  {arm,  and  jut 
givtni  Hgsiiiisl:  tlie  uiiller.     Kelt  year  he  r 

s])plication,  -inFl  affimied  ttiat  hw  inm 
llie  liKtswas  pcrfiwlly  true;  yet  ibe  cwi 
nonsuited  litm.  Tlit;  king  remitted  tlw  o 
tile  MwouU  tribniial,  with  iiijunctiuns  lo  tw 
doing  tlie  man  jaMioe :  he  was,  bownvi 
9t ;  ami  once  more  cmsplainect  bitterly 
king,  who  secretly  sent  a  major  of  hia  a 
exontiiie  on  tlie  spot  the  qaeetinn  upon  wl 
tWQ  bi^hest  jwlicatnres  hod  Otwiiled,  md  to 
The  galliuit  irifieer,  who  wns  .aim  ft 

miller,  reported  in  hi§  favour ;  anil  tm 
per&cins,  commifsionetl  in  tlie  mme  private  I 
Tetumetl  wilh  similar  snsnprs.  F>wd«rio 
dialely  summonnl  hia  oliam^ellor  and  tbi 
jiid^  who  had  di-termined  the  cause  :  lie  r 
them  In  a  passiDn ;  wotild  not  allow  them  tl 
word  in  tlieir  durence  i  iiptirutded  Ihem  M 
judges  niiy,  ns  niiscreuntt; ;  and  wrote  out  t 
own  liBiid  a  stmtcnco  in  fiivour  of  t))«  inill4 
fUlI  co.tl^,  and  a  sunt  as  dutnagcs  which 
n«ver  claimed.  He  iheu  diitutiiiiseil  Uie  ehn 
iii>  (itfi«o,  with  langiiai^  loo  abnln 
nf>eaM;  and,    oiler  viojenliy  kicking  til 
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Judgw  on  pushed  them  out  of  his  closet, 

wd  sent  them  to  pi    on  at  the  fortress  of  Spandau. 
<iii2  ike  other  judgt  minieters  of  justice  were 

clearfy  of  opinion,  i  the  sentence  originally 
Ipbrea  against  the  mil  was  aTigfat  one,  and  that 
case  admitted  of  no  doubt.    As  for  the  chan* 


1^    ftUoEi  it  was  universally  allowed  that  the  matter 

\    eame  not  within  his  jucMdiotioa ;  and  that  he  could 

]Mt.  possibly  have  known  anything  of  the  decision. 

dkllaet  a  foseign  journalist  undertook  the  inves- 

n  of  the  business ;  and  being  placed  beyond 

Jimiis  of  the  royal  philosopher's  caprice,  he 

ybltdied  a  ataten  nt  which  left  no  «hadow  of 

•igumeot  in  the  miller's  ftronr.      Aa  Frederic 

aitended  to  what  was  written  abroad,  and  in  French, 

liinguet's    production   quickly   opened  his    eyes. 

■Hfot  a  word  was  said  in  public ;  none  of  those  mea- 

msres  were  adopted,  by  which  a  great  mind  would 

hsLve  rejoiced  to  acknowledge  such  errors,  aud  offer 

aome  atonement  to  outraged  justice.     An  irritable 

^mnity  alone  seemed  poorly  to  regulate  the  cere- 

■Kmy  of  propitiation  ;  and  he  who  had  been  mean 

enough  to  insult  the  persons  of  his  judges  in  the 

Wndness  of  anger,   could  scarcely  be  expected, 

tffler  his  eyes  were  opened,   to  show  that  pride 

,    which  makes  men  cease  to  deserve  blame,  by  avow* 

1^   Jm>9  while  they  atone  for,  their  fiuilts.  Orders  were 

}.  mcreUy  given  to  the  miller's  adversary,  he 

,  should  not  obey  the  sentence.    With 

I  3 


^^K       STATKEMCN  or  TIUE 

^^faproK^v,  u  compoosilion  was  miule   tn  the  uiUlt-r 
IQaBwelf.     The  three:  .juilgies,  oftt^r  liiitferlnjf  nouj 
months  in  prUuii,  were  gaiittlff  liberated  ;  tlwd 
ceilor  was  allowed  to  Temain  in  ilisgracc,  b 
he  iiad  been  most  of  all  injured  ;  and  t)i«  fi 
ibjects  of  his  mcgesty  knew  Ido  well  xhidr  i 
I  )iis  power,  to  interrupt  this  paltiy  mIvm 
wliiB{)ers  upon  what  hod  jiamocl. 
i  this  Rystem  of  iiiterferencii,  this  intenned 
I  controlling  spirit,  thus  appeared,  • 
idicial  department,  much  more  ought  il  bo  U 

e  other  branches  of  Lih  adRiiuistRttioti.  3 
was,  in  truth,  the  t*ice  of  his  whole  reigiij 
even  suspended  in  its  exercise  during   vntr, 
raging  with  redoubled  violence,  when  the  L-nii 
S^jpative  idleness  of  peace  left  his  morbid  .i<'M   ir; 
^hte]' upon  itself.     If  any  one  is  desirous  dI 
^^BOW  certainly   a  g;ovennnpnt    is   uit-mecir -i.ii 
trade  and  manufUctures,  he  may  consult  tbe  skeldt 
of  tliis  boasted  statesman's  apecnjntions  in  that  11 
as  profitably  as  the  accounts  tvliich  Imvo  been  f 
I  iished  of  the  royal  works  and    fabrics  i 
^t  tliere  are  particulars  in  the  policy  of  Fre 
leediufj;,  for  absurdity  and  violence,  w1ib(«vi 
e  met  with  in  tlte  descriptions  of  Spnnioii  | 
d  economy.     \V«  liav«  only  room  for  nn 
few  detached   examples, — Wlien   a  i 
uii&ctory  \raa  (o  bo  set  a-goio|;  at  ] 
ihe  rojnl  account,  it  was   thouj^ht    i 
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by  forcing  a  market  fi>r  the  wares.  Accord- 
the  Jews,  who  cannot  marry  without  the 
permission,  were  obliged  to  pay  for  their 
es  by  purchasing  a  certain  quantity  of  the 
)  cups  and  saucers  at  a  fixed  price. — ^The  in- 
3tion  of  the  silk   culture  was  a  fiiyourite 
le  with  Frederic;  and  to  make  silk-worms 
nd  mulberry-trees  grow  in  the  Prussian  sands, 
pense  must  be  spared.     Vast  houses  and  ma* 
tories  were  built  for  such  as  chose  to  engage 
i  speculation ;  a  direct  premium  was  gpranted 
e  exportation  of  silk  stu£& ;  and  medals  were 
led  to  the  workmen  who  produced  above  five 
is  of  the  article  in  a  year.    But  nature  is  very 
rful,  even  among  Prussian  grenadiers.      In 
ists  of  exports  we  find  no  mention  made  of 
while  it  forms  a  considerable  and  a  regular 
!h  of  the  goods  imported. — The  settlement  of 
ists  in  waste  lands  was  another  object  of  emi- 
attention  and  proportionate  expense.    Foreign 
ies  were  enticed  and  transported  by  the  crimps 
a  he  employed  all  over  Europe  for  recruiting 
)rces ;  they  received  grants  of  land ;  were  pro- 
l  with  houses,  implements,  and  live-stock,  and 
shed  with  subsistence,  until  their  farms  be- 
sufficiently  productive  to  support  them.   Fre- 
called  this  supplying  the  blanks  which  war 
i  in  his  population.— His  rage  for  encouraging 
introduction   of  new  speculations  was  quite 


Mguveruabla.     N«  Moner  dnl  lib 

I  him  of  ftnf  ingetiiuns  omnu&cturer  o 
,  in  France  or  ebenlierv,    Umr    bo  1 
J  seltlB  iu  BerUu,  l>y  tlie  most  ntn< 
When  li«  fuuud  iLe  euoc^na  of  the  \ 
■obIow,  nr  itsgoins,  from  tli« nectssitjr  of  d 
,  fell  short  of  enpectntion,  he  had  <w 
'  of  getting  out  of  Ihc  ecnpe;  he  bca 
P  iMT^iiin  with  tlie  undertakur,  &aA 

a  fortress ;  in  the  courae  of  wlDck 
tiiin,  it  always  happeucd  that  tfjinebod^  bi 
fonder  die  oliaracler  of  a  minister. 

B  piU^e  bolh  parties.  ExjiericjiW!  ncT«r  t 
0  correct  litis  propensity.  It  vas  at  %a  adi 
sriod  of  bis  reign  Uiat  lit'  seiit  onioTs  In  t 
aiors  to  Sad  him  a  general  ptojucl 
lyho  miglit  be  duplexed  wholly  i&  fiui 
,  ftnd  discussing  tliose  which 
Psnbnulti.<d  to  liim.     Such  a  one 

{trocured,  and  tempted,  by  large  bribes,  li. 
I    U  Potsdam. 

Frederic's  grand  instrtunent  iu  political  Mil 
Wtu  the  estabiidiment  of  monopulirs. 
a  to  tiQ  encouraged,  or  a  publit 
r  a  revenue  gleaned,  ur  the  balftoce  oT 
adjiKted,  a  nionopoly  wns  (he  vxixMliiAt. 
[  tbe  uxclvidve  privilege  wob  g^r^uiicd  to  od«  i 
supplying  Berlin  and  PuUdam  witli  flrv 
the  priou  wuB  insttuttly  doubled  :  und  tb«  kil 
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I\f9ed  no  n  b  than  eight  thousand  a*year  of  the 
vflts.  Wdl  did  the  (  ated  Helvetiuus  remark 
'■ome  applieatioiis  to  sueh  contracts,  upon  which 
•  king  demaBded  hi«  smtiments,  ^^  Sire,  you  need 
i  troabla  yourself  with  reading  them  through ; 
qr  all  speak  the  same  knguage-^^  We  beseech 
ur  Mc^'esty  to  gt^ant  f»  leave  to  roh  your  people 
wtteh  a  sum  ;  in  considertUion  af  which,  we  en^ 
y»  to  pay  yom  a  cerUnn  share  of  the  piUage*  ** 
lederic  was  led  to  conceiye  that  kb  subjects  drank 
».iiiiich  cofi^  in  proportion  4o  their  means,  and 
3  too  little  nourishing  Ibod.  The  universal  re- 
^tf  was  applied ;  and  the  supply  of  all  the  coffee 
fed  within  his  dominions  given  exclusively  to  a 
mpany.  The  price  was  thus,  as  he  had  wished, 
«atly  raised,  and  some  of  the  spoil  shared  with 
B  treasury ;  but  the  taste  of  the  people  remained 
determined  in  favour  of  coffee  as  before,  and  of 
wirse  was  much  more  detrimental  to  their  living. 
obacco,  in  like  manner,  he  subjected  to  a  strict 
Duopoly ;  and  when  he  wished  to  have  arms  fur- 
ihed  very  cheap  to  his  troops,  he  had  again  re- 

■ 

nrse  to  his  usual  expedient :  he  conferred  upon 
a  house  of  Daum  and  Splikberg,  armourers,  the 
elusive  privilege  of  refining  sugar,  on  condition 
St  they  should  sell  him  muskets  and  caps  ^t  a 
ly  low  price.  In  all  his  fiscal  policy,  he  was  an 
sious  observer  of  the  balance  of  trade,  and  never 
led  to  cast  a  pensive  eye  upon  the  tables  of  ex- 


mill  imiKirtB.     "  Kvury  year,"  ettys  onead 
legyrists,  ''  liitl  he  calculate  witlt  cxtraiiM  all 
in  EuEDs  which  came  into  his  states,  and  tl 
went  out;  and  he  oaw,  witJi  uneiwiaen,1 
lulttnce  waa  not  so  favourable  as  it  oagU' 
After  all  his  monopolks  and  premiurai 
oncourogeaient   of  production,   he   (oaai 
that  the  exports  of  hb  kin^om  could 
uugniented.     "  Therefore,"   adds  this  ■ 
I-'  liad  only  one  resource  left — to  dimini 
t])<irtatiua  j"  which  he  accordingly  attempl 
iDopoliea  and  prohibitions. 

Iiefore  completing  our  eilia 
'a  character,  tliiit  we  should  recolhcl 
ihlic  conduct  iii  the  comiuoti wealth  of  Eta 
where  tie  wa»  boni  to  hold  so  conspicuotu  R  iM 
Aud  here,  wliile  we  wonder  at  tlie  abilitiaVi 
IckI  him  to  success,  it  is  impossible  not  \att 
that  they  belonged   to  tliat  inferior  order  W 

bruok  an  alliance  willi  [irofligacy  and 
CftUt  of  principle.     Tlie  history  of  the  Fi 
inarchy,  indeed,  is  that  of  an  empire  » 
;ther  by  iudustry,  and  fraud,  and  violence, 
lighbouring  slates.    By  barter,  and  conqucHt, 
imposture,   ila  manifold  districta  liave  been 
dually  brought  under  one  dynasty  ;  not  &  pott 
the  motley  mass  but  recalls  tlie  venality  or  « 
of  thu  sutTOVWiAvn^  potiwra,  ami  ■Cm*  imk 


F&sDsaic  II.  187 

fMitions  of  the  house  of  Braodttibarg. 
Frederic  II.  whose  strides,  hr  surpass- 
'  his  ancestors,  raised  his  fiunily  to  the 
rimary  power;  enabled  him  to  baffle 
I  which  his  ambition  had  raised  against 
ave  the  means  of  forming,  himself,  a 
racy  for  the  destruction  of  whateyer 
id  been  held  most  sacred  by  the  potoi- 
dern  times.  It  is  in  vain  that  "we  dis- 
ourselves,  and  endeavour  to  fbrget  our 
tt  at  that  fiital  crisis.  We  may  rail  at 
and  the  French  Revolution— Impute 
lity  of  the  other  powers  the  insolent 
Republican  France — and  exhaust  our 
icence  of  tongue  upon  the  chief,  who^ 
her  destinies,  made  himself  master  of 
rid.  Europe  suffered  by,  and  is  still 
r  the  partition  of  Poland.  Then  it 
iblic  principles  were  torn  up  and  scat- 
the  usurpers  of  the  day ; — ^then  it  was, 
d  and  France  poorly  refused  to  suspend 
1  animosities,  and  associate  in  support 
en  other  states,  forgetting  greater  jea- 
9  combined  to  violate  the  law; — then 
power  became  the  measure  of  duty-r 
9n  learnt  all  the  lessons  which  it  has 
>ractising  of  arrondissements,  and  equi- 
indemnities-— that  an  assuranoe  of  im- 
success  was  held  out  to  those  who  might 


I  sAarwards  abandon  all  princi^tle,  pravU 

I  were  coiitenl  with  a  share  of  Uie  jiluBileiv  ■ 

I    the  l«s«an  was  learnl  wbii^  tira  siAiiiirs  nf 
praclisud  ill  1814  aad  ISlo,  tb«  l«ssait  wrl 

I  Hguln  practiced  in  1839,  of  transfomng  I 
weat  to  the  strong  wliate\'er  ponion  af  a 
it  may  plea£«  litem  ta  take,  withool  o 
the  wisbes  of  the  iuli&bitants  mate  llaut  I 
that  ilrAg  the  pluugli  thtotigh  tlielr  fields, 
we  look  back  with  detestatiou,  thai,  on 
duct  of  tJiose  powers  who  perpetnued  ti 
aiid  most  of  all  on  Fredeiic  who  eontrirMl 

I  us  hlao  I'oflecl,  with  sliame,  on  the  pus 
those  who  siir,  yi't  helped  uot ;  and,  ia  jw 
the  memory  of  a  truly  great  itmn,  \Et  va  i 
ntiiid,  t^t  he  who  afterwanls  warned  wi 
the  iwurpations  of  France  at  their  a 
nJstnl  bis  voiue  against  the  tiereliction'oT  fi 
which  paveil  the  way  for  them  in  the  1 
Poland.* 

The  dtstaiU  into  wfaicli  we  liav«  «Bie 
scriptive  of  Fl«derit;'s  cha)<acler,  maj  » 
out  of  keeping  in  n  sketch  like  titia.  But  | 
venal  belief  uf  his  greatness,  end  tba  di 
ex^H  his  merits  because  of  th«  mimvk  m 
Jawed  lii«  ambition,  render  it  iwoesssty  I 
tho»e  merits  to  tlieir  true  diliiaiisiiMa,  « 

I    general  descripticai  could  tffect 

I  •  Mr.  Burka, 
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Cpon  the  whole,  all  well-reg«ilafed  mimls  will 
11  from  a  RiTnute  view  irf  tbis  fiuuous  personage, 
[iressed  with  no  venerBliun  for  his  character, 
her  Its  a  member  of  society,  a  ruler  of  the  people, 
a  part  of  llie  European  conimiuiity.  Thai  he 
isessnl  the  talents  of  an  accomplished  warrior 
1  au  elc^nt  wit,  it  would  be  absurd  to  deny, 
I  supertliious  to  dcmoostrale.  He  has  left  us, 
hia  victories,  and  his  writings,  the  beat  proofi; 
iaU  that  is  preserved  of  In^  conver^atiun  leads 
»  belief  that  it  Burpaefed  his  more  carefiil  eflbrts. 
>  naked  miqnesiiooabtj'  in  the  first  class  of 
iviiora;  nor  i^  it  donbtful  that  the  system  by 
deh,  when  carried  to  its  full  extent,  Napoleon's 
etori&i  were  gaiued,  had  its  origin  in  the  strategy 
Trederic, — the  pinn,  namely,  of  rapidly  moring' 
M  masses  of  troops,  and  always  bringing  a  sape- 
W  force  to  bear  upon  the  point  of  nttack.  His 
kaiaisti«tion,  whether  military  or  civil,  tmis  sin- 
•trly  marked  by  promptitude  and  energy.  Wher- 
M  active  exertion  «-as  requirod,  or  could  secure 
ccess,  he  was  likely  to  prevail;  and  as  he  was  in 

things  a  master  of  those  inferior  abilities  which 
tetitute  what  we  denominate  address,  it  h  not 
^erful  that  he  was  uniformly  fortunate  in  tlie 
lioeta  of  his  neighbours.  The  encourageinenls 
>ich  he  la^■bhed  on  Itarned  men  were  uwfid, 
3ngh  not  always  skilfully  bestowed ;  and  in  this, 

in  all  the  departinenta  of  his  government,  wo 
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or  OKOVQ^i^H 


M«  him  comtautly  wnrkiiip  n 
too  uiuoh.     His  Auulemy  wju  a 
matd  thun  the  beet  dudplinnl   i 

(lid  not  rafuse  to  adknoirk 
uithority  upon  matters  nf  scientific  opiiii 

1  Uhi  arts.     Ilia  own  Iit«ru7  «oqui 
« the  hellea  kllrrs,  ami  Oioml « 

r  theH  he  was  &r  From  being  col 
His  practice,  as  an  aJministnla 
'  consBlent  with  an  exteusiie  or  sound  | 
knowledge ;  and  his  acquaintance  with  the  I 
MM  derived  from  French  trettslBtions ;  h 
very  little  Latin,  and  no  (jreek.  To  his  ip 
Bets  ill  society,  and  liis  love  of  liunvy  ea 
■0  nre  in  princes,  he  ow«s  the  reputukm  b 
lasopher;  and  to  lli«  success  of  bUii 
his  anus,  the  aitpellation  of  Great  :—^  ti 
is  the  leea  liooounible,  that  mankind  ham  gi 
agreed  to  bestow  it  upon  tlnNte  lu  Mhom  th 
titude  wns  least  of  all  due. 


(     191     ) 


GUSTAVUS    III. 


B.  iie|>lii>\v  (if  Froduriti  II.  was  Guslavus  III.  of 
edeii,  ami  lie  ia  certainly  entitled  to  rank  among 
more  diHtinguished  meu  of  his  age.  It  \raa  the 
iug  of  Frederic,  "  My  nephew  is  an  extraordi- 
■y  permiii ;  ho  eucceods  in  ail  he  uiHierlakes ;" 
1  considering  the  difEcuItiea  of  his  position,  the 
'erse  tircuniHiancea  in  which  some  of  his  eiiter- 
He»  wiT't  imi-iii]pH.'(l,  liiH  success  amply  jiiatified 
I  panegyric  at  the  time  it  woa  pronounced,  and 
bre  the  military  difiasterB  of  his  reign. 
He  was  born  with  great  ambition  to  distinguish 
;h  his  country  among  the  nations  of  Europe  and 
iself  among  her  sovereigns.  Inflamed  with  the 
oUection  of  former  Swedish  monarchs,  and  im- 
ient  of  the  low  position  to  which  the  ancient 
town  of  his  country  had  fallen  through  a  suc- 
kioii  of  feeble  princes,  he  formed  the  project  of 
ieving  the  crown  from  the  tmmmels  imposed 
on  it  by  an  overwhelming  aristocracy,  as  tlie 
ly  means  by  which  the  old  glories  of  Sweden 
lid  be  revived,  and  the  influence  of  tb«  Qus- 
oises  and  tiie  Charleses  realored.     The  lung  of 
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the  country,  irnleeJ,  when  he  m 
was  lis  sovereign)  only  iti  mune.  Us  M 
responsibility  of  the  gDveriimeiit  cast  < 
he  had  all  its  w^glit  Hating  upon  his  i 
lie  liad  all  the  otliiim  of  executiog  the  la 
press  seditiou,  to  levy  taxes,  to  punish 
But  neitlier  in  uiaking  those  laws  uor  1 
the  policy  of  tlie  stale,  nor  in  admiidl 
resources,  had  he  any  perceptible  infliM 
ener-  The  crown  was  a  mefe  pag(«»t 
wholly  destitute  of  power,  and  only  su 
exist  because  the  multitude,  uccustoiaed 
Tcmed  by  kings,  required  acts  of  anthn 
promalgcd  in  the  royal  name,  and  been 
convenient  to  have  some  quarter  upon  ' 
blame  of  all  that  was  anpopiilar  in  the  ( 
the  goveranieiil  might  rest.  TTie  tm(1 
the  Blate  was  certainly  in  the  hands  of  tl 
oracy,  who  ruled  througli  tliemedlnwofl 
an  aasembly  of  nominal  refreMulvfivaaf 
tiy  io  which  the  order  of  the  nobles  a 
sway.  The  Senate  in  (act  gevcrmed  thi 
In  tliein  was  vesterl  almost  all  (he  patrad 
state:  they  could  compel  meetings  of  ll 
any  time :  they  even  claime<l  the  couum 
aniiy,  and  issued  their  orders  to  the  troaj 
the  king's  consent. 

When  r:ustaviiswas  abroad  on  his  tr«l 
tbta  about  22  yents  of  age,  Iris  fn(hi<r. 
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^axkf  where  the  intellig^aoe  roaehed  him,  he 
led  a  Declantioa  filled  with  the  most  extm- 

expressions  of  devotion  to  the  constitutiooi 
r  the  liberties  of  his  peof^k,  aad  itd^horrenoe 
y  tking  tending  towards  absolute  govemmentf 
.t  in  Sweden  is  termed  '^  Soverdgnty ;"  iat 
edes,  like  the  Romans,  regarded  monarehyi 

In  name,  as  equivalent  to  tyranny.     He 

that  ^'  deeming  it  his  chiefest  glory  to  be 
it  citizen  of  a  £wb  state''  he  ehonld  regard 
le  '<  as  his  wont  enemies  who,  being  timitor- 
the  country,  riiould  upon  aii^  pietett  what- 
9ek  to  introduce  unlimited  neyal  attthority 
reden,"  and  he  raninded  the  Stales  of  ths 
hich  he  had  solemnly  sworn  to  the  constitu- 
Those  who  read  this  piece  were  struck  with 
^rdone  expressions  in  which  it  was  couched ; 
ofound  observers  did  not  hesitate  to  draw 
)ions  wholly  unfavourable  to  the  sincerity 

royal  author.  On  his  arrival  in  Sweden, 
r  he  was  in  little  haste  to  return,  he  renewed 
le  vows  of  fealty  to  the  existing  constitution ; 
the  articles  of  the  Capitulation  tendered  by 
Ales  in  the  usual  form,  articles  which  left 
le  name  of  king  and  the  shadow  of  royal 
ity;  absolved  the  States  and  his  subjects 
heir  allegiance  should  he  depart  from  his 
ments,  and  menaced  with  his  ^^  utmost  wrath 
)  should  dare  to  propose  a  aingle  degree  of 


Idilion  lu  the  proMtit  powef  or  splendOOT  0 
;Brtiw'n."  Al  Ilia  Coronation,  which  » 
to  th(i  next  year,  lie  volutiteereil  an  a 
play  «f  gratuitoua  hypocrisy  and  fraud,  whe 
Ixig  tukcii  the  oBihs  to  the  con§tlluliou,  ll 
>cl(ume<l  ''  Unhappy  the  kinf^  «-l>u  wiints  ths 
oath»  to  secure  hiniEelf  on  the  throne,  anil,  tt 
to  reign  in  the  hearts  of  liJs  people,  is  fbit 
rule  by  legal  constraint !" 

Thua  did  this  accomplished  dissejublcr  o 
for  above  a  year  and  a  lialf,  to  keep  up  tho  t[ 
aacu  of  a  const! tatiunal  king,  while  in  all  fait' 
and  actions  he  AfTeoted  the  republican,  and 
overdid  the  part.  At  length  his  preparatiom 
completed,  he  cast  the  mask  away,  uoitd  i 
currectian  of  troops  in  two  distant  iurtiM 
distract  the  senate's  attention,  and  Eiavlog  | 
Over  the  regiments  in  the  capital,  secvrad  tl 
sons  of  the  senators,  assembled  the  utJier  Eil 
a  ball  surrounded  with  soldiery,  and  agalMl 
giins  were  planted  and  men  stationed  iritl)  U 
matches,  while  he  dictated  u  new  cootf 
vesting  absolute  power  in  the  cniwn,  uxl  i 
lating  the  influence  of  both  the  nobUity  ■ 
rej) resell tntives  of  the  people.  This  outngR 
of  combineil  treachery  and  violeni^  be  coM 

has  he  had  b^m  with  the  mockery  of  (»tt 
the  most  extmvagont  cant  of  piety.  He  ■« 
llie  now  constitution ;  be  invoked  the  DivnM 
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!  on  il  in  an  hypocritical  prayer  j  and  he  ended 
ordering  oil  pr(.>)teiit  to  sing  a,  psalm,  of  which 
jave  out  the  first  line  and  led  the  air.  Cer- 
ily  so  gross  a.n  instance  of  sustained  faJitehood 

fraud,  in  all  h»  departinenls,  was  never  either 
are  or  since  e\hil)ited  by  any  even  of  tlic  royal 
locrites  who  have  at  various  times  encroached, 
atrutagcni  and  by  perjury,  ujion  the  libeities  of 
nkind. 

iiit  fit  tliat  thehiHluryorth!*  transact  ion  should 
let  forlli  in  its  own  lialof\il  coloura,  because  it 
Il  wan  at  the  time,  and  lias  been  since,  made  the 
'wet  of  g^eat  panegyric  ataoii|;  tlie  adinirera  of 
iemful  crime.  Alankind  will  never  be  without 
ressori  ;is  lung  iis  Ihcy  ;ict  against  tlii'ir  own 
:  interest*  by  conspiring  against  those  of  virtue, 

make  impostors  of  statesmen  and  tyrants  of 
icet  by  transferring  to  siiccew  the  praise  that 
uld  be  reserved  for  virtue,  venerating  fortune 
ler  than  prudence,  and  defrauding  the  wise  and 
good  of  their  just  applause,  or  sufTering  it  to 
■hared  with  the  profligate  and  the  daring.  A 
poium  is  thus  held  out  for  unscrupulous  violence 
.  unprincipled  fraud,  when  the  failure  of  the 
nt  and  the  best  designs  is  alone  and  alike 
demned,  and  tlie  means  by  which  success  is 
lieved  are  lost  sight  of  in  the  fiilse  lustre  that 
rounds  it. 
Bnt  tried  by  a  &f  lower  atandotd  than  that  of 


pabhv  vlrlue,  tUe  conduct  of  Gostavus 
Aula.  If  notluDg  rould  more  betray  a  bi 
ttOD  tban  hh  cousummate  hypocrisy,  i 
Cmild  more  show  a  palU;  miiuJ  Oaa  the 
bis  iraudulent  pretences  when  tliejr  wi 
luuieccssary  for  liia  purpose.  He  Diigrbt  li 
tlie  overthrow  of  the  coDstilution  just  am 
-with  quite  as  much  chance  of  suecev  I 
ceptiHl  the  coiislifiilion  in  ihe  oi^iuar] 
fligned  the  usual  Capitulation  as  a  mattaf 
So  one  objected  to  his  title ;  while  his 
lived  be  bad  been  acknowledged  tbe  ] 
iiis  succession  was  certain  ou  his  &Uh 
and  if  any  thing  could  liave  directed  h 
nU  bidden  demgns  it  was  the  paioa  lie  in 
extmvageiit  prufpssions  of  Kalous  dtrvol 
berty,  to  sbav  that  fie  ^iits  filottiag  a| 
I3e  hnil  nothing;  to  do  but  to  plan  his  «ii 
secret,  and  tu  secret  to  obtain  the  »upf 
torn  or  five  rei^ments  by  whieb  be  oj 
[lurpose.  All  bin  vile  canting,  bodi  in  t| 
lion  fxoai  Pafis,  and  in  the  speecb  <w 
to  the  constilution,  wiu  utterly  useleti 
filtowed  a  petty  understanding  as  weU  •■ 
benrt.  | 

TruJy  he  was  a  profligate  mau  iu  eva 
die  ivonJ.  lie  delighted  in  cunning  Ibri 
sake.  He  preferred  occnnipiishing  Ui 
trick,  and   the  more  tricky  any  oquim 
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nous  he  thought  his  pursuit  of  it,  and 
he  liked  it*  His  abilities  were  unques- 
•ut  they  were  on  a  paltry  scale ;  his  re- 
Bs  undoubted,  but  he  was  placed  in  cir- 
i  which  enabled  him  to  avoid  running 
risks ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  unwieldy 
late  of  sixty  or  seventy  persons  as  direct* 
itary  force ;  and  the  mob  was  for  him 
t  them.  That  he  showed  great  coolness 
le  whole  affidr  is  not  denied.  He  quietly 
e  Revolution  on  the  21st  of  August,  and 
a  country  seat  tw^ity  miles  fiom  Stock* 
•Isund,  afterwards  the  property  of  a  Scotch 
,  named  Seton,  whom  he  ennobled.  We 
there  a  line  or  two  written  by  him  on 
w- shutter,  with  the  above  date,  and  pur- 
at,  ^^  On  this  day  he  had  come  there  after 
iition."  When  the  supreme  power  was 
his  own  hands,  although  he  maintained 
;  even  a  struggle,  and  afterwards  still 
tended  it  by  a  second  breach  of  the  con- 
which  in  1772  he  had  as  solemnly  sworn 
n,  as  he  had  the  one  which  he  then  over- 
it  there  was  nothing  enlarged  or  success- 
aduiinistration  of  public  affairs,  nothing 
cy  wliich  showed  an  enlightened  or  well* 
siny  more  than  a  liberal  mind.  Support- 
1st  India  Company,  and  prohibiting  the 
ffee  under  severe  penalties  to  encourage 


their  tntile  in  !•»,  or  ^roUfblriiij  Fmuj 
protpct  tUe  iliBtlllation  of  a  very  bad  I 
rorn,  were  the  greatest  reach  of  Itkj 
economical  improvements ;  while,  by  j 
«Xf>cn(]itiire  and  Ijia  fVauduIent  tamperU 
the  coin  and  afterwards  with  the  pnpl 
which  he  iwiied  in  excess,  he  so  reduo^ 
dard,  that  soon  after  his  death  it  was  al 
of  nearly  50  per  cent,  below  par.  Tb6 
kept  its  value;  bnt  with  this  he  nntnagi 
fi!rc,an(l  in  a  manner  so  scau*3alDU9  thai 
ttl  royal  profligacy  prwieQts  no  swondi 
euy  thing  so  mean  anil  bn^e.  An  ex1<d 
was  committed  in  Hamburgh  or  Alton 
Stockholm  Bank  hy  parlies  whom  he  t4 
then  gave  up.  The  Bank  having-  6e4 
time  was  saved  from  ruin,  Ihongb  intj 
and  the  ^^onts  in  the  infamous  plot  I 
usual  reward  of  those  whu  suffer  tbenu 
made  the  instruments  in  the  vtlUudea  i 
tliey  were  punished  because  their  {nj 
beyond  tho  reeu-h  of  the  law,  and  ih^ 
abroad  exiles  for  the  rest  of  tlieir  daj».-\ 
In  Ilia  military  eajracity  he  allowed 
considerable  extent,  tliuu^^h,  as  in  otM 
not  of  the  lirst  order.  Hevoa  a«ir»,c4 
prodigal  of  his  person  ;  but  i>o  lilllc  m^ 
'  mgna  by  his  nieanf ,  that  he  obtaiacd  j 
nnpulation  of  being  u  rcKtlt^s  pt«i>c«  i 


le  of  a  coasiileraDle  warrior;  and  so  littlt 
o  form  great  and  happy  and  well-oonsidered 
latioDs,  that  lie  never  went  beyond  daring 
illiant  fidlures.  The  absolute  influenoe  of 
under  the  Aristooratic  government  havii^ 
ut  an  end  to  by  the  Kevolution,  ever  after 
yatherine  was  plotting  to  regain  her  ascen- 
r  to  obtain  by  force  a  still  more  undisputed 
ver  Swedish  al&irs.  To  aU  her  intrigues 
us  was  alive,  and  often  'succeeded  in  counter* 
them ;  to  all  her  insidious  proposals  he  was 
3dng  through  then*  real  ol^ect,  as  when  she 
have  inveigled  him  into  a  paidtion  of  Den*  . 
Norway  to  become  Bussiaa,  and  Jutland 
be  Islands  Swedish,  he  made  answer,  that 
should  not  put  her  arm  round  his  neck  to 
e  hiiu."  Indeed  there  can  be  little  doubt 
e  only  wished  to  draw  him  into  a  snare  by 
og  liis  consent,  that  she  might  betray  him 
mark,  and  join  with  her  in  destroying  him* 

therefore,  the  terms  on  which  these  two 
ite  Sovereigns  were  with  each  other  had 
)  as  unfriendly  as   possible,  and  he  found 

engaged  on  the  side  of  Turkey  in  a  very 
t  warfare,  he  seized  the  opportunity  of  at- 
1^  her,  and  sailed  with  a  fleet  up  the  gulf  of 
i,  so  as  to  threaten  Petersburgh  by  hia 
ch.     His  first  operations  were  successful, 

on  a  small  8cale«  and  in  a  degree  &r  from 

k2 
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lous  accounts  of  his  prooeedingB ;  but  his  fie- 
were  so  clumsy,  that  their  self-contradictions 
lyed  their  origin,  and  the  honest  Prince  of 
au  was  induced  to  complain  formally  of  such 
oceeding,  bluntly  and  in^fectually  reminding 
monarch  that  such  gross  and  apparent  fidse* 
s  were  wholly  unworthy  a  man  who  was  always 
ous  of  playing  the  warrior  and  the  hero. 
;  these  disastrous  scenes,  from  the  consequences 
hich  Sweden  did  not  recover  for  many  years, 
the  effects  of  which  long  survived  their  author, 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  his  abilities  were 
Qtageously  shown,  but  above  all,  that  his  cou* 
was  uniformly  displayed  in  an  eminent  degree, 
doubtful  if  any  capacity  could  have  made  up 
he  vast  disparity  of  strength  between  the  two 
es  who  were  thus  matched  in  such  unequal 
)at ;  but  he  often  succeeded  where  an  ordinary 
would  never  have  ventured ;  and  although  he 
1  not  be  said  to  display  first-rate  talents  for 
he  yet  had  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  the 
he  played  in  its  operations. 
I  private  life  his  profligacy  was  of  the  grossest 
ription  ;  and  with  the  same  preposterous  folly 
ih  made  him  prefer  the  most  crooked  paths  in 
r  -to  show  hb  cunning,  he  thought  that  his 
d  object  of  civilising  his  dominions  could  be 
mplished  by  patronising  the  introduction  of 
ign  vices  from  other  climates  among  the  hardy 


Weellent  artistH^  of  whom  i™)^^^^^! 
■WM  the  mosl  eminent.  ''^^^^^ 

His  personal  accornplishments  were  Cohbi 
bis  informHtion  was  much  above  that  of  i 
princes ;  anrl  tliough  lie  never  attempted 
aa  his  uncle  of  Prussia,  nor  possessed  eqt 
superficial  kind  of  learning  which  thnt 
prided  himself  upon,  he  certainly  wrote 
deil  better,  or  rather  less  badly,  and  probi 
not  really  his  inferior  in  a  literary  poiiii 
His  manners  and  address  were  extremely  0 
and  he  was  greatly  above  the  folly  ofj 
the  dignity  of  his  station,  as  his  lilM 
uncle,  Frederic,  always  did ;  who,  w 
lo  pass  for  a  wit  among  kings,  ^ 
enough  lo  be  a  king'  among  wits,  m>^ 
the  wit  was  be&ten  in  fair  argumeti 
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argument  or  for  rqwrtee.  It  wa«  tlie  obferv- 
n  of  a  man  well  versed  in  courtf,  and  who  liad 
I  much  of  all  the  princee  of  hit  time,*  that 
itavus  III.  was  almost  the  only  one  of  them 
>  wonld  have  been  reckoned  a  clever  man  in 
ety  had  he  been  bom  a  subject. 
The  same  spirit  which  lie  showed  in  the  field. 
In  his  political  measures,  he  displayed  equally 
he  various  attempts  made  upon  his  life.  The 
male  and  museums  of  Stockholm  have  several 
dly  instruments  preserved  in  them,  which  were 
led  at  his  person,  and  in  no  instance  did  he  ever 
I  his  presence  of  mind,  or  let  the  attempt  be 
)wn,  which  by  some  extraordinary  accident  had 
ed.  At  last  he  fell  by  an  assassin's  hand.  For 
le  myMterious  reason,  apparently  unconnected 
h  political  matters,  an  officer  named  Anker- 
>em,  not  a  noble  or  connected  with  the  nobility, 
t  him  in  the  back  at  a  masquerade.  The 
und  of  quarrel  apparently  was  personal:  dif- 
)nt  accounts,  some  more  discreditable  to  the 
narch  than  otliers,  are  given  of  it ;  but  nothing 
been  a8certaine<l  on  sufficient  evidence;  and 
se  are  subjects  upon  wliich  no  public  end  is 
^cd  by  collecting  or  preserving  conjectures.  To 
ell  upon  them  rather  deg^Ies  history  into  gos* 
ing  or  tale-bearitig,  and  neither  explains  men's 
tives,  nor  helps  us  to  weigh  more  accurately  the 
*  Sir  Robert  Lisloa. 


MrlLs  of  tlieir  coiKluct  any  more  limit  Ii>  a 
I  sprinss. 

The  story  of  tlie  fortunes  of  tliU  pi 
D  uniinporlant  lessuii  to  statesmen  of  tbc  rel 
nlao  of  those  gitis  wliich  they  are  wont  n 

iiifl  the  taleuts  uhii^h  tlicy  are  fonilt 

■ultivatiiig.    A  useful  moral  way  also  l>e  i 

I  the  lale  of  so  many  fiiio  ondowmoDts  I 

Kthrown  away,  and  failijig  to  earn  an  caduriii) 

iitTely  because  they  were  unconnectod 

^h1  priiiciplee,  atid  unaccompanied  by  rijj^lit 

Ciiigs.     Tlie  qualities  itliich  he  poesessed, 

proved,  or  acquired,  were  tliosc  most  cftlcultt 

strike  the  vulgar,  and  to  gain  tlie  applaute  a 

unrvfleclitig  multitude.     Itrave,  dutermituHl,  j 

^^^Ui  well  witlt  polilical  courage   as  wilti   pa 

^B*alour»  quick  of  apprehension,  capable  of  » 

^Heation,  patient  of  fatigue,  well  iiifonned  on  gu 

^BMbJeets,  elegant,  lively,  and  agreeable  in  m 

^^p^ble,  relying  on  his  merits  in  couvenaUoil, 

^Rvverbearing  with  his  rank  none  that  nj^ro 

^^  lum — who  so  well  fitted  to  win  all  hearts,  if' 

mon  popularity  were  liis  olijei-l,  or  to  gain  li 

fame  if  he  had  choseii  (o  build  upon  sucllfii< 

I  lions  a  superstructure  of  glorious  deeds  ?     Bi 

with  being  prudent  and  politic,  be 

)StKl  the  power  of  being  able  to  deceive  iU  i 

Ultd  I  wise  only  by  halves,  lie  must  niLUakfl 

Blng  for  sagacity  ;  perverled  in  his  taste  by  v« 
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lilt  prefer  cmtwitthig  men  by  trickery  to  over- 
ig  them  by  solid  reason  or  by  1^  designs ; 
isterously  thinking  that  the  greater  the  trea- 
'  the  deeper  the  policy,  he  most  overlay  all 
oiiemes  with  superfluous  hypocrisy  and  dissi* 
tlon.  Even  his  courage  availed  him  little; 
ise  looking  only  to  the  outside  of  things,  and 
dent  only  for  the  first  step,  he  never  pro- 
lly  formed  his  plans,  nor  ever  thought  of 
ig  his  measures  to  his  means.  Thus  in  war 
It  the  reputation  only  of  failure  and  defeat ; 
id  the  fame  which  he  acquired  by  his  success* 
political  movements  long  outlive  him,  when 
saw  to  how  little  account  he  was  capable  of 
ng  the  power  which  he  had  been  fortunate 
^h  to  obtain  by  his  bold  and  managing  spirit, 
nany  years  men  observing  the  contrast  which 
resented  to  other  princes  in  his  personal  de* 
our,  and  dazzled  with  the  success  of  his  poll- 
enterprises,  lavished  their  admiration  upon 
rith  little  stint,  and  less  reflection  ;  nor  would 
had  his  dominions  been  more  extensive,  and 
ctions  performed  on  a  less  confined  theatre, 
hesitated  in  bestowing  upon  him  the  title  of 
eat,"  with  which  they  are  wont  to  reward  their 
:  enemies  for  their  worst  misdeeds,  and  to 
!e  sovereigns  into  the  paths  of  tyranny  and 
But  he  outlived  the  fame  which  he  had  early 
red.     To  his  victories  over  the  aristocracy  at 

k8 
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lioine  wcceeded  his  deflate  by  the  em 
It  was  <liscov<?red  that  a  [iriuce  may  be 
And  accomplished  ttian  otliere,  without  \mi 
usvfui  to  his  people,  or  more  cnpabln  of  [ 
in^  gi'cat  aclioDE  ;  and  the  wide  dtm-rvunB 
g«tiius  and  ubilily  was  never  more  loarkedr 
him.  By  degrees  the  eyes  eveu  of  iiu  ooi 
raries  were  opened  to  the  truth ;  Diid  ihca 
arts  of  treachery,  in  which  it  wns  hb  lu 
pride  to  excel,  became  as  hateful  to  men  4 
priiici|iles  as  hia  preposlerouB  rtdisti  for  a 
lUstiiictioD  was  disgustful  to  men  of  torn 
and  right  feding;s.  Of  all  liia  r^ulation 
time  sufficiently  brilliant,  not  any  v«elj| 
remuiis  coospicuoua  enougli  to  tempt  oth 
Ills  erooked  paths  ;  and  the  reeoUectioiu  H 
with  ilia  stoiy.  while  lliey  bring  ooatMi^ 
his  name,  are  only  fitted  to  warn  men  ogni 
Ghame  thiLt  Bttmid«  lo^t  opporluiiitke  audi 
tuied  talents. 
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OBEAT  contrast  in  every  respect  to  Gustavus 
L  was  presented  by  another  Prince  who  flou* 
lied  in  the  same  age,  Joseph  II.  In  almost  all 
•lities,  both  of  the  understanding  and  the  heart, 
t  differed  widely  from  his  contemporary  of  the 
prth.  With  abilities  less  shining  though  more 
bdi  and  which  he  had  cultivated  more  diligently ; 
Ith  far  more  information,  acquired  somewhat  aflter 
e  laborious  German  fashion ;  with  so  little  love 
r  trick  or  value  for  his  own  address,  that  he 
ther  plumed  himself  on  being  a  stranger  to  those 
ts,  and  on  being  defective  in  the  ordinary  pro- 
lion  of  cunning  which  the  deceitful  atmosphere 
courts  renders  almost  necessary  as  a  protection 
lainst  circumvention  ;  with  ambition  to  excel,  but 
it  confined  to  love  of  military  glory ;  with  no 
irdcular  wish  to  exalt  his  own  authority,  nor  any 
disposition  to  acquire  fkme  by  extending  the  hap- 
iness  of  his  people — although  presenting  to  the 
nlgar  gaze  a  less  striking  object  than  Gustavus, 
I  was  in  all  important  particulars  a  &r  more  con- 
(ierable  person,  and  wanted  but  little  from  natun*' 
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.  Hiougli  certainly  much  fmrn  fortune,  to  I 

I  b«hind  him  n  great  aiid  lutiiig  repiilatiaii. 

I  nhich  lie  did  want  was,  huwcver,  e 
etroy  all  cliance   of  realising  an  eminent  , 

I  Among  the  lights  of  the  world :  for  his  jw 
a  defective  ;    lie  wa«  inure    restless  ilaa 

'  vcring;  anil  tliough  nnt  at  all  wanliRg  in 
of  Inhour,  yet  he  of^cn  thought  of  myal  i 
hiu  ubject,  and  leaving  those  ateep  and  cu 
routes  which  nature  has  formed  along  ibe  a 
n-onld  fall  inio  nhnt  ha«  been  tcrmnl  1 
Dacon  the  paradox  of  power — desiring  lo 
the  end  without  subiuitting  to  use  tbt!  i 
1  such  circuniHtanccs  was  hopelea 

I  dent  contributed  largely  lo  midtiply  and  e 

his  failures,  insomuch  tlint  ihu  unhappy  n 

II  bin  death-bttd  exclaiini^l  in  the  uaguiah 

apiril,   that    his  epitaph   should   bi 

Jo«epli,   who  was  unsucce^isfid  in  all  Iik 

takings."    Men  looking  to  the  event,  rated  Iif 

far  btlow  Ida  real  value,  and  gave  him  en 

none  of  the  abililieD  and  few  of  Uie  virtqc* 

e  really  possesacd.     Kothing  can  be  mora 

lore  fooliali  in  itself  or  more  niischievo* 

consequences,  tlian  the  almost  nniv«rMl  d 

nation  of  (lie  world  to  reckon  nothing  in  li 

of  any  value  but  brilliant  talents,  and  to  ■ 

worlli  of  little  avail  in  that  hlatlon  in  wli) 

of  the  moat  inculciiluble   importance.      Kl 
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al  life  be  ever  so  much  disfigured  with  crime,  if 
tiave  nothing  mean,  that  is,  if  its  vices  be  all 
a  great  scale,  and  especially  if  it  be  covered 
h  military  successes,  little  of  the  reprobation 
)  to  its  demerits  will  be  expressed,  as  if  the 
atest  of  public  enormities,  tlie  excesses  of  ambi* 
1,  effected  a  composition  £6t  the  worst  private 
Its.  Even  our  James  I.  is  the  object  of  con* 
ipt  not  so  much  for  the  vile  life  he  led  as  for 
want  of  spirit  and  deficiency  in  warlike  accom- 
ihments;  and,  if  the  only  one  of  his  filings 
Ich  was  beneficial  to  his  subjects  had  not  existed 
his  character,  his  name  would  have  descended 
us  with  general  respect  among  the  Harries  and 
I  Edwards  of  an  earlier  age. 
[t  was  in  some  degree  unfortunate  for  the  fame 
Joseph  that  he  came  afler  so  able  and  so  cele* 
Lted  a  personage  as  his  mother,  Maria  ThereHO. 
t  this  circumstance  also  proved  injurious  to  his 
ication  ;  for  the  Empress  Queen  was  resolved 
it  her  son,  even  when  clothed  by  the  Election 
the  Germanic  \Aei  with  the  Imperial  title, 
>uld  exercise  none  of  its  prerogatives  (hiring  her 
3 ;  and  long  after  he  had  arrived  at  man's  estate, 
was  held  in  a  kind  of  tutelage  by  tliat  \h)U\  ftn<l 
litic  Princess.  Having  therefore  finished  his 
idles,  and  perceiving  that  at  home  he  was  destined 
remain  a  mere  ciplier  while  she  ruled,  he  went 
road,  and  travelled  into  those  domiuioiis  in  Italy 
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l^oinlimlly  his  own,  but  wliere  he  tnd  an 
f  eoTiCTii  with  llie  government  than  ibo  nan 
L  hilt  Biibjed)! ;  anil  fVum  tlieac«  lie  vbilcd 
I  of  tli«  llalbn  suites,  An  eag«r,  but  an 
1  minatf!  Ihirat  of  knowlwlgo  dUtinguiHlieil  hi 
terer  lie  went ;  there  was  no  snbjMt  which  hn 
\  faot  mast«T,  no  kind  of  information  which  he 
nor  were  auif  lii'tuib  tuo  minii 
I  him  to  collect.  Nothing  can  be  more  pn^oei 
I  than  a  soverei^  thug  ncquHiniing  htm 
I  rotighly  with  the  concerns  of  llie  iiMplp  a 
I  he  is  culled  to  rule;  anil  thi!  ' 
I  ardour  of  hb  studiis  can  lead  tu  little  othe 
I  than  the  losing  lime,  or  j»revpining  ih«  «cqi 
I  «f  important  matters  by  dktrarting:  tbe- 1 
j  to  triflix.  But  liis  activity  was  as  indbci 
I  AS  his  iaquiries,  anil  he  both  did  some  hi 
}  exposed  hlmaelf  to  nmeli  ridicule  bytl 
I  n-liich  il  promptwl.  He  must  ii 
I  ^ents  and  inspwt  tho  works  of  the  J 
I  aatisficil  until  lie  imposed  on  thiMftl| 
'  moved  less  quickly  llian  suited  liisi 
I   {ntlnrtrj-,  the  tasV  of  making:  shirts  Ibr  tbe  « 

Su  his  aniliitioii  wns  equally  undistingt 
I  unreflecting:  nor  dtil  he  n insider  tlutl  t 
J  irhtch  it  ImI  him  to  imitate  mit^ht  w»n  bs^ 
liiU  meHt  in  him,  tiiongli  highly  bnporlnql  U 
E%hnfe  exaniplu  he  was  following  ( 
ItardleM  of  the  tTiirit.     Thus  beeanw  the  S 
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China  «BO(Hi]BgiQt  agricttUme  by  dmiagf  at 
le  scdenm  ^Bttval,  a  plough  with  the  hand  that 
db  at  other  times  the  oelestial  aoeptiey  the  Em- 
ear  of  Gennaojr  must  needs  ph>ugh  a  ridge  in 
Milanesei  where  of  eourw  a  monument  was 
eted  to  perpetuate  this  act  of  princely  folly. 
But  of  all  his  admirations,  that  which  he  enter*r 
Bed  for  the  great  enemy  of  his  house,  his  motheri 
LJuacrown,  was  the  most  preposterous.  During 
I  Seven  years'  war,  which  threatened  the  e3ust- 
^  of  all  three,  he  would  &in  have  served  a  cam- 
g0  under  Frederic  II. ;  and  although  he  might 
ibably  have  had  ike  decency  to  atation  himself 
■the  northern  frontier,  where  Bussia  was  the 
my,  yet  no  one  can  wonder  at  the  Empress 
een  prohibiting  her  son  from  taking  the  recre- 
m  of  high  treason  to  amuse  his  leisure  hours, 
I  occupying  his  youth  and  exposing  his  person 
shaking  the  throne  which  he  was  one  day  to  fill, 
length,  however,  the  day  arrived  which  he  had 
long  eagerly  panted  for,  when  he  was  to  become 
■sonally  acquainted  with  the  idol  of  his  devotion. 
9  inflexible  parent  had,  in  1766,  prevented  them 
m  meeting  at  Torgau ;  but  three  years  afler 
y  had  an  interview  of  some  days  at  Neiss  in 
esia,  the  important  province  which  Frederic 
i  wrested  from  the  Austrian  crown.  The  ve- 
an  monarch  has  well  conveyed  an  idea  of  his 
Hirer  in  one  of  his  historical  works,  which  indeed 


MDt&ins  very  few  skclches  of  equo]  merit:— "B 
atfectoil  aae  franclii^e  i^ui  lui  sembloU  tuitiiRik). 
n  caraetive  aimable  marqiioit  de  Ik  g 

:  Ic  <l(«jr  d'lqipreikInK 
a'avoit  pas  la  patience  de  s'instruire." 
inly  ttiU  Impatience  of  the  lucanB,  proponj 
I)  eageriiees  for  the  end,  was  tlie  disttngt 
Fjhiture  of  Ill's  whole  character  and  conduct  t) 
vlife,  from  the  most  important  to  tlie  most  trii 
lis  various  pursuits. 
Although  Frederic  hart  a  perfect  right  to 
(down  upon  Josepti  iu  tliia  view  as  well  u  lui 
fbthers,  and  although  tliere  cati  be  no  sort  of 
B-^rison  between  iLe  two  men  in  general, ; 
K«qiially  certain  that.  Id  one  most  iniportanl 
ftkular.  a  close  resemblance  may  be  traced  h 
Hhem,  and  tlie  same  defect  may  be  found  a 
■llie  projects  of  both.     Tlieir  interool  atbm 
"^ion  was  niarlced  with  ilie  same  intemiBii 
■■Controlling  spirit,  tliau  wliicli  a  i 
'toharacter  cannot  l>elo»g  to  any  system  of  n 
a  indeed  an  error  into  wliicli  all  sovereigm  • 
ininiaters  are  very  apt  to  &11,  Nvhen  ihey  an 
Vcippodle,  perhaps  safer,  extreme  of  jiidifl^ 
"HIieir  duties.     Nor  was  iie  tlio  more  likely  h 
&  middle  course,    whose   power    Imd   mi  I 
whose  ideas  of  govemnieot  were  talcen  i 
mechanical  discipline  of  an  array  ;  f 
lilies  so  fep  exceeUi>d  the  ortliuary  lot  of  toj 
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sodiiigs,  that  he  seemed  to  have  some  grounds 
iunking  himself  capable  of  everything,  while 
apised  the  talents  of  every  body  else.    Yet 

it  be  allowed,  that  if  all  other  proofs  were 
ing,  this  one  undoubted  imperfection  in  Fre- 
i's  nature  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  ranking 
among  inferior  minds,  and  for  denying  him 
I  higher  qualities  of  the  understanding  which 
ar  such  fiiculties  beneficial  as  he  unquestion* 
possessed.  A  truly  great  grains  will  be  the 
to  prescribe  limits  for  its  own  exertions ;  to 
rer  the  sphere  within  which  its  powers  must 
DDcentrated  in  order  to  work,  beyond  which 

diffusion  can  only  uselessly  dazzle.  But  this 
.  knowledge,  and  a  self-command,  that  Frederic 
*  attained.  Though  the  ignorance  and  weak* 
which  he  displayed,  in  the  excessive  govern- 

of  his  kingdom,  were  thrown  into  the  sliade 
s  military  glory,  or  partially  covered  by  his 
Tuess  and  activity,  they  require  only  to  be 
ed  apart,  in  order  to  excite  as  much  ridicule 
as  ever  bestowed  on  the  Emperor  Joseph, 
e  system  of  administration  indeed  greatly 
abled  his  neighbour's,  unless  that  he  had  more 
re  to  show  his  good  intentions  by  his  blunders, 
was  guided  by  better  principles  in  the  prose- 
in  of  his  never-ending  schemes.  Like  him, 
■Prussian  ruler  conceived  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
temally  at  work ;  to  take  every  concern  in  hit 


domtnlons  npon   lii»   own    ahiiulJpTs ;    cDlde| 

think  men's  imprest  safe  when  ooitimitled  ti 

E  ci>It«s,  mucli  )««»  (o  delpgatf  to  his  i 

I  tiortion  of  Itie  aupcrin tending'  piiirer,  vhtclK 

t  yet  be  i-vtrywtiere  iinwent  and  cmulantly  < 

vatvh.     Botli  of  tlioM  {irinrm    kaev  t 

detail  lo  give  them  a  relish  for  aHiursi  1 

»err  always  wasting  their  exemplary  n 

T  mnrring  the  cuiicerna  which  belonged  mt 

F' department  ;    and  extending'  tlieir  Icuuwled^''' 

I  other  people's  trade*,  instE'ad  of  forming  »i'  > 

%  qiiainluipc  witli  their  nwn.     Whilpollicr  niimi'' 

!  making  a  bustneu  of  pltstsun*,  Ux!;  niii<  < 

P pleasure  of  business;    bul,   utt«Hy  igiiuront   " 

flnucli  of  tlieir  professional  duties  n-solved  i 

^wise  clioipe  of  sgentB,  wiili  all  tlieir  indiisln  " 
f  wit,  they  were  only  niismnno^ing  n  part  of  ■ 
f  work,  and  leaving  the  rest  iinilone;  eu  tliat  ii  m 
f  fiurly  be  questioned  whether  (heir  doniiuiuns  wm 
Pnot  iiave  gained  by  the  exchange,  had  their  b' 
1  squandered  in  tlie  seraglio,  and  their  nlin' 
iutriuted  to  cabinets  of  nioi-e  quiet  perauns  w 
more  anlinary  under&tandiiigs. 

But    although    thete    two   cminmit   tiier 

equally  fond  of  plautiing  anil  rt^lsting,  t 

indulged  their  propensity  in  ditTiront  olivtiniM 

SO  tlioir  schemes  were  not  punned  in    tlwfl 

faifiDDer,  and  \»a\Q  ctt^»a\^  \»ei\  nw*) 
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or.  From  the  nMmmt&m  of  Mi  ipurit,  wmd 
.lit  of  ^prtanmg  «Aum  to  enploy  hb  povtaott 
nt,  his  meftsures  wero  <rflai  nthor  boij  aad 
0,  than  gerioutiy  huitliil ;  wmd  m  the  eon* 
i  of  a  pkn  reoulted  from  hb  aothrity  and 
Bj  he  was  still  vaeant  and  vestlev  after  the 
lad  been  taken  Ibr  Hs  ezeeotien,  and  gmm 
Tangled  it  by  his  impatieaee  to  witnoM  the 
if  his  wisdom ;  like  the  diUd  who  plants  a 
and  plueks  it  «p  when  it  haa  seawaly 
d,  to  see  how  it  Is  growiny.  Thua  it  huj^' 
that  many  of  hb  innovatkNM  "ware  deae 
>y  himself,  while  others  had  no  taadeaey  to 
I  any  change.  Those  whM  were  oppoaid, 
r  pushed  to  a  certain  length,  and  then  knew 
yield,  after  mischief  had  bera  done  by  the 
e  ;  but  few  of  them  survived  his  own  day ; 
sucli  as  anticipated,  by  a  slight  advance,  the 
cotirse  of  events.  Frederic,  on  the  other 
vas  not  [tlaced  iu  easy  circumstances;  he 
:ivc  from  necessity,  as  much  as  from  vanity ; 
I  an  adventurer,  whose  projects  must  be 
to  Aoine  account ;  not  an  idle  amateur,  who 
nise  liimself  with  forming  a  new  scheme 
16  othom  have  fkiled.  Although,  then,  like 
,  he  could  afford  his  designs  little  time  to 
^et  he  contrived  to  force  something  out  of 
y  new  applications  of  power  i  thus  bringing 
emature  conclusion  operations  in  theif  own 
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I  nature  violent  and  untimely.  Hence  bis  i 
'  ties,  like  hie  rival's  idle  iaipatimic«,  aUow 
pliuia  no  clionce  of  coining  to  |>«rfi>ctloii 
wliile  Joseph  destroj-ed  the  scheme  of  ye&to 
nuke  a  new  one,  Frederic  carried  it  fon-ili 
an  imperfect  execution  before  it  i 
k  Add  to  this,  that  the  power  of  tlie  Utter 

more  absolute, and  of  adescriptioQ  the  besl 
I  for  enforcing  detailed  commands,  be  wi 
I  enabled  to  carry  ihruugh  hie  retfulalitig  a 
fering  plans  against  whatever  opposition  ll>q 
',  nliilc  his  superior  finiiiites  of  id 
I  And  his  freedom  from  the  various  c 
principle  or  feeling  imposed  upon  the  I 
monareli,  prticluded  all  escape  bwa  tlt«  ri 
his  ailministraliun  by  any  oilier  tliaa  tn 
Thus,  ihc  coiise<]uences  of  his  too 
governing,  of  his  miserable  viev 
of  his  constant  errors  in  the  principlca  e 
niereial  legislation,  are  to  be  tmced  at  t 
through  the  various  departments  of  Uia  } 
stales.  Nor  can  it  be  asserted  in  the  pre 
stance,  that  the  powers  of  individual  iutisi 
sufficed  to  produce  their  natural  effects  upon 
industry  in  spile  of  the  sliackles  by  which 
been  fettered  and  cramped. 

The  intercourse  between  iheao  two  i 
which  took  place  al  Neiss,  in  1769,  was 
only  mcetint^i  they  liad  another  Ui«  ytfun 
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dt ;  and  here,  if  ever,  the  remark  of  Yol- 
roved  correct,  **  that  the  mieetings  of  Sove* 
are  perilous  to  thdr  subjects  ;**  for  here  was 
ed  that  execrable  crime  against  the  rights  of 
td  of  nations,  which  has  covered  the  memorj 
perpetrators  with  incomparably  less  infiuny 
ley  deserved,  the  Partition  of  Poland.  Al- 
i  Joseph's  mother  was  still  alive  and  suffered 
share  none  of  her  authority,  yet  this  nego*> 
,  in  which  he  undeniably  was  engaged,  de- 
him  of  all  pretext  for  withdrawing  from  his 
I  of  the  disgrace  which  so  justly  covers  the 
to  that  foul  transaction. 
s  certain,  however,  and  it  Is  a  melancholy 
that  this  abominable  enterprise  is  the  only 
*  all  the  Emperor's  undertakings  that  ever 
dcd.  His  less  guilty  attempt  in  Belgium, 
rmless  changes  in  Austria,  his  projects  of 
reform  in  Italy,  all  failed,  and  failed  signally, 
!  most  part  through  the  careless  and  unre- 
r  manner  in  which  he  formed  his  plans,  and 
It  of  patience  in  allowing  time  for  their  exe- 
II  is  absurd  fancy  of  being  crowned  King 
ngary  at  Vienna,  instead  of  Presburg,  and 
3rting  the  regalia  out  of  the  country,  without 
issibility  of  effecting  any  good  purpose,  of- 
the  national  pride  of  the  Hungarians,  and 
their  suspicions  of  further  designs  against 
ights  to  such  a  pitch,  that  for  the  rest  of  his 
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reiRn  lie  had  in  fiicouiiti-r  tbu  iippokitid 
upon  whnKJ  prutVL'tiau  hiH  innlhtir  IimI  t 
self  in  her  «xtTDniity,  uml  wlio  liad  awoi 
for  ihwr  Kinff  Maria  Therwa."  Hla  ] 
fufinc,  ami  iiuJcwl  liis  iitlompis  upon  r 
of  thd  Fluniirig*,  oniktl  in  nxviliug  »n- 
lion,  wliich  oonviiliied  tlie  NetlicrlaiHi* 
of  hla  duatli.  In  a  far  nobler  olDJMit  til 
fhilodtu  iixuivl,  anil  lii«  ill-digwtrd  and 
vatlans  ratUi-r  uonfirtntHl  Uiun  pxCirpati 
lie  witilied  tu  dcHtniy.  lli>  designed  lo  a 
Mnnoatcrles,  lo  prevent  Appeals  to  It< 
rttiiin  tlin  |Kmcr  nf  OrdinaLion  Mid  1 
within  tlic  ruitntry.  But  Im  prucrodod  , 
liidunite  a  manner  uit  to  rnite  uiiiveraal  ni 
all  clasaps  iif  tlie  Clei^y,  arid  uveti  IC 
I'opo  iinderiiike  a  journey  from  Ront 
viuw  of  turnitiij;  him  aside  I'rom  hla  | 
aliQwini;  their  daiij^ruiis  (.'On.>wiuRnMUL  , 
one  receptioD  wnH  all  the  Sovereign 
ceivcd  i  iind  after  his  return  to  Iluly,  U 
raniily  abolialied  Die  Diucesiin  .SttniinAi 
log;  only  five  or  tU  for  the  whole  nf  U)ii 
iuon»  [  npw  modelletl  the  limit*  of  llie  i( 
altered  tlie  witoln  Inw  of  naarriagv,  ffl 
tlie  lltot  time  iu  a  Catholic  oonnti-y,  tbi 
tUvorcc.  lie  removed  ut  the  mhud  Ijim 
Ihe  clmrrlief,  to  aliow  that  ud 
well  a*  i^rarcr  matlen,  punuj 
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rematttre  innovaUaBB,  and  tluU  he  was  ignorant 
be  great  rule  of  pcactical  wiidoai  in  govern* 
t,  whidi  ibrbids  us  to  hurt  ftiODg  and  genertl 
BgB  where  no  adequate  puipoie  if  to  he  Msrved* 
trifling  or  abeurd  aeever  the  edbriect  matter 
be  to  which  thoee  .feeliagi  relate*  The  re- 
al of  images,  howerer,  was  hr  from  the  most 
log  o£  the  details  into  which  he  thrust  ids  im^ 
ring  hand.  He  wearied  out  the  xlergy  as  weU 
heir  flocks  with  innumerable  regulations  toueb- 
fiwts,  processions,  ceremonies  of  the  Churdi, 
•ything,  as  has  been  well  observed^  with  wliieh 
dvil  power  has  the  least  right  to  meddle,  and, 
Jght  be  added,  everything  the  mxist  beneath  a 
ereif^n's  regard  :  so  that  Frederic  used  not  un- 
pily  to  ppeak  of  him  as  his  ^'  brother  the  Sex- 
'  (monfrere  le  Sacrislain),  Every  one  knows 
'  such  freaks  of  power,  the  growth  of  a  little 
d,  torment  and  irritate  their  objects  even  more 
1  they  lower  the  reputation  and  weaken  the 
lority  of  their  authors. 

[aving  formerly,  with  a  restlessness  so  foolish 
d  his  position  almost  to  be  criminal,  chosen  the 
neut  of  the  whole  of  his  people  being  flung  into 
iternation  by  his  measures,  as  the  fittest  oppor- 
ty  for  going  abroad  upon  a  tour  tlirough  France, 
TO  he  passed  some  months  in  envying  all  he 
,  and  being  mortified  by  its  superiority  to  his 
I  posse8»ioii5*,   novelty  being  no  cause  of  tl 


^umey,  for  he  had  bttcn  nil  over  that  fine  « 
rs  before— M>  now,  after  liavinit  t 
ne  ri)|ie't)  r«(|uml,and  prooeeded  still  tnoro  nm 
I  Ilia   ecolesinHticnl  clianges  Hince  tha  [ 
islt,  lin  cho3(!  to  rvturn  it  imninlintnlj'  nflM 

1  given  this  offence :  and  he  luissed  \tl» 
UtniD  in  v&ltily  endeavouring  to  obtain  then 
Ktion  of  Spniii  with  hii  project  for  encirnlf  tl 
'  tlig  nif  all  allegiance  to  tlifl  Holy  S«o. 
years  oiler,  Uiis  *anderitig  Cinperor  i 
UuMJa.  and  acconipanivd  Catherine 
-through  Ihe  soutliern  parts  of  hn  empire. 

'iili  n  Eovcrdgn  who  Riauntbltni  him  n 
id  no  more  ;  ehv  mu>  ilcvourtHl  by  ttitl 
Htltvi  pussion  fur  eelobrity,  and  in  her  i 
Idminlatrniion  undertook  everything  to  fial 
tUng:,  liow  ofltctivoly  soever  she  might  a 
|lt«  worwr  obJKti  of  her  rriinitial  nmbith 
L  witty  remark  nf  hi*  eniinfrttKl  wM 
i  l»  reeiirtlwt,  and  provci  BnfKciM 
■could  mark  in  aniither  what  he  waa  II 
F'tcc.t  iti  hitnitolf.     Hhe  liati  laid  the  fl 
tilty,  to  he  mUtxi  by  hin-  nume,  and  | 
J  falm   to   lay  (he  mmoiid.      "  1    hart 
gtfnishcd,"  mill    he,  "  a  grvU  work  H 

Slit)  laid  the  timl  atone  of  a  olty  ai 
e  loat)  all  in  one  day." 
'  His  «xeeeaive  adiiiimtion  of  Fr* 
prilh  Ilia  ihirat  of  mltilary  ^lory,  In  tl 
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n  1778,  had  the  efitet  of  neo* 

tmU^ng  'oadi  <Mh6i     He  preferred  eorreiponding 

tD  flgfaHng  with  his  f,  who  called  it  a  cam* 

pft%n  of  the'peo.    Under  xliation  of  France 

peaee  was  wfiecf^y  restor       a!    *  an  active  and 

r    Tigoroue  interchang  i  of  l  for  some  monthi, 

i   ited  with  no  other  :      It.    .    t  the  war  with  the 

Vmrkf,  into  which  (  therine  inreigled  him,  was  of 

*m  veiy  diiRsrent  cha  icter.    With  them  no  written 

;4lMnpoaltkms  eould  produce  any  efitot ;  and  a  series 

disasten  ensuedi  which  ended  in  the  enemy 

yiMna  its    \  after  overrunning  all  Lower 

It  'W«s  in  vain  that  he  endeavoured  to 

his  deftattd  troops,  or  win  baok  victory  to 

standard  by  the  most  indiscriminate  fieverity ; 

Stahiering  ofRcers  by  the  platoon,  and  shooting  men 

the  regiment,  until  at  length  old  Marsliul  Lnu- 

in'came  forth  from  his  retirement,  and  the  men, 

.itaimated  by  the  siglit  of  their  ancient  chief,  re* 

JiNrised  the  enemy,  resumed  the  off^ndve,  and  forced 

*^Dslgrade  to  capitulate  without  a  siege.     At  this 

Itical  moment,  and  ere  yet  ho  could  Uiste  the 

(ure,  to  him  so  novel,  of  success,  death  closed 

eyes  upon  the  ruin  of  his  afikirs  in  Belgiumi 

.  ^wir  inexi 

^^•tth  of  a 

^^f>m  he  was  tenderly  attached,  and  tlio  unwonted| 

^^liaps  unexpected,  gleam  of  prosperity  in   the 

iricish  campaign.     He  died  in  the  flower  of  his 


inextricable    embarrassment    at   home,   the 
.     sister-in-law  (first  wife  of  Leoi)()hl),  to 


k*  .<-k  *  t  V 
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j1  most  hurtful  to  the  state,  will  be  v/nged, 
any  fair  chance  of  avoiding  discomfiture 
jrace.  Hence  a  greater  curee  can  liardly 
ion  any  people  than  to  be  goveriierl  by  a 
n  whom  disproportioned  ambition,  or  pre- 
is  vanity,  is  only  supported  by  the  moderate 
'hich,  united  to  sound  principles,  and  under 
trol  of  a  modest  nature,  might  constitute 
fely  and  their  happiness.  For  it  ia  alto- 
iindeniable  that,  coo^dering  tlie  coniinon 
of  princes,  the  necessary  defecta  of  their 
in,  the  inevitable  tendency  of  their  station 
nder  habits  of  self-indulgence,  and  the 
ss  which  tliey  all  feel,  when  giAed  with  a 
capacity,  lo  seek  dominion  or  fame  by 
deeds,  tliere  is  for  more  Kafety  in  nations 
uled  by  Bovereigna  of  humble  talents,  if 
e  only  accompanied  with  an  ambition  pro* 
bly  modeiate. 


TVlS 


EiffBE^" 


cAtS-e^n" 
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Xhe  piofligacy  of  Elittbetiiy  then  on  the  throne  of 

llie  Giai%.  wtts  littlli  repugnant  to  the  orapulous 

Ufis  whieh. her  future  suoonKMr  led,  or  to  his  con« 

•CKrt  following  their  jeini  example.     The  yoiing 

tfide^  aooordingly^  toon  £1^  into  the  debauched 

iMfaitB  cf  the  ooufty  and  ahe  improved  upon  them  9 

fbr  ha^ing^  more  thair  onoe  cdianged  the  accom- 

Ittoee  of  her  adnlteroua  indulgencea,  almost  as 

niftljr  as  Elizabeth  did^  she  had  her  husband  mur^ 

bj  her  panimottr,  thatis^  the  person  fbr  the 

boldiog  the  office  of  pammour;  and  havti]|p» 

over;  the  guards  and:  the  mob  of  Peters^ 

,  siie  usurped  the  CEOwn  to  which  ahe  oould 

no  earthly  titku    To  Bolute.  the  reports 

t  were  current  and  to  satisfy  all  inquiries  as  to 

J  the  cause  of  Peter's  death,  she  ordered  his  body  to 

p4b0  exposed  to  public  view,  and  stationed  guards  to 

^s^revent  any  one  from  approaching  near  enough  to 

■^.-  ^w  the  livid  hue  which  the  process  of  strangling 

•    liad  spread  over  his  features. 

(   ^.  The  reign  thus  happily  begun,  was  continued  in 

'^  fbfb  constant  practice  of  debauchery  and  the  oqjcA" 

Monal  commission  of  convenient  murder.     Lover. 

fo'iAer  lover  was  admitted  to  the  embraces  of  the 

'y'fteasalinB,  of  the  North,  until  soldiers  of  the  guards 

.  .I^ere  employed  in  fittiguingan  appetite  which  could 

^  jHot  be  satiated.    Sometimes  the  fitvourite  of  the  day 

I^GOttld  be  raised  to  the  confidence  and  the  influence 

prime  minister;  but  after  a  while  he  ceased  to 


yhtac  at  the  {miminuur,  thouttli  he  retained  bii 
mitiinU'riul  runctiunii.  One  of  tli«  princes  of  Ibt 
blood  hftving  l>cen  pitched  od  by  n  party  to  be 
llivir  leader,  was  thrown  into  prUon;  and  «bm 
tbe  xoil  uf  lliat  party  put  forward  pretencos  to  (ht 
8  behalf,  tho  imperial  Jt«ebel  Lad  b 
mlertd  in  hb  dungeon  as  the  ahorteat  way  li 
miiiating  all  ruutroversy  on  his  account,  and  oQ 
^nHuinesi.  Tb«  meiliocrjty  of  her  son  Paul'*  U- 
leula  gave  hor  no  uuibrage,  especially  joined  10  titt 
eccentricity  of  Ids  nature,  atui  hia  li&  waa  BparnL 
llnil  hu  given  liis  tigrtiss-niollier  a  moment's  alarai, 
Le  would  siii<edily  have  followMl  his  unhappy  &tbw 
to  the  regions  wliere  profligacy  and  parrioide  at 
unknown. 

Although  Catherine  was  thus  almndoiied  is  lU 
Iter  indulgciic(.>s  and  unscrupulous  in  choostn^  ti* 
mcnna  of  gratifying  her  ambition  eepeolully,  y<t 
d  she  not  give  herself  up   to  either  tbe  one  bl 
F  vice  or  the  other,  either  to  cruelty  or  to  li 
r^tb  the  weakness  which  in  little  minds  lends  Ui 
abominable  propennities- an  entire  and  undividtti 
control.     Iter  lovers  never  were  her  rulers ;  her 
licentiousness  interfered  not  with  her  public  con- 
duct: her  cruelties  were  not  numerous  and  wnntoni 
not  the  rexult  of  caprice  or  the  oci'iijiatiun  of  » 
wicked  and  tnalignant  nature,  but  the  expedient!, 
Jifce  unjustifiable,  lVteifl\«»v^\e*>.v»iienta,  low 
■kfaud  recourB6w\ievva.st«aA«[v^«^^'«'»> 


ipruieno,    . 
.lowUdJ 
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The  historian  who  would  fully  record  the  life  of  the 
Czarina,  roust  deform  bis  page  with  profligacy  and 
with  crimes  that  resemble  the  disgusting  annals  of 
ibe  CsBsars :  but  the  blot  would  be  occasional  only, 
mud  the  darlsness  confined  to  a  hw  pages,  instead  of 
blackening  the  whole  volume,  as  it  does  that  of 
Tacitus  or  Suetonius ;  for  she  had  far  too  great  a 
mind  to  be  enslaved  by  her  passions  or  merely  mis* 
ehievous  in  her  feelings,  although  the  gusts  of  the 
one  carried  her  away,  and  what  of  the  other  was 
ftmlable  had  far  too  little  force  to  resist  the  thirst 
Jbr  dominion,  which,  with  the  love  of  indulgence, 
ed  the  governing  motive  of  lier  conduet. 
Her  capacity  was  of  an  exalted  order.  Her  judg- 
Viient  was  clear  and  sure;  her  apprehension  extraor- 
';  ^Unarily  quick  ;  her  sagacity  penetrating ;  her  pro- 
■"^idence  and  circumspection  comprehensive.  To 
r,  hesitation,  vacillation,  she  was  an  utter 
nger ;  and  the  adoption  of  a  design  was  with 
.  its  instant  execution.  But  her  plans  difTered 
^^^Idely  from  those  of  her  companion  Joseph  II.,  or 
■•ven  of  her  neighbour  Gustavus  III.  They  re- 
^^mbled  far  more  those  of  her  long-headed  accom* 
f^l  ice  of  Prussia.  They  were  deeply  laid  in  general, 
P^^  for  the  most  part  well  digested ;  formed  as  to 
J*^ir  object  with  no  regard  to  principle,  but  only 
her  aggrandisement  and  glory;  framed  as  te 
r  execution  with  no  regard  to  the  rights,  or 
cy  for  the  sufferings  of  her  fellow-creatures. 


„.,*  «p»"  r™^  ,,,1.6. "  '^'  a 

^„«.t    deCi^'lS    •  ,„^  ..0. 
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in  1794— 4tll  these  sohemet  of  her  vlgorouB  and 

dating  policy  formed  a  itiaqge  coDtrait  with  those 

dbuUitione  of  chiUiish  vanityi   whioh   laid   the 

Ibundatioa  of  cities  in  adeserti  never  to  be  finished 

nor  ever  built  above  the  comer-stone ;  or  assem- 

|iled  upon  her  route  through  the  wastes  of  her  em- 

k    fhe  thousands  of  half<naked  savages  and  clothed 

^  them  with  dresses  to  be  tianiqported  in  the  night 

and  serve  the  next  day's  show,  while  she  was  making 

'H  progress  through  her   barren,  unpeopled  do- 

'^^>#Mins ;  or  made  the  shells  of  houses  be  raised  one 

If  along  the  road  where  she  was  to  pass,  destined 

week  after  to  tumble  In  premature  but  inevi- 

ruins ;  or  collected  groupsof  peasants  where 

»ne  could  subsist,  and  had  these  same  groups  car- 

^     tied  on  in  the  night  to  greet  her  next  day  with  an- 

B^Cyther  false  semblance  of  an  impossible  population 

"^P^ia  another  waste.     Nor  was  there  much  more  rea- 

■■■fc^Kty  in  her  councils  of  lawgivers  to  prepare  a  Code 

**^  Jbr  her  vast  empire,  and  her  Iiistructions,  supposed 

^Vto  be  written  by  herself,  for  guidiug  their  delibera- 

^^itl«>ns  and  assisting  their  labours.     But  then  slie  had 

lived  to  be  the  Semiramis  of  the  North ;  she 

iust   both    be   the    Conqueror  of  Empires,   the 

'ounder  of  Cities,  and  the  Giver  of  Laws.     But 

it  was  incomparably  more  easy  for  an  absolute 

ivereiiTu  at  tlie  head  of  forty  millions  of  slaver 

ibjects,  with  a  vast,  impregnablci  almost  u 

ihable  dominioui  if  ruled  by  no  princip 

l3 
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rt's  library ;  patronised  the  illuttriout  Euier,  and 
ftdiied  others  of  less  fiune  by  admitting  them  to 
i  fiuniliar  society  of  a  great  monarch;  but  she 
ID  had  abilities  and  informatimi  enough  to  relish 
Bir  conversation,  and  to  bear  her  part  in  it  upon 
arl  J  equal  terms.  She  had  the  manly  sense,  too, 
fiur  superior  to  the  demeanour  of  Frederic  and 
B  other  spoilt  children  of  royal  nurseries,  that  no 
each  of  etiquette,  no  unbecomii^  fiuniliarity  of 
r  lettered  guests  ever  offended  her  pride,  or 
need  her  official  dignity  ibr  an  instant  Diderot 
•d  to  go  so  fiir  in  the  heat  of  ailment  as  to 
ip  her  on  the  shoulder  or  knee  with  the  ^^  em" 
wiement**  of  a  French  ^^ioiwmi^^  and  he  only 
Kited  a  smile  in  the  well-natured  and  truly  supe- 
Mr  person  whose  rank  and  even  sex  he  had  for 
le  moment  forgotten.  Her  writings,  too,  are  by 
>  means  despicable ;  but  the  difficulty  of  ascer- 
hing  that  any  work  published  by  an  Empress- 
Snant  proceeds  from  her  own  pen  deprives  cri- 
tlsm  of  all  interest  as  connected  with  her  literary 
Citation.  The  most  Important  of  her  boolcs,  in- 
bd,  her  Instructions  to  the  Commission  for  com- 
bing a  Code  of  Laws,  published  in  1770,  makes 
Ue  or  no  pretension  to  originality,  as  whatever  it 
»  of  value  is  closely  copied  from  the  work  of 
lecaria.  The  great  variety  of  her  subjects  is  cal- 
lated  to  augment  our  suspicions  that  she  made 
ioks  as  she  made  war,  by  dqmty— by  orders  from 


tflATtSMKH  ur  TIKK 
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bdi«lf,  alteaijild  upou  licr  I 
miRfat  ■ub«erl  a  throne  fouiMlad 
wf  law,  khiI  forlitiwl  by  numfy 
Oitlii-riite  iiail  uu  Miuuer  aiuited  iipo 
Ui«  Cian>  tiian  all  her  diffioultlai 
oaco  only  or  twice,  diiriDg;  licr  Kl| 
Utinj  and  fortf  yotn,  tros  she  vrc 
any  ikriiiu  d1'  tt  (.'ompeliliuu  fiir  faa 
due  to  tile  EugtUliwuiimii,  (hat  bctri 
nuB  and  clemency  coinbiiied  aliould  ' 
tlii!w  iiiiiowaril  c  ire  urns  Cunroi.  Ho 
own  sartily  iii^cd  liio'  tu  adupt  any  cr 
or  la  cuiuult  licr  cevurity  by  luilaWf 
did  ihe  ever  bu[  unce  seek  n  jubIU 
leM  conduct  ill  llie  extraonlinary  i 
■Ten  dung<>r8  of  her  position.  CaUn 
walkiid  Id  Bupremti  powtrovor  berhti 
(wnly  defended  her  sceptre  by  the  mi 
which  had  enabled  h«r  to  grasp  i 
Instance  in  which  UltzubL-th  sluid  i 
ftiT  her  own  safety,  admitted  of  exl 
could  not  be  Jiutitied,  by  tlie  coiW| 
against  her  life ;  and  tlie  tim«  she  ll 
ing  OH^ossi nation  perilous,  inttead  at 
rival  in  a.  duugeon,  she  at  least  braug 
openly  into  a  court  of  iin|iiiry,  and 
judged,  executed,  under  colour  af  I 

p  of  the  world. 

f-oae  ibiog,  fliv^'u 
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iwoman  to  the  GeiimaD  miu^t  be  ad- 
[4  and  this  arose  from  liie  di£ferent  circum- 
of  the  two  SovereigiiSy  and  the  fed>ler 
rity  with  which  the  former,  was  invested* 
her  whole  reign  she  waaa  dissembler,  a 
ler,  a  hypocrite.  Whether  in  steering  her 
way  between  rival  sects,  or -in  acoommo- 
herself  to  conflicting  Actions,  or  in  pursuing 
she  had  resolved  to  follow  amidst  the 
pins  opinions  of  the  people,,  she  ever  displayed 
fgne  of  cunning  and  fidthlessness  which  it  is 
Ipible  to  contemplate  without  disgust,.  But  if 
Hbe  any  one  passage  of  her  li&  which  calls 
^this  sentiment  more  than  another,,  it  is  her 
conduct  respecting  the  execution  of  Mary 
Urt — her  hateful  duplicity,  her  execrable  trea- 
ty towards  the  instruments  she  used  and  sacri- 
I,  her  cowardly  skulking  behind  those  instru- 
Its  to  escape  the  censures  of  the  world.  This 
.  the  crowning  act  of  a  whole  life  of  despicable 
id  and  hypocrisy ;  and,  from  the  necessity  of 
nrting  to  this,  Catherine's  more  absolute  power 
her  free :  not  that  the  Empress's  hbtory  is  un- 
ompanied  with  traits  of  a  like  kind.  When  her 
ops  had  sacked  the  suburbs  of  Warsaw,  and  con- 
amated  the  partition  of  Poland  by  the  butchery 
thousands  of  her  victims,  she  had  the  blasphe- 
U8  effrontery  to  celebrate  a  Te  Deum  in  the 
tropolitan  cathedral,  and  to  promulgate  an  acU 
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L'diTsx  tn  the  people,  profes^ng    ' 
I  fhem  tlio  tender  fwlliigs  of  a  moilior  1 
f  offitpring."     It  %-exea  thn  fiiith  of  piotu  t 
!  witnoax  scenes  like  tlic«e,  and  noi  hm>  thm 
I   Uenven  descend  to  smile  tliv  guilty  aiul  ii 

III  the  whole  conduct  of  their  leBpectiTc  g( 

ments  it  woiitd  be  Imnl  lu  find  a  grratrr  c 

th&n  is  exhibited  by  these  two  (kmuit*  prin 

Wliilo  Catherine  sacrifieod  over;lliln|{  lo  o 

show  in    her   domestic  ndmiiiiacmiion,  EH 

[  looked  ever  and  only  to  tlie  sulMtancn ;  Ao 

I  caring  nothing  how  her  people  fared  or  her 

I  were  nd ministered,  so  slie  hiul  the  appean 

I  splendour  and  filled  the  world  with  her  ti 

\  latter,  intent  upon  the  greatcat  service  i 

f  sovereign  in  her  circuraHlniicei  could  perlfan 

■Haying  the  religious  dissensions  that  dislnel 

classM  of  Iter  subjects,  and  maintaining  her  < 

independent  of  nil   foreign  dictation.     Am 

the  scqilre    over   a    barbarous    people   sol 

(hroiigli  a  boundless  desert,  CatlieriiiD  fioii 

most  formidable  obstacles   iip{>09ed    by  nal 

what  ivns  obvionsly    prescribed    by    the  d 

I   stances  of  her  position  aa  her  first  dnty,  ihS' 

Ing  among  her  rndo  subjects  tlut  bhrssings  oT 

I  Wion  ;  but  desirous  only  of  the  fame  whlHi 

I  be  reaped  from  sudden  opemtions,  and 

rogreas  by  which  natural  i 
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;  ever  proceed,  she  overcame*  not  those  ob« 
es,  and  left  her  country  in  the  state  in  which 
>u1d  Iiave  been  whoever  had  filled  her  place, 
needing  to  the  throne  of  a  nation  torn  by  iac- 
and  ruled  by  a  priesthood  at  once  tyrannical 
intolerant,  Elizabeth,  by  wise  forbearance, 
3d  to  perfect  steadiness  of  purpose,  by  a  judi* 
i  use  of  her  influence  wheresoever  her  eye,  in- 
intly  watchful,  perceived  that  her  interposition 
d  help  the  right  cause,  above  all,  by  teaching 
sect  that  she  would  be  the  servant  of  neme 
e  disposed  to  be  the  friend  of  all,  and  would 
her  support  to  that  fidth  which  her  conscience 
oved  without  suffering  its  professors  to  qppress 
3  of  rival  creeds,  left  her  country  in  a  state  of 
e  at  home  as  remarkable  and  as  beneficial  as 
respect  which  her  commanding  talents  and  de- 
lined  conduct  imposed  on  foreign  nations, 
he  aggrandisement  of  the  Russian  empire  dur- 
Datherinc's  time,  at  once  the  monument  of  her 
t  crimes  and  the  source  of  the  influence  ever 
i  exerted  by  her  successors  over  the  afiairs  of 
>pe,  has  been  felt  by  all  the  other  powers  as 
just  punishment  of  their  folly  in  permitting 
nd  to  be  despoiled,  and  by  none  more  than 
i  who  were  the  accomplices  in  that  foul  trans* 
n.  It  is  almost  the  only  part  of  her  adminis- 
jn  that  remains  to  sig^nalise  her  reign ;  but  as 
as  mankind  persist  in  preferring  for  the  tub* 
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B8  of  a  most  aeoompliAed  and  TmerMe  peim^ 
it  of  a  fonner  age,  and  ibrtmuitely  fdll  prHerred 

the  present  (1836),  has  peimltted  the  intertkn 
ring  interesting  note  :— 
nstance  attended  Lord  Chadmi^  doqiient  to- 
nst  our  employment  of  the  Indians  in  flie  Ame- 
¥hich  we  have  not  handed  down  to  ns  along 

which  could  hardly  fail  to  be  noticed  at  the 
very  same  thing  had  been  done  in  the  Ibrmer 

on  in  Canada  by  his  authority  and  under  his 
ate  superintendence ;  the  French  had  arrayed  a 
sc  savage  warriors  against  ns,  and  we,  without 
ayed  another  agunst  them.  This  he  thought 
n  the  most  poeitive  manner,  although  the  mi- 
■cd  to  produce  documents  written  by  himself 

it  from  among  the  papers  at  the  Secretary's 
'arm  debate  ensued,  and  at  length  Lord  Am- 
eneral  who  had  commanded  our  troops  in  that 
ar,  was  so  loudly  appealed  to  on  all  ddes,  that 
1  him  to  rise,  and,  most  unwillingly  (for  he 
ected  Lord  Chatham),  fidter  out  a  few  words ; 
rcver,  to  acknowledge  the  fact— a  fact  admitted 
nd  even  assumed  by  the  opposition  lords  who 
rards.  They  seemed  to  lay  the  question  qidetlj 
I  it  concerned  Lord  Chatham't  yeradtj,  and 


wily  iBfdsted  npon  the  difTereuea  tetween  llw  !< 
the  one  foreigD,  tlie  other  civil ;  argiuug  aim 
inigbl  have  been  ander  Eome  necesaitj'  of  aiag  n 
uBoe  the  French  certEunly  first  began  lite  p 
abhorred.  The  Annual  Register  for  I T  77  ftttv 
Burke  took  the  ame  coartu  in  the  House  of  C 

"  Upon  hearing  irbat  had  passed  in  the  Uuuh 
Lord  Bute  eicUimed  with  asloniibnient — '  Did  t 
deny  il?— Why,  I  bav>;  tellen  of  bil  stall  by  m 
In  Poubs  over  the  advantages  we  guiueil  tlirt 
Indian  ailiea.'  Could  what  he  thus  taid  hi 
Kben  it  Has  nlroost  a  Bolilo(|uy  spoken  rather  L^m 
bis  wife  and  daagbters,  llie  only  peisow  p 
Icllers  he  mentioned  were  probably  neither  o, 
fidenlial,  but  such  conunon  uoleB  as  might  pM 
bitu  and  Lord  Chatham  while  still  upon  n 
intimacy. 

''  It  must  be  observed  that,  in  ITTT.  Lord  BnU. 
ViilhdraWo  from  all  polilioil  connexions,  Urtd  ■ 
tirement,  and  had  no  intarwurse  whulevct  wltki 
then  in  power." 


II. 

Tbb  fbllowing  very  Inl^resliiig  letter  u  tram  'dm 
and  onlysnniTing  danghlerof  Lord  North.    All 
npon  lis  merits  or  its  valae  is  supcrfinous : — 
"  Mi  dgjUi  Lord  Bbouoiiam, 
"You  meniioDed  to  tne  the  ether  tiigiit  ym 
of  wri^ng  the  character  of  my  lolher,  to  be  pll 
some  other  characters  of  the  statesmen  of  tha  1 
that  yoo  are  preparing  (or  the  press,  and  at  dw 
staled  the  dilGcult;  of  describing  a  nun  of  «hd 
bad  no  personal  knowledge.     This  anvenM. 
duoed  me  to  cast  back  my  mind  to  the  daj**  tt 
tl  and  early  youth,  that  1  maj  give  yun  i 
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•  of  my  fiuher't  private  lift  as  tlioeo  recollections  "will 
rd. 

Lord  North  was  bom  in  April)  1733;  he  was  educated 
Bton  school,  and  then  at  Trinity  College,  Oxford;  and 
completed  his  academical  stupes  with  the  reputation  of 
ig  a  very  accomplished  and  elegant  classical  scholar^ 
then  passed  three  years  upon  the  Continent,  residing 
sessively  in  Germany,  Italy,  and  France,  and  acquiring 
languages  of  those  countries,  particularly  of  the  last, 
spoke  French  with  great  fluency  and  correctness ;  this 
uirement,  together  with  the  obsenrations  he  had  made 
n  the  men  and  numners  of  the  countries  he  had  visited, 
«  him  what  Madame  de  Stael  called  Vegprii  £karop^en^ 
i  enabled  him  to  be  as  agreeable  a  man  in  Paris,  Naples, 
i  Vienna  as  he  was  in  London.  Among  the  lighter  ac- 
Bplishments  he  acquired  upon  the  Continent  was  that  of 
lebg :  I  have  been  told  that  he  danced  the  most  graceftil 
met  of  any  young  man  of  his  day:  this,  I  must  own, 
prised  me,  who  remember  him  only  with  a  corpulent 
vy  figure,  the  movemeuts  of  which  were  rendered  more 
(ward  and  were  impeded  by  his  extreme  near-sighted- 
I  before  he  became  totally  blind.  In  his  youth,  how- 
r,  his  figure  was  slight  and  slim ;  his  face  was  always 
&,  but  agreeable,  owing  to  its  habitual  expression  of 
irfulness  and  good  humour ;  though  it  gave  no  indication 
he  brightness  of  his  understanding. 
Soon  after  his  return  to  England,  at  the  age  of  twentj-- 
)e,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Speck,  of  Whitelackington 
k,  Somersetshire,  a  girl  of  sixteen ;  she  was  plain  in  her 
ion,  but  had  excellent  good  sense ;  and  was  blessed  with 
(olar  mildness  and  pUicidity  of  temper.  She  was  also 
deficient  in  humour,  and  her  convdrsational  powers  were 
no  means  contemptible ;  but  she,  like  the  rest  of  the 
rid,  delighted  in  her  husband's  conversation,  and  being 
nature  shy  and  indolent,  was  contented  to  be  a  happy 
mer  during  his  life,  and  after  his  death  her  spirits  were 


«t(b  (acb  iillMr  «l 

HhI  I  doo'I  kneir,  bnt  1  md  ran*  lhn«  Bcnn 

liapp}  nninn  Uuui  tlxln  iJartug  ihi?  iliiHj-vla 

l1  look,  nr  bm 

via  u  nnabiilrd,  u  hrr  lore  nnd  Bdiuiratiiiu  i 
"  Lord  North  cbhh-  lirto  oAcc  Unl.  «  oar  < 
tin*  TrvMnrit.  I  ■•rricifr,  »lioul  Ih*  ynt  ITf.a, 
wa  aippainMd  u  oar  ot  the  Joinl 
h*  hemnc-  <  Ihnncwliur  of  iho  Kichi-qucr.  aod 
•IVr  F;r(  Lnr^  of  thp  Tmiurv.  Ha  D«<wr< 
ID  lo  call  lilm  Vrline  Minitter,  Mj-lsg, dien* 
iMng  in  the  British  Canitjtalion.  th  onlki 
IhlrtcTO  fiin  t  iluriiiK  thr  tbrre  lad  )■«  «M  ■ 
In  rrtirv,  tiut  h*  taflVrvl  hioiwlf  ta  lia  wa 
tnmnl  fntrratin  of  George  Itl.  Ilul  b*  A* 
')),  tbe  dvcllDinK  nmjorili**  la  tlat  Om 
mom  mnilc  it  nidml  iIibI  Uicre  mufi  he  ■  <1m^ 
Vj,  aud  the  Kinji:  «M  nlilip*)  rdnrttottr'tt 
ivipn.'^mi.  Tilt*  win  a  frrrai  rclivf  to  bli 
althcH^li  t  do  nut  bcliFve  thjl  my  Oiilwr  atar 
any  dnnM  w  in  ihp  )n*lico  of  t>U'  Anwiicaa  •) 
*UF«  thai  b*  *i«btd  to  liatv  niailc  jitaac  ffam  j 
la  Iit11iii«tiiiii.      I  prrAclIy  r«ollcM  iIm  «ad 
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rven  ytan  old,  and  hfltring  In  tibt  irnntry  tbt 
Di  of  the  women  about '  My  Lord's  going  out  of 
isn  the  power  of  making  their  hnubands  tide- 
thought  going  out  of  power  nmtt  be  aead  things 
11  the  ftunily  were  crasy  to  r(||olee  at  hi 
lardly  neeettary  to  my  that  Lord  North  waa  per- 
Q  handed  and  pure  in  money  mattin»  and  that  ha 
a  poorer  man  than  when  he  eaaM  faHo  It    Uli 
ig  still  liYing  at  that  time,  hie  Ineoma  would  hnva 
■ovided  for  the  education  and  malnlmaoa  of  his 
en,  and  for  the  support  of  his  habUnali  thooih 
ious  hospitality,  but  the  oAoe  of  Lord  Warden  of 
,e  Ports  beooming  yaoant,  the  King  eonfomd  It 
His  drcumstanoes,  by  this  mmm,  baeaaa  ade» 
is  wishes,  as  he  had  no  expenslfis  tasMb  ar  kfva  of 
;  but  he  was  thoroughly  llbaral»  «id  hnd  gnat 
;  in  social  interoouras^  whioh  tftn  In  Ihosa  days 
o  bti  had  without  expense.    Lord  Nor^  did  not 
it)  lie  out  of  office,  the  much  oritioised  Coalition 
ice  the  year  following,  1783.    The  prorerbsays, 
Y  ac<iuaints  us  with  strange  bedfellows  t'  It  is  no 
hat  d'lHlike  of  a  third  party  reoonciles  adTersaries. 
brother  was  a  Whig  by  nature^  and  an  enthuai- 
irer  of  Mr.  Fox ;   he,  together  with  Mr.  Adam, 
Men  (ailer wards  Lord  Auckland),  were,  I  believe, 
promoters  of  the  Coalition.    My  mother,  1  re- 
was  averse  to  it,  not  that  she  troubled  her  head 
g  a  Tory  or  a  Whig,  but  she  frared  It  would  oom- 
ler  husband's  political  consistency.    I  do  not  pro- 
ve any  opinion  upon  this  subject,  having  been  too 
the  time  to  form  any,  and  smoe  I  grew  up  1  have 
Bcn  too  decided  a  Whig  myself  to  ba  a  fhlr  Judge. 
istry,  in  which  Mr.  Fox  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Lord  North  of  the  Home  OiBoa,  and  the  Duke  of 
of  the  Treasury,  lasted  but  a  fow  monlhat  In  17S4 
began  his  long  administration.    My  flrther,  after 

II.  M 


he  vu  ont  of  office,  sltended  Parliamrac  w 
EpakH  aud  tottnl,  inilupeailent  of  the  Dpinkms 
nlUca  [  but  dris  nnuie  no  difiereoce  in  ihe  t 
their  ^ieodabip,  irhich  remiuued  nairop^i^  hj 
his  liie. 

"  I  will  DOW  attempt  to  give  j'on  mjr  impfea 
father's  style  of  coDvenatitm  nod  chstaeter  In 
Hia  wit  wu  of  the  moet  gennioK  and  playlU  it 
laMd  (namil)  remarkably  well,  and  liked  mam 
literary  sabjecB ;  yet  so  completely  were  Oil  i 
diuDti  mixed  Bad  smalgnmaud  by  good  tu 
would  neviir  hare  deGcribed  bim  as  a  saycr  ol 
u  tidier  of  good  Elories,  or  as  8  man  of  liDnal 
iiuw  agrepalile  member  of  Eociely  and  imly  del 
panion.  Hil  mHimerB  were  thoce  of  a  bigb-teri 
parDcolarly  easf  and  naturat ;  indeed,  gaud  I 
so  marked  a  pan  of  his  character,  that  it  ««itU 
nlKvtntioD  in  him  to  hnvo  been  oihenrisr  ih« 
With  such  good  tute  and  good  brprdia^  bb  n 
not  fait  to  be  of  the  best  ton — always  miMftii 
wounding,  ile  wu  the  least  fnslidiom  of  BKI 
tlte  hHppy  art  nf  extnicliDg  any  good  that  tbx 
exinuireA  out  of  anybody.  He  never  itoitld  Ml 
call  people  borra ;  and  1  rCTnembiir  lh<3 
Ilie  bmily,  wben,  after  a  tediont  visil  from  • 
■nd  empty  man,  he  exclaimed.  'Well,  thu  n 
suffersble  bore  1'  He  used  fre(|uonlly  lo  ln«e  1 
of  fbreigneis  and  disdnguished  persona  to  din* 
Buthf  Park.  He  wai  himself  the  lUb  aial  a 
pirliet.  To  have  seen  bim  then,  yon  iroukl  la 
lie  was  there  in  his  Inie  element.  Y«!4  I  llijnil' 
roily  more  mjc^ment  wkm  he  went  Into  die  t 
Saturday  and  Suaday,  witb  only  bis  own  ftuidl 
two  intimnte  fHends:  he  thvu  entertid  into  aU  f 
f^D  of  bit  ebildrcDi  was  the  companion  and  itU! 
ef  bU  elder  tons  and  dsughlan,  wid  the  iiieitj;i 
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fftlloir  of  hi«  littte  girl,  who  wai  fhre  jean  jouoger 
a  any  of  the  others.  To  hit  fervaats  he  waa  a  moat 
i  and  indalgent  master :  if  provoked  by  atnpiditjr  or  im- 
dnenoe,  a  few  hasty,  impatieiit  words  might  escape  him; 

I  never  saw  him  really  out  (f  humour.  He  had  a 
aken,  stupid  groomt  who  osed  to  provoke  him;  and 
Di  fhnn  this  uncommon  dreomstanoe,  was  called  hj  the 
Idren  *  the  man  that  puts  papa  in  a  pasrion  {  and  I  think 
continued  all  his  life  putting  papa  in  a  passion,  and  being 
Hven,  for  I  believe  he  died  in  his  sendee. 
'In  the  year  1787  Lord  North's  nght  began  rapidly  to 
t  him,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  he  became 
l&y  blind,  in  consequence  of  a  palsy  on  the  opdc  nerve. 
I  nerves  had  always  been  very  exdtaUe,  and  it  is  pro- 
le that  the  anxiety  of  mind  which  he  snfllired  daring 
'  ttisttccessful  contest  with  America,  still  more  ten  his 
iMary  application  to  writing,  broaght  on  this  calamity, 
iah  he  bon;  with  the  most  admirable  patience  and  resig- 
On ;  nor  did  it  affect  his  general  cheerfulness  in  society. 

the  privation  of  all  power  of  dissipating  his  mind  by 
^ard  objects  or  of  solitary  occupation  could  not  fail  to 
luce  at  tiniefl  extreme  depression  of  spirits,  especially  as 

malady  proceeded  from  the  disordered  state  of  his 
res.  These  fits  of  depression  seldom  occurred,  except 
mg  Hleeplcss  nights,  when  my  mother  used  to  read  to 
y  until  he  was  amused  out  of  them,  or  put  to  sleep. 
In  the  evenings,  in  Grosvenor-square,  our  house  was  the 
irt  of  tlie  t)eKt  company  that  London  afforded  at  that 
I.      Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  liurke,  Mr.  Sheridan,  occasionally; 

Lord  Stormont,  I>ord  John  Townshend,  Mr.  Windham, 
James  Krskine,  afterwards  Ivord  Rosslyn,  his  uncle, 
I  Lord  Loughl)orough,  habitually  frequented  our  draw- 
4ioom :  these,  with  various  young  men  and  women,  his 
ldren*s  friends,  and  whist-playing  ladies  for  my  mother, 
l|ileted  the  society.  My  fbther  always  liked  the  com- 
y  of  young  people,  especially  of  yoong  women  who  were 

M  2 


la  bin  b;  tanu,  wnMe  faia  letKn,  led  tarn  i 
wan  tiU  oonmnt  wmfnifBi*, 

"  In  1 79:1  Ilia  hvslih  ^Kgaa  to  decline  t 
andbbifipctiif ;  hii  leg*  iTtllnl,  ukI  ijn 
appBTEnC  AI  Ian,  ufter  a  pecaliul} 
qoettiaaed  bis  &imd  and  phjRciaa,  Dr. ' 
bim  DOI  to  conceal  tlw  oaA :  the  rasolt  wi 
KB  onmed  ibat  «&ter  bul  formed  npcm  t 
coald  oot  live  numy  days,  sod  tbat  a  (ew  Ii 
He  reeemd  llui 
witb  ficmius  ind  piooa  resigiutuin,  bat  il  I 
(be  tefeiul}  Bod  cheerfUD«9s  of  bu  nnnnei 
boor,  duriag  the  remuaing  ten  iajt  of  ba 

Hr.  JqIbi  RobioMD  (c 
ffaf^alcAir)  ud  Lord  AockloDd  i: 
being  ibe  oclj  ti 
bad  burl  uid  offeitdcd  h 
ccniiall;.  ■; 
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airwl  to  have  t!ie  French  newspaper*  read  to  him, 
.1  dme  they  were  filled  with  alarming  iymptomg  of 
Tors  tiutt  shortly  after  GnGU«d.  Upon  hearing  them, 
I,  'I  Bin  going,  anil  thankful  I  am  that  I  shall  not 
!  the  Bimrch;  and  bloodshed  whiah  will  soon  Dver- 
Ihat  unhappy  coimtrj."  He  eipired  on  the  5th  of 
t,  1792. 

rd  North  was  a,  truly  pious  Chrisliaoj  and  (although 
is  political  viev  of  the  subject)  1  believe  that  one  of 
X  spetchts  he  made  in  ParlinjoeDt  was  against  th« 
of  lilt  Ttsl  Act,  jei  bis  religion  was  (jniti;  free  from 
T  or  iutulerauce,  and  consisted  mon^  in  the  IxBuliful 
if  Christian  bencvulenct^  than  in  outward  and  formal 
uiccs.  His  character  in  pritale  life  was,  t  believe, 
Itless  as  that  of  aay  humiui  being  can  be ;  and  those 
I  of  bis  public  life  which  appear  to  have  been  the 
oesUonable,  proceeded,  I  uu  entirely  convinced,  from 
>De  must  own  was  a  weakness,  though  not  an  nnami- 
le,  and  whirh  followed  him  Ihrough  his  life,  the  want 
«r  toreuat  the  influence  ofthoMheloved. 

"  My  dear  Lord, 
"  Gratefully  and  sincerely  yonrt, 
Grttn-slrirl,  "  Chablottb  Limdut. 

MOn/Ihe  imh,  1839." 


Eliiabtlh't  Cawfuct  to  Maty,  Qaen  if  Seett.* 
diole  subject  of  Mary's  eondnct  haa  been  involved  in 
iversy,  chiefly  by  the  partisans  of  the  Home  of  Btnart 

hi*  Appendix  has  been  added  in  deference  to  the  tog- 
n  of  a  friend,  whose  soond  judgment  and  correct  laM 
titled  to  command  all  respect,  and  who  considered  thit 
tnit  view  would  be  given  of  EUizabeth'f  floodoct  if  u 
so  ware  made  to  the  ikMch  in  tba  tazL 


/ 


after  the  BeiolatioD,  >nil  somoirluit  slso  by  the  ■ 
of  &e  Catholic  party  in  lioih  EiiglsiKl  utd  8M 
her  {Mrtns  an  enemy  or  the  Bcbminl  t^^tm, 
emiiuet  tovinlE  her  has  »Iki  hi  ■  eimriilenbli 
mnde  the  subject  cfpolitiml  d'lspuuitliiii.    BmI 

he  afBrmul  Ih&t  IliKre  are  uertuu  tacH^ 
ilouUod.  which  bd«il  ceu  (lie  moat  violmt 
both  IhiHe  PriBceGses  have  sll  nloug  ailn 
(end  to  thrair  a  gr^at,  though  curcuulj  ■  *ccy 
gree  of  blsme  npoo  both.— Lei  us  first  of  all 
qowtionfd  bets. 

I.  It  is  certain  thatDamlej,  Mary's  KOond  1 
bull;  nmrdered.  and  equally  certain  that 
nUt;  mspKted,  nnd  wa;  apenl;  charged,  w  M 
in  the  monler,  if  not  the  cuatriver  of  the  crimti 

3.  Yet  it  is  equally  certain  that,  instead  ef 
active  steps  to  bring  the  perpetraWn  lo  pimialiin 
both  bj  (oujugal  dnlr  and  hj  >  jtui  denie  to 
ttaia  aSbied  lu  her  character,  EhesHowed  a  aei 
■o  take  place  which  oainged  tnrj  piimsipli 
vhile  she  refuEed  i«mias  the  tkthcr'B  ofihn  of 
oooTlct  the  mnrdereis. 

3.  Bothvell  had  oaly  of  lale  been  admitted 
mate  ■ooety ;  he  was  a  man  of  coarse  mannan  a 
character,  uuiversall;  accused  and  now  known 
been  ihu  principal  in  the  murder.  No  one  imM 
time  seriouslj  la  dontit  his  gnilt ;  j-et  '""""Htfi 
erent  she  married  him.  and  married  him  irith  ■ 
tiaad,  a  pr»l«ice  of  being  forced  to  il^  m 
oonld  deceive  uobodf ,  and  ao  groGE  ai  only  to ! 
the  still  grosser  piissioa  nhtch  actuated  tut  a 

4.  That  he  was  married  when  their  Intkl 
not  denied.  Nor  is  it  doabted  that  she  eoiw 
him  before  bis  fbrmer  marriage  had  been  £m 

6.  Tlie  diToroo  which  dissolied  it  wai  ha 
the  Courts  in  four  dap,  by  the  grosseai  Ihwi 


ram  vq^iDi^f 
badettUnmV 
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a  pudta.  IlouM  Mnry  «m  m  mnch  Rnitty  of 
|tt  mwrjiog  liim  a>  wut  Iho  Dach™  of  Kinptnn 
dtIw  Inter  i  fbr  the  Duchsei  jirodueed  ulao  a  wdmbw 
>  a  nwud  d  tAoro  in  hvr  dtftDoc,  obtained  with 
Ijr  gntUur  formiJit]! — bat  oblnincd  through  mU 
tlicrcfbni  c»u*i<lorL-il  as  a  uullity — ncd  the  vm 
gly  coDTicitil  of  llid  Muiiy. 

ts  uf  Mu7'>  nurw  i)f  to  ulmuirnable  ft  nature 
ra^onnl  mim  were  turned  nwuy  iWnu  »i 
'  irdopiwitioiivualrnnMii 

>r  iniiecil  in  uny  dviliscd  countrjr. 
regard!  Kliaubvih : 

wn  Mai?  tuok  rriafft  In  England,  all  hi 
lot  govt!  Elizabeth  do  kind  uf  title  M  ile 
r,  nor  any  right  oron  to  deliTerhor  upu  a 
gucal  of  the  Scon,  bod  tbey  demanded  bor. 
keeping  her  a  priioner  fl)r  tmtnly  jmn  nniler  *•• 
lUicUi.  KlixalH-tli  gnva  lier  ample  llctiiuw  anil  Mn- 
tifioatioii  fiir  whatever  detigiu  ihK  might  fonn  (a 

I  oonapiracy  of  Norfolk  look*d  only  to  llie  nudo* 
f  bor  slrlcl  Hghta.  thr  nalotntimi  of  her  perMnal 
T  marriage  with  tliai  tll-btol  noU«iD>n. 
e  wai  willing  to  lotcmniiw  M  non  aa  the  oould  b> 
m  Hothwdll,  nho  hBTLiigliTcdfbr  •anu  yoaff  u 
lAirwarda  ditd  mod  in  a  Danlib  prlmn. 

'a  ooDipirBcj  ioclildvd  rvbullion  and  alto  tba' 
a  of  KUsaboth  i  and  i^reat  and  certainly  vary 
a*  aM  taken  by  Mary**  parthuna  to  tebnt  llw 
b«r  having  joined  in  it  8h«,  indeed,  never  pn- 
ndil  iIli^  proof  tliat  ihv  won  a  party  lu  the  ooiafi- 
il|  ihcoiily  denied har  ksowledgooflb*  pt«- 
Ation.  Due  aup|>aaliig  har  to  have  Ii«mi>bIW'. 
of  that,  it  aenna  nut  too  relaxed  a  view  o(^ 

n  noveriiiKn  prioc<w  iliitsIiiiKl  anjnall^ 
by  Bnalher  dn  twenty  ynuv,  hai  a 


cveo  extKine  nwunres  of  tvT«ae«.  In  wir-4ehiM*i 
•re  justifiable,  and  Miirj  bad  i;o  Dih«r  luouM  tba 
the  kDifs  tgaiiut  her  opproHor. 

S.  For  thU  Bcwsion  to  BabingtOD's  WMU[ttj»fy 
alie  was  bmugbi  to  tria]  by  thai  oppnceor,  who  Im^ 
amtry  priariple  of  jiuiiee  Bnd  every  ftwm  of  tow,  a 
her  a  prUocer  Sir  twentv  yean. 

S.  Vtiug  CDDnclcd  on  thia  trial,  the  aeateooa  tfM 
bj  EliMbctb's  eipren  anthorit?;  althou^  wilk: 
cMloc  of  &Ih1ioih1  uitert;  tUagisting.  and  wUcfe! 
ohaneler  up  to  the  M»ni  uf  umnkjad  in  all  agm 
teudeil  thai  it  hail  bcFD  done  withmit  her  Imtc  m 
her  will,  and  bud  j  rain«l  thr  uufortunate  am»  w 
iBg  M  her  commouda,  hod  conveyed  to  be  esM 
orden  she  had  sigo^  with  her  own  haud. 

The  praienre  upon  whioh  the  pproceeding  of  Ok  ' 
the  mMl  plausibly  be  de&oded,  it,  that  ~ 
while  in  Ihii  oounlry,  like  all  (breignen  wiHuu 
ia  nitgecl  to  the  mnnicipal  law,  aod  luaj  be 
TialatiDu.  Tbis,  however,  is  i  grouiidliMS  poaitll 
even  if  the  Foreign  Prince  were  volanlBnly  bete 
tbr  Dot  even  his  Tepraenltttive,  his  Bmlassador,  b 
our  laws,  eider  oivil  or  criminal,  as  a  aUllDle  dccb 
the  fsniier  law  haa  diitiiucilj  laid  down,*  oKhow 
earlier  period  Croruwrll  luingml  one  fijr  mnrder, 
be  said  thai  this  part  of  iulPrnBlianal  law  had  Ml 
•enled  in  the  siileentb  ccutur;,  ai  all  «TtM>  il' 
known  then  that  no  power  can  have  a  right  to  mi 
persaa  of  a  Foreign  Priaoe  uid  detalu  bin  pill 
that,  cnnspi)a[-nU]',  if  w  detained,  thai  Fureipi  fi 
no  allegiiDM  to  the  laws  of  the  realm. 

Bnt  mlthoogh  Eliiabeth'i  conduct  towards  Uar 
wholly  Bnjnnifiahle.  snd  fixes  a  devp  nain  npoii  ht 
(bUoluned  still  more  by  the  gross  &l!«hood  Hid 

^.  *  The  Sat.  T  AniMh  c^  IL 
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rich  whieh  it  was  thickly  covered  ovw),  it  may  neverthelett 
le  Had  that  she  merits  the  commendation  of  hiTing  acted 
igilnat  her  kinswinnaii  with  open  hoadUty,  and  sacrificed  her 
ly  the  forms  at  least  (^atnal,  instead  of  procuring  her  life 
p  be  privately  taken  away.  A  litde  reflection  will  remove 
my  anch  argoment  used  in  mitigation  of  her  crime.  That 
ihe  preferred  morder  by  doe  course  of  law  to  murdw  by 
Ipiion,  was  the  merit  of  the  age  rather  than  of  the  person, 
pro  centuries,  perhaps  one»  earlier,  she  would  have  used  the 
services  of  the  gaoler  in  preference  to  the  public  pro- 
don  of  the  judge.  But*  she  knew  that  Mary's  death,  if 
haiq[>ened  in  prison,  even  in  the  course  of  nature,  would 
iys  be  charged  upon  her  as  its  author;  and  she  was 
ling  to  load  her  name  with  the  shame,  even  if  aha  cared 
how  her  conscience  might  be  burdened  witibi  tibe  guilt 
was  well  aware^  too»  of  the  formidaUe  party  which  Maiy 
in  the  country,  and  dreaded  not  only  to  exa^^erate  the 
>lic  body,  but  to  fhmish  them  with  the  weapons  against 
>lf  which  so  great  an  outrage  on  the  feelings  of  mankind 
Id  have  placed  in  their  hands.  Besides,  she  well  knew 
the  trial  was  a  matter  of  easy  execution  and  of  certain 
Nult.  She  was  delivered  over,  not  to  a  judge  and  jury  act- 
^  under  the  authority  of  the  law  in  its  ordinary  course  of 
l^ninistration,  but  to  forty  peers  and  privy  councillors,  se- 
ttled by  Elizabeth  herself,  whose  very  numbers,  by  dividing 
ii^  responsibility,  made  their  submission  to  the  power  that 
^ipointed  them  a  matter  of  perfiect  ease,  and  the  conviction  of 
Kary  an  absolute  certainty.  In  every  view,  then,  which  can 
^  taken  of  the  case,  little  credit  can  accrue  to  fUizabeth  fbr 
{Referring  a  mode  of  destroying  her  rival  quite  as  easy,  quite 
k  sore,  and  fiur  more  safe,  than  any  other :  Not  to  mention 
it  must  be  a  strange  kind  of  honour  which  can  stoop  to 
the  wretched  credit  of  having  declined  to  commit  a 
^ht  murder,  rather  than  destroy  the  victim  by  an  open 

theoy  it  be  asked  upon  what  grounds  Eliabeth's  me- 
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it  merelf  in  Ihe  ipleiulaaral 
aerimA  ■<>d  ^'  g""'  tii««s  it  her  long  nign 
enraciuiees  of  iilRuirdiiitr;  difficult;,  but  rather 
•nom  tad  cunduct  of  Miiry — the  ntter  (com  in 
nuuildnd  held  her  eicrpt  those  vh(aa  ptTioal]  t 
or  MligioiB  TnDzj  blinded — (lie  certiun  dSen 
opmiup  thevjM  of  (rreB  ihoee  ««lotB,  whm  kr 
cshle  ooDdiirl  mmf  to  be  considered — and  chi 
lieliif  thnt  (he.  vbo  *ss  sn^^xwed  To  have  jA 
■sssvinalion  of  h(T  o«n  hmh^id.  Bsd  ~    ' 

mUTicd  his  brBtsI  nmrdcrer  while  I 
feekiDg  irith  blood,  had  bIh>  btea  ■  (btit  n>  ■  pka 
(ana^ng  the  English  qoeen.    These  <wiind«aliMi 
onnalnnill;  tqieraled  on  mene  minds  a^aint  i 
Elimbelli'E  croalced  and  emel  policy ;  uid  it  ii 
able  conseqneDce  of  aympathj  for  the  oppr^avd 
oied,  l^u  the  ha,tred  of  the  oppreffior 
porlioa. 

Tie  fiiregoing  Elatunend  have  proeeeiled 
of  awiming  no  hct«  as  true  respectjng  the 
Uarr  or  EJiisbeth,  excepliug  those  whidi  uv  « 
admitled,  and  which  have  iuderd  neicc  been  i~ 
at  the  time  nr  in  the  beats  cogendered  by  snl 
troVQSj.    The  result  i>  afainst  bath  ibose  bi 
hMdiog  ^e  memorf  of  the  one  with  a  dc^ 
vUiili  DO  worniin  of  <inltiiiu7  tiling  could  on 
ing  ihs  other  lo  tbe  gravest  cluu-gcs  of  perSdjr 
But  ill  voulil  bv  giving  STer}'  imperfect  yit 
oanducl  Here  *«  to  stop  at  these  adnatted  bsa 

The  pivoft  aftainst  her  in  rtvped  of  Danile| 
•Itboogh  DM  sultieieut  tn  convict  ber  in  g  oswt 
are  ^i*  duaeive  of  her  goilt,  when  the  ijiii  wh 
tmnyled  as  tFoe  nf  historical  etideuce. 
safclj  Hffinufd,  that  no  dl^iuted  poini  of 
opcw  ■tivngcr  i-Tid«Doe,    ~ 
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neti."  NotUsg  can  betn;  greawr  ifll^l 
lint  principles  of  the  law  of  eridGUM.  ^f 
fpcttks  of  do  not  even  exisi;  iltere  b  dmU^ 
tnentinnfM  in  Ids  eniunendoaorprooft:  and 
of  Mr.  Hmiii''t  aniVDea  coolil  &oc;  tbnm 
conbcu*  bcliiDd  a  prisooe       -  - 

{wisoii  07  to  that  prisoDer,  or  rather  it 
shaved  him  ciphered  letten  ik 
ouuld  he  ujlhiug  Uke  evidenoa  la  •! 
ottbin^,  and  shorn  hov  dongerauE  • 
DKMI  expert  id  hii  own  li 
aultclB  beyond  tk 
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